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Just five years ago Brenda Zanger was working toward 
a career as a designer of theatrical scenery, costumes and 
lighting. Then she met and married Jack Zanger, whose 
enthusiasm for sports proved to be contagious. Brenda’s 
love for theater took a back seat to a new interest in sports; 
she found herself preferring a night out at Yankee Stadium 
to an evening of theater. In 1968, Jack asked Brenda to 
try writing some of the profiles for Pro Football—1968, 
and with each of the following books her involyement and 
productivity increased. Each year the Zangers went to 
Florida during spring training, and Brenda—unlike many 
sportswriters’ wives—attended the ballgames, arriving well 
before batting practice and leaving well after the final out. 
It was on their return from Florida in 1970—a trip which 
served as a well-deserved vacation for Jack, who had 
just finished collaborating with Tony Conigliaro on Tony’s 
book, Seeing It Through—that Jack was stricken by a brain 
tumor. He died within a week. With the aid of many of 
Jack’s friends, Brenda Zanger saw to it that Pro Football— 
1970 came out on schedule, and then was given the oppor- 
tunity to continue writing the baseball and football books 
herself. Brenda has since written some magazine articles, 
most recently about quarterback Fran Tarkenton. She re- 
sides in New York City with her two-year-old daughter, 
Nora. 
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PART ONE 


THE NEW NFC SEASON 


Another football season is about to begin, and with it we 
again try our hand at picking the winners. There may be some 
reshuffling within the ranks in 1971, but Jast season’s division 
winners in the NFC should be able to defend their titles suc- 
cessfully. 

The Dallas Cowboys look to be by far the best team in the 
East, even without a top quarterback. Washington, New York 
and St. Louis will all give Dallas some shaky moments, but 
none seem ready for first place. The Redskins hold the edge, 
however, with a defensive lineup almost totally revised through 
the free trading policy of new head coach George Allen. 

The Vikings will have the hardest job in defending their 
Central Division title. They face tough competition from the 
Detroit Lions, and the outcome will probably depend on how 
the two teams do against each other, Chicago and Green Bay 
* don’t figure to be contenders. 

Out West the Rams are a big question mark, Not only did 
they give away a lot of veteran talent, but they have a new 
head coach and a tougher schedule than the defending cham- 
pion San Francisco 49ers. Atlanta should continue to improve, 
but New Orleans remains in deep trouble unless Archie Man- 
ning works a miracle, 

A complete rundown on ail the clubs begins on the follow- 
ing page; for a preview of the AFC, turn to page 130. 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Final Standing—1971 Forecast 


EASTERN DIVISION CENTRAL DIVISION WESTERN DIVISION 
Dallas Cowboys Minnesota Vikings San Francisco 49ers 
Washington Redskins Detroit Lions Los Angeles Rams 
New York Giants Chicago Bears Atlanta Falcons 

St. Louis Cardinals Green Bay Packers New Orleans Saints 


Philadelphia Eagles 
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ATLANTA 
FALCONS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—3rd (NFC Western) 

Strengths—a solid front four, Reaves patroling the secondary, Berry 
and Mitchell sparking the air game. 

Biggest needs—strengthening the interior line, improved rushing, 
and a seasoned backup quarterback. 

1970 finish—3rd (NFC Western, 4—8—2) 


Just a year ago Norm Van Brocklin and the Falcons seemed 
on the yerge of moving into contention in the Western Divi- 
sion. Despite falling off in the won-lost column, Atlanta will 
still be a factor in the race in ’71. Defensively, the Falcons 
possess a strong, youthful unit with its best days still to come. 
The offense, not on the same level, lacks speed, both in the air 
and on the ground, although the situation may have been 
remedied by the Falcons’ ’71 draft. 

Atlanta has only one experienced quarterback, Bob Berry, 
and if something should take him out of the game, there could 
be a lot of trouble. Third-round draft choice Leo Hart (Duke) 
Was outstanding in college, passing Atlantic Coast Conference 
records set by Sonny Jurgensen, Roman Gabriel, Norm Snead 
and Gary Cuozzo. As a pro, however, he’s still an unknown 
factor. The same can be said for two-year veteran Bruce Lem- 
merman, who has little pro experience. 

Berry has a better chance of staying healthy if the offensive 
line does its job this year. Falcon quarterbacks were dropped 
53 times last season. There’s a large group from which to 
choose, and Van Brocklin had a chance to see most of his 
available linemen in action last year because the line was hit by 
injuries. Jeff Van Note, in his first year as the starting center, 
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made good progress. Tackle George Kunz missed five games 
after Knee surgery, but made a remarkably quick comeback, 
Bob Breitenstein, who also lost time with a knee ailment, 
should be back at left tackle. Second-year men Andy Maurer 
and Gary Roberts combine with Dick Enderle at guard. Added 
strength should come from Francis Winkler, on the injured 
reserve list in *70 after coming from Green Bay. Others avail- 
able are tackle Bill Sandeman, center John Matlock and tackle 
Dave Hettema. The outstanding rookie prospect is guard Den- 
nis Havig, drafted on the eighth round out of Colorado. 

With a consistent interior line, the Falcons’ running game 
should improve. Jim (Cannonball) Butler and-Harmon Wages 
are listed as the starters, but they'll meet competition from 
third-year man Paul Gipson, who has been developing slowly. 
Number one draft choice Joe Profit, a speedster out of North- 
east Louisiana, is expected to make a strong showing once he 
reports after playing in the College All-Star game. Sophomores 
Art Malone and Sonny Campbell are the reserves. 

Speed, or Jack of it, was a big problem for ihe Falcons last 
season. Wide receivers Paul Flatley and Todd Snyder, who 
took over for Gail Cogdill early in the year, just couldn’t break 
loose for the long pass play. For that reason Van Brocklin 
drafted five wide receivers last January. The list is headed by 
second-round pick Ken Burrow and Ray Jarvis, who lasted 
until the fifth round only because he had undergone knee sur- 
gery. Ninth-round choice Alvin Griffin is the fastest of the 
group, timed at 4.45 in the 40. The Falcons expect him to be 
an outstanding punt returner, 

With Snyder and Flatley unable to break deep, the passing 
game last season concentrated on tight end Jim Mitchell, voted 
the team’s MVP for his 44 receptions and all-around play. The 
reserves are holdover Mike Donohoe and Ron Jones, inactive 
last season after coming from Green Bay, Rookie Deryl 
Comer, who has had knee problems, will get a Jook. 

Defensively, the Falcons may still be a few players short, 
but the core of a strong unit is there, Claude Humphrey is 
respected as one of the best defensive ends around. And his 
partner, third-year man John Zook, has become a good player 
on the right side. Tackle Glen Condren avoided injury in 1970 
and showed improvement, while Greg Lens appears to have a 
long future at the other tackle spot. The reserves are Carlton 
Dabney, who missed last season because of his knee, Randy 
Marshall and Jim Sullivan, while rookie Faddie Tillman 

(Continued on page 6) 
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RR DEFENSIVE UNIT 
Brown* 
Lavan Redmond 
Crooks* Freeman Mallory 
Hayes* McCauley 
Redmond s Shears® 
cB Acks Cavness 
Cottrell Reaves 
Hatverson cB 
Small — ? Nien 
Brezina LB LB 
Honsen 
OR 
Tiliman* Potchad* 
Marshall Dabney Sullivan Marshall 
Zook Condren Lens Humphrey 
A A A 
ake sae a de san sot End oe 
Coguill Sandeman Roberts F. Winkler ; a ht 
Burrow* Havig* Ton 
Jarvis* es 
Comer* 
FL 
HB ha FB Flatley 
J. Butler inna Wages Brunson 
Gipson rend Molone Griffin® 
Campbell « 
PR ovis UNIT es 
*Rookle 
FALCONS TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
52 Acks, Ron LB 6-2 225 26 4 Illinois 
54 Allen, Grady LB 6-3 230 25 4 Texas A&M 
Baar, Doug W 6-3 252 23 1 Northern Arizona 
Bell, Bill K 6-1 194 23 1 Kansas 
17 Berry, Bob QB 5-11 190 29 7 Oregon 


No, 


Name 


Bonner, John 
Breitenstein, Bob 
Brezina, Greg 
Brown, Ray 
Brunson, Mike 
Burrow, Ken 
Butler, Jim 
Butler, Skipper 
Campbell, Sonny 
Cavness, Grady 
Chesson, Wes 
Clark, Wallace 
Cogdill, Gail 
Comer, Deryl 
Condren, Glen 
Cottrell; Ted 
Crooks, Dan 
Dabney, Carlton 
Donohoe, Mike 
Dugan, Jim 
Easley, Mel 
Enderle, Dick 
Evans, Vernon 
Farrar, Pettus 
Flatley, Paul 
Freeman, Mike 
Gipson, Paul 
Griffin, Alvin 
Halverson, Dean 
Hansen, Don 
Hart, Leo 
Havig, Dennis 
Hayes, Tom 
Hettema, Dave 
Humphrey, Claude 
James, Glenn 
James, Lindsey 
Jarvis, Ray 
Jones, Ron 
Kunz, George 
LaFore, Terry 
Lavan, Al 
Lemmerman, Bruce 


Lens, Greg 
Lewis, Larry 
Lewis, Mike 
Lothridge, Billy 
Lowe, Ronny 
McCauley, Tom 
Mallory, John 
Malone, Art 
Marshall, Randy 
Martin, Willie 
Matlock, John 
Maurer, Andy 
Mitchell, Jim 
Nader, Jim 
Nobis, Tommy 


Pos. 


Ht. 
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Yrs. 
Wt. Age Pro College 


195 
267 
220 
198 
187 
189 
200 
200 
192 
185 
197 
200 
200 
230 
247 
233 
195 


OH WNELHNN AWK DKK N WOOK WHA KEW MOTO WhO WRK ON RW ON WN eNO 


Chattanooga 
Tulsa 
Houston 
W. Texas St. 
Arizona St. 
Son Diego St. 
Edward Waters 
Texas-Arlington 
Northern Arizona 
Texas-El Paso 
Duke 
Auburn 
Washington St, 
Texas 
Okichoma 
Delaware Valley 
Wisconsin 
Morgan St, 
San Francisco 
Ohio St. 
Oregon St. 
Minnesota 
Jackson St. 
Norfolk St. 
Northwestern 
Fresno St. 
Houston 
Tuskegee 
Washington 
Illinois 
Duke 
Colorado 
San Diego St. 
New Mexico 
Tennessee St. 
Delaware St. 
San Diego St, 
Norfolk St. 
Texas-El Paso 
Notre Dame 
Parsons (lowa) 
Colorado St. U. 
San Fernando 
Valley 
Trinity (Tex.) 
Arkansas AM&M 
Arkansas AM&M 
Georgia Tech 
Ft. Valley St. 
Wisconsin 
West Virginia 
Arizona St, 
Linfield 
J. C. Smith 
Miami (Fia.) 
Oregon 
Prairie View 
UCLA 
Texas 
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Yrs, 

No, Nome Pos. Hf. Wt. Age Pro College 
Potchad, Mike DT 6-6 255 23 1 Pittsburg St. 
Profit, Joe RB 6-0 204 22 J = N.E. Louisiana 
Rojecki, Peter K 5-10 176 22 1 Georgia 

36 Reaves, Ken CB 63 202 26 6 Norfolk St 

47 Redmond, Rudy CB 6-1 196 24 3 Pacific 

62 Roberts, Gary G 62 242 25 2 Purdue 

61 Sandeman, Bill ‘TD 6-7 260 28 6 Pacific 
Shears, Larry CB-S 5-10 180 22 1 Lincoln (Mo.) 

66 Small, John DT 6-5 254 24 2 Citadel 

67 Snider, Malcolm AD 6-4 250 24 3. Standford 

80 Snyder, Todd WR 6-2 184 22 2 OhioV. 

74 = Sullivan, Jim he 240 27 2 Lincoln (Mo.) 
Tillman, Faddie DE 6-5 230 23 #=%+J1 Boise St, 

57 Van Note, Jeff C 6-2 244 25 3 Kentucky 

8 Vinyard, Kenny PK 5-10 189 24 2 Texas Tech 
5 Wages, Harmon RB 6-2 222 24 4 Florida 
Wersching, Randy K 5-9" 200’ 22 1 California 

55 Winkler, Francis C-G 63 230 24 3 Memphis St. 

73 Winkler, Randy G-T 6-5 255 28 3 Tarleton St. 
Wood, Harrison WR 6-2 200 25 1 Washington 

71 Zook, John DE 6-5 248 23 3 _ Kansas 


(Boise State) has a chance to make the squad if he can add 
15 or 20 pounds. Fourth-round draft choice Mike Potchad 
(Pittsburgh State) will also get a look. 

The linebackers are first rate. Tommy Nobis, the man in 
the middle, made a good comeback from his 1969 knee injury 
and should be stronger this season. Van Brocklin considers 
tight linebacker Don Hansen to be greatly underrated. Grady 
Allen handles the strong side. Greg Brezina, out in 1970 with 
a knee injury, could be ready to regain a starting job, how- 
ever. And the team’s 1970 first-round draft choice, John 
Small, is being moved back to linebacker, his original position, 
after a trial at defensive tackle. Other linebacker competitors 
are Ron Acks, Ted Cottrell and Dean Halverson. 

The secondary revolves around left cornerback Ken Reaves, 
who according to Van Brocklin “had his best year in 1970.” 
Otherwise the situation is unsettled. Rudy Redmond, a hard 
hitter, played right corner Jast year, but could shift to strong 
safety, where help is needed. The move depends on two 
rookies, however: Tom Hayes (San Diego State), who will 
have to take over at cornerback, and Ray Brown (West Texas 
State), who just might solve the strong safety problem him- 
self. John Mallory had the left safety job last year and he'll be 
available, too. Tom McCauley, switched from receiver to free 
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safety last season, still has a lot of improving to do, but will 
probably play free safety again this year, Other rookies in con- 
tention are Larry Shears, a quarterback at Lincoln University 
(he has 4.7 speed), and Dan Crooks (Wisconsin), who con- 
verted to defense in his senior year. 

The kicking game has to get better. Punter Billy Lothridge 
slumped last season, and Kenny Vinyard didn’t have a very 
successful year as a rookie placekicker. He made only nine of 
25 field goal attempts. The Falcons have a number of free 
agents to look over before a decision is made, 


NORM VAN BROCKLIN: When Norm Van 
Brocklin retired as a player, it was as a 
champion. He passed the Eagles to the NFL 
championship against the Packers in 1960, 
2a /and at the age of 34 called it quits. Ever 
since his retirement he’s been seeking to get 
- into the big game again, but as a coach. 
However, the fiery perfectionist has found the going rough 
since his two head coaching jobs have been with expansion 
clubs. He handled the Vikings for six years but had only one” 
winning season to show for his troubles. A personality clash 
with his quarterback, Fran Tarkenton, eventually led to them 
both leaving the team. “The Dutchman” wound up with the 
Falcons during the 1968 season, when he replaced Norb 
Hecker. He then started to tear the team apart and it appeared 
to pay off in 1969, when Atlanta showed a 6-8 record. How- 
ever, last year the Falcons slipped to only four wins, which 
Van explained, saying, “By being a few good football players 
short, plus suffering some key injuries, we didn’t operate at the 
efficiency I had hoped for. But this year I think our people 
realize we can go out and play on even terms with anybody 
in football.” If he can get his club to play .500 ball in the 
rough Western Division it would be quite a feather in his cap, 
which has quite a few already. Van Brocklin, one of the best 
at beating a blitz, was an All-America quarterback at Oregon, 
where he showed his brainpower by completing four years of 
academic work in three. He was drafted fourth by the Rams 
and went on to lead the NFL in passing in 1950, 52, and *54, 
then showed his versatility by leading the league in punting in 
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1955 and °56. He also set a league record by passing for 554 
yards in a single game. In July, Van Brocklin was inducted 
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 


Tommy Nobis: If Tommy Nobis isn’t the best middle linebacker 
in the league, then he’s number two behind Chicago’s Dick 
Butkus. There was some worry that the 6-3, 237-pound strong- 
man might not be able to come back following knee surgery 
early last year, but by the middle of the season opposing run- 
ners and quarterbacks knew Tommy was as good as ever. In 
fact, he was named to the Pro Bowl for the third time in his 
five-year pro career. A two-time All-America at Texas, he was 
the number one draft choice of Atlanta and the AFL Houston 
Oilers just before the merger. And the bidding went out of 
this world, with Astronaut Frank Borman, in orbit aboard 
Gemini 7, vainly urging Nobis to sign with the Oilers. Nobis 
has great range, is a hard hitter, and last season picked off a 
pair of passes to show he can handle the drop-back problems 
of the MLB, As long as he stays healthy the Falcons will have 
a respectable defense. 


Jim Mitchell: Only a fourth-round draft choice from Prairie 
View, three-year pro Jim Mitchell became a regular as a rookie 
and figures to remain there for years to come. Last season he 
was named the club's MVP when he caught 44 passes for 650 
yards and seyen touchdowns. Declares Van Brocklin, “He’s 
the best tight end in football.” At 6-2, 235 pounds, Jim has 
the weight to throw against linebackers. In addition, he’s got 
enough speed to be employed on the end-around. He carried 
five times for 77 yards as a rookie and last year he ran the 
ball five times for 23 yards, including a 12-yard touchdown 
sweep. If the Falcons can come up with a good deep receiver, 
Mitchell could be tremendous, 


George Kunz: The Falcons thought enough of offensive tackle 
George Kunz to make him their number two pick in the 1969 
draft—O. J. Simpson. was number one—and the Notre Dame 
All-America made the moye look good when he became a 
starter as a rookie. However, injuries slowed his progress last 
season and he was able to get into only nine games. But the 
245-pounder appears ready for a big year and on the way to 
the stardom predicted for him. The 24-year-old lineman once 
studied for the priesthood but decided it wasn’t his calling and 
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transferred from the seminary to Loyola High in Los Angeles, 
where he was an outstanding football player. 


John Zook: Despite being a near-unanimous All-America de- 
fensive end at Kansas, the pro scouts didn’t rate John Zook 
very high. So he didn’t go in the ’69 draft until the Rams 
picked the 240-pounder on the fourth round. However, before 
he ever played for L.A. he was traded to the Eagles, who in 
turn dealt him to the Falcons. But off his two years’ play with 
Atlanta, it appears his moving days are over. Teamed with 
Claude Humphrey at the ends, Zook helps make the Falcon 
defensive line tough. Since becoming a regular, he’s shown 
steady improvement. The 24-year-old Zook is a percentage 
player, which means he may not make many spectacular plays, 
but on the other hand he doesn’t goof often, either. 


Don Hansen: When you're playing in the same linebacking trio 
with Tommy Nobis, you might as well forget about any pub- 
licity. However, coach Van Brocklin appreciates the job Don 
Hansen does at the outside post. The onetime Minnesota 
Viking quietly does a professional job both against the run and 
the pass. Twice the 27-year-old Hansen has almost given up 
football. The first time came after a knee injury in 1967 and 
again after the 1968 season when Van Brocklin talked him 
into playing and traded for him, He’s been a regular for 
Atlanta and really doesn’t mind being overlooked in the press. 
He’s used to it; at Illinois he played linebacker alongside a guy 
named Dick Butkus. 


Jim (Cannonball) Butler: When the Pittsburgh Steelers decided 
Jim Butler didn’t fit into their scheme of things, he was given 
his outright release. Thus Butler didn’t cost Atlanta a thing, 
except salary, when the Falcons signed him in 1968. And he’s 
repaid them by being the club’s leading rusher during his three 
seasons with the team. Last year he picked up 636 yards rush- 
ing and caught 24 passes for 151 yards and a touchdown. And 
the stocky halfback from little Edward Waters College in 
Florida—he scored 21 touchdowns there as a senior—also led 
the team in kickoff returns with 14 for 284 yards. If the 
Falcons can come up with another threat to team with him, 
Cannonball would raise his marks. 


Ken Reaves; A product of Norfolk State, Ken Reaves is the key 
to the Falcons’ defensive backfield. A quarterback and de- 


10 THE NEW NFC SEASON 


fensive back in college, Reaves was a fourth-round choice of 
the Falcons in 1966. He spent one season as backup corner- 
back but became a starter in his second year and no one has 
come close to pushing him out of his job. Last season the 
rugged 202-pounder made six interceptions to raise his five- 
year career mark to 18. His rate of pickoffs is fairly high, con- 
sidering that opposing quarterbacks attempt to stay out of his 
zone. 


Paul Gipson: This is the year the Falcons are hoping Paul Gip- 
son starts paying off, A highly touted running back at the Uni- 
versity of Houston, he was a number two draft pick in 1969. 
It appeared he'd be an instant success as he picked up 151 
yards in his first two games. But a bad case of “fumblelitis” 
eventually forced Gipson to the bench. Last season he didn’t 
Set the world on fire, *either; his longest carry was only 16 
yards. However, Van Brocklin says, “Paul has all the tools to 
be a great player.” It’s probable he'll get a long look again 
this year. As a college player the 210-pounder had a 282-yard 
game against Tulsa, and in his senior season finished third in 
rushing behind O. J. Simpson and Mercury Morris. 


Claude Humphrey: At 6-5 and 248 pounds, defensive end 
Claude Humphrey is about the same size as Deacon Jones. 
And, if his development continues the way it has in his first 
three seasons, he’ll rank right on top with the Ram All-Pro, 
Humphrey missed two games last season with an ankle injury 
but came back strong with a standout performance in his first 
Pro Bowl. A first-round draft choice from Tennessee State in 
1968, Claude, 27, has been a regular for Atlanta ever since. 
He has the strength to handle the rush and the speed to upset 
the quarterback. 


Bob Berry: At 5-11, Bob Berry is shorter than the average 
quarterback and what's more, he does something Van Brocklin 
hates—he rolls out. Despite the negatives, the coach has always 
favored Berry over other passers on the Falcon roster. This 
time around he'll have to rest his entire trust in Berry’s arm 
since he’s the only experienced returning quarterback. In the 
past, Bob has alternated with Randy Johnson, but Randy an- 
nounced he would retire rather than play for Atlanta again. 
Berry was the first-stringer for most of last season and com- 
pleted 58 percent of his passes, 16 going for touchdowns. He 
excels at the short and middle distance passes. One of the rea~ 
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sons Van Brocklin might like Berry is that both attended and 
starred at Oregon. And when “The Dutchman” coached the 
Vikings, Berry was one of his quarterbacks there, too. 


Tom McCauley: Free safety, punt-return specialist and backup 
wide receiver are the jobs Tom McCauley handles for the 
Falcons. “I knocked down so many passes as a receiver,” he 
likes to explain, “I guess they felt I’d do better on defense and 
that’s why they switched me.” Since becoming the regular 
safety, the former Wisconsin end has advanced rapidly. He’s 
rated an intelligent defender and a very quick learner. Last 
season he returned a punt for a 77-yard touchdown against 
New Orleans. And in an exhibition game he took a short field 
goal attempt by the Chiefs’ Jan Stenerud and carried it 98 
yards for a score. Drafted on the 10th round by Minnesota in 
1969, he was obtained by Atlanta in a trade. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
ATLANTA FALCONS 


September 19 San Francisco; 26 at Los Angeles. 

October 3 at Detroit; 10 St. Louis; 17 Los Angeles; 24 New 
Orleans; 31 at Cleveland. 

November 7 at Cincinnati; 14 New York Giants; 22* Green 
Bay; 28 at Minnesota. 

December 5 Oakland; 12 at San Francisco; 19 at New Orleans. 


* Night game. 
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CHICAGO 
BEARS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—3rd (NFC Central) 

Strengths—Gordon receiving, Butkus defending and Turner run- 
ning back kickoffs. 

Biggest needs—a complete recovery for Sayers, added depth on 
the defensive line and solid quarterbacking. 

1970 finish—tied for 3rd (NFC Central, 6—8—0) 


The Bears had a lot more than Gale Sayers’ recovery to 
worry about during the off-season. Having made the decision 
to leave Wrigley Field, the Bears thought they were going to 
move into Northwestern’s Dyche Stadium. But the Big Ten 
voted to keep pro football out of its arenas, so the search went 
on, It wasn’t until May 13 that Papa Bear George Halas signed 
a lease to play home games at Soldier Field, an antiquated 
100,000-seat stadium in which spectators will be deprived of 
the close-up view they had at Wrigley Field. The Chicago Park 
District is using its projected earnings (10 percent of game 
receipts) to refurbish the Bears’ new home—laying down arti- 
ficial turf, adding ground-level box seats, and installing backs 
on the existing seats which will be used (only about half). 
That may make the fans more comfortable and give the 
groundskeepers less work, but it’s not going to make it any 
easier for the Bears to fight their way uphill through the tough 
Central Division. 

Much depends on Sayers’ recovery from his second knee 
injury in two years. The two-time NFL rushing leader got into 
only two games last season, and that’s why the Bears had the 
poorest rushing record in the NFC—only 1,092 yards. The 
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work Joad fell on Ross Montgomery, Don Shy and nine-year 
veteran Ron Bull, all of whom will be back this year, along 
with Craig Baynham (another knee victim), Ralph Kurek and 
Mike Hull. But Chicago’s hopes are resting on two outstanding 
early-round draft choices, 6-1, 205-pound Joe Moore and 6-3, 
241-pound James Harrison, both from Missouri. If they de- 
velop, and Sayers makes a complete comeback, the Bears will 
be on the move again. Some say that Moore and Harrison are 
the Bears’ backfield of tomorrow. 

Thanks to wide receiver Dick Gordon, Chicago had at Ieast 
half an offense last season. Gordon, who led the entire NFL 
with 71 receptions, got some help from two youngsters, 
George Farmer and Jim Seymour. Farmer was the team’s 
second-leading pass catcher with 31 receptions. Seymour, ac- 
quired from L.A. last year, caught only six passes (he got a 
late start because of a pulled muscle), but he took four of 
them in for touchdowns. 

Tight end Jim Hester was knocked out early with a knee in- 
jury and the medical reports on him during the off-season 
weren't very encouraging. If he has trouble holding onto the 
job, Bob Wallace, who took over at tight end and then was hit 
by a knee injury himself, will be available, although Wallace 
isn’t really a blocking end. Others looking for work are Ray 
Ogden (a tight end) and a rookie wide receiver, ninth-round 
draft choice Les McClain from Tennessee. 

The line is fairly stable but hardly overwhelming. Wayne 
Mass and Randy Jackson are the tackles, although Jackson 
missed some time with a knee injury last season. At guard are 
Howard Mudd and Jim Cadile, and the center is Bob Hyland. 
Second-year man Rich Coady backs up Hyland. He was tried 
at tight end last year, but doesn’t seem cut out for the job, 
Guard Glen Holloway was very impressive in his rookie sea- 
son, and his presence should keep the veterans at the top of 
their games. Jeff Curchin, 6-6 and 265 pounds, is a backup 
tackle. Third-round draft choice Bob Newton, an All-America 
from Nebraska, is expected to provide competition, too. 

Going into training camp, quarterbacks Jack Concannon 
and Bobby Douglass were each given a 50-50 chance of win- 
ning the job. But Douglass will be coming back from a frac- 
tured left hand (his throwing hand), suffered during his four- 
touchdown afternoon against Buffalo, and has less experience 
than Concannon—so Concannon has to be given the edge. 
Kent Nix is available, too; he was taxied last year. And the 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Bailey, Sid DE 6-4 221 22 1 Texas-Arlington 
46 Baynham, Craig RB 6-1 203 27 4 Georgia Tech 
31  Bruperbacher, Ross LB 6-3 215 23 2 Texas A&M 
55 Buffone, Doug LB 6-3 225 27 6 Louisville 
29 Bull, Ron RB 6-0 200 31 10 Baylor 
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Yrs. 
No. Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
51 Butkus, Dick LB 6-3 245 28 7 iIilinois 
72 = Cadile, Jim G 6-3 240 31 10 San Jose State 
60 Caffey, Lee Roy LB 6-3 240 30 9 Texas A&M 
39 Clark, Phil S 6-3 208 26 ##5S Northwestern 
Hardy, Clifton CB 6-0 187 24 1 Michigan State 
37 Coady, Rich TE-C 6-3 238 2&6 #2 Memphis State 
25 Cole, Linzy WR 5-11 170 23 2 Texas Christian 
1} Concannon, Jack QB 6-3 205 28 8 Beston College 
7O Curchin, Jeff Ps 6-6 265 23 2 Florida State 
12 Cutburth, Bob QB 6-2 187 23 +4 Oklochoma State 
23 Daniels, Dick Ss 5-9 180 25 6 Pacific (Oregon) 
47 Davis, “Butch” CB 5-11 183 23 2 Missouri 
10 Douglass, Bobby QB 6-4 215 24 3 Kansas 
43 Farmer, George WR 6-4 210 23 2 UCLA 
Ferris, Dennis RB 6-1 200 22 1 Pittsburgh 
Ford, Charlie CB 6-3 195 22 1 Houston 
Gargones, Ray LB 6-1 220 23 1 Millersville (Pa,) 
45 Gordon, Dick WR 5-11 190 27 7 # Michigon State 
88 Green, Bobby Joe P 5-11 175 35 12 Florida 
78 Gunner, Harry DE 6-6 250 26 4 Oregon State 
30 Gunn, Jimmy LB 6-1 220 22 2 So, California 
75 Hale, Dave DT 6-7 260 24 3 Ottawa (Kansas) 
Harrison, Jomes RB 6-4 242 23 1 Missouri 
86 Hester, Jim TE 64 250 26 #=§S North Dakota 
61 Holloway, Glen G 6-3. 245 23 2 North Texas State 
85 Holman, Willie DT 6-4 250 26 4 SS. Carolina State 
33 Hull, Mike RB 6-3 220 26 4 So, California 
50 Hyland, Bob c 6-5 250 26 5 Boston College 
65 Jackson, Randy T 6-5 245 27 5 Florida 
32 Kurek, Ralph RB 6-2 210 28 7 Wisconsin 
Lee, Buddy QB 6-4 210 23 1 Louisiana State 
Lewis, Willie RB 6-2 225 26 1 Arizona 
44 Lyle, Gorry ) 6-2 198 25 4 George 
Washington 
McClain, Les TE 6-3 197 22 1 Tennessee 
McGee, Tony DE 6-4 245 22 1 Bishop 
26 McRae, Bennie CB 6-0 180 8631 10 Michigan 
Maciejowski, Ron QB 6-2 193 22 1 Ohio State 
74 Mass, Wayne in 6-4 240 25 4 Clemson 
22 Montgomery, Ross RB 6-3 220 24 3 Texas Christian 
Moore, Jerry Ss 6-3 204 22 #1 Arkansas 
Moore, Joe RB 6-1 205 22 1 Missouri 
68 Mudd, Howard G 6-2 252 29 8 Hillsdale (Mich.) 
63 Neidert, John LB 6-2 230 25 4 Louisville 
Newton, Bob T 6-4 248 22 #1 = Nebraska 
Nicholas, Ed rT. 6-4 240 23 1- No, Carolina St. 
17. ~=Nix, Kent QB 6-2 195 27 5 Texas Christion 
87 O'Bradovich, Ed DE 6-3 255 31 10 = ISilinois 
38 Ogden, Ray TE 6-5 225 29 7 Alabama 
83 Percival, Mac K 6-4 220 31 S Texas Tech 
49 Ray, Terrell CB 6-0 170 25 1 So. California 
Rowden, Larry LB 6-2 219 22 1 Houston 
40 Sayers, Gale RB 6-0 198 28 7 Keonsas 
67 Seals, George DT 6-3 260 28 8 Missouri 
84 Seymour, Jim WR 6-4 210 24 2 Notre Dame 
24 Shy, Don RB 6-1 210 25 #5. San Diego St. 
48 Smith, Ron CB 6-1 192 28 7 Wisconsin 
74 Staley, Bill DT 6-3 248 25 4 Utah St. 
20 Taylor, Joe CB 6-1 200 30 #5 No, Carolina A&T 
Thomas, Earl TE 6-3. *220' 22 1 Houston 
21 = Turner, Cecil WR 5-10 170 27 #44 = California Poly 
89. Wallace, Bob TE 6-3 220 25 4 Texas-El Paso 
69 Wheeler, Ted G 6-3 245 26 4 West Texas St. 
Weiss, Karl T-TE 6-54 243 22 1 Vanderbilt 
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Bears drafted a quarterback, Buddy Lee of Louisiana State. 
Quarterback remains a big problem. 

When you think of Chicago’s defense, the first image that 
comes to mind is a lunging Dick Butkus. But there’s a lot of 
strength around him, too, The outside linebackers are Lee Roy 
Caffey and Doug Buffone. Second-year man Ross Brupbacher 
will be used offen; last year he came in occasionally as a 
fourth linebacker and played well. Butkus, Buffone and Brup- 
bacher combined for nine of the Bears’ 17 interceptions. Other 
holdover reserves are Jimmy Gunn, also in his second year, 
and well-traveled John Neidert, entering his fourth pro season. 
Tenth-round draft choice Larry Rowden is the rookie with the 
best chance of sticking. But he'll most likely wind up returning 
punts. 

Nine-year veteran Ed O’Bradovich, at left end, could feel 
some pressure from rookie Tony McGee, a third-round draft 
choice from Bishop College; a 6-4, 248-pounder, he is noted 
for his relentless pass rush and top speed. Willie Holman is at 
the other end and George Seals and Bill Staley are the tackles. 
But there’s not too much depth behind them. The available re- 
serves are Harry Gunner and Dave Hale. 

They'll be a competitive spirit in the secondary. Second- 
round draft choice Charlie Ford (Houston) will be trying to 
grab hold of one of the cornerback jobs held by Joe Taylor and 
Bennie McRae. Clifton Hardy (Michigan State), drafted on 
the ilth round, will be trying to do the same, while fourth- 
round choice Jerry Moore (Arkansas) will be looking for work 
as a safety. Dick Daniels and Phil Clark are the incumbent 
safeties, Fourth-year man Garry Lyle and sophomore Butch 
Davis are the reserves. Cornerback Ron Smith is given his best 
chance as a punt and kickoff returner, 

Speaking of kickoff returns, the Bears’ Cecil Turner, who 
led the NFC in that department last year, kept Chicago in 
some games it should have been out of. He returned four kick- 
offs for touchdowns, Unless he’s desperately needed as a re- 
ceiver, or proves to be an extraordinary one, Turner will con- 
centrate on his runback job. Placekicker Mac Percival im- 
proved last season, kicking 20 of 34 field goals, Bobby Joe 
Greene is the punter. 
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JS )y 
JIM DOOLEY: After winning only 15 games 
in three seasons as Chicago head coach, it’s 
not surprising that Jim Dooley has often lost 
his job. Happily for Dooley, he’s been given 
the bounce only in the press. George Halas 
hired Dooley as an assistant coach in 1962 
: and has stuck solidly with his protege, realiz- 
ing that major injuries to key players have kept Jim from 
producing a winner. Dooley is well versed in the Halas method 
of coaching, since he’s been with the club since 1952. An All- 
America end at Miami (Fla.), Dooley was the Bears’ number 
one draft choice that year. He broke in as a defensive back, 
but then switched to offense. During his career (he was in the 
Air Force from 1955-56) Jim caught 211 passes for 3,172 
yards. He retired from playing in ’62, the year he moved up 
to the coaching ranks. Despite the faith Halas has in him, it’s 
probable if the Bears don’t turn up with a winning season this 
year, Dooley may really receive his walking papers. 


Gale Sayers: It’s hard to say whether Gale Sayers has more 
talent or more courage. Both have been proved in the past and 
the great runner will attempt to demonstrate this again. Three 
years ago, Sayers tore up his knee, but came back in 1969 to 
lead the league in rushing with 1,032 yards. His full recovery 
was considered a miracle. Then, in the fourth game of last 
season, he started chasing Minnesota’s Alan Page, who was in 
the process of returning a recovered Bear fumble for a touch- 
down. When he lost the race with the big lineman, Sayers re- 
alized he also had lost the rest of the season; he had hurt his 
knee. Following knee surgery, Gale started working out, but 
his knee ligaments were loose and he had to undergo a minor 
Operation to tighten them. No one expected him to come back 
as good as new from the 1968 operation—except Gale. Now 
the odds against him are even greater, but the all-time great 
halfback has the fantastic faith, talent and courage to do the 
seemingly impossible, 


Dick Butkus: Success has followed Dick Butkus wherever he’s 
gone. An All-Illinois fullback-middle linebacker in high school, 
and an All-America center and middle linebacker at Illinois, he’s 
been an AlI-NFL middle linebacker in five of his six seasons 
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in the league. Some experts call him history’s greatest at his 
position. His outstanding range and anticipation enable him 
to overtake runners On wide sweeps and there is no linebacker 
who tackles harder, Butkus is sometimes faulted for his de- 
fense against the pass—they say he is too run-conscious. But 
last year he intercepted three passes to run his lifetime total 
to 15. On the field he’s a raging bull and explains it this way: 
“Every time I play a game I want to play it like it was my 
last one. And I wouldn’t want my last game to be a lousy one.” 
When an opposing runner gets hit by the 245-pound tank, 
the ball-carrier sometimes feels it’s Ais last game. 


Dick Gordon: It’s hard to understand how the very mod Dick 
Gordon, a talented wide receiver, has remained a member of 
the conservative Bears for six seasons. There’s been constant 
conflict regarding Gordon. One year he played out his option, 
and another time Chicago attempted to trade Dick but could 
only come up with the offer of a draft choice. Despite his 
background, the man with mustache, Afro hairdo and stylish 
clothes made all parties—except the other teams’—happy last 
season by leading the entire NFL with 71 catches and 13 
touchdowns. The latter ties the club record set by Ken Kav- 
anaugh in 1947. Only 5-11, Gordon is small but very quick, 
and his great patterns drive defenses crazy. His performance 
was even more outstanding when you realize that he was the 
club's main offensive weapon once Gale Sayers was sidelined. 
He caught passes despite being double- and sometimes triple- 
teamed. Now that he’s reached the heights, there may be no 
stopping the onetime Michigan State halfback. Maybe Halas 
will order the rest of the team into mod clothes, too. 


George Seals: Although this will be George Seals’ eighth sea- 
son as a pro, it will be only his second as a defensive tackle. 
A fourth-round draft choice of the Giants in 1964, he was 
dealt to Washington, and the ’Skins in turn traded him to the 
Bears in 1965. The Missouri product was a fine pulling guard 
in 79 pro games, but late in 1969 it was decided that his size 
(260 pounds), aggressiveness and speed could be put to better 
use at defensive tackle. Seals proved a steady performer at his 
new post last season and a lot more is expected of him this 
time around. Probably his greatest memory of 1970 was when 
he recovered an Atlanta fumble and should have completed a 
lineman’s dream, a touchdown. However, he started in the 
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wrong direction, and by the time he got straightened out the 
Falcons stopped him four yards short of the goal. 


Cecil Turner: A track star during his college days at Cal-Poly, 
the 5-10, 170-pound Cecil Turner made believers of the other 
clubs last season by leading the NPC in kickoff returns, averag- 
ing 32.7 yards. He practically wrapped up the crown when he 
eatried a kick back for a 95-yard touchdown in the season 
opener against the Giants. In the following game, against Phila- 
delphia, he scored from 96 yards out. Twice more during the 
season Turner scored touchdowns, tying the NFL record set 
by Travis Williams, then of Green Bay, in 1967. Turner was 
also used sparingly as a wide receiver and caught two passes 
for 43 yards. He was a number five draft choice in 1968 after 
winning NCAA College Division titles in the 100-meter and 
long jump, plus a second place in the 200-meter. 


Bobby Douglass: A rarity among quarterbacks—a lefthander— 
Bobby Douglass starred at the University of Kansas. He was 
picked on the second round in 1969 by Chicago as the possible 
answer to its long-standing quarterback problem. As a rookie 
he saw some action but turned in only one good game—a 
38-7 win over Pittsburgh—for the club’s lone victory that sea- 
son. Last year he sat on the bench as Jack Concannon handled 
the signal-calling chores. But a losing streak pave Bobby his 
chance, and he came up with a fantastic performance against 
Bulfalo—four touchdown passes, each longer than 30 yards. 
The strangest part was that he played part of the game with a 
fractured wrist which put him out of action for the rest of the 
season. Somehow, the 6-4, 215-pounder tossed the ball 60 
yards for a touchdown despite the injury. Whether the per- 
formance was a one-shot or for real will determine Douglass’ 
future. 


Bob Hyland: A number one draft choice of the Packers in 
1967 after an outstanding career at Boston College, Bob Hy- 
land never was a regular for Green Bay, where he couldn’t 
beat out the more experienced Ken Bowman. But last year he 
came to Chicago in a major trade and the 250-pound center 
found a home. He has the size to handle the pass rush and out- 
standing speed to lead runners. As his confidence builds, Bob 
could emerge as one of the better pivotmen in the league. In 
addition to playing football at Boston, Hyland also lettered in 
baseball and track, 
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Jack Concannon: After bouncing on and off benches for seven 
years, Jack Concannon found out the secret to success when, 
in the 13th game last season, he donned a pair of white shoes. 
“They add a touch of class,” was the quarterback’s explana- 
tion. It appeared they dazzled the Green Bay Packers as he 
completed 21! of 34 passes for 338 yards and four touchdowns 
and a 35-17 win. And the following week he closed out the 
season by directing the team to a 24-3 victory over New Or- 
leans. Jack also led the Bears to wins in the first two games of 
the season, but in between he ran into trouble. If he can show 
the style he displayed in the opening and closing games, the 
Bears’ quarterbacking problems are solved. A rollout-type, the 
Boston College product—a number two pick of the Eagles in 
1964—carried the ball 42 times for 136 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns. He was less successful passing, showing 18 inter- 
ceptions and his average yardage (5.53) was the lowest in the 
conference. 


Bill Staley: Controversy and injuries have followed Bill Staley 
ever since Cincinnati drafted him on the second round follow- 
ing an outstanding career at Utah State. As a rookie, the 250- 
pound defensive tackle was a regular for the Bengals, but a 
shoulder injury the following season—*“Paul Brown made me 
practice for three weeks and play with unreal pain in two 
games”—reportedly led to the coach trading him to Chicago 
last year. Staley proved a good catch for Chicago, especially 
as a pass rusher. However, he missed the last three games with 
a knee injury that required surgery. In March he loosened the 
ligaments when he fell off his bike while exercising. A free 
speaker (his mates call him “Super Squirrel”), Bill got him- 
self into trouble with Halas with accusations of excess use of 
pain killers on the team. Also, he’s announced that he’d like 
to become a pro boxer in a couple of years. All this adds up 
to a possible trade since he, too, doesn’t fit into the club’s con- 
servative image. 


Doug Buffone: Steady Doug Buffone led the Bears in intercep- 
tions last season with four. Hardly an earth-shattering fact, 
except an unusual one, since Buffone’s not a defensive back 
but an outside linebacker. The 225-pound Louisville product 
has been a starter since 1967, after spending his rookie season 
on the special teams. In that time he’s been second only to 
Dick Butkus in making and assisting on tackles. Although 
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Buffone is lost in the publicity shadow of the great Butkus, the 
coaching staff rates Doug very highly, and at 27 he still has 
time to grab some of the spotlight. 


Bob Wallace: Although he’s listed as a tight end, the 6-3, 220- 
pound Bob Wallace has the speed to play outside. He showed 
this in 1969 when he led the club in receiving with 47 catches 
including a one-game high of 10 receptions against the 49ers. 
Big things were expected of the 1968 number two draft choice 
from Texas El Paso last year, but the injury jinx which struck 
the club kept Wallace out of the last nine games of the season. 
A knee operation to repair torn cartilage and ligaments was 
termed a success, and this year Bob is expected to take the 
pressure off league-leader Dick Gordon. Before being side- 
lined, Wallace caught 15 passes for 160 yards. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
CHICAGO BEARS 


September 19 Pittsburgh; 26 at Minnesota. 

October 3 at Los Angeles; 10 New Orleans; 17 at San Fran- 
cisco; 24 at Detroit; 31 Dallas. _ 

November 7 Green Bay; 14 Washington; 21 Detroit; 29* at 
Miami. 

December 5 at Denver; 12 at Green Bay; 19 Minnesota. 


* Night game. 
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DALLAS 
COWBOYS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—/st (NFC Eastern) 

Strengths—ao solid first-string defense, a superior ground game and 
excellent receivers. 

Biggest needs—ao consistent passer, added depth on the offensive 
line, and a backup defensive tackle. 

1970 finish—/st (NFC Eastern, 10—4—0) 


The Dallas Cowboys will always remember November 22, 
1970, for that was the day they were resurrected from the 
dead. Only a week before, Dallas was obliterated by the St. 
Louis Cardinals, 38-0, on national television, and its season 
record stood at S—4. Instead of folding in the post-season play- 
offs, as had been their custom in the previous four years, the 
Cowboys appeared to be calling it quits earlier than usual last 
year. 

With the pressure off, however, the Cowboys reversed their 
course and made it all the way to the Super Bowl, beating 
Detroit and San Francisco in the play-offs. Although they lost 
the NFL title to Baltimore, head coach Tom Landry believes 
the pride and momentum that carried the team to seven straight 
victories will carry over to the ’71 season. If anything, the 
Cowboys are a stronger team than they were last season, and 
have to be considered the prime contenders for the division 
title again. 

The defense, which held the opposition to 36 points over 
the last five regular-season games, remains the Cowboys’ strong 
suit. From the front line to the defensive secondary, it is 
manned by experienced and hard-playing pros. The front four 
is all muscle from left to right with Larry Cole, Jethro Pugh, 
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Bob Lilly and George Andrie. Cole is coming back from a 
broken arm which kept him out of four games last season, but 
the Cowboys are very high on second-year man Pat Toomay 
who subbed for Cole; Toomay can play at either end. Added 
depth at the ends comes from number one draft choice Tody 
Smith, a 6-5, 250-pounder out of USC, and third-round choice 
Bill Gregory. The Cowboys may have weakened themselves by 
trading second-string tackle Ron East to L.A. during the off- 
season, and are counting on rookies Rodney Wallace and Doug 
Mooers for emergencies. 

The linebacking chores will once again be handled by Dave 
Edwards, Lee Roy Jordan and Chuck Howley, a veteran three- 
some. Howley is the oldest in the group, 35, but last season 
had one of his best years. Backup duty falls to youngsters 
Steve Kiner, Tom Stincic and D. D. Lewis. Coach Landry be- 
lieves each of them has outstanding potential and the team 
wouldn’t be hurt if any of the veterans were sidelined with 
injury. The rookies are Ron Kadziel (Stanford) and Ernie 
Bonwell (Lane College). 

Only one position in the defensive secondary remained un- 
settled when the Cowboys opened training camp. The free 
safety job was up for grabs between second-year men Cliff 
Harris and Charlie Waters. Waters, a receiver and quarterback 
at Clemson, took over Jast season when Harris had to fulfill 
military obligations. Third-year man Richmond Flowers is also 
a contender for the job. The incumbent strong safety is Cornell 
Green, but he’ll face a challenge from returning veteran Mike 
Gaechter who missed the entire "70 season with a torn Achilles’ 
tendon. Waters can also handle the strong side. 

The corners appear set with Herb Adderley on the left side 
and Mel Renfro on the right. Sophomore Mark Washington 
will be the number one backup man. Rookies Tyrone Couey 
(Utah State) and Isaac Thomas (Bishop College) will show 
what they can do. Landry has a feeling, however, that Thomas 
may wind up on offense. He looked better than the other first- 
year receivers in rookie camp last spring. 

The Cowboys should have no trouble mounting a strong 
running game again this year; they led the NFC in rushing 
offense with 2,300 yards in *70. But they still have to improve 
their air game. Craig Morton should be throwing beiter this 
year since he underwent surgery on his sore elbow during the 
off-season. But since taking over the reins from Don Meredith 
in ’69, Morton has yet to play an entire season without injury. 

(Continued on page 26) 
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COWBOYS TEAM ROSTER 


Yrs. 
No, Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
26 Adderly, Herb CB 6-1 200 32 11 Michigan St. 
23 Adkins, Margene WR 5-10 183 24 2 Henderson J.C, 
Alworth, Lance WR 6-0 180 31 10 Arkansas 
66 Andrie, George DE 6-6 250 31 10 Marquette 
78 Asher, Bob its 6-5 250 23 2 Vanderbilt 


DALLAS COWBOYS 25 
Yrs. 

No Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 

Tl Belden, Bob QB 6-2 205 24 2 Notre Dame 
Bomer, John c 6-3 230 22 1 Memphis St, 
Bonwell, Ernest LB 64% 225 22 1 Lane Col. 
Brennon, John a} 6-3 260 24 1 Boston Col. 
Carter, Joe TE (6-3) -2)9'* 23 1 Grambling 

83 Clark, Mike K 6-1] 205 30 9 Texas A&M 

63 Cole, Larry DE 64 250 25 4 Hawaii 
Couey, Tyrone CB 62 194 22 1 Utah St. 

89 Ditka, Mike TE 63 225 31 11 # Pittsburgh 

52 Edwards, Dave LB’ ‘6-1 =.225' SI 9 Auburn 
Fitzgerald, John T 6-4 265 23 1 Boston Col, 

45 Flowers, Richmond Ss 6-0 180 24 3. Tennessee 
Ford, James RB 6-0 200 22 1 Texas Southern 

27 Gaechter, Mike S 60 190 31 9 Oregon 

32 Garrison, Walt RB 6-0 205 27 6 Oklahoma St. 
Goepel, Steve QB 6-2 200 22 1 Colgate 

34 Green, Cornell Ss 6-3 208 31 10 Utah St. 
Gregory, Bill DE 65 240% 22 1 Wisconsin 
Griffin, Bill T 65 250 23 #+J Catawba 

64 Hagen, Halvor C-G 65 253 24 3 Weber St. 

43 Harris, Cliff S 6-0 184 22 2 Ouachita 

22 Hayes, Bob WR 5-11 185 28 7 Florida A&M 

35 Hill, Calvin RB 6-4 227 24 3 Yale 

54 Howley, Chuck LB 6-2 225 35 13 West Virginia 
Jackson, Honor WR 6-2 190 23 1 Pacific 
Jessie, Ron WR 6-0 183 23 1 Kansas 

55 Jordan, Lee Roy LB 6-1 221 30 9 Alabama 
Kadziel, Ron LB 6-3 215 22 #1. Stanford 

60 Kiner, Steve LB 6-0 218 24 2 Tennessee 

50 Lewis, D. D. LB 6-1 225 25 3 Mississippi St. 

74 Lilly, Bob DT 6-5 260 32 11) TCU 
Maier, Steve WR 6-3 192 23 1 No. Arizona 

51 Manders, Dave Cc 6-2 250 30 7 Michigan St. 
Mitchell, Buddy T 6-5 232 22 1 Mississippi 
Mocers, Doug DE 66 265 24 +%$| Whittier Col, 

14 Morton, Craig QB 6-4 214 28 7 California 

73 Neely, Ralph T 6-6 265 27 7 Oklahoma 

76 Niland, John G 6-3 245 27 6 lowa 

61 Nye, Blaine G 6-4 25] 25 4 = Stanford 

75 Pugh, Jethro DT 6-6 260 27 7 Elizabeth City St, 

30 Reeves, Dan RB 6-1 200 27 7 South Carolina 

20 Renfro, Mel CB 6-0 190 29 8 Oregon 
Richardson, Gloster WR 6-0 200 29 5 Jackson St. 

88 Rucker, Reggie WR 6-2 1990 24 2 Boston U, 
Scarber, Sam RB 6-2 235 22 1 New Mexico 
Smith, Tody DE 6-5 250 23 1. So. California 

12 Staubach, Roger QB 63 197 29 3 Navy 

56 Stincic, Tom LB 6-4 230 24 3 Michigan 

33 Thomas, Duane RB 6-1 220 24 2 West Texas St, 
Thomas, Isaac CB 6-2 191 24 41. Bishop Col. 

67 Toomay, Pat DE 6-5 244 23 2 Vanderbilt 
Truaox, Billy TE 6-5 235 28 8 LSU 
Tucker, Wendal WR 5-11 185 28 £5. So. Carolina St. 
Wallace, Rodney DT 6-5 260 22 1 New Mexico 

46 Washington, Mark CB 5-10 188 23 2 Morgan St. 

41 Woters, Charlie Ss 6-1 193. 22 2 Clemson 

42 Welch, Claxton RB 5-11 203 24 3 Oregon 

10 Widby, Ron P 64 210 26 4 Tennessee 
Williams, Joe RB 6-0 193° 24 1 Wyoming 

70 Wright, Rayfield T 6-6 255 26 5 Fort Valley St. 
Young, Bob ibe Ges — _ 250. 23 1__Delaware 
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Landry feels that Roger Staubach will be ready to make a 
strong challenge for the job this season, and no decision will 
be made until both quarterbacks show what they can do in 
the pre-season games. Staubach started the first two games of 
last season and wound up with a 53.7 completion percentage 
on 82 attempts. But the two-year veteran threw eight inter- 
ceptions, too. Whichever one makes the grade in *71, it’s ex- 
pected that Landry will continue to call the plays from the 
sidelines. Second-year man Bob Belden will be trying to hang 
on this year; in °69 he was on the Cowboys’ taxi squad. 

On the receiving end Dallas has superior talent. In May 
they exchanged one troubled Lance for another when they sent 
Lance Rentzel to Los Angeles and acquired Lance Alworth 
from San Diego. Alworth, despite a poor season in 1970, still 
has to be considered a game breaker. The Cowboys’ other 
pass-catching threat, Bob Hayes, played out his option last year 
and became a free agent on May 1. Considering what Hayes 
has contributed in the last six years, Dallas would be crazy to 
let him go. Behind Hayes are Margene Adkins, Reggie Rucker, 
both second-year pros, and Gloster Richardson, acquired from 
Kansas City in exchange for Dennis Homan. Alworth’s backup 
receivers are Wendell Tucker (who came from L.A. in the 
Rentzel trade), Rucker, Richardson, rookie Ron Jessie 
(Kansas) and rookie defensive back Isaac Thomas. Adkins is 
considered a sleeper, Rucker showed promise in the second 
half of the 70 season, and Richardson, who played behind 
Frank Pitts at K.C., could be a fine receiver if given a chance. 

Tight end Pettis Norman went to San Diego in the Alworth 
deal (along with tackle Tony Liscio and Ron East), but the 
Cowboys simultaneously acquired veteran Billy Truax from 
L.A. A clutch receiver, Truax caught 36 passes last year. He'll 
compete with 11-year veteran Mike Ditka for the starting job. 
They could wind up as Landry’s messenger service this year. 
Rookies Joe Carter (Grambling) and Bob Young (Delaware) 
will also show what they can do. 

The Cowboys’ ground game is a problem in abundance. 
Calvin Hill and Duane Thomas, both standouts in their re- 
spective rookie seasons, will be vying for the halfback job. If 
they’re both up to par, the Cowboys should be a consistent 
running threat. Walt Garrison is solid at fullback. Claxton 
Welch is the backup fullback, Third-round draft choice Sam 
Scarber (New Mexico) showed fine potential during rookie 
camp and will be available, too. Behind Hill and Thomas are 
rookies Joe Williams (Wyoming) and James Ford (Texas). 
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And player-coach Dan Reeves will again be available if neces- 
sary. 

Last year’s starting offensive line is back intact. Ralph Neely 
settled into the left tackle spot after switching from the right 
side to make room for Rayfield Wright who became a first- 
time starter. Guards John Niland and new man Blaine Nye 
performed well, The center is Dave Manders, who got his start- 
ing job back after three years of injury and frustration. The 
backup center will be either Bob Asher, Halvor Hagen, or John 
Fitzgerald, who spent the ’70 season on the taxi squad. Hagen 
can play guard, and Asher is a tackle. The job will most likely 
fall to the one who can be used to fill in elsewhere, too. Others 
contending for jobs are rookies Buddy Mitchell, John Bomer, 
Bill Griffin and John Brennan. 

Mike Clark is returning as placekicker. He got off to a 
troubled start in *70, but then was more reliable. Ron Widby 
handles the punting chores. Free agent Jerry DePoyster, who 
played with Detroit for a while, will challenge both returnees. 


TOM LANDRY: Although it’s agreed that Tom 
Landry has one of football’s great minds, his 
ability to communicate with his players has 
been questioned. And when the highly-fa- 
vored Cowboys showed only a 5-4 record 
last season and were running a distant third 
in the NFC East, the critics lambasted the 
coach. Even some of his players took some pot-shots. But 
suddenly the club turned around and made its way to the Super 
Bowl, “I think we showed everyone we can win the big ones,” 
Landry said, referring to the Cowboys’ recent history of failure 
in the clutch. “You know, it would have been an easy thing 
for us to quit, especially after the Cards whipped us, 38-0. But 
we came back and I feel the spirit which carried us to the title 
game will carry over to this season.” It’s obvious the coach 
had a lot to do with keeping the players from folding. Landry 
has one of the most innovative offenses in football and has 
always produced a sound defense. Tom was an All-Pro defen-~ 
sive back for the Giants in the ’50s, then became an assistant 
coach in New York, where he developed the Giants’ famous 
Umbrella Defense. He returned to his home state of Texas in 
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1960 to become the first and only coach the Cowboys have 
ever had. Landry owns a degree from Texas, where he was 
a standout running back, and later received an industrial en- 
gineering degree from Houston. At times it appears his com- 
plicated offense is planned by an engineer. 


Lance Alworth: Last summer Lance Alworth stunned the foot- 
ball world by announcing his retirement in favor of a business 
opportunity. However, his departure was short-lived and the 
outstanding pass catcher returned in time to play the season. 
But Alworth didn’t perform up to his usual standards, and 
last May the Chargers stunned Lance by trading him to the 
Dallas Cowboys. Alworth, a nine-year veteran, whose statistics 
take up two full pages in the Chargers’ record book, caught 
only 35 passes for 608 yards and four touchdowns in °70. Ex- 
cept for his rookie year in 1962, he had never caught fewer 
than 52 passes. He was the AFL’s receiving leader in 1966 
(with 73), in ’68 (68), and in 69 (64). He gained more than 
1,000 yards for seven consecutive years (1963-69), an all-time 
pro record. In ‘69 he also broke Don Hutson’s pro record by 
catching at least one pass in 96 consecutive games; the streak 
was broken in the first game of the ‘70 season when Alworth 
was bothered by a pulled leg muscle. In December, still in 
financial trouble, Alworth sued the Chargers (for breach of 
contract) and the NFL (charging antitrust violations). In Feb- 
ruary he withdrew the suits after reaching a settlement, “I 
came to the decision that I wanted to be remembered as a darn 
good football player rather than the guy who sued football,” he 
explained. However, his legal action against San Diego perhaps 
explains why he now plays for Dallas. 


Duane Thomas; For the second year in a row the Cowboys’ 
number one draft choice paid big dividends. Duane Thomas, 
tabbed as a backup runner plus kick return man, was given 
a chance to start last season when Calvin Hill, Dallas’ out- 
standing rookie in 69, was sidelined. Once in there, the 220- 
pound Thomas never relinquished the job. Despite his size, 
Duane has great speed and, past the line of scrimmage, runs 
like a breakaway runner. In his rookie season Thomas gained 
803 yards to finish fifth in the NFC. In the conference cham~ 
pionship game, he carried 27 times through the tough 49er 
defense and gained 145 yards. Thomas also finished 10th in 
kickoff returns with a 21.9 average. Lf he showed any weakness 
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it was as a receiver, although the Cowboys feel he catches 
passes well enough to play tight end, Coincidentally, Thomas 
gained Rookie of the Year honors, just as Hill had done the 
previous season. 


Craig Morton: Coming back after shoulder surgery proved too 
difficult for Craig Morton as he suffered through a dismal sea- 
son in 1970, At one point Craig performed so poorly that he 
was benched in favor of scrambler Roger Staubach. But, down 
the stretch, it was Morton at the helm—albeit with Tom 
Landry sending in the plays from the sidelines. In addition to 
the shoulder problem, Morton injured his elbow and under- 
went off-season surgery to correct the problem. Although his 
passing fell off, the 6-4, 214-pounder lowered his interception 
total to only seven, one of the best marks in the league, and 
wound up with the best average gain in the NFL, 8.79 yards. 
Overall, Morton finished with 102 completions for a 49.3 
completion percentage, 1,819 yards and 15 TDs; he ranked 
fifth among NFL passers, Confident about the *70 season, 
Morton says, “All I hope is that Tom lets me call my own 
plays.” 


Bob Lilly: Although this is his 11th season in the NFL, peren- 
nial All-Pro Bob Lilly is considered by many to be the finest 
defensive tackle in the league. Most quarterbacks include Bob 
on their list of defensive linemen they “respect” the most. The 
best defense against Lilly is to double-team him, though even 
that’s risky, considering how strongly the rest of the Dallas de- 
fensive line rushes, One on one, the only way to stop Lilly 
is to hold him illegally. Lilly is 6-4 and 260 pounds of strength, 
and as Coach Landry says, “Nobody is as quick.” Bob was the 
Cowboys’ number one draft choice after being an All-Ameri- 
can tackle at TCU. 


Chuck Howley: At the age of 33, outside linebacker Chuck 
Howley joined the “now” generation by giving up his crew cut 
for longer hair. It didn’t hurt him a bit as he had an outstand- 
ing season in ‘70, culminating in his Super Bowl performance 
which earned him the honor of becoming the first member of 
a losing team ever to win Sport Magazine’s MVP award. In 
the Super Bowl, Chuck was responsible for two interceptions 
and three unassisted tackles. During the regular season he 
came up with two interceptions. The 6-2, 225-pounder has 
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surprising speed—he was a 10.1 sprinter at West Virginia— 
which enables him to stick with swift receivers. Chuck plays 
strong-side linebacker. Ironically, his career almost ended be- 
fore it really began, He was drafted by the Bears, but he was 
hurt in his third season and returned home. The Cowboys 
checked him out and decided he could help the club, so they 
gave Chicago a second-round draft choice in exchange for 
Chuck. They've never regretted it. 


Walt Garrison: He weighs only 205 pounds, but Walt Garrison 
hits up the middle as if he weighed twice that. The 27-year-old 
fullback gets a quick start and is strong enough to break 
tackles. Walt also has good hands and wound up third in re- 
ceiving on the club with 21 catches for 205 yards and two 
touchdowns. As for his running, he averaged four yards a 
plunge in registering 507 yards and three touchdowns. If he 
had a weakness it was his blocking, but the one-time Oklahoma 
State back came on strong last season in that department. He 
promises to turn into a complete player this year. 


Lee Roy Jordan: An All-American middle linebacker at Ala- 
bama, Lee Roy Jordan has made a name for himself in the 
NFL despite being one of the lighter MLB’s around at 219 
pounds. However, his outstanding speed makes him just right 
for the Cowboy defense, which demands mobility. Jordan is 
exceptional on pass coverage and is a fierce tackler. Bear 
Bryant, his college coach, said, “Lee Roy takes it mighty per- 
sonal when anyone comes at him with a football. He’s the best 
linebacker I ever coached.” At 30, Jordan still plays with the 
same attitude. 


George Andrie: When you're 6-6 and 250 pounds, with speed 
to go with the strength you have, you're most likely the ideal 
defensive end—and that’s just what George Andrie is. George 
_has the ability to nail the quarterback and is outstanding 
against the run. Teamed with Bob Lilly, he gives Dallas one 
of the great defensive right sides of the line. The only thing 
holding Andrie back is the Landry defensive system, which 
operates almost like a zone, with each man responsible for a 
piece of territory. Thus, he can’t go all out to grab the quarter- 
back unless his play is called. The Cowboys made George a 
sixth-round draft choice in 1962 even though he didn’t play 
football in his senior year—that was the year Marquette 
dropped the sport. 
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Bob Hayes: There's no more dangerous long pass catcher in 
the business than 9.1 sprinter Bob Hayes. Yet, for the first 
part of last season, he sat on the bench. Coincidentally, or 
perhaps not, the Cowboys stumbled. Once Hayes got back in 
form and in action, he was the same old game-breaker as he 
wound up leading the club with 34 catches, 10 of 'them going 
for touchdowns. What’s more, he topped the entire NFL by 
averaging 26.1 yards per catch. Although there were various 
reasons for Hayes being on the bench, the main one was 
probably that he had decided to play out his option. Bob re- 
portedly asked for $75,000 per season and Dallas wouldn’t 
come close. He repeatedly threatened, saying, “If they don’t 
give me what I feel ’'m worth, I'll play for a team that does. 
I want to stay with Dallas but not for what they want to pay 
me.” There was off-season talk that he would be traded to the 
New York Jets. 


Calvin Hill: When Dallas made Calvin Hill its number one 
draft pick in 1969, the football world wondered out loud. Hill 
was a fine Ivy League player at Yale, but he had shown noth- 
ing which pointed to his being a top choice. “When we ran 
Calvin’s statistics and physical attributes through the computer 
it came up with a fantastic rating,” the Cowboys explained. 
And the machine didn’t lie because Hill was named to the 
All-Pro team and was Rookie of the Year in *69. Although he 
missed three games with a foot injury, Calvin rushed for 942 
yards in-his first season, Last year it appeared that he would 
build on his sensational record; five games into the season, he 
had already gained 427 yards and scored three touchdowns. 
But on the second play against Kansas City on October 25, 
he was injured and lost his job to Duane Thomas. “I want my 
job back,” said Hill at the start of training camp. But Landry 
was toying with the idea of converting the 220-pound Calvin 
to tight end, a position Hill dislikes. One thing is certain: 
wherever Hill plays he'll be a plus. 


Mel Renfro: When Tom Landry wants to play football chess 
he moves Mel Renfro around, If he needs a running back, 
Mel is his man. After all, the 9.6 sprinter was an All-American 
back at Oregon before Dallas made him a second-round draft 
pick in 1964. Need a safety? Renfro is All-Pro caliber. The 
same can be said of his ability at comerback, where Mel picked 
off four passes last season to increase his career total to 35. 
To top off his outstanding year, Renfro was the MVP in the 
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first AFC-NFC Pro Bowl, returning a pair of punts for thrilling 
touchdowns. It appears he’ll be at cornerback again this season 
unless the clubs needs a safety ora... 


Rayfield Wright: An unknown 1967 seventh-round draft choice 
from Fort Valley State in Georgia, Rayfield Wright looked so 
good in spots that he was finally given a regular job last sea- 
son as the offensive right tackle. To make room for Wright, 
All-Pro tackle Ralph Neely was moved to guard. And the 6-6, 
255-pound Wright showed his appreciation with a great season. 
He offered protection for the passer and his great speed en- 
abled him to lead his running backs into the clear. Wright 
turned in a fine performance against Baltimore’s Bubba Smith 
in the Super Bowl. It shouldn’t be long before he’s an All-Pro, 
too. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
DALLAS COWBOYS 


September 19 at Buffalo; 26 at Philadelphia. 

October 3 Washington; 11* New York Giants; 17 at New 
Orleans; 24 New England; 31 at Chicago. 

November 7 at St. Louis; 14 Philadelphia; 21 at Washington; 
25 Los Angeles. 

December 4 New York Jets; 12 at New York Giants; 18 St. 
Louis. 


* Night game, 


4 


DETROIT 
LIONS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—2nd (NFC Central) 

Strengths—olert defensive secondary, outstanding defense against 
the rush, depth in the running game. 

Biggest needs—an effective pass rush, better pass protection and 
victories over the Vikings. 

1970 finish—2nd (NFC Central, 10—4—0) 


The Lion may be king of the jungle, but in the NFC Cen- 
tral Division, Lions are still second. Only one obstacle stands 
in Detroit's way, however—the three-time division-winning 
Minnesota Vikings—but with a little luck and continued prog- 
ress, the Lions could pull off a changing of the guard, perhaps 
even this year. 

Detroit ranked second (to Minnesota) in overall defense in 
the NEC in 1970, yet the Lions still have room for improve- 
ment. The team needs a stronger pass rush, specifically. That’s 
why, for the first time in 14 years, Detroit used its first-round 
draft choice for a defensive player—tackle Bob Bell of the 
University of Cincinnati, a 6-4, 250-pounder who has the 
speed and aggressiveness for deep penetration. Bell isn’t as- 
sured of breaking in this year, but his presence should spur 
veteran tackle Alex Karras. Bothered by knee problems, Alex 
wasn’t as effective as usual last season. Second-year man Jim 
Mitchell, who subbed for the injured Joe Robb at left end last 
season, has to show improvement, too. Coach Joe Schmidt says 
“his inexperience was one reason we didn’t get to the quarter- 
back any more than we did.” Robb and Mitchell will battle for 
the job this year. Jerry Rush and Larry Hand control the right 

(Continued on page 36) 
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A DEFENSIVE UNIT 
Williams satel 
Rasmi eger 
i. ran S 
LeBeau $ Nabe 
cB ¥ Miller Bamey 
4 Tee Cunningham CB 
A Weaver! es Naumoff 
Mooney LB LB 
Walker 


Hand Rush Karras Mitchell 
E A a E 
eiek plea cas fines os mt a 
Brown Wheless* Rasley Cottrell Cottrell Cotton 
Odle Parson Thompson* — Jolly* Lorenz* 
Coates* “ 
Piiconis* 
FL 
HB OB FB Walton 
Fart Landry Taylor Hoghes 
Munson Wright 
Owens Harris* Eddy Franklin® 
Maxwell Abercrombie* ss 
Triplett 
feyorrense UNIT Zmte" 
*Rookie 
LIONS TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No. Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Abercrombie, Dave RB 6-0 195, 22 1 Tulane 
20 Barney, Lem CB 6-0 188 26 5 Jackson St. 
Bell, Bob DT 6-4 250 23 1. Cincinnati 
86 Bergum, Bob DE 6-6 250 24 1 Wisconsin St. 
81 Brown, Charlie WR 6-2 195 23. 2 No. Arizona 
Clark, Al DB 6-0 181 23 1 Eastern Michigan 
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No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Coates, Ed WR 6-1 200 22 #421 Central Mo. St. 

87 Cotton, Craig TE 6-4 222 24 3 Youngstown 

52 Cottrell, Bill Cc 62 255 27 5 Delaware Volley 
Cunningham, Carl L6 6-3 240 27 5 Houston 

40 Eddy, Nick RB 6-1 207 27 4 Notre Dame 

24 Farr, Mel RB 6-2 210 26 5 UCLA 

54 Flanagan, Ed Cc 6-3 245 27 7 Purdue 
Franklin, Herman WR 5-11 175 23 #1 USC 

76 Freitas, Rockne T 6-6 280 26 4 Oregon St. 

68 Gallagher, Frank G 6-2 245 28 +5 No. Carolina 

72 Goich, Dean BT 64 265 27 3 California 

74 Hand, Larry DE’ 64 250 3 7 Appalachian St. 
Harkless, Charles RB 6-2 218 22 #1 Arkansas AM&N 
Harris, Frank QB 6-2 195 23 1 Boston Col, 

80 Haverdick, Dave DT 6-4 245 24 2 Morhead St. 
Hoey, George DB 5-10 170 24 1 Michigan 

85 Hughes, Chuck WR 6-0 180 27 5 Texas-E Paso 
Jolley, Gordon T 6-5 230 22 1 Uteh 

71 Karras, Alex DT 62 250 36 13 lowa 

66 Kowalkowski, Bob G 6-3 240 27 6 Virginia 
Kutschinski, Tom DB 6-0 190 23 1 Michigan St. 

11 Landry, Greg QB 64 205 24 4 Massachusetts 

44 LeBeau, Dick CB 6-1 185 34 13 Ohio St. 
Lee, Ken LB 6-4 230 23 1 Washington 
Lorenz, Tom TE 6-3 213 22 1 lowa St. 

53 Lucci, Mike LB 6-2 230 31 410 Tennessee 

12 Mann, Errol K 6-0 200 30 4 #£North Dakota 

46 Maxwell, Bruce RB 6-1 220 24 2 Arkansas 

25 McCullouch, Earl WR 5-11 175 25 a 

57 *Miller, Terry LB 6-2 225 25 1 Wlineis 

83 Mitchell, Jim DE 6-3 245 23 2 Virginia St. 

62 Mooney, Ed LB 6-2 225 26 4 Texas Tech 

19 Munson, Bill QB 6-2 210 30 8 Utah St. 
Murrell, Mannie DB 6-0 180 24 1 California St. 

50 Noumoff, Paul LB 6-1 215 26 5 Tennessee 
Newell, Pete G-DE 6-4 250 22 J Michigan 

23 Odile, Phil WR 5-11 195 28 4 Brigham Young 

36 Owens, Steve RB 6-2 220 23 2 Oklchoma 
Parson, Ray T 6-4 245 24 1 Minnesota 
Piiconis, Bill WR 6-6 207 22 1. Pittsburgh 

47 Rasmussen, Wayne s 6-2 180 29 8 So, Dakota St. 

67 Rasley, Rocky G 63 250 24 3 Oregon St. 

84 Robb, Joe DE 6-3 245 34 12 TCU 

82 Rush, Jerry DT 6-4 265 28 7 Michiagsn St. 

88 Sanders, Charley TE 6-4 235 25 4 Minnesota 

42 Taylor, Altie RB 5-10 196 23 3 Utah St. 
Terry, Tony DT 6-3 250 24 1 usc 
Thompson, Dave G-C 6-4 275 22 1 Clemson 

38 Triplett, Bill RB 6-2. 215 31 9 Miami {Ohio) 

48 Vaughn, Tommy Ss 5-11 190 28 7 ilowa St. 

55 Walker, Wayne LB 6-2 228 33 14 # Idaho 

63 Walton, Chuck G 6-3 255 30 5 lowa St. 

49 Walton, Larry WR 6-0 180 24 3 Arizona St. 
Weaver, Charles LB 62 218 21 1 usc 

18 Weaver, Hermon P 6-4 210 22 2 Tennessee 
Webb, Phil DB 6-3 215 22 1 Colorado St. 

28 Weger, Mike Ss 6-2 200 25 5 Bowling Green 
Wheless, Brownie T 64 250 23 1 Rice 

45 Williams, Bobby cB 6-0 200 29 5 Central St. 
Woods, Larry DT 66 256 23 1 Tennessee St. 

46 Wright, John WR 6-0 195 25 4 Illinois 

75 Yorbrough, Jim uy 65 250 24 3 Florida 
Zofko, Mickey RB 6-3 195 22 1 Auburn 
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side of the line. The reseryes are Bob Bergum, who missed the 
entire “70 season because of military duty, Dan Goich and 
Dave Hayerdick. 

Fortunately, what the Lions didn’t have up front was made 
up for by an extremely fine secondary. (Detroit tied Minne- 
sota for the conference Jead in interceptions, 28.) Lem Barney 
and Dick LeBeau at the corners combined for 16 interceptions. 
Mike Weger and Tommy Vaughn are the returning safeties, 
but theyll meet competition from Wayne Rasmussen and 
Bobby Williams. 

Nine-year veteran Mike Lucci heads a group of linebackers 
who don’t make many mistakes. The outside men are Paul 
Naumoff (great range, hard hitter) and Wayne Walker (very 
shrewd, hard hitter). The Lions drafted a potential linebacker, 
Charlie Weaver of USC, on the second round, but he'll find 
the going tough trying to dislodge one of the incumbents. 
Schmidt would like to see Weaver get some experience this 
year, however. He was called “the fastest linebacker in col- 
legiate ranks.” Carl Cunningham, acquired from Denver in 
exchange for discontented offensive tackle Roger Shoals, and 
Ed Mooney are the reserves. 

The offense is still a bit schizophrenic, split between pocket- 
type passer Bill Munson and Greg Landry, who likes to run 
with the ball. Schmidt appears ready to go with Landry from 
the start this season. Munson is 30, while Landry is only 24— 
and Landry must be considered the Lions’ quarterback of the 
future. Munson could be traded, since Detroit drafted a well- 
tated rookie quarterback, Frank Harris of Boston College. 

Coach Schmidt feels Landry may run a bit too much, but 
if Greg stays in the pocket, his offensive line will have to give 
him more time to spot his receivers. The Lions had enough 
confidence in third-year man Jim Yarbrough to trade away 
veteran Roger Shoals. The right tackle is Rocky Freitas, enter- 
ing only his fourth season in the pros, but his third as a starter. 
Chuck Walton and Frank Gallagher are the guards, while dur- 
able Ed Flanagan returns at center. There’s good depth with 
Bill Cottrell able to fill in at tackle and center, and guards Bob 
Kowalkowski and Rocky Rasley, Second-round draft choice 
Dave Thompson is the rookie with the best chance of breaking 
in somewhere. He’s a 6-4, 275-pounder who played center and 
guard at Clemson. 

If everyone stays healthy, the Lions will have a flexible run- 
ning game this year with Mel Farr and third-year man Altie 
Taylor leading the way. Heisman Trophy winner Steve Owens 
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was all set to pair with Farr last season, but suffered a shoulder 
separation in the final pre-season game and was out for a good 
part of the year. Steve finally got a chance when Farr was also 
knocked out with a shoulder separation late in the season, and 
Owens showed that the knocks against him were untrue; he 
can block, run outside and catch the ball. Nick Eddy, Bruce 
Maxwell and Bill Triplett are the holdover veterans. 

The Lions passed less than any other NFC team last season 
(only 294 attempts), and therefore finished way down in pass- 
ing offense. But when they did go to the air, they completed 
over 56 percent of their passes, fourth best in the conference. 
If, as anticipated, the line is stronger this year, allowing more 
quarterback protection and providing more time for receivers 
to run their patterns, Detroit’s passing game should be more 
productive. Charley Sanders, the club leader with 40 recep- 
tions in *70, returns at tight end, while Earl McCullouch and 
Larry Walton are the wide receivers. Also available are Charlie 
Brown, Phil Odle, Chuck Hughes and John Wright. Wright 
missed all of last season with an injury. Third-year man Craig 
Cotton will be trying to oust Sanders; fat chance! Rookies get~ 
ting a look include Herman Franklin, a track star at USC (he 
had a 9.5 100), and Bill Pilconis, projected as an outside man, 
but a tight end at Pitt. 


JOE SCHMIDT: One of the first middle line- 
backers in football—a position almost un~ 
known until the 4-3 defense became domi- 
nant in the 1950s—Joe Schmidt was also one 
of the best. He was a fierce competitor and 
, the same passion to win has been carried 
over to his coaching. He’s as tough on his 
players as he was on himself during his 13-year career. In that 
span he was named to the All-Pro team eight times. After re- 
tiring, Schmidt was named a Lion assistant coach in 1966 and 
then became head coach in 1967. It took him two years to 
establish himself, but in 1969 he directed the Lions to nine 
victories and last season 10, only the fourth coach in Lion his- 
tory to win that many games in a single season. As: for this 
year, Schmidt says, “We must have a good team. But good 
teams aren’t enough to become champions. We must be great 
to win. That is our goal for 1971.” Detroit hasn’t appeared in 
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the championship game since 1957 when, with Schmidt at 
MLB, the Lions walloped Cleveland, 59-14. Schmidt, in his 
fifth season as head coach, just might be able to turn the trick 
this year. 


Mel Farr: One of the better runners in the game, 208-pound 
Mel Farr has been plagued by injuries, starting in 1967, 
when he was the NFL Rookie of the Year, which have kept 
him from reaching his full potential. Still, no one challenges 
the onetime UCLA All-America’s credentials. Last year, play- 
ing with a bad shoulder, he missed only two games. A slashing 
runner with speed, Farr finished seventh in the NFC with 717 
yards. Nine times he rushed for touchdowns and he caught 
two scoring passes among his 29 receptions. In four pro sea- 
sons Mel, whose brother Miller is a cornerback for the Car- 
dinals, has missed nearly 17 games. Despite this he’s gained 
more than 2,400 yards rushing, averaging better than four 
yards per carry. There’s no telling how high his mark will go 
if he can stay healthy through an entire season. 


Lem Barney: A brilliant cornerback, Lem Barney is probably 
the greatest offensive player ever to play on a defensive unit. 
To start with, he’s one of the best pass defenders of all time, 
showing 32 interceptions in only four seasons. An admitted 
gambler when it comes to going for the ball, he seldom guesses 
wrong. In last season’s opener he picked off a Bart Starr pass 
and went for a touchdown. The following week saw the former 
Jackson State standout give Cincinnati a lesson in rules. A Cin- 
cinnati punt hit one of the Bengals and the referee dropped 
his cap to mark the spot although no whistle was blown. While 
most of the other players relaxed, thinking the play was over, 
Barney grabbed the ball and sprinted for a 61-yard touchdown. 
When Lem was sidelined for the game with Minnesota at mid- 
season, the Vikings took advantage of his absence by pouring 
passes into his zone to defeat the Lions. In the season finale, 
Barney stung the Packers by returning an interception for a 
49-yard touchdown. Earlier, he returned a kickoff 74 yards 
and a punt 65 yards to set up 10 other points. Lem finished 
second in the NFC to teammate Dick LeBeau in interceptions 
(nine to seven), third in punt returns, and had two 48-yard 
kickoff returns. No wonder he’s called “Mr. Excitement.” 


Greg Landry: Detroit’s season looked to be a forlorn failure by 
the time Greg Landry was installed as first-string quarterback. 
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But the 1968 number one draft choice from the University of 
Massachusetts blossomed into the top quarterback in the con- 
ference as he led the Lions to five straight wins and a spot in 
the play-offs. The 6-4 passer completed an amazing 61 percent 
of his attempts and threw nine touchdown passes. Greg also 
carried 35 times for 350 yards, leading Schmidt to remark, 
“He sometimes runs a little bit more than we feel he should.” 
A lot of yardage was picked up in the season opener when, 
Jate in a romp over the Packers, Greg popped through the 
Green Bay line on a quarterback sneak and didn’t stop running 
until he was overhauled 76 yards later; that was the longest 
gain in the NFC last season. Although he had a great finish, 
Landry will have to beat out Bill Munson for the first-string 
job. 


Bill Munson: During the first part of last season, most of the 
credit for the Lions’ 5—1 record was attributed to the outstand- 
ing quarterbacking of Bill Munson. But then came three 
straight losses and Munson suddenly found himself picking up 
splinters on the bench. When he was going strong, as against 
Chicago, when he completed 13 of 19 for 229 yards, Bill was 
almost unstopable. But when he cooled off, the pocket passer 
found problems hitting his deep receivers. He finished eighth 
in the conference. An outstanding passer at Utah State, Mun- 
son led the nation by having only three passes intercepted in 
1963. Then came four years with the Rams—a knee operation 
in 1966 cost him his job when Roman Gabriel took over— 
and finally, in 1968, the Lions gave up three players plus draft 
choices to get Bill. In his first season with Detroit he set a team 
record of 181 completions, but a broken finger cost him half 
of the ‘69 campaign. 


Jim Flanagan: He took over the regular center job as a rookie 
in 1965 after an outstanding career at Purdue, and Jim Plana- 
gan has held the post ever since. Now, starting his seventh 
season, the 245-pounder is rated one of the best centers 
around. He’s very quick and doesn’t buckle under pressure. As 
the leader of the line—co-captain on offense—he calls a lot of 
blocking signals. A fifth-round draft choice in ’65, Flanagan 
has played in the last two Pro Bowl games. He’s 27. 


Mike Lucci: It took a three-way trade involving the Giants and 
Browns to bring Mike Lucci to the Lions in 1965, but it was 
a great swap as Lucci filled in ably for the retired Joe Schmidt. 
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Although he doesn’t get many headlines, the 230-pounder is 
rated among the better middle linebackers. His greatest assets 
are his ability to make jarring tackles and his knack of sensing 
where the play will go—invariably appearing there in time to 
plug holes. And he’s no patsy against the pass as his two inter- 
ceptions last season point up. Even more important, Mike’s 
ability to call defensive signals greatly helped the Lions to top 
the NFC in stopping the rush and tie for the interception title 
with 28. At 31, in his 10th season, the former Tennessee cap- 
tain is finally receiving overdue public recognition. 


Alex Karras: He is a soft-spoken, bespectacled purveyor of 
humor on many late-night television shows, but opposing run- 
ners and quarterbacks find nothing funny when 255-pound de- 
fensive tackle Alex Karras pounds them into the ground. Now 
starting his 13th season, Karras is coming off a good season 
for someone else but not one of his best. A four-time All-Pro, 
Alex underwent knee surgery in January 1970, and the knee 
gave him problems early last season. The onetime Iowa wres- 
tling champ didn’t get to the quarterback the way he had in 
the past. But if the knee holds up, look for Detroit’s number 
one pick in 1958 to return to form—which is no laughing 
matter to the other clubs, 


Charlie Sanders: He doesn’t get the publicity that some of the 
other tight ends do, but former University of Minnesota star 
Charlie Sanders is now rated tops in the NFL. Not only does 
he have good hands (he’s caught 120 passes and led the Lions 
in teceiving every year since being drafted on the third round 
in 1968), but he’s a superb blocker. On a 20-yard Mel Farr 
touchdown run last season, Charlie took out two Bears with 
one block. The Detroit coaches feel he’s still two or three years 
away from his peak. Right now his only problem is weight. 
“I start the season at 235 but by the time it ends I’m down to 
213,” says Sanders. In order to combat a premature weight 
loss in training camp, he has his own diet—a drink made up 
of milk, honey, raw eggs, ice cream, bananas and syrup tossed 
into a blender. Teammates who have to diet watch his weight 
loss. with envy- 


Dick LeBeau: Only 185 pounds, Dick LeBeau is so durable that 
he hasn’t missed a game since becoming a regular in 1960. 
And in that time he’s made 56 interceptions with his greatest 
year coming last season when he led the NFC with nine, 
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LeBeau now is the leading active interceptor in the NFC, and 
tanks fourth among all-time NFL defenders. He gives credit 
to the zone defense for his ability to steal so many passes. A 
great student of the game, Dick teams with Lem Barney to 
give the Lions the best set of cornerbacks in the league. Ironi- 
cally, after a standout career at Ohio State, LeBeau was draft- 
ed by Cleveland—but failed to make the team. 


Altie Taylor: A shoulder injury as a rookie didn’t give Altie 
Taylor much chance to demonstrate why he was the Lions’ 
first draft pick in 1969. But things were different last season 
when the 200-pound running back picked up 666 yards—ninth 
best total in the conference. He also raced out of the backfield 
to catch 27 passes for 261 yards and a pair of touchdowns. 
Now, with a full season behind him, big things are expected 
from the former Utah State standout. As a college star, Taylor 
rushed for 1,959 yards, and against West Texas State ran back 
a kickoff 105 yards for a touchdown. 


Errol Mann: Three strikes are out, but not for Errol Mann, who 
hung on to become a star kicker for the Lions. After playing 
his college ball at North Dakota, Mann flunked tryouts with 
Denver, Cleveland and Green Bay. But he refused to take the 
hint and dropped into Detroit’s camp as a free agent in 1969, 
just about the time kicker Jerry DePoyster went into the ser- 
vice. Mann was impressive enough to get a contract and went 
on to become the third highest scorer in Lion history with 101 
points that season. To show it was no fluke, he again accounted 
for 101 points last year, kicking 41 straight extra points and 
20 of 29 field goal attempts. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
DETROIT LIONS 


September 20* Minnesota; 26 at New England. 

October 3 Atlanta; 10 Green Bay; 17 at Houston; 24 Chicago. 

November 1* at Green Bay (Milwaukee); 7 at Denver: 14 
Los Angeles; 21 at Chicago; 25 Kansas City. 

December 5 Philadelphia; 11 at Minnesota; 19 at San Fran- 
cisco, 


* Night game, 


=~, 


GREEN BAY 
PACKERS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—4th (NFC Central) 

Strengths—Anderson's versatility, Dale's pass catching, and Wood 
roaming in the secondary. 

Biggest meeds—a miracle season for Starr, the emergence of 
Brockington as a pro runner, and a better pass defense. 

1970 finish—tied for 3rd (NFC Central, 6—8—0) 


This is a season of ifs for the Packers—if Bart Starr can stay 
healthy . . . if Carroll Dale can have another good year .. . if 
Donny Anderson can do it all again . . . if the defense can 
keep the lid on the opposition the way it used to and if new 
head coach Dan Devine can reunite the team and rekindle the 
spirit that led the Packers to 11 championships. If all those 
“ifs” become certainties, then the Pack will be back. But don’t 
count on it. A crumbling dynasty since Vince Lombardi’s last 
year as head coach (1967), Green Bay is a team of aging 
veterans and promising youngsters. It will take a while longer 
for it all to jell. 

It had been assumed that Don Horn was being groomed to 
take over the quarterbacking job from Bart Starr, who has 
been hurt on and off the last few years. But in January the 
Packers traded Horn to Denver and said they would once 
again rely on Starr as their starting quarterback. Then they 
reactivated Bart’s neighbor (and team quarterback coach) 
Zeke Bratkowski to be the backup passer. In age and experi- 
ence, the Starr-Bratkowski tandem is reminiscent of Balti- 
more’s Unitas-Morrall duet—which means heady but old. It 
could be that number three quarterback Frank Patrick may get 
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more work than he did in his rookie season last year: The 6-7, 
225-pounder was originally drafted as a tight end, but then 
was used at quarterback (his college position) when the vet- 
erans were late reporting to camp last summer. This year’s 
rookie quarterback is sixth-round draft choice Scott Hunter, a 
6-2, 205-pounder from Alabama. He’s known to be a very 
accurate passer, but-suffered a severe shoulder injury as a 
college senior, which is why he went so low in the draft. Rick 
Norton, former reserve quarterback at Miami, is also on the 
roster. If Hunter’s arm is healthy, he could be Starr’s successor 
—one beautifully named Alabama star replacing another. 

Aside from All-Pro flanker Carroll Dale, who'll catch passes? 
Those contending for jobs are John Spilis, Mike Carter and 
Jack Clancy. Second-round draft choice Virgil Robinson 
(Grambling) is the top rookie; he could make it at cornerback 
as well. The competition at tight end will be keen. John Hilton 
has the edge, but 1970 top draft choice Rich McGeorge will 
try to moye ahead of the six-year veteran. Both are top-rated 
blockers. 

It’s amazing that Donny Anderson did so well last season, 
since opposing defenses knew the Packers didn’t have a deep 
passing attack and could concentrate on stopping the rush. The 
situation could be the same this year, but it’s hoped that 220- 
pound first-round draft choice John Brockington (Ohio State) 
will be able to share the work load with Anderson. However, 
until the nationally known rookie Brockington proves he can 
handle the job in the pros, Perry Williams and Jim Grabowski 
will be counted on heavily again. Behind Anderson are big, 
quick Dave Hampton and Larry Krause, a second-year man 
used mainly on kickoff returns last year. (Travis Williams, the 
Packers’ second-leading ground gainer in *70, has been traded 
to Los Angeles.) The pieces are here; the problem is fitting 
them together. 

The Packers call their offensive line a “delicate blend of 
youth and experience.” But last year the line was so “delicate” 
that Packer quarterbacks were dropped 44 times for a total loss 
of 380 yards. The incumbents are center Ken Bowman, guards 
Gale Gillingham (four-star) and Bil] Lueck, and tackles Fran- 
cis Peay and Dick Himes. But they'll all meet stiff competition. 
Five-year veteran Malcolm Walker and Cal Withrow will be 
after Bowman's job, third-year man Dave Bradley and several 
rookies are challenging Gillingham and Lueck, and third-year 
men Bill Hayhoe and Rich Moore are the contending tackles. 

(Continued on page 46) 
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eawake Nitschke D. Robinson 
C. Walker LB LB 
Carr 
LB 
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Spilis Peay Lueck Bowman Gillingham Himes Hilton 
M. Carter Moore Bradley M.Walker —-Headley* = Hayhoe McGeorge 
V. Robinson* KHunt* —O'Donnell* Withrow =D. Brown* Garrett* 
Clancy Hendren* 
FL 
HB aB FB Dale 
Anderson Starr P. Williams Johnson* 
Hampton Bratkowskd Brockington* Devs” 
Krause Patrick Grabowski Scales’ 
Martin® Hunter Lanier* 
OFFENSIVE UNIT 
‘ *Rookle 


PACKERS TEAM ROSTER 


Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
82 Aldridge, Lionel DE 6-4 245 30 9 Utah St. 
Alwin, Lance RB 5-11 215 22 1 Lawrence 
87 Amsler, Marty DE 6-5 245 29 4 Evansville 
44 Anderson, Donny RB-P 6-3 210 28 6 Texas Tech 
Bean, Wes K 6-2) - "240! 721 1 Grambling 
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Yr. 
No. Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
57 Bowman, Ken Cc 63 230 28 #8 Wisconsin 
61 Bradley, Dave G 63 245 24 3 # £PennSt. 
12 Bratkowski, Zeke QB 63 215 39 14 Georgia 
42 Brockington, John RB 6-1 225 22 21 Ohio St. 
78 Brown, Bob DE 65 260 31 6 Arkansas AM&N 
Brown, Donnie G 60 235 22 4. €E. CentralSt. 
(Okla.) 
17 Brown, Henry K 62 210 23 #1 = Missouri 
53. Carr, Fred LB 6-5 238 25 4 # Texas-E! Paso 
50 Carter, Jim LB 6-3 235 23 2 Minnesota 
36 Carter, Mike WR 6-1 210 23 #2 Sacramento St. 
80 Clancy, Jack WR 6-1 195 27 § Michigan 
84 Dale, Carroll WR 6-2 200 33 12 Virginia Tech 
47 Davis, Dave WR 6-0 175 8423 1 Tennessee A&l 
79 DeLisle, Jim DT 6-4 254 23 1 Wisconsin 
48 Ellis, Ken CB 5-10 190 23 2 Southern 
46 Fountain, George DB 5-10 180 22 1 Missouri 
35 Garrett, Leonard TE 63 230 23 #23 New Mex. 
Highlands 
68 Gillingham, Gale G 63 255 27 6 Minnesota 
33 Grabowski, Jim RB 6-2 220 26 6  Iilinois 
20 Graham, Dewey K 6-1 195 22 1 Maryland 
75 Gregg, Forrest T 64 250 37 #15 SMU 
58 Gunnels, Rick LB 6-2 225 22 #1 + Texas-El Paso 
Hall, Charles cB 6-1 195 22 1 Pittsburgh 
25 Hampton, Dave RB 6-0 210 24 3 Wyoming 
28 Harden, Leon DB 5-11 195 25 2 Texas-El! Pdso 
43 Hart, Doug DB 60 190 32 8 Texas-Arlington 
77 Hayhoe, Bill TT 6-8 258 25 3. So. California 
65 Headley, Win G 6-3 250 22 1 Woke Forest 
63 Hendren, Greg c 6-2 240 21 1 California 
86 Hilton, John TE 6-5 225 29 7 Richmond 
72 Himes, Dick T 64 244 25 4 = OhioSt. 
55 Hook, Dan LB 6-3 225 23 #=%J Humboldt St. 
69 Houlton, Pat DT 6-4 270 22 #1 St. Norbert 
4S Hunt, Ervin DB 6-2 190 24 2 Fresno St. 
64 Hunt, Kevin i 6-5 250 21 1 Doone (Neb.) 
16 Hunter, Scott QB 62 205 23 #21 Alabama 
21 Jeter, Bob DB 6-1 205 34 9 lowa 
27 Johnson, Jim WR 5-10 175 22 1 Bishop (Tex.) 
22 Johnson, Monty DS 5-11 190 21 1 Oklahoma 
Jones, Curtis LB 6-1 245 22 1 Missouri 
43 Jones, Henry RB 6-1 235 25 2 Grambling 
49 Karpuk, Phil LB- 6-5 230 23 #4| Wyoming 
TE 
30 Krause, Lorry RB 6-0 208 23 2 St. Norbert 
19 Kremser, Karl K 6-0 180 26 3 Tennessee 
59 Kuechenberg, Rudy LB 62 215 28 5 = Indiana 
26 Lanier, John Eee 6-2), (235; 23 1 Parsons (lowa) 
37 Livingston, Dale K 6-1 210 26 4 Western Michigan 
62 Lueck, Bill G 64 235 25 4 Arizona 
76 McCoy, Mike DT 65 284 23 2 Notre Dame 
81 McGeorge, Rich TE 64 235 23 2 Elon 
34 Maier, Jim RB 6-0 210 23 1 St. Norbert 
23 Martin, Jack RB 6-2 205 22 #+JI San Angelo St, 
29 Matthews, Al DB 5-11 190 24 2 Texas A&l 
18 Matthews, Pat RB- 5-10 190 23 JW = Pacific 
WR 
Mayer, Barry RB 62 215 22 1 Minnesota 
Melby, Russ DT 6-4 250 22 1 Weber St. 
56 Mitrakos, Tom DE-C 6-4 245 23 1 ‘Pittsburgh 
7O Moore, Rich T 6-6 280 24 3. Villanova 
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Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Ase Pro College 
66 Nitschke, Ray LB 6-3 235 34 14 Illinois 
11 Norton, Rick QB 6-2 190 28 #6 Kentucky 
13. O'Dell, John K 5-11 195 22 #1 Parsons (lowa) 
60 O'Donnell, John G 6-1 245 24 ie onan sate 
Okla, 
10 Patrick, Frank QB 6-7 225 24 2 Nebraska 
71 Peay, Francis T 6-5 250 27 6 Missouri 
89 Robinson, Dave LB 6-3 245 30 9 PennSt. 
40 Robinson, Virgil Beer 195 23 1 Grambling 
67 Roche, Alden DE 64 255 26 2 Southern U. 
14 Scales, Joe WR 6-1 202) © 722. 1 Tennessee A&l 
Smith, Donnell DE 6-4 245 21 1 Southern U. 
51 Spears, LeRoy DE- 6-5 225 23 1 Moorhead St. 
LB (Minn.) 
85 Spilis, John WR 63 205 24 3. No. Illinois 
15 Starr, Bart QB 6-1 190 37 16 Alabama 
67 Stith, Care! Cc 6-5 265 26 4 Nebraska 
88 VanderSea, Phil DT 63 255 28 6 Massachusetts 
52 Walker, Cleo LB-C 6-3 219 23 2 Louisville 
54 Walker, Malcolm C-T 64 250 28 6 Rice 
Watson, Jerry DB 6-4 205 22 1 Texos Tech 
Watson, Tom T 63 225 23 #1 No. Michigan 
Webster, Tim K 6-0 195 22 1 Arkansas 
83 Williams, Clarence DE 65 255 24 2 Prairie View 
32 Williams, Glenn WR 5-11 186 22 #1 BostonU. 
31 Williams, Perry RB 6-2 219 24 3 Purdue 
74 Withrow, Cal c 6-0 240 26 2 Kentucky 
24 Wood, Willie DB 5-10 190 34 12 _ So, California 


The defensive line is still groping for the right combination. 
That’s why the Packers acquired defensive end Alden Roche 
from Denver during the off-season (in the Don Horn trade). 
Roche and rookie Donnell Smith, a fifth-round draft choice 
from Southern U., will compete with last year’s starters, Lionel 
Aldridge, Bob Brown, Mike McCoy and Clarence Williams. 
McCoy could be great. 

The Packers expect second-year man Jim Carter, a college 
fullback who played his first defensive football ever last sea- 
son as strongside linebacker, to give Dave Robinson strong 
competition this year. Robinson must show he has recovered 
from an Achilles’ tendon injury. Carter, a 6-3, 235-pounder, 
could also challenge middle linebacker Ray Nitschke. Swift 
Fred Carr had an excellent season at right linebacker, winding 
up in the Pro Bowl in his first season as a starter. The reserves 
are Rudy Kuechenberg and Cleo Walker. 

The Packers’ strong suit this season may well be its defen- 
Sive secondary, where there is a lot of promising talent. All- 
Pro Willie Wood is the free safety, but around him the compe- 
tition is intense. Holdover right cornerback Bob Jeter will be 
challenged by Al Matthews and rookie Virgil Robinson. Ken 
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Ellis, impressive as a rookie last year, is expected to hold onto 
the left corner against third-round draft choice Charlie Hall. 
Doug Hart is the strong safety. The reserves, in addition to 
those mentioned above, are Leon Harden and Ervin Hunt. 

Dale Livingston wasn’t the most reliable placekicker around 
last season. Beyond the 30-yard line, he made only four of 11 
field goal attempts. Karl Kremser, with Miami the last two 
seasons, and free agents Wes Bean, Henry Brown and Tim 
Webster will challenge for the job. Donny Anderson is the 
punier, but Livingston has been used there, too. 


DAN DEVINE: If Dan Devine were to go 
looking for a college coaching job, it prob- 
ably wouldn’t take him more than a day to 
find a lucrative one. In 16 years as a college 
coach (three years at Arizona State and 13 
at Missouri), Devine compiled an enviable 
120-40-8 record. His only losing season 
came last year, when Missouri won only five of 11 games. 
Devine, 46, started out in 1948 as a high school football coach 
and then spent five years as an assistant coach at Michigan 
State under “Biggie” Munn and Duffy Daugherty. When the 
announcement of his appointment as the Packers’ new head 
coach and general manager was made last January, Devine 
said that the decision to leaye Missouri “was the most trying 
experience of my life.” While at Missouri Devine led the 
Tigers to their first Bowl game victory—a 21—14 win over 
Navy in the 1961 Orange Bowl. Missouri won three other 
Bowl games under him. Born in Wisconsin, Devine grew up 
just outside of Duluth, Minnesota, so the frigid Green Bay 
winters won’t come as a great shock to him. Hopefully, the 
difference between college football and the pro game won't 
tattle him too much, either. The Packers are counting on 
Devine to rebuild the team to its former championship level. 
But they probably don’t expect it to happen overnight since 
Deyine was given a five-year contract. 


Bart Starr: The Packers may have thought that Bart Starr was 
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playing out his final season in 1970 when they organized Bart 
Starr Day last year. Even President Nixon came out to honor 
Starr. But believe it or not, Bart is being counted on once 
again as the Packers’ number one quarterback. At 37, after 
15 years in the pros, Starr is still one of the best quarterbacks 
around, though no longer in his prime. But, and it’s a big but, 
the 6-1, 200-pounder is plagued by nagging injuries and 
physically isn’t the soundest Packer. Last year Bart appeared 
in each of the 14 regular-season games, but was hampered by 
a sore right arm, bruised knees and bruised ribs. The season 
before he missed 28 quarters of play with injuries; in 1967 
he missed four entire games. A while back it was thought that 
Bart would retire at the top of his game, but he still goes on. 
Last year he ranked only 21st among NFL quarterbacks with 
a 54.9 completion percentage and threw only eight TD passes. 
Four times in his career Bart completed more than 60 percent 
of his passes. 


Donny Anderson: The Packers’ offensive star last year was 
Donny Anderson who, in his fifth pro season, finally started 
paying dividends on the much-publicized $600,000 bonus 
Green Bay gave him to sign. Last season Donny was the 
team’s leading rusher with 853 yards, ranking him fourth 
in rushing in the NFC and surpassing his previous best per- 
formance of 761 yards in 1968. The 27-year-old halfback 
was also the Packers’ number two pass catcher with 36 re- 
ceptions for 414 yards, and the team’s punter. A consensus 
All-American for two years at Texas Tech, Donny appears 
ready to move into the coveted 1,000-yard rushing club. 


Willie Wood: In his eleventh season with the Packers Willie 
Wood came up with seven interceptions to give him a career 
total of 47 and move the 5-10, 190-pound free safety into 
the top ten among all-time NFL defenders. Wood, who signed 
with Green Bay as a free agent in 1960 when nobody else 
wanted him, is one of the surest and fiercest tacklers around 
and rarely has trouble staying with a receiver. Willie, who 
is 34, was a quarterback and defensive halfback at USC. Off 
the field he serves as a member of the President’s Council on 
Youth Fitness. 


Carroll Dale; The Packers’ leading receiver for the second sea- 
son in a row was Carroll Dale, who surpassed his previous 
high (45 receptions in *69) with 49 catches for 814 yards 
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last year. A sturdy 6-2, 200-pounder, Dale is an 11-year vet- 
eran flanker. Going into the *71 season, he was considered 
the only wide receiver who could be sure of a first-string job 
with Green Bay. Originally signed by the Rams, Dale joined 
the Packers for the ’65 season. Last year he tied Dallas’ Bob 
Hayes for the longest reception in the NFL—an 89-yarder 
which wound up as a touchdown. 


Ray Nitschke: Voted the outstanding linebacker on the NFL’s 
All-50-Year Team, Ray Nitschke has for 13 years fought off 
competitors for his middle linebacking job. The rugged 6-3, 
240-pounder still gets the job done and still loves to hit hard. 
Maybe, at 34, he’s a little slower, but Nitschke has a keen 
football mind and his playreading will continue to give him 
the jump on his man. A fullback at Illinois during his college 
days, one of his fondest memories as a pro was the day he 
came up with nine tackles against Oakland in the 1968 Super 
Bowl. 


John Hilton: The Packers traded for John Hilton (from Pitts- 
burgh for defensive back John Rowser) before the 1970 sea- 
son and Hilton turned in a fine performance for his new team. 
In his sixth year in pro ball, the 6-2, 225-pound tight end 
caught 25 passes for 350 yards, including a 65-yarder which 
he ran in for one of his four touchdowns. Hilton is a fine 
blocker and has excellent speed and hands. He had his best 
season in 1966 when he wound up with 46 receptions for 603 
yards. Originally Detroit’s sixth draft choice, Hilton was 
traded to the Steelers before his first pro season. 


Fred Carr: The Packers’ first draft choice in 1968, Fred Carr 
finally got his first starting assignment last year as right line- 
backer. Then he proceeded to play his way into the starting 
lineup in the Pro Bowl alongside Chicago’s Dick Butkus. 
Carr, who is 25, can move fast; he runs the 40 in 4.6. He put 
his two years as a part-timer to good use by watching how the 
other guys played his spot. At the start of last season the 
Packers weren’t sure where Carr would play—defensive end 
or linebacker. Carr solved that dilemma for them. 


Gale Gillingham: Another first-round draft choice (in 1966) 
who made the grade was Gale Gillingham; he started the last 
two games of the ’66 season and has been a regular ever since. 
Gillingham, who switched from left guard to the right side 
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in ’69, was a member of the Pro Bowl squad for the second 
time last year. A top-rated pulling guard, Gale, who stands 
6-3 and weighs 265, is quick getting out ahead on sweeps. 
He played a big part in eliminating interference for running 
back Donny Anderson last year. A discus champion in high 
school, Gillingham played fullback and tackle at Minnesota. 


Bob Jeter: A defensive cornerback while at Iowa, Bob Jeter 
was drafted second by the Packers in 1960 but decided to play 
in Canada instead. When he did join Green Bay in 1963, Jeter 
was shifted to offense as a backup wide receiver behind Max 
McGee and Boyd Dowler. However, by 1966 the 6-1, 200- 
pounder had found his position at cornerback and has been 
the regular at the right corner ever since. He had his most 
spectacular season in 1967, when he intercepted eight passes. 
Tn each of the last three years, Bob has wound up with three 
interceptions. But Jeter is consistently good at staying with 
his man; he has speed, quick reactions and a lot of confidence 
—something cornerbacks must have to succeed. 


Mike McCoy: Aside from Pittsburgh’s Terry Bradshaw, the 
Most talked-about rookie last year was Mike McCoy, the 
Packers number one draft choice out of Notre Dame. McCoy 
moved right into the starting defensive right tackle job. 
“What I'd really like to be is a tight end,” said McCoy once. 
When you look at him, all 280 pounds of him on a 6-5 frame, 
that statement has to make you laugh. But Mike is extraor- 
dinarily quick for a man his size (he runs the 40 in 5.1) and 
has good balance. He could probably pull it off. But the 
Packers like him on defense, and that’s where he'll stay. His 
speed enables him to pursue his man, he has top-rated lateral 
Movement, and is a good pass rusher and sure tackler. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
GREEN BAY PACKERS 


September 19 New York Giants; 26 Denver (Milwaukee). 

October 3 Cincinnati; 10 at Detroit; 17 Minnesota; 24 at Los 
Angeles. 

November 1* Detroit (Milwaukee); 7 at Chicago; 14 at Min- 
nesota; 22* at Atlanta; 28 New Orleans (Milwaukee). 

December 5 at St. Louis; 12 Chicago; 19 at Miami. 


* Night game, 
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IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—2nd (NFC Western) 

Strengths—a superior passing game, tough offensive line and 
Jones, Olsen, and Bacon pass rushing. 

Biggest needs—speed in the ground game, an effective linebacking 
corps, and depth on the defensive line. 

1970 finish—2nd (NFC Western, 9—4—1) 


With George Allen gone, the Rams have reverted to their 
old ploy of trading off proven veterans for untried draft 
choices. From here, it looks like that system is going to benefit 
Allen and the Redskins before it does new head coach Tommy 
Prothro and the Rams. Allen ran off with the nucleus of the 
Ram defense just prior to the start of the 1971 college player 
draft, and only three weeks after Prothro was named to his 
job, The Rams immediately sought replacements by using their 
first two draft choices to choose a linebacker and defensive 
lineman. Maybe Prothro, an imaginative, capable college 
coach, will wring more than the usual out of his rookies. 

Prothro justified the big Redskin/Ram trade, which sent 
three linebackers—Myron Pottios, Jack Pardee and Maxie 
Baughan—to Washington, by saying that last year’s starting 
linebackers, though experienced, were not fast enough. Jim 
Purnell is the only holdover from last year's trio of regular 
linebackers—he got more playing time at right linebacker than 
the more publicized Baughan. Purnell is slated to switch to 
left linebacker this year. Tommy Joe Crutcher, who has spent 
time with both the Packers and Giants during his seven-year 
career, is being counted on for the right side. And it’s hoped 
that second-year pro Jack Reynolds of Tennessee will be ready 

(Continued on page 54) 
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R DEFENSIVE UNIT 
Shaw 
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Coleman® Haymond Petithon 
Burmeister® Meador $ 
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cB McCloughan 
Woodlter C. Williams 
McKeever Curran cB 
Robertson® Reynolds Purnell 
Pergine LB LB ry 
Crutcher 
rm, ae, 
rn Caray* Evey Nelson” Younghlood* 
Bacon Cash Olsen Jones 
A A 
pie an saa so ne 
Picci Bis ee McKeever 
rey jeren in Pl ” ‘te 
Schutt? way Fa ray" 
Whitaker 
FL 
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on Sweetan Josephson Ch. Whliams 
on Richards” T.Willams Ray 
Wal web Maslowsxr* 
fRorsw UNIT 
"Rookie 
RAMS TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. |, 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
39 Alexander, Kermit CB 5-11 186 30 9 UCLA 
79 Bacon, Coy RES ae 270 28 4 Jackson St. 
68 Behrendt, Kirk OT 6-4 240 21° 4%4J Whitewater St. 
37 Boice, Ross LB-G6-2 245 21 1 Pacific Lutheran 
51 Burman, George C-G 63 255 28 6 Northwestern 
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Yrs. 
No. Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
41 Burmeister, Bob cB 6-0 10" 22 1 Washington 
54 Carraway, Bruce GS 6-2 235 21 1 Morgan St. 
89 Cash, Rick DE 6-5 260 26 4 Northeast Missourl 
45 Coleman, Lionel cB 6-1 185 24 1 Oregon 
73 Cowan, Charlie pi 6-4 265 33 11 New Mex. 
Highlands 
56 Crutcher, Tommy Joe LB. 6-3e (235-29) #7 GU 
88 Curran, Pat LB 63 238 25 3 Lakeland 
33 Ellison, Willie RB 6-2 200 25 5 Texas Southern 
47 Elmendorf, Dave Ss 6-1 195 21 I Texas A&M 
82 Evey, Dick DT 6-4 245 30 8 Tennessee 
18 Gabriel, Roman QB 6-4 220 31 10 No. Carolina St 
72 Garay, Tony DE 6-3 235 23 1 Hofstra 
36 Geddes, Ken OLB 63 220 24 #21 Nebraska 
31 Harrison, Russell RB 6-1 216 8 21 1 Kansas St, 
23 Haymond, Alvin S-CB 6-0 194 29 8 Southern 
50 Iman, Ken Cc 6-1 240 32 11 + Southeast Missouri 
70 Johnson, Mitch yt 6-4 250 29 6 UCLA 
75 Jones, David DE 6-5 250 32 11 So, Carolina St. 
34 Josephson, Les RB 6-1 207 29 7 Augustana 
62 Jugum, George MLB 6-1 235 25 1 Washington 
80 Klein, Bob FES 6S 235" .24° -a5 USC 
60 Kos, Gary G 6-2 245 21 1 Notre Dome 
81 Long, Bob WR 6-3 205 29 8 Wichita St. 
65 Mack, Tom G 6-3 250 27 #4=6 Michigan 
McCloughan, Kent DB 6-1 190 28 7 Nebraska 
86 McKeever, Marlin LE 6-0 {235 3) ay WUSC 
63 McSwain, Audie OLB 6-1 225 «21 1 Grambling 
48 Maslowski, Matt WR 6-3 210 21 1 U. of San Diego 
21 Meador, Ed s 5-11 190 34 13 Arkansas Tech 
67 Nelson, Bill DT 6-7 270 23 #=%+J1 Oregon St. 
19 Nettles, Jim CB 5-10 177 29 7 Wisconsin 
74 Olsen, Merlin DT 6-5 270 31 10 Utah St. 
35 Opalsky, Vince RB 6-2 210 23 #41 Miami (Fla.) 
52 Pergine, John LB 6-1 225 25 3 Notre Dame 
17 Petitbon, Richie S 63 208 33 13 Tulane 
55 Popplewell, Don Cc Hb 225 22 1 Colorado 
53 Purnell, Jim LB 63 238 29 8&8 Wisconsin 
27 ~=Ray, Divid ca 6-0 195 27 3 Alabama 
R 
Rentzel, Lance WR 6-2 202 27 =%7 Oklahoma 
64 Reynolds, Jack LB 6-1\% 232 23 2 Tennessee 
15. Richards, Charlie QB 6-3 198 21 1 Richmond 
58 Dobertson, Isiah OLB 6-3 225+ 25 1 Seuthern 
61 Soul, Rich Gc 6-3 235 23 2 Michigan St. 
42 Schmidt, Joe WR 6-2 210 23 1 Miami (Fla.) 
Schuh, Harry T 6-3 260 28 7 Memphis St. 
71 Scibelli, Joe G 60 255 32 11 Notre Dame 
44 Shaw, Nate s 6-2 205 26 3 USC 
32 Simmons, Anthony LB 6-3 235)' 22 1 Grambling 
38 Smith, Lerry RB 6-3 220 24 3 Florida 
84 Snow, Jack WR 6-2 190 28 7 Notre Dame 
28 Studstill, Pat WR- 6-0 175 33 410 Houston 
P 
29 Sweet, Joe WR 6-3 196 22 1 Tennessee St. 
10 Sweetan, Karl QB 62 205 28 6 Wake Forest 
26 Vataha, Randy WR 5-11 175 22 1 Stanford 
11 Walton, John QB 6-2 190 23 1. Elizabeth City 
49 Whitaker, Creston WR 6-2 187 24 1 No. Texas St. 
83 Williams, Charlie WR 6-3 210 23 2 Prairie View A&M 
24 Williams, Clarence CB 6-3 194 28 7 Washington St. 
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Yrs. 
No, Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
25 Williams, Travis RB 6-1 210 26 5 Arizona St, 
77» ~=Wilson, Jim T 63 258 29 5 Georgia 
57 ~Woodlief, Doug LB 63 235 28 6 Memphis St. 
66 Wray, Jim OT 64 240 22 #2 Cal St.-Fullerton 
85 Youngblood, Jack DE 64 248 21 1 Florida 


to play the middle, Behind Reynolds are Marlin McKeever, 
returned to the Rams by Washington after a four-year absence, 
and Doug Woodlief, out last season with a knee injury. Pat 
Curran and John Pergine are slated for backup duty as out- 
side linebackers. McKeever and Curran also can play tight 
end, however, and may have to, since starter Billy Truax has 
been traded to Dallas. Rookie linebackers include the team’s 
1971 number one draft choice Isiah Robertson, who has the 
speed Prothro wants and could be an outstanding pro. 

The L.A. fearsome foursome may be slightly less so this sea- 
son, now that tackle Diron Talbert has been traded to Wash- 
ington. Last year the front four dumped opposing quarterbacks 
53 times and was also strong against the run. Whether it will 
ever be the same again is questionable. Left tackle Merlin 
Olsen is returning from post-season knee surgery. He’s 31 and 
the injury may have taken something away from his quickness. 
Talbert’s spot is up for grabs, but the primary contender is 
Dick Cash, who was pressing Diron last year until sidelined by 
a broken arm. Others available are eight-year veteran Dick 
Eyey, also returning from knee surgery, and rookies Bill Nel- 
son and Tony Garay. Coy Bacon and (who else?) Deacon 
Jones man the ends. No problem there, although watch rookie 
Jack Youngblood of Florida, a fierce pass rusher, 

Experience is the trademark of the Ram secondary, Safeties 
Richie Petitbon and Eddie Meador have each been around 12 
years. The cornerbacks, Clancy Williams and Kermit Alex- 
ander, have 14 years between them. Williams is coming back 
from shoulder surgery, however, as is reserve Alvin Haymond. 
Eight-year veteran Jim Nettles was an able substitute for Wil- 
liams last year. For insurance the Rams acquired cornerman 
Kent McCloughan from Oakland. Others available for back- 
field duty are Nate Shaw, used mostly on special teams last 
year (he’s also recovering from knee surgery), and rookies 
Dave Elmendorf (Texas A&M), Lionel Coleman (Oregon) 
and Bob Burmeister (Washington). 
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There are some new faces, and some missing faces on of- 
fense. But most important will be quarterback Roman Gabriel’s 
face, no longer straining to hide the pain caused by his right 
knee and right elbow. Following the 70 season, the 6-4, 220- 
pound Gabriel made his problems known, and underwent sur- 
gery to correct both ailments. The fact that he was able to 
throw a ball at all last year is a tribute to his courage and will 
undoubtedly add to his leadership value. When healthy, Roman 
is one of the best. If a backup passer is needed, veteran Karl 
Sweetan is first in line, followed by John Walton, taxied last 
year, and Charlie Richards of Richmond, the Rams’ 1971 
eleventh-round draft choice. 

Gabriel and wide receiver Jack Snow had a good thing go- 
ing last year and should pick up where they left off: Snow, not 
fast but smart and sure-fingered, was the key to the Rams’ big 
passing-yardage plays. Wendell Tucker has been traded to 
Dallas in exchange for Lance Rentzel. If Rentzel can make a 
successful comback, he and Snow can really break open some 
games. With Truax traded, third-year tight end Bob Klein is 
under pressure to do the job. There’s good depth at wide re- 
ceiver with Bob Long, sidelined last season with a knee injury, 
placekicker Dave Ray, punter Pat Studstill and second-year 
man Charlie Williams available. Rookie candidates include 
ninth-round draft choice Joe Schmidt and free agents Matt 
Maslowski and Creston Whitaker. Whitaker didn’t play foot- 
ball in college, concentrating on track and basketball instead. 

Larry Smith and Les Josephson are the holdover running 
backs, but neither has game-breaking speed. Travis Williams, 
traded by Green Bay, is explosively fast and will be a strong 
competitor. He missed a good deal of the *70 season with an 
ankle injury, however, and has had trouble holding onto the 
ball. Smith had an off-season in ’70, too, bothered by a pulled 
hamstring throughout the campaign. Willie Ellison is the only 
other veteran available, with Tommy Mason gone to Washing- 
ton. The rookies getting a look are Russell Harrison (Kansas 
State) and Vince Opalsky (Miami, Fla,), whose rookie season 
was delayed because of a training camp injury last year. 

The Rams traded tackle Bob Brown to Oakland in June in 
exchange for tackle Harry Schuh and McCloughan. They 
still have one of the better offensive lines in the league. Schuh 
and Charlie Cowan are the tackles, Ken Iman is at center, 
and Joe Scibelli and Tom Mack are the guards. But guard John 
Wilbur was traded to Washington and the Rams hope that 
second-year man Rich Saul will be ready as a reserve. He was 
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used mostly on special teams last season, Five-year veteran 
George Burman figures as Iman’s replacement at center, and 
if necessary can fill in at guard. The third tackle should be 
Mitch Johnson, also around for five years. Tackle Jim Wilson 
is another possibility, He was out last year because of knee 
surgery. The draft choices include center Don Popplewell 
(Colorado), tackle Kirk Behrendt (Whitewater State) and 
guard Gary Kos (Notre Dame). 

David Ray is the placekicker again, Last year he ranked 
second in the league in scoring with 121 points. Studstill has 
been the punter for three years and ranked ninth in the NFC 
last season with a 39.1 average. Slated to return kicks are Hay- 
mond and Travis Williams, two of the best in the business. 


TOMMY PROTHRO: The new head coach of 
the Rams is not on totally new ground, since 
for the last six years he coached UCLA, 
which also plays home games at the Los 
Angeles Coliseum. But won’t the transition 
from collegiate coaching to the pros prove 
difficult for the 51-year-old Tommy Prothro? 
“T don’t think so,” he says, “Football is football; in fact, some- 
times I feel the pros make the game more difficult than it 
really is. We'll try to simplify some things.” Prothro has no 
easy task in front of him as he replaces one of the most suc- 
cessful coaches in pro history, George Allen, who has moved 
on to the Redskins, taking a slew of veteran Rams with him. 
Prothro grew up in sports because his uncle, Doc Prothro, 
Was a major-league baseball player who went on to manage 
the Phillies. Tommy started his career in football as an out- 
standing blocking back at Duke. His first coaching post was 
handling the line at Western Kentucky before entering the 
navy for three years. Upon his discharge he went to Vanderbilt 
as backfield coach under Red Sanders. When Sanders moved 
to UCLA he took Tommy along. In 1955 Prothro became head 
coach at Oregon State where his 10-year record was 63—37-2. 
He moved back to UCLA in 1965 and led the Bruins to a 
14-12 upset of Michigan in the Rose Bowl a year after his 
Oregon State club had bowed to Michigan in the same game. 
He was 41—18-—3 with the Bruins. 
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Roman Gabriel: The big play which Roman Gabriel made con- 
sistently enough in *69 to be named league MVP just wasn’t 
there last season. While the Ram quarterback completed nearly 
52 percent of his passes, his 16 touchdown tosses were eight 
less than his previous season’s total, But Gabriel showed that 
even if his arm was a bit off, his legs weren’t; he carried 28 
times for 104 yards and a touchdown. If the other clubs saw 
something wrong with his throwing, post-season medical re- 
ports revealed the reason. Gabriel, who also makes movies (in 
one he played an Indian opposite Rock Hudson), underwent 
surgery to remove cartilage from both his right elbow and 
right knee. This, his 10th season, could be Gabriel's best be- 
cause it'll be the first time in three years he’ll be throwing with- 
out pain. The Rams must feel optimistic because they signed 
Roman to a four-year contract calling for close to $400,000. 


Merlin Olsen: Considered by many the best defensive tackle 
playing today, Merlin Olsen suffered a seemingly ruinous knee 
injury late last year, but one week later was back, as usual, at 
defensive tackle. The injury required off-season surgery, but 
has healed neatly, which means the 6-5, 270-pound former 
Utah star should be harassing quarterbacks with his old-time 
speed, If there were any doubts about the success of the opera- 
tion, Merlin dispelled them by playing golf two weeks after 
he left the hospital and a week later was swinging a tennis 
racket. 


Jack Snow: After five years of being rated a steady but slow- 
poke receiver, Jack Snow, the former Notre Dame All- 
America, emerged as a star last season when he finished fourth 
in the NFC with 51 catches, along with 859 yards and seven 
TDs. He’s an outstanding receiver whether on clutch third- 
down situations or on the receiving end of a Gabriel bomb. If 
the Rams can come up with another deep threat, the 6-2, 190- 
pound Snow could challenge for league pass-catching honors. 
In the six years since he was drafted first by Minnesota in *65 
(and traded to L.A. before his first season), Snow has a total 
of 229 receptions. 


Deacon Jones: Ask David Jones who’s the best defensive end 
in football and the Deacon will usually reply, “Besides me?” 
Very few will argue with this perennial All-Pro. Ironically, 
Jones almost failed to make it in the pros; he just missed being 
cut after being drafted on the i4th round from Mississippi 
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Vocational in *61 (he had transferred from South Carolina 
State in °60). He was 6-5 but skinny, and his techniques were 
far from polished. But Jones had so much speed and desire he 
Managed to make the team. One assistant coach laid strings 
on the ground to show him the proper routes to the passer and 
since then many quarterbacks wish that the cord had been 
thrown away. Last year Deacon and his mates sacked opposing 
quarterbacks 53 times for 426 yards loss—tops in the confer- 
ence. Now in his 1ith season, Jones has learned his lessons to 
hear perfection. In fact, he claims just one ambition: “To play 
on a championship team; nothing else means much.” 


Kent McCloughan: Cornerback Kent McCloughan ought to 
work out with the offensive team and learn how to run with 
a football. Kent was the Raiders’ interception leader last year, 
but in collecting his five thefts he managed to run back only 
one of them—and that was for five yards. Of course, Mc~- 
Cloughan was making a comeback from knee surgery, an 
injury he suffered midway through the *68 season. He was 
slow recovering and played in only four games in ’69. But 
when Willie Brown was sidelined last year, Kent moved into 
the defensive backfield again and started fo play like his old 
self. A 9.5 sprinter in his college days at Nebraska, he was a 
two-way player and considered a pro prospect both offensively 
and defensively. Al Davis liked him best on defense and that’s 
where he’s stayed. He’s excellent at tight coverage and has 
quick reactions. The Raiders traded him to L.A. in exchange 
for tackle Bob Brown. 


Clancy Williams: When Clancy Williams picks off his first pass 
this season, he’ll become the number two man on the Ram all- 
time list of interceptors. A starting cornerback since he was 
drafted on the first round out of Washington State in 1965, the 
9,6 sprinter led the Rams last season with five interceptions 
and now has a career total of 28. His biggest play in 1970 
came against the Packers when he picked off a Bart Starr pass 
and zipped 65 yards to a touchdown with only a minute to 


play. ‘ 


Les Josephson: If there was any question about Les Joseph- 
sOn’s courage, he more than proved it when he came back after 
missing the 1968 season with a torn Achilles’ heel. Undergoing 
painful therapy enabled him to return in 1969. Last year, 
though, a step slower than before his injury, Les improved his 
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rushing by averaging better than four yards per carry in pick- 
ing up 640 yards and scoring five touchdowns. In addition, he 
was second on the club in receiving with 44 catches for 427 
yards. And Les again proved how courageous he is when he 
returned to action after having his cheekbone shattered by run- 
ning into Ed Meador’s knee in a practice session last season, 
Wearing heavy protective headgear and special wiring, the full- 
back played against San Diego and carried 14 times for 75 
yards and a touchdown. Josie doesn’t have blinding speed, but 
he has another valuable attribute. “I’m fortunate to have good 
balance, which means the ability to stay on your feet,” he says. 
Opposing tacklers have, to their chagrin, found this is true. 


Jim Purnell: After understudying Maxie Baughan for the past 
two years, Jim Purnell will finally get his chance to be a 
starter for the Rams. Purnell, an eight-year veteran—he played 
three years for the Bears before moving quickly to Atlanta, 
Philadelphia and L.A. in the space of a few days—was team 
MVP at Wisconsin before signing with Chicago as a free agent. 
He’s big (238 pounds) but very quick and has fine reactions. 
One of his big pluses is the ability to delay pass receivers as 
they try to run their routes, and he has demonstrated his 
tackling ability as a member of the special teams, 


Tom Mack: It took Tom Mack one season to get the feel of the 
pro game. “My biggest lesson came that first year when we 
played Green Bay. Henry Jordan ran around me, through me 
and anywhere he wanted to go,” recalls Mack, The 250-pound 
Mack showed he was a good student, because the following 
year (1967) saw him emerge as one of the better guards 
around, and for the Jast four years he’s been selected for the 
Pro Bowl. While playing for Michigan in the 1964 Rose Bowl, 
he helped defeat Oregon State, at that time directed by new 
Ram head coach Tommy Prothro. Prothro won't mind having 
Mack on his side because there are few better at leading run- 
ners and at pass protection. 


Alvin Haymond: Need a safety? Try Alvin Haymond. Need a 
cornerback? Try Haymond again. And if you need a kick re- 
turn specialist, Haymond, who can run 100 yards in 9.8 sec- 
onds, is the man you would want for the job. Last season Alvin 
set a NFL record by returning 53 punts and his total of 376 
yards boosted his lifetime mark to 1,923 yards, 286 behind all- 
time record holder Emlen Tunnell. And when not busying 
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himself with punts, Alvin managed to lead the league by re- 
turning 35 kickoffs for 1,022 yards. His 29.2 yards per return 
was second best in the NFC. Drafted by Baltimore in 1964, 
he was traded to the Eagles in ’68 and the following year to 
the Rams, where he’s more than done the job. 


Dave Ray: After being taxied by the Rams in ’69, David Ray 
was put to the test last season when Los Angeles traded place- 
kicker Bruce Gossett to San Francisco. And the onetime Ca- 
nadian Football Leaguer refused to buckle as he booted 29 
field goals to break the record set by his predecessor in 1966. 
Ray also scored more points than anyone in Ram history, 121 
—only four points less than NFL leader Fred Cox scored. In 
his senior year at Alabama, Ray led college placekickers with 
59 points and also played flanker and defensive back for Bear 
Bryant. The Browns drafted him on the 10th round before 
trading him to the Rams. Then the Falcons had him on their 
taxi squad before Canada beckoned. Now, with a year’s ex- 
perience behind him, Dave should be an even more effective 
kicker. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
LOS ANGELES RAMS 


September 19 at New Orleans; 26 Atlanta. 

October 3 Chicago; 10 at San Francisco; 17 at Atlanta; 24 
Green Bay; 31 Miami. 

November §* at Baltimore; 14 at Detroit; 21 San Francisco; 
25 at Dallas. 

December 5 New Orleans; 13* Washington; 19 at Pittsburgh. 


* Night game, 


7 


MINNESOTA 
VIKINGS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—ZJst (NFC Central) 
Strengths—extraordinary defense, effective interior lines, sound 


running and receiving, good kicking, and three competent quar- 
terbacks. 


Biggest needs—foster running back, linebacking depth. 
1970 finish—Ist (NFC Central, 12—2-0) 


Justice may not have been served last year. The Minnesota 
Vikings, only team in the NFL to win as many as 12 games in 
1970, and the first team to clinch a division title, was knocked 
out of the running for the league title in the first round when 
San Francisco won the opening play-off game, 17—14. But the 
Vikings will be back. Their Purple People Eater defense, tops 
in overall defense for two years now, is just as strong this sea- 
son, And the offense, a little shaky last year after the loss of 
quarterback Joe Kapp, has been improved and should be more 
reliable this season. 

If the Vikings did as well as they did last year with quarter- 
backs Gary Cuozzo and Bob Lee in command, they should be 
even better this season with the addition of Norm Snead. Snead, 
acquired from the Eagles, has an edge over the brittle Cuozzo. 
Norm’s been an NFL starter for ten years. And for the first 
time in his career it looks as if he’ll have a chance to play stay- 
ahead football instead of catch-up football. Snead has invari- 
ably played for weak teams. Lee did a commendable job last 
year, only his second big-league season. He completed more 
than SO percent of his passes and proved he could win. He was 
at quarterback the day the Vikings beat Chicago to win the 

(Continued on page 64) 
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PR DEFENSIVE UNIT 
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Washington Algerman Vellone —-Tingelhoff 9 Yary Beasley 
Grim Davis Suntie Fry* Davis Kramer 
Edmonds* Mortis* Voigt 
A FL 
HB OB : FB Denson 
Oshorn megs Jones Henderson 
Harris Les Brown Hackett’ 
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PR ovr UNIT 
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VIKINGS TEAM ROSTER 


Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
67 Alderman, Grady TT: 6-2 247 32 12 Detroit 
87 Beasley, John TE 6-3 228 26 5 California 
30 Brown, Bill RB 5-11 228 33 11 Illinois 
20 Bryant, Bob DB 6-1 170 27 4 South Carolina 
17 Cappleman, Bill QB 6-3 210 24 2 Florida St. 
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Yrs. 
Wt. Age Pro 


No. Name Pos, Ht. College 
Clements, Vince RB 6-0 212 23 1 OhioSt. 

14 Cox, Fred K 5-10 200 32 9 Pittsburgh 

15 Cuozzo, Gary QB 6-0 195 30 9 Virginia 

71 Davis, Doug at 6-4 250 27 46 Kentucky 
Denson, Al WR 6-2 208 29 8 Florida A&M 

76 Dickson, Paul DT 6-5 250 34 13 Baylor 
Duncan, Ken P 6-2 195% #25 1 Tulsa 
Edmonds, Greg WR 6-3 185 22 1 Penn St. 

81 Eller, Carl DE 6-6 247 29 8 Minnesota 
Fairley, John DE 6-2 243 23 1 J.C. Smith 
Fry, Bennie (2 6-3Y% 231 25 1 Houston 
Gallagher, Jim LB 6-2 200 22 #1 Yale 
Grim, Bob WR 6-0 195 26 5 Oregon St. 

49 Hackboart, Dole DB 6-3% 220 33 10 Wisconsin 
Hackett, Eddie WR 6-1 205. 22 1 Alcorn A&M 

50 Hargrove, Jim LB 6-3 223 26 4 Howard Payne 
Harris, Biil RB 6-2 204 25 3 Colorado 
Hayden, Leo RB 6-0 212 23 #41 OhioSt. 

80 Henderson, John WR 6-3 195 28 7 Michigen 

58 Hilgenberg, Wally LB 63 229 29 8&8 towa 
Holmes, Reggie DB 5-11 182 26 1 Stout St. (Wis.) 

26 Jones, Clint RB 6-0 205 26 #5 Michigan St. 

29 Kassulke, Karl DB 6-0 195 30 9 Drake 

89 Kramer, Kent TE 6-4 235 27 5 Minnesota 

22 Krouse, Paul DB 63 200 29 8 lowa 

77 ~=Lorsen, Gary DT 6-5 261 31 8 Concordia 

19 Lee, Bob QB 6-2 195 26 3 Pacific 

55 McGill, Mike LB 6-2 235 27 =4 Notre Dame 
Mack, Gene LB 6-2 222 22 1 Texas-El Paso 

70 Marshall, Jim DE 6-4 248 33° 12 = Ohio St. 

66 Meylan, Woyne LB 60 235 25 4 £WNebraska 
Morris, Chris G 6-2 230 22 1 indiana 

41 Osborn, Daye RB 6-0 208 28 7 North Dakota 

88 Page, Alan DT 6-4 245 26 5 Notre Dame 
Potton, Jerry DT 6-3 260 25 1 Nebraska 

28 Provost, Ted DB 6-2 195 23. 2 Ohio St. 

32 Reed, Oscar RB 6-0 222 27 4 Colorado St, 

45 Sharockman, Ed DB 6-0 200 31 10 Pittsburgh 
Snead, Norm QB 6-4 215 32 11 + #4Wake Forest U, 
Sullivan, Tim Pe 6-2 225 23 1 lowa 

64 Sunde, Milt G 6-2 250 29 8 Minnesota ~ 

53. Tingelhoff, Mick Cc 6-2 237 31 10 Nebraska 

63 Vellone, Jim G 6-2Y2 250 27 £46 So. California 

83 Voigt, Stu TE 6-1 220 23 2 Wisconsin 
Walker, Mike LB 6-2 234 22 1 Tulane 

72 Ward, John DE 6-4% 259 23 2 OkiahomaSt. 

59 Warwick, Lonnie LB 6-3 238 29 7 Tennessee Tech 

84 Washington, Gene WR 6-3 208 26 5 Michigan 

40 West, Charlie DB 6-1 197, (25 4 Texas-El Paso 

62 White, Ed G 6-2V2 262 24 3 California 

60 Winston, Roy LB 5-11 222 31 10 = Louisiana St. 
Wright, Jeff DB 5-114%4190 22 #1 Minnesota 

73 Yary,Ron T 6-5% 255 25 4 So. California 
Zaunbrecher, Godfrey C 6-2 235 24 1 LSU 
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Central Division championship. But unless injuries level Snead 
and Cuozzo, Lee will probably not play much this year, 

The pass receiving has been improved, too, with the acquisi- 
tion of Al Denson from Denyer. Denson, the AFC’s third- 
ranking receiver last season with 47 catches for 646 yards, 
should take some of the multiple coverage off wide receiver 
Gene Washington. Al is a seven-year veteran who has the speed 
to go deep and the size (6-2, 208) to be an effective blocker, 
too. John Henderson and Bob Grim (coming back from knee 
surgery) are the reserves, while third-round draft choice Eddie 
Hackett (Alcorn A&M), a speedster who reportedly can catch 
the ball in a crowd, has a chance. John Beasley keeps getting 
better at tight end, He’s backed by Kent Kramer and second- 
year man Stu Voigt. 

The Vikings’ running game could be better. Not that it’s bad. 
Dave Osborn and Clint Jones do a fine job, but behind them 
are 10-year veteran fullback Bill Brown, Oscar Reed (who lost 
some speed last season due to ankle calcification), and Bill 
Harris, who missed the entire 1970 season with a knee injury. 
That's why the Vikings used their first draft choice on Leo 
Hayden of Ohio State. Hayden has breakaway speed. “He is 
faster than any of our present backs,” says Coach Bud Grant. 
Fourth-round choice Vince Clements of Connecticut under- 
went knee surgery at the end of the *70 college season. If he 
Tecovers completely he’ll be an asset, too. 

Of course, no runner gets anywhere without an effective 
front line—and that’s something the Vikings have. Nine-year 
veteran Mick Tingelhoff is the center. Grady Alderman and 
young Ron Yary play tackle, and Jim Vellone and Milt Sunde 
are the guards. There’s good depth, too, with holdovers Doug 
Dayis and Ed White. Grant says he doesn’t “hesitate to use 
these fellows in any combination.” 

When the offense bogs down, then placekicker Fred Cox, the 
Conference scoring champion the last two seasons, takes over. 
The Vikings had to punt only 61 times last year. When the 
need arises, Bob Lee handles the job. But seventeenth-round 
draft choice Ken Duncan (Tulsa) is a punter; he might be 
worked in as a wide receiver if his punting makes it worth- 
while. 

If Bud Grant complains about his front four, he almost im- 
mediately softens his statement with: “Perhaps we are becom- 
ing unfair in our judgment of them. They have played so well 
so often that we have come to expect super plays from them in 
every game.” Super plays or not, the Vikings’ defensive line 
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gets the job done. From right end Jim Marshall through tackles 
Alan Page and Gary Larsen, to left end Carl Eller, it is one of 
the finest units around. (Has this unit peaked? Will it now go 
downhill?) For depth there is end John Ward and tackle Paul 
Dickson. John Fairley of Johnson C. Smith College was the 
only defensive lineman drafted in *71. He’s a 6-2, 243-pounder, 
but probably needs more time to- develop; the scout who 
spotted him called Fairley “real raw material.” 

Fairley will also get a tryout at middle linebacker, but don’t 
expect him to unseat Lonnie Warwick. The outside linebackers 
are Wally Hilgenberg and Roy Winston. Grant calls them very 
disciplined and experienced, but feels that their principal asset 
is unity; they're “a team within a team.” However, the prospect 
of injury to the starting linebackers is not something Grant 
likes to think about. The available substitutes are Dale Hack- 
bart, a pro nine years but basically a defensive halfback, and 
three-year veterans Jim Hargrove, Mike McGill and Wayne 
Meylan. Seventh-round draft choice Gene Mack, a 6-2, 222- 
pound defensive end at Texas-El Paso, is a top linebacking 
prospect. He seems to have all the qualities of an outside line- 
backer—quickness, agility, aggressiveness and the ability to 
ward off or recover from a block. 

The Vikings were number one in pass defense in *70, and 
due credit should go to the secondary, Cornerback Bobby Bry- 
ant missed some time with a shoulder injury, but when he 
played he was outstanding—as usual. Ed Sharockman handled 
the right corner, while Charlie West drew some starting assign- 
ments, too, and showed he could do the job, Strong safety Karl 
Kassulke, whom Grant says “had his best year in 1970,” and 
free safety Paul Krause, are excellent deep men. Reserve 
strength comes from second-year man Ted Provost and Dale 
Hackbart. The rookies getting a look are Jefi Wright and 
Reggie Holmes. 


BUD GRANT: If there’s one thing Bud Grant 
likes to do it’s win. As head coach of Winni- 
peg in the Canadian Football League for ten 
years, Grant compiled a 121—66—13 record 
and won six Western Championships and 
four Grey Cups. In only four years with the 
Vikings, Grant has a won-lost record of 
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35-18-3, has won two Division titles, and led the team into 
one Super Bowl. It had to be disappointing for Grant that 
the Vikings didn’t go further in the play-offs last year after 
posting the winningest percentage in the league, the second. 
consecutive year in which the team won 12 games in the 
regular season. But Grant perfers to look ahead instead of 
backward. “The only thing we can take from that loss (to 
the 49ers in the divisional play-off) is greater resolve for ’71 
... and we intend to,” says Grant. There’s no doubt that the 
Vikings are capable of going further. Grant has built an 
enviable defense, best in the league for the second year in a 
Tow, and a coming offense, In 1970, of course, the Vikings 
had to overcome the loss of quarterback Joe Kapp—and did. 
Grant made good use of Gary Cuozzo and, when Cuozzo 
was hurt, Bob Lee, and for this season, Bud has acquired 
ten-year veteran Norm Snead from the Eagles. Grant doesn’t 
feel that finishing first in total offense, meaning big yardage, 
is a goal to strive for. The goal Bud Grant has in mind is 
points on the scoreboard. In the last two years the Vikings 
have scored 716 points while their opponents have scored only 
276. That’s the way to win games, 


Gary Cuozzo: Before the 1970 season began Gary Cuozzo had 
a Teputation as a perennial backup quarterback. But given 
the chance to move into the first-string job when Joe Kapp 
played out his option and left the Vikings, Cuozzo proved 
he could not only throw a football but lead the team as well. 
Considering his history in the NFL—passed up in the 763 
college draft, backup quarterback to John Unitas at Balti- 
more, unsuccessful quarterback with the expansion Saints 
in “67, and second-string passer on the Vikings—Cuozzo still 
has remarkable confidence. But he finished only 11th among 
NFC quarterbacks last season (49.8 completion percentage 
and seven TDs). Despite the praise he received from coach 
Bud Grant in 1970, Cuozzo’s confidence will be put to the 
test again this season when he faces competition from Snead. 
If Gary comes up second again, he can always be the team 
dentist; he has his degrees. 


Carl Eller: A regular on the Vikings’ front four for each of 
his seven years as a pro, defensive end Carl Eller reached 
his peak a couple of years ago and at 29 is still at the top. 
The quickest of the Vikings’ defensive linemen (he has been 
timed at 4.5 seconds in the 40), Eller is explosive against 
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both the rush and the pass. He doesn’t get fooled too often. 
At 6-6 and possessing an enormous reach, Carl doesn’t have 
to get in too close to block the quarterback’s view. An All- 
American at Minnesota, Eller was the Vikings’ first-round 
draft choice in 1964. 


Norm Snead: To give the Vikings added strength at quarter- 
back, Minnesota acquired Norm Snead from the Eagles dur- 
ing the off-season. Snead was a starter in each of his ten years 
in the NFL, first with the Redskins who drafted him first in 
1964, and then for the Eagles who got him by trading Sonny 
Jurgensen to Washington. Norm has a good chance to displace 
Gary Cuozzo as Minnesota’s starting quarterback this year. 
Snead has good size—6-4, 215 pounds—a strong arm and, 
most important, lots of experience. In the past Snead has al- 
ways played with inferior teams. With the Vikings that should 
be changed; he’ll have a chance to prove he’s a winner. Last 
season Snead completed 54 percent of his passes for 2,323 
yards and 15 TDs. The rap against Norman is that his release 
is slow, The Vikings should protect him so well that it won’t 
matter, 


Gary Larsen: During the off-season, defensive tackle Gary 
Larsen sells insurance. Maybe some opposing quarterbacks 
should give him some business. Larsen, the strong man on 
the Vikings’ front four, hits hard with all of his 6-4, 260- 
pound body, and always makes the extra effort. Not as quick 
as his linemates, Larsen is there for the rebound; if Eller 
and Page don’t do the job, Gary does. Originally with the 
Rams, the seven-year veteran was traded to Minnesota in 
*65 and has been a starter for three years. Very aggressive, 
Larsen has always been better against the run, but he has 
the speed and moves necessary for the pass rush, too. He is 
more of a “play reader” while Eller and Alan Page get the 
headlines. 


Gene Washington: When the time comes for the Viking 
quarterback to throw long, his primary receiver is usually 
Gene Washington, The only problem is that defenses know 
this, too, and have been doing a good job of eliminating the 
threat by double- and triple-teaming Washington. The 6-3, 
204-pound Washington has tremendous speed and good moves. 
A winner of six Big Ten hurdle titles while at Michigan: 
State, Gene can go high for the ball. Last season the 27- 


~ 
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year-old wide receiver caught 44 passes for 702 yards and 
four touchdowns. The Vikings drafted Gene in the first round 
of the "67 college draft and in four years he has a total of 
142 receptions. He’ll be more effective when Minnesota finds 
another deep receiver to take the pressure off him. 


Alan Page: At Notre Dame Alan Page played both offense 
and defense, but mainly defensive end. When the Vikings 
drafted him in 1967, they put him on permanent defensive 
patrol and converted him to a defensive tackle. Page has the 
drive, exuberance and zest for contact of a great defensive 
player. His greatest joy is when he finds a clear path to his 
target—the opposing quarterback. And the 6-4, 250-pounder 
is relentless on the inside rush. A regular since early in his 
rookie season, Page has been selected for the Pro Bowl squad 
three times. Quicker since he took off 30 extra pounds which 
he carried around in his first year with Minnesota, Page 
intercepted one pass in 1970 and ran it back 27 yards. There 
are those who say he is now the best defensive tackle in the 
game. 


Dave Osborn: The workhorse in the Vikings’ backfield is 
Dave Osborn, who put in time as both halfback and fullback 
last season. Osborn carried the ball 207 times last year for 681 
yards and five touchdowns, and caught 23 passes for 202 
yards, too. With his slashing running style, the six-foot, 205- 
pounder time and again breaks tackles for extra yardage. 
Nicknamed “Hard Yard” for his performance in the clutch, 
Osborn was a thirteenth-round draft choice in 1965. He had 
his best season in 1967 when he gained 972 yards. 


John Beasley: Maybe John Beasley didn’t catch as many passes 
last season as he did in 1969 (33), but the Vikings’ durable 
6-3, 233-pound tight end still did his job. “Our quarterback- 
ing tendency was against throwing frequently to the tight end,” 
explained Bud Grant, referring to Beasley’s total of 17 re- 
ceptions in *70. A clutch performer who can catch a pass 
in a crowd, Beasley was more valuable as a blocker last year 
and showed improvement in that department. Now entering 
his fifth pro season—he was the Vikings’ eighth-round draft 
choice in 67—John has been a regular for three years, 


Fred Cox: For the second year in a row Fred Cox was the 
scoring champion in the NFC. Last season he did it with 121 
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points, tops in the entire Jeague, on 35 PATs and 30 of 46 
field goals. By kicking field goals in Minnesota’s first 12 games 
of the 1970 season, Cox extended his consecutive-game field 
goal streak to 31 to set a new NFL record. He now has 790 
career points in eight seasons and leads active NFC players 
in scoring. He is also eighth on the all-time NFL scoring list. 
Cox set another league record last year by extending his 
scoring streak to 112 games. Originally with the Cleveland 
Browns, Cox, a Pitt graduate, was traded to Minnesota in *62 
but failed to make the squad. He made it in °63. 


Ed Sharockman: The Vikings tied with the Lions for the NFC 
lead in team interceptions last season with 28, and the man 
who contributed the most toward keeping Minnesota at the 
top of that department was cornerback Ed Sharockman. In 
69 Sharockman intercepted only one pass, but last year the 
six-foot, 200-pounder intercepted seven and returned one 34 
yards for a touchdown. Sharockman scored two other TDs 
last season, both on blocked punt recoveries. Before the *70 
season “Steady Eddie,” as Bud Grant has tagged Sharockman, 
had scored only two TDs in eight years. The Vikings drafted 
him fifth in °61 out of Pittsburgh. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


September 20* at Detroit; 26 Chicago. 

October 3 Buffalo; 10 at Philadelphia; 17 at Green Bay; 25* 
Baltimore; 31 at New York Giants. 

November 7 San Francisco; 14 Green Bay; 21 at New Orleans; 
28 Atlanta. 

December 5 at San Diego; 11 Detroit; 19 at Chicago. 


* Night game. 


NEW ORLEANS 
SAINTS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—4th (NFC Western) 

Strengths—Abramowicz’s sure hands linked to Manning's potential, 
and a relatively strong offensive line. 

Biggest meeds—improved pass rush, comebacks by Baker and 
Granger, consistent placekicking, and team unity. 

1970 finish—4th (NFC Western, 2—] 1—1) 


Last March the football hierarchy chose New Orleans as the 
site for Super Bowl VI. At the time it appeared the owners 
were batting six-for-six in avoiding a home-field advantage in 
the annual season finale; it seemed impossible that the Saints 
would make it into post-season playoffs in 1971. Five months 
later, nothing has changed. 

About all the Saints have going for them this season is a 
record-setting field goal kicker, Tom Dempsey, and a top-flight 
receiver, Danny Abramowicz. Even that isn’t entirely true. 
Dempsey did kick the historic 63-yard field goal, but aside 
from that feat, his showing last year was not outstanding. 
When new head coach J. D. Roberts said, “We feel we must 
improve in every aspect of the game,” he wasn’t kidding. 
Whatever the Saints had put together in 1969 was destroyed 
last season by injury and the repercussions of the firing of head 
coach Tom Fears. Many veteran players, upset over the coach- 
ing change, retired. 

Roberts got an early start on his job of rebuilding the team 
during the final weeks of the ’70 season. He started weeding 
out the veterans and at the same time auditioned youngsters 
to determine in advance of *71 training camp who would be 
likely to make the team in the coming season. Of course, the 
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key to the future belongs to the Saints’ number one draft 
choice, quarterback Archie Manning, although the rancor over 
Archie’s contract demands may linger. It’s likely that Manning 
will be the starting quarterback this year, even if he doesn’t 
make an outstanding showing during the pre-season. With last 
year’s rookie Steve Ramsey traded to Denver, Manning figures 
to beat out Edd Hargett, primarily a backup passer to the 
traded Billy Kilmer in the last two seasons, and rookie Bobby 
Scott, a 14th round pick out of Tennessee. Hargett started four 
games last year, but none after Roberts took over. His future is 
doubtful because of his size—only 5-11, 185 pounds. Manning, 
a sprint-out passer from Ole Miss., will not be forced to be- 
come a pocket passer. Roberts is enthusiastic about the young- 
ster’s versatility. “It will give the defense just a little bit more 
to worry about,” the coach says hopefully. 

Whether it’s Manning or Hargett throwing the ball, Abramo- 
wicz will be his favorite target. Al Dodd, who has better speed, 
is on the other side. They are both durable and consistent. The 
holdovers are Bill Dusenberry and Bob Shaw. Dusenberry was 
converted from running back to wide receiver during practice 
sessions last year, but has never played the position in a game. 
The rookies vying for jobs include Bob Newland (Oregon) 
and Hermann Eben (Oklahoma), 

Dave Parks, at tight end, is an established pass-catching 
threat and effective blocker. He's only 6-2 and 203 pounds, but 
gets the job done. Most teams would play Parks out wide. 
Rookie Don Burchfield (Ball State) is his backup man, but if 
necessary tackle Terry Stoepel and rookie running back Carlos 
Bell could take over. The 6-4, 238-pound Bell, a fourth-round 
draft choice, has two years of minor league experience. That 
could give him an advantage. 

The Saints need all the help they can get for their ground 
game. Last season injury took its toll, knocking out Andy Liy- 
ingston and Tony Baker, the team’s leading rushers in *69, 
Livingston was let go on waivers, while Baker and Hoyle 
Granger, acquired from Houston, are both coming back from 
knee surgery. Don McCall, reclaimed from Pittsburgh last sea- 
son, is an outside running threat. If Baker and Granger are 
healthy, those three can provide a flexible running attack. 
Other returnees looking for work are Tom Barrington, the 
Saints’ second-best ground gainer last season with 228 yards, 
and second-year man Dick Davis. In additiaa to Bell, the 
rookies available are Don Moorhead, a quarterback from 

(Continued on page 74) 
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SAINTS TEAM ROSTER 


Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Hf. Wt. Age Pro College 
46 Abramowicz, Dan WR 6-1 195 26 5 Xavier 
53  Absher, Dick LB 6-4 235 27 #2=x|5 Maryland 
38 Baker, Tony RB 5-11 225 26 4  lowa St. 
32 Barrington, Tom RB 6-1 213 27 6 Ohio St. 
34 Bell, Carlos RB 6-5 238 23 1 Houston 
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No, 


Name 


Bischoff, Bob 
Blossom, Charles 
Burchfield, Don 
Burgoon, Chuck 
Campbell, Dave 
Cannon, Glen 
Carroll, Leo 
Colman, Wayne 
Davis, Dick 
Dempsey, Tom 
Didion, John 
DiNardo, Larry 
Dodd, 
Dusenberry, Bill 
Eben, Hermann 
Elder, James 
Estes, Lawrence 
Fagan, Julian 
Farber, Hap 
Flanigan, Jim 
Fox, Denton 
Gathright, Ron 
Golmont, Van 
Granger, Hoyle 
Graves, Bart 
Gresham, Bob 
Hargett, Edd 
Heidel, Ray 
Hester, Ray 
Hines, Glen Ray 
Holden, Sam 
Hollcs, Hugo 
Howard, Gene 
Howell, Delles 
Huard, John 
Kiahr, Gary 
Kupp, Jake 
Lee, Bivian 
Lewis, Jess 
Lloyd, Tom 
Long, Dave 
Lyons, Dick 
McCall, Don 
Manning, Archie 
Manning, Bill 
Manuel, James 
Martin, D'Artagnan 
Moorhead, Don 
Morgan, Mike 
Morrison, Don 
Neal, Richard 
Newland, Bob 
Olssen, Lance 
Pamplin, Rocky 
Parks, Dave 
Pollard, Bob 
Rengel, Mike 
Richey, Mike 
Robinson, Craig 
Roussel, Tom 
Scott, Bobby 
Seiler, Poul 


Ht. = We. 
6-3 200 
6-4 270 
6-2 218 
6-22 235 
6-5 250 
6-1 185 
6-7 250 
6-1 230 
5-11 215 
6-1 264 
6-4 245 
6-1 246 
6-0 185 
6-2 198 
6-14 195 
5- 10%, 183 
6-6 

63 208 
6-1 221 
6-3 240 
6-2 205 
6-3 195 
6-3 190 
6-1 225 
6-4 240 
5-1114193 
5-11 185 
6-1 185 
6-2 215 
6-5 265 
6-3 258 
6-1 190 
6-0 190 
6-314 195 
6-0 220 
63 240 
6-3 248 
6-3 200 
6-1 230 
6-4 240 
6-4 245 
60 191 
5-11 195 
6-3 204 
6-2 230 
6-4 255 
6-1 190 
6-2 203 
6-4 242 
6-5 255 
63 254 
62 190 
6-5 270 
Sez" 1992 
6-2 203 
6-32 245 
6-5 260 
6-4 263 
6-4 250 
6-3 235 
6-1 201 
6-4 260 


Yrs. 
Age Pro 


Oo hoOWN HOH RWW HSH NOS NHO BUN ENA OW OSH ONNN NE -WWNE RHR ee 


1 


Colicge 


Virginia 
Texas Southern 
Ball St. 
North Park (III) 
uburn 
Mississippi 
San Diego St, 
Temple 
Nebraska 
Palomar J, C, 
Oregon St. 
Notre Dame 
N.W. Louisiana 
J.C. Smith 
Oklahoma St, 
Southern 
Alcorn A&M 
Mississippi 
Mississippi 
Pittsburgh 
Texas Tech 
Morehead St, 
Miami 
Mississippi St. 
Tulone 
West Virginia 
Texas A&M 
Mississippi 
Tulane 
Arkansos 
Grambling 
Rice 
Langston 
Grombling 
Maine 
Arizona 
Washington 
Prairie View 
Oregon St. 
Bowling Green 
lowa 
Kentucky 
So. California 
Mississippi 
Grambling 
Toledo 
Kentucky St. 
Michigan 
LSU 
Texas-Arlington 
Southern 
Oregon 
Purdue 
Hawaii 
Texas Tech 
Weber St. 
Hawaii 
North Carolina 
Houston 
So. Mississippi 
Tennessee 
Notre Dame 
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Yrs. 
No, Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
30 Show, Bob WR 6-0 194 22 2 Winston-Salem 
67 Shinners, John G 63 254 24 3 Xavier 
Smith, Joel CB 6-0 175 22 1 Alabama St. 
Smith, Joseph cB 6-0 175 22 J Alabama St, 
80 Stoepel, Terry T-TE6-4 235 26 3 Tulsa 
60 Sutherland, Doug G 63 250 23 #%+I Wisconsin St. 
(Superior) 
79 Swinney, Clovis DT 63 240 26 2 Arkansas St. 
72 ‘Talbert, Don Li 65 255 31 8 Texas 
Trout, Bill DE 6-4 260 23 1 Miami 
61 Williams, Del C 62 240 25 § Florida St. 
77 Williams, Jonothan a 6-1%2 240 22 JI Winston-Salem St, 
49 Williams, Tom LB-S 6-312 221 22 1 Willamette 
52 Winther, Wimpy C-T 6-414 261 23 1 Mississippi 
Woodard, Lon DE 6-5 245 at 1 San Diego St. 
23 Wyatt, Doug 5 6-14 195 2 Tulsa 


Michigan who has running ability, and Bob Gresham, a hard 
runner from West Virginia. 

Toward the close of the ’70 season, the Saints’ offensive line 
was much improved, and it could almost be called the team’s 
strong suit this year. Del Williams moved in as center for the 
last five games and John Shinners took over Williams’ right 
guard slot, Mike Richey replaced tackle Errol Linden, since let 
go on waivers, and seems to have a future. The left side con- 
sists of tackle Don Talbert and guard Jake Kupp. But Glen 
Ray Hines, acquired from Houston, will most likely wind up 
with a starting tackle job. There’s a long line of contenders 
looking for work—including second-year man Doug Suther- 
land, who got some experience last season at guard, center 
Lance Olssen, and tackle Paul Seiler, an ex-Jet. The Saints 
drafted five offensive linemen in ’71. Second-round choice Sam 
Holden, a guard from Grambling, has the best chance of 
breaking into the line. 

“Last year we couldn’t even put pressure on the opposing 
passer when we called a blitz,” recalled Roberts. That’s why 
the Saints’ number one project in ’71 is an improved pass rush. 
Going into training camp, New Orleans had 15 candidates for 
the four-man defensive line. Nobody is guaranteed a job, but 
it’s expected that Dave Long, shifted inside to replace tackle 
Dave Rowe (traded te Houston), will be more effective at the 
new job. Ex-Redskin Leo Carroll should move into the vacated 
right end position. Left tackle Mike Tilleman made a good 
showing and was voted the team’s MVP, but was then traded 
to Houston. Richard Neal returns at left end. Mike Rengel.and 
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Clovis Swinney will battle for Tilleman’s vacated job, but 
Rengel is a risk since he’s returning from back surgery. Charlie 
Blossom, from Houston, can fill in at tackle and end, while 
James Manuel, tried by St. Louis on the offensive line last 
year, will be shifted back to defense by the Saints. 

The New Orleans linebackers don’t run fast enough. Left 
linebacker Mike Morgan was knocked out by an Achilles’ ten- 
don injury last November, and it’s questionable whether the 
seven-year veteran will make it all the way back. Dick Absher, 
the middle linebacker the past two seasons, will be tried out- 
side, where he may be more effective. Tom Roussel, acquired 
from Washington, could make it at either outside post, while 
ex-Packer Jim Flanigan, also returning from knee surgery, will 
be tried at all three spots. Wayne Coleman and Hap Farber, 
who both saw action last year, are also in contention. 

Considering the lack of help the secondary got from the 
front four and linebackers, it did a remarkable job last year. 
But it was a makeshift secondary, with players playing out of 
position. To remedy that situation the Saints drafted four cor- 
nerbacks and one safety. Second-year man Delles Howell will 
be given a good shot at retaining the left corner job, while 
Doug Wyatt, used at right corner last season, will be tried at 
strong safety this time. Other available safetymen are Hugo 
Hollas, whose five interceptions led the team in ’70, and Dickie 
Lyons, returning from knee surgery. Gene Howard looked 
good in the early going last year, but then was injured. He’s 
listed as the right cornerback in place of Wyatt, but will meet 
a lot of competition. The rookie speedsters are Bivian Lee 
(Prairie View), beautifully named D’Artagnan Martin (Ken- 
tucky State), James Elder (Southern) and Ron Gathright 
(Morehead State). 

The punting chores will be handled by Julian Fagan, who 
led the NFC in 1970. But he has to get better protection. 
Coach Roberts feels that Dempsey can improve his record by 
better conditioning and stronger concentration. The huge 
young placekicker had most of his trouble kicking the 30-to 
40-yard field goals; he missed four out of five attempts from 
that distance. 
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J. D, ROBERTS: One game doesn’t make a sea- 
son, J. D. Roberts found this out last year 
when he became coach of the Saints in time 
to lead them to a spectacular 19-17 win over 
powerful Detroit. The week before, the one- 
time Oklahoma All-America lineman had 
been coaching Richmond of the Atlantic 
Coast Football League. But this day Roberts was calling the 
shots for New Orleans and sent in Tom Dempsey to kick his 
fantastic record-setting 63-yard field goal. But miracles don’t 
come often, and New Orleans didn’t win a game the rest of the 
season. Roberts’ predecessor, Tom Fears, won one game and 
tied another as coach of the club in the first half of the *70 
season. When he was promoted to the head coaching job it 
was too late for Roberts to change anything. But this year he 
says, “We're changing everything—including plays, numbers 
and assignments. We will open up our entire attack. We’ve 
brought in a lot of new players and will keep doing so until we 
find the right combination to have a winner.” The 37-year-old 
Roberts played a year in the Canadian Football League before 
turning to coaching. He assisted at Denver, Oklahoma, Navy, 
Auburn and Houston before moving to the pros with the Jets, 
the Saints and last year with New Orleans' farm club. He’s 
married and the father of five children. 


Danny Abramowicz: Almost overlooked in the 1967 draft de- 
spite some outstanding career records at Xavier (120 catches 
and 14 touchdowns), Danny Abramowicz was taken by New 
Orleans on the 17th round, Since then he’s been the club’s big- 
gest claim to respectability. Even today he’d have trouble pass- 
ing a pro screening test, since he isn’t very fast and is only 6-1 
and 195 pounds, But put Dan on the field and it quickly be- 
comes apparent why he’s one of the best receivers. He runs 
patterns beautifully and at times appears to have glue on his 
fingertips. In his third season Dan led the NFL with 73 catches 
and last year ranked second in the NFC with 55 receptions. 
His top performance came against Cincinnati when he grabbed 
eight passes for 165 yards. Although he’s never had an out- 
standing quarterback throwing to him, Abramowicz, in only 
four years, has caught 232 passes. 
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Tony Baker: Injuries have kept Tony Baker from reaching star- 
dom. The hard runner came to the Saints as a gift in 1968 
after leading a minor league in rushing. No one took the 225- 
pound Iowa State product in the draft so the Saints signed 
him as a free agent. His beautiful running form impressed the 
Saints, but on his fourth carry as a pro—against Cleveland— 
Tony suffered a shoulder separation. In 1969 the powerful 
back stayed in good health and averaged nearly five yards per 
carry. So last year it figured he was on his way to the top. But 
then he suffered a knee injury early and only managed to get 
into the ninth game of the season. Now the Saints are hoping 
Baker can again come back, this time from knee surgery. 
Despite missing a lot of time, he still led the team in rushing 
with 337 yards, averaging better than four yards per rush. If 
he can make it back this could be his season. 


Tom Dempsey: Even if 270-pound Tom Dempsey hadn’t re- 
written the record books with a 63-yard field goal against De- 
troit last season, he’d still belong in the courage hall of fame. 
Here is a man born with half a right foot—he uses a special 
kicking shoe—and a stub of a right hand. “I've always felt If 
could do anything anybody else did,” is his philosophy, and it 
has carried him from being a defensive end in high school and 
college, to a kicker in a semi-pro league and finally to the 
longest field goal in NFL history. Though he did come through 
in the clutch, Dempsey ranked only 14th among NFC scorers. 
He kicked 16 of 17 extra points and 18 of 34 field goals for a 
total of 70 points last season. 


Doug Wyatt: Another successful seventeenth-round pick by the 
Saints is Doug Wyatt, who proved he deserved better than that 
by intercepting four passes from his cornerback post last sea- 
son. The 195-pounder won a job in rookie camp last summer 
and never lost it. He’s quick, knows how to stick with a re- 
ceiver, and isn’t afraid to tackle. At Tulsa, Wyatt played 
offensive end and defensive back and was All-Conference for 
three years. A freak eye injury—a soft drink bottle exploded 
—cost Doug 40 percent of his vision in one eye, but a contact 
lens brings it back to 20-20. Plans for Doug in his second year 
call for him to play strong safety, 


Al Dodd: Probably the fastest member of the team, Al Dodd 
does double duty as a full-time wide receiver and kick return 
specialist. He was originally signed as a safety by the Chicago 
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Bears, who drafted him on the fourth round in 1967. The fol- 
lowing year was spent on the New Orleans’ taxi squad, but 
when Dodd was converted to a receiver in 1969 he was an 
instant success. Last year he caught 28 passes and topped the 
squad by averaging 17.3 yards per catch. He finished fifth in 
the conference by averaging 9.2 yards per punt return and 
ranked 12th in kickoff returns by averaging 21.3 yards. If the 
Saints can get someone to relieve Dodd of some of his extra 
duties, he could prove even more effective as a receiver. Dodd 
is a favorite of Saint fans since he played high school ball in 
New Orleans and then starred at nearby Northwestern Louisi- 
ana, where he set a NATA career interception record of 31. 


Edd Hargett: Pressure, in the form of number one draft pick 
Archié Manning, is on Edd Hargett, who is listed as the Saints’ 
starting quarterback. The former Texas A&M star has the job 
by virtue of having some NFL experience—in two seasons he 
has completed 109 passes. Edd has a very quick release and is 
good with the short passes although he has some problem de- 
livering the bomb. At 5-11 he’s considered small for a passer, 
but Edd has the confidence to lead the team. However, it 
should be only a matter of time before the high-priced Man- 
ning will take over as the Saints’ signal caller. 


Dave Parks: To boost his weight to a “heavy” 218, Dave 
Parks put on 15 pounds last season. “I needed the weight for 
blocking purposes,” explains Parks, a converted wide receiver, 
“but I still don’t try to out-muscle linebackers. I just try to 
finesse them.” Once the premier pass-catcher in the NFL—he 
led the league in 1965 with 80 catches—leg problems have 
bothered the Texas Tech sensation. Moved to blocking end, he 
still caught 26 passes for 447 yards despite pulled hamstrings. 
“The extra weight probably had some wearing effects on my 
legs and at times I needed relief,” explains Parks, who may 
drop some of the excess poundage this year. “Dave is particu- 
larly tough in critical third-down situations,” says Roberts, 
“and he’s still one of the best receivers in the league.” Parks, a 
tough competitor, came to the Saints in 1968 after playing out 
his option with the 49ers. If his Jegs hold up, the 29-year-old 
receiver should be one of the league’s better ends for the next 
few years, 


Dave Long; A fine two-way end at Iowa, Dave Long was a 
third-round draft choice of the Cardinals in 1966 and played 
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defensive tackle and end as a rookie. New Orleans obtained 
him in a trade in 1969 and for two years the 6-4, 250-pounder 
was used at defensive end. However, this year he’s been moved 
to defensive tackle to replace the traded Dave Rowe. “We feel 
Long’s speed and strength will make him more effective at 
tackle,” explains Roberts. A hard hitter and good pass rusher, 
each time Long drops a quarterback he raises his arms in a 
Tarzan-like gesture. The crowd loves it. 


Don Talbert: Although he was playing in his seventh NFL sea- 
son, offensive tackle Don Talbert probably produced his finest 
performance down the stretch last year. “If he continues to 
play that way,” says Roberts, “we'll be set at left tackle.” One 
of four siblings to play at Texas—brother Diron is a defensive 
tackle for the Redskins—Don captained the 1961 Longhorns. 
He was drafted on the eighth round as a future by Dallas and 
played for the club in 1962. The next two years belonged to 
the army; Don served in Vietnam before returning to the Cow- 
boys in 1965. Atlanta claimed Talbert in the expansion draft 
in 66, and two years later he came to the Saints in a major 
trade. He’s been a regular with New Orleans ever since. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


September 19 Los Angeles; 26 San Francisco. 

October 3 at Houston; 10 at Chicago; 17 Dallas; 24 at Atlanta; 
31 at Washington. 

November 7 Oakland; 14 at San Francisco; 21 Minnesota; 
28 at Green Bay (Milwaukee). 

December 5 at Los Angeles; 12 Cleveland; 19 Atlanta. 
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NEW YORK 
GIANTS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—3rd (NFC Eastern) 


Strengths—a flashy offense starring Tarkenton, Johnson, and Mc- 
Neil, defensive vigor from Files at middle linebacker, Dryer at 
end, and Lockhart in the secondary. 


Biggest needs—depth on the defensive and offensive lines and an 
improved pass rush. 


1970 finish—2nd (NFC Eastern, 9—5—0) 


The New York Giants seem to be moving toward champion- 
ship status once again, but at the same time they appear to be 
moving to the swamplands of New Jersey. New Jersey Goy- 
ernor Cahill has offered to build a new stadium to house the 
Giants, which he says can be ready in 1973, Giant owner Wel- 
lington Mara has been more than toying with the idea. 

The question at hand, however, is whether it will be the New 
York Giants or the Hackensack Giants who will be playing for 
a future NFL title. Last year the Giants looked much im- 
proved, battling for the Eastern Division championship until 
the final game of the season, when they lost to the Rams, 31-3, 
and showed that they still didn’t quite have the personnel to 
beat the NFL’s top teams. 

This year the Giants face a tougher schedule and will have 
to be a lot stronger to do as well as they did in 1970. At the 
same time their division-mates, Dallas and St. Louis, are still 
full-fledged contenders, and Washington, under George Allen’s 
new regime, should be more troublesome, too. 

Offense has been the name of the game for the Giants, but 
last year it wasn’t only quarterback Fran Tarkenton who made 
it work. Newcomers Ron Johnson, the former Cleveland run- 
ning back, Bob Tucker, a free agent who moved in as tight 
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end, and Clifton McNeil, the 49ers’ former deep threat, plus 
fullback Tucker Frederickson, who shed hig injury jinx last 
season, were all responsible for bringing the Giants back to 
respectability. 

This year Coach Alex Webster will build his I-formation 
around Tarkenton and Johnson. Tarkenton, entering his 11th 
pro season, is at his peak, still keeping defenses off-balance 
with the threat of his running while capably directing an excit- 
ing passing game. Behind Tarkenton is Dick Shiner, whom 
Fran calls “the best backup quarterback in football.” Tarken- 
ton, who has played in every game of his pro career, didn’t 
give Shiner much chance to perform last season (Dick com- 
pleted nine of his 12 attempts), but relies heavily on his side- 
line expertise. Ed Baker, who was taxied last year as a rookie, 
will probably suffer the same fate this season. 

The running game was sound for the first time in years with 
Johnson darting for yardage and Frederickson, displaying ex- 
cellent blocking skills, opening holes for his running mate. The 
reserve halfbacks are third-year man Bobby Duhon, ex-Cowboy 
Les Shy (a six-year veteran), and man-of-all-trades Joe Mor- 
rison. Free agent Allen Smith will compete for a job, too. Be- 
hind Frederickson are Junior Coffey, who missed the entire ’70 
season with a leg injury, veteran Ernie Koy, and rookie Charlie 
Evans of USC. 

The Giants’ potent passing attack should be much improved 
this year since both split end Clifton McNeil and Bob Tucker 
have had a season’s experience of catching Tarkenton passes 
and adjusting to the Giants’ system. Johnson and Frederickson 
catch their share of passes, too. Add to that the promise of 
first-round draft choice Rocky Thompson, a 9.2 speedster out 
of West Texas State. If Thompson is as good as he’s expected 
to be at flanker, then McNeil will have more of a chance to 
maintain his reputation for making game-busting plays. Don 
Herrmann is penciled in as the starting flanker, at least until 
the Giants find out about Thompson. Ten-year veteran Aaron 
Thomas should also be available to provide depth. Other 
rookies vying for jobs are free agent Tim Delaney (San Diego 
State) and fourteenth-round draft choice Coleman Zeno 
(Grambling), Behind Tucker at tight end are veteran Dick 
Kotite and 6-6 rookie Dick Gibbs (U. of Texas at El Paso), 
although Gibbs has signed to play pro basketball for the ABA 
New York Nets. 

(Continued on page 84) 
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GIANTS TEAM ROSTER 


Yrs. 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Amelung, Frank G 6-1 258 23 1 Florida U. 
Athas, Pete DB 5-11 185 25 1 Tennessee 
Bailey, Tom T 6-5 265 28 1 Alcorn A&M 

72 Baker, John DE 6-5 260 29 2 Norfolk St. 

60 Banks, Willie G 6-1 200 23 4 Alcorn A&M 
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No. Name Pos. Hf. Wt. Age Pro College 
Barron, George 1% 6-4 273 26 #1 Mississippi St. 
Blanchard, Tom P-QB6-0 190 22 1 Oregon 

21 Brown, Otto DB 6-1 188 24 5 Prairie View 

77 ~=Buzin, Dick T 6-4 250 26 4 Tennessee St. 
Brumfield, Claude G 6-3 240 24 #+%+|I| Penn St. 
Butler, A DB 63 220 26 1 Compton J.C, 

65 Case, Pete G 63 245 30 10 Georgia 

34 Coffey, Junior RB 6-1 215 29 35 Washington 

74 Crane, Dennis T 6-6 250 26 4 USC 
Delaney, Tim WR 5-11 190 23 1 San Diego St. 

51 Douglas, John LB 62 225 26 2 Missouri 

89 Dryer, Fred DE 6-6 240 25 3 San Diego St. 

28 Duhon, Bobby RB 6-0 195 25 3 Tulane 

20 Eaton, Scott DB 63 205 26 5 Oregon St. 
Ellison, Mark G 6-2 250 22 1 Dayton 
Evans, Charlie RB 6-1 215 21 1 USC 

58 Files, Jim LB 64 240 23 2 Oklahoma 

24 Frederickson, Tucker RB 6-2 220 28 6 Auburn 
Gabriel, Tony TE 64 205 22 1 Syracuse 
Galiardi, Lou DT 65 255 24 #1 Dayton 
Gibbs, Dick TE 6-6 215 22 1 UTEP 

3  Gogolak, Peter K 6-1 190 28 8 Cornell 
Grant, Wes DE 63 245 24 1 UCLA 

33. Green, Joe DB 5-11 195 24 2 Bowling Green 
Gregory, Ted DE 64 245 22 1  Deloware 
Hanson, Dick DT 6-6 280 22 #1 No. Dakota St. 

61 Harper, Charlie GT 6-0 250 27 6 Oklahoma St. 

64 Hazeltine, Matt LB 6-1 225 37 #J5  U. of California 

55 Heck, Ralph LB 6-1 230 30 9 Colorado 

85 Herrmann, Don WR: 6-2 195 24 3 Waynesburg Col, 
Higgins, Pete DB 6-2 198 24 1 Wisconsin 
Hornsby, Ron LB 63 232 21 1 S.E. Louisiana 

84 Houston, Dick WR 62 197 25 3. East Texas St. 

56 Hughes, Pat Cc 6-2 240 23 2 Boston U. 

36 Johnson, Bill P 6-2 208 27 2 Livingston Col. 

30 Johnson, Ron RB 6-1 205 23 3 Michigan 

73 Kanicki, Jim LT 6-4 270 29 9 Michigan St. 

52 Kirby, John LB 63 232 29 8 Nebraska 

87 Kotite, Dick TE 63 230 26 #5 Wagner 

23 Koy, Ernie RB 63 225 29 7 Texas 

53 Larson, Greg c 6-3 250 32 11 + # Minnesota 

43. Lockhart, Carl DB 6-2 175 28 7 No. Texas St. 

44 Longo, Tom DB 6-1 200 27 3 Notre Dome 

71 Lurtsema, Bob DE 66 250 29 5 Western Michigan 

18 McNeil, Clifton WR 6-2 187 30 8 Grambling 

40 Morrison, Joe RB 6-1 212 34 13 = Cincinnati 
Newton, Clarence G 63 245 22 #1 = Idaho 
Olson, Steve CB 63 200 23 4 WN.E. Oklahoma St, 

26 Parker, Ken DB 6-1 190 25 2 Fordham 
Reed, Henry LB 63 230 22 1 Weber St. 
Rodgers, Tom K 62 240 23 1 Baldwin-Wallace 
Roller, Dave DT 6-2 240 22 1 Kentucky 

75 Shay, Jerry DT 63 245 27 6 Purdue 

11 Shiner, Dick QB 6-0 195 29 8 Maryland 

25 Shy, Les RB 6-1 200 27 4=6 Long Beach St, 
Smith, Allen RB 5-10 190 29 1 Findlay 

10 Tarkenton, Fran QB 6-0 190 §6©31 «6©11)= «Georgia 

88 Thomas, Acron WR 63 215 33 11 Oregon St. 
Thomas, Ed LB 6-2 240 21 1 Lebanon Valley 
Thompson, Rocky WR 5-11 200 22 1 W. Texas Sf. 
Tipton, Dave DE 66 240 22 1 Stanford 

38 Tucker, Bob TE 6-3 230 25 2 Bloomsburg 

63 Von Horn, Doug G 6-2 245 28 S OhioSt. 
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Yrs. 

No. Nome Pos. Hf, Wt. Age Pro College 

2 ae a ee ee 
Walton, Wayne Te 65 245 22 1 Abilene Christian 

41 Williams, Willie DB 6-0 199 28 7 Grambling 
Wilson, Bob DB 63 200 24 #=%$|J Weber St. 
Wright, Jim LB 6-l 230 22 #21 Notre Dame 
Young, Ulysses DB 63 190 25 1 Allen U. 

69 Young, Willie T 60 265 28 6 Grambling 
Zigulich, Joe e 6-1 Asai ee 1 Northwestern 
Zeno, Coleman WR 64 210 23 1 Grambling 


The line isn’t up to the level of the rest of the offense, pri- 
marily because of a lack of depth. Veteran center Greg Larson 
is solid but 32. The solution Webster has come up with is the 
conversion of big (6-6, 250) Dennis Crane from tackle to cen- 
ter, Rookie Wayne Walton, a tackle in college, will also be tried 
at center. The starting tackles are Willie Young on the left side 
and Dick Buzin on the right. Webster would like to try Young 
at guard, but that would leave him with only Charlie Harper, 
who plays both guard and tackle, and rookies Walton, George 
Barron and Tom Bailey to compete for the tackle job. Pete 
Case, listed as the left guard, may retire. Doug Van Horn, the 
right guard, is improving steadily. Other prospects are Willie 
Banks (a taxi-squadder last year) and rookie Mark Ellison 
(Dayton). 

The defensive line is also questionable, particularly inside. 
Aside from right end Fred Dryer, the front four can stand 
improvement. Wes Grant, who had won the left end job in the 
1970 exhibition season, missed his rookie year because of a 
cracked vertebra. He was the Giants’ number two draft choice 
in *70, and is penciled in as the starting left end this year. 
Grant pass rushes well, but needs work against the run. Bob 
Lurtsema was the regular left end in *70, but could be shifted 
to tackle since Jerry Shay’s future is still in doubt, Shay suf- 
fered a severe leg fracture in the closing game against L.A. 
Experienced Jim Kanicki will be at right tackle. Depth? John 
Baker, the ex-Canadian League star who played some last year, 
Willie Townes, the former Dallas Cowboy, Vernon Vanoy, a 
taxi-squadder in "70, and rookie hopefuls Dave Tipton (Stan- 
ford), Ted Gregory (Delaware) and Dave Roller (Kentucky) 
will all be trying to make the squad. If his legs are sound and 
if he keeps his weight down, Townes could be a revelation. 

Second-year man Jim Files is a fixture at middle linebacker, 
but the outside jobs, held last year by aging veterans Ralph 
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Heck (30) and Matt Hazeltine (37), require faster and 
younger men. Pat Hughes is being switched from center to 
linebacker and ex-Cowboy John Douglas is another good pros- 
pect. Eight-year veteran John Kirby backs up the middle. He’s 
coming back from knee surgery. Rookie contenders are well- 
rated Ronnie Hornsby (Southeast Louisiana), Ed Thomas 
(Lebanon Valley) and Jim Wright (Notre Dame). Rookie end 
Ted Gregory will also be tried there. 

The secondary is competent. Scott Eaton and Willie Williams 
are at the corners. Kenny Parker and Rich Houston (being 
shifted from flanker to defense this year) are the reserves, 
Spider Lockhart, one of the few Giant untouchables, mans the 
free safety job, while Otto Brown should take over as strong 
safety. Tom Longo, who courageously played with broken 
metacarpal bones in both hands last year (as did Kenny 
Parker), is first in line for backup duty. Tough little Joe Green 
and taxi-squadder John Shinall are also available. Rookies with 
the best chance are free agents Ulysses Young and A! Butler. 

Placekicking chores will again be handled by Pete Gogolak, 
who set a number of Giant records last season. But the punting 
is still a sore point. Left-footed punter Bill Johnson was incon- 
sistent in 1970, He'll meet competition from rookie Tom 
Blanchard, a quarterback and punter drafted out of Oregon, 
and Tom Rodgers, who failed to make it with Dallas last 
season. 


ALEX WEBSTER: When former Giant fullback 
Alex Webster was named to replace Allie 
Sherman as head coach of the team at the 
beginning of the 1969 season, it was freely 
predicted that by 1971 a “name” coach 
would replace Webster. But “Big Red” fooled 
everyone last season by directing the team 
to its first winning season since 1963, and missed winning 
the Eastern Division title only when the Giants lost to the 
Rams in the final game of the regular season. For this feat 
Alex was named Coach of the Year in the National Con- 
ference. He proved a stronger coach in his second season on 
the job as he took charge more, He promises to increase his 
authority this year. Webster preaches one philosophy, saying, 
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“Football is fun and that’s what we keep telling our players. 
I know when I played on championship teams we all enjoyed 
the sport.” He uses a man-to-man approach and the players 
have responded to this. Alex still holds the Giants’ all-time 
rushing record, having piled up 4,638 yards (1955-64) which 
ranks him 21st on the all-time NFL list. He played in six 
championship games, including the 1956 massacre of the 
Chicago Bears. Now he’s looking forward to coaching a 
championship team, 


Fran Tarkenton: Quarterback Fran Tarkenton almost laid to 
rest the talk about a scrambler never winning a title last sea- 
son. Unfortunately for Fran, he had his worst game of the year 
in the season finale against Los Angeles and the Giants wound 
up second best. Early in the year, Fran asserted himself as 
team leader when he demanded the right to call his own plays. 
After he took charge, the Giants won nine of their last 11 
games. Fran “The Scram” seemingly tried to remain in the 
pocket more at the start of the ’70 season, but the constant 
threat of his running ability kept enemy defenses guessing. 
Tarkenton wound up running the ball 43 times and averaged 
5.5 yards per carry. But it was his passing which did the job 
as Fran finished third in the NFL, completing 56 percent of 
his attempts for 2,777 yards but only 19 touchdowns. He hit 
his peak midway through the season when he connected on 
10 straight passes against the Cardinals and wound up that 
game with 15 completions in 18 attempts for five touchdowns 
and 280 yards. The ten-year veteran is seventh on the all-time 
passing list with 25,917 yards and joined another elite group 
when he threw his 200th career touchdown last season. Fran 
is not big—he’s six feet tall and 190 pounds. Defensive line- 
men must seal off the outside or his scrambles will kill them. 


Ron Johnson: Almost a throw-in when the Giants obtained 
defensive tackle Jim Kanicki from Cleveland, Ron Johnson 
became an instant star for his new team. It was quite a year 
for the Johnson family as Ron’s baseball-playing brother Alex 
won the American League batting crown and Ron broke the 
Giants’ season-rushing record by gaining 1,027 yards, second 
best in the league. In addition, Ron led the league in pass 
catching for part of the season and finished eighth with 48 
receptions. His combined rushing-receiving yardage, 1,514 
yards, topped the NFC. The 23-year-old former Michigan All- 
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American isn’t sprinter-fast, but he has the knack of finding 
holes and, once in the open, his deceptive moves and accelera- 
tion make him tough to catch. At Cleveland he was Leroy 
Kelly’s understudy. Last year, ironically, Ron outgained the 
great (and injured) Kelly by nearly 400 yards—and the feel- 
ing is that Johnson will get better with more experience. 


Tucker Frederickson: When Tucker Frederickson joined the 
Giants as their number one draft choice from Auburn in 1965, 
the team thought it had a future pro great. And when Tucker 
gained 659 yards rushing as a rookie the Giants were con- 
vinced. But knee operations in ’66 and ’67 robbed Frederick~ 
son of considerable speed. He squeezed out a fair season the 
following year, but in 1969 he was almost completely lost be- 
cause of another knee injury and a broken ankle. Little was 
expected of him last season, but the 218-pound fullback sur- 
prised everyone—including himself—by staying healthy and 
turning in a solid all-around performance. Tucker rushed for 
375 yards, caught 40 passes for 408 yards (including a S7- 
yard TD reception), and was one of the better blocking backs 
around. 


Pete Gogolak: Ever since the Giants lured Pete Gogolak from 
the Buffalo Bills, then of the rival American Football League, 
they've been waiting for a big season from the soccer-style 
placekicker. Finally, in his fifth year in New York, Gogo 
came through. He accounted for 107 points, including a 54- 
yard field goal—both club records. Pete, who introduced the 
side-of-the-foot kicking style to American college football 
while at Cornell, came here from Hungary during the 1956 
uprisings. He was always accurate inside 40 yards, but seems 
to be kicking the long ones with more regularity now. 


Jim Files: Drafted number one last season after a standout 
career as an outside linebacker at Oklahoma, Jim Files became 
the Giants’ middle linebacker at the start of the 1970 exhibi- 
tion season. Despite some weak games at the beginning—which 
is understandable—Files developed nicely. The 6-4, 235- 
pounder, who learned his trade with on-the-job experience, 
came on strong by the end of the year, In the running for 
Rookie of the Year honors in 1970, Files, it is felt, has the 
potential to develop into an All-Pro middle linebacker. He 
drops back very well on pass plays but must learn not to get 
blotted out so often on running plays. 
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Spider Lockhart: Only 175 pounds, Spider Lockhart can re- 
peatedly be seen coming from his free safety spot to make 
tackles at the line of scrimmage. And on occasion he employs 
the safety blitz with devastating results. A team leader with 
his chatter and hustle—he’s the defensive captain—Spider is 
also the most feared defensive back on the club. Opposing 
passers throw into his area only when absolutely necessary, and 
as a result he made only four interceptions last season. Spider, 
whose given name is Carl, was a thirteenth-round draft choice 
from North Texas State in 1965, and he has been a regular 
with New York almost from the start. 


Fred Dryer: A West Coast surfer in the off-season, Fred Dryer 
is probably the fastest defensive end in the league. The Giants’ 
number one draft choice in 1969, Dryer had a great first half 
last year. However, as his 235-pound weight slipped to 215 
near the end of the grueling campaign, his play slipped, too. 
The club is hoping a weight-lifting program will build him up 
—without fat—and that the 6-6 Dryer will have the stamina 
to go all the way. Probably the best indication of his potential 
are the offers the Giants have received for him from other 
teams. 


Clifton McNeil: One thing Clifton McNeil has is confidence. 
“When I’m going,” says the seven-year veteran, “there’s no 
defensive back who can stay with me.” Despite his self-esteem, 
MeNeil failed to show the Giants much early last season. But 
midway through the campaign, the man who led the NFL 
with 71 receptions in 1968 when he was with the 49ers, caught 
fire, “It just took Fran and myself time to get to know what 
each of us could do,” said Clift. Once that happened, the 
Grambling product got hot and wound up tied for fifth in the 
NFC with 50 catches for 764 yards. His patterns were the 
finest seen since Del Shofner’s Giant days. The only disap- 
pointment was his inability to click with the bomb, something 
the Giants were looking for in the man who ran a 9.5 100 in 
college. He still has the ability to get clear, but at 30 it could 
be that he’s lost a step. 


Bob Tucker: As a 25-year-old rookie, Bob Tucker had to per- 
form in extra-special fashion last year in order to make the 
club. He didn’t win a job until the end of the exhibition sea~- 
son, but by the middle of the season, Tucker was the Giants’ 
starting tight end. He proved to be an outstanding blocker and 
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had the knack of catching third-down passes under pressure. 
Bob hung on to 40 passes, five of them for touchdowns. A 
product of Bloomsburg State in Pennsylvania, Tucker had 
brief trials with the Patriots (1968) and the Eagles (1969), 
but he picked up most of his experience in the Atlantic Coast 
Football League, where he caught 17 touchdown passes for 
the Pottstown Firebirds in 1969. 


Willie Williams: The onetime Grambling flanker doesn’t get 
much publicity, but in 1970, for the third straight year, Willie 
Williams led the Giants in interceptions. The cornerback was 
tied for fourth place in the NFC last season with six thefts 
and has 20 over the last three seasons. Willie was a 9.7 track 
man at college and was an eighth-round pick in 1965. After 
a season with New York he jumped to Oakland, but late in 
1967 he returned to the Giants and has been a regular ever 
since. Willie was the NFL’s interception leader in 1968 when 
he came up with 10. 


Greg Larson: Seven years ago, when Greg Larson had to un- 
dergo serious knee surgery, it appeared that his football career 
was at an end, It took the Giants’ 250-pound center nearly a 
season to get back into playing shape, but Greg was determined 
to make it back and is still going strong. This will be Greg’s 
llth pro season—all with the Giants—and he’s considered 
one of the most underrated blocking centers in the league. A 
center and linebacker on Minnesota’s 1961 Rose Bowl team, 
Larson was drafted sixth by New York the following season. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
NEW YORK GIANTS 


September 19 at Green Bay; 26 Washington. 

October 3 at St. Louis; 11* at Dallas; 17 Baltimore; 24 at 
Philadelphia; 31 Minnesota. 

November 7 San Diego; 14 at Atlanta; 21 at Pittsburgh; 28 St. 
Louis. : 

December 5 at Washington; 12 Dallas; 19 Philadelphia. 


* Night game. 
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a PHILADELPHIA 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—5th (NFC Eastern) 


Strengths—o solid ground game, good receivers, tough offensive 
line, and Rossovich anchoring the defense, 


Biggest needs—o quarterback (please!), a leakproof defensive 
secondary, improved pass rush, and more effective kicking. 


1970 finish—5th (NFC Eastern, 3—10-—1) 


The Eagles are moving into a new stadium this season, but 
aside from that change there probably won’t be much differ- 
ence between their 70 and ’71 seasons, Head coach Jerry Wil- 
liams has been given another chance to become the Eagles’ 
savior, but he may as well start looking for another job right 
now, Despite the fact that the team, youthful and inexperi- 
enced, suffered a lot of injuries last season, it won’t be able to 
make much progress this year—primarily because Philadel- 
phia’s schedule is just about the toughest in the league. The 
Eagles are slated to compete against 1970 division champions 
five times, and the other teams they face are each more than 
respectable. 

Norm Snead was made a sort of scapegoat for last year’s 
losing campaign and found himself traded to Minnesota during 
the off-season. At the time the Eagles thought they would have 
Greg Barton, former reserve quarterback at Detroit, as the top 
competitor to fill the vacancy left by Snead, and didn’t draft 
any quarterback. But then Barton, who played out his option 
with the Lions last year, signed with the Toronto Argonauts of 
the Canadian Football League. That leaves second-year man 
Rick Arrington, strong-armed but with a history of weak knees, 
and Pete Liske, acquired from Denver, to battle for the job. 
Look for Philadelphia to trade for a quarterback. 

The Eagles’ ground game is potentially strong. Cyril Pinder, 
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the team’s rushing leader last year, and Tom Woodeshick are 
considered the starters, But they'll meet plenty of competition 
from Lee Bouggess, a real surprise as a rookie, and Leroy 
Keyes, who’s returning from an Achilles’ tendon injury. Boug- 
gess, aside from his running prowess, possesses a fine pair of 
hands. He outshone the wide receiver corps in ‘70 with 50 
catches. The holdover reserves are Harry Jones and Larry 
Watkins, and rookies trying to break in are eleventh-round 
draft choice Albert Davis and Tom Bailey, a tenth-round pick. 

Whichever quarterback the Eagles finally use, his primary 
outside targets will be Ben Hawkins and Harold Jackson. But 
Fred Hill and Billy Walik also play wide. There’s even been 
talk of converting Keyes to wide receiver, Gary Ballman, the 
team MYP last year, is listed as the starting tight end, but Steve 
Zabel, the Eagles’ first draft choice in 1970, appears to be the 
future at that spot. Speedy Olympic sprinter John Carlos will 
get another look this year; he spent last season on the taxi 
squad after injuring his knee in a mild workout. Rookie Harold 
Carmichael from Southern U. will be vying for a job, too. He's 
a big target at 6-7. 

Center Mike Evans is the anchorman on an offensive line 
which showed improvement toward the end of last season. The 
tackles are Joe Carollo, an aging veteran whose experience is 
invaluable, and Wade Key, considered one of the few untouch- 
ables on the squad. Dick Hart and Jim Skaggs are seasoned 
guards. Second-year man Calvin Hunt is the reserve center, 
while Steve Smith, formerly with the Vikings, and Rich Stevens 
are the backup tackles. Norm Davis does the job at guard, 
Number two draft choice Henry Allison is expected to make a 
strong bid for a starting berth. The 6-2, 255-pounder has a fine 
reputation as a strong pop blocker and experienced pass pro- 
tector. Other rookies are Leonard Gotshalk, a 6-4, 247-pound 
tackle, and Ed Fisher, a 256-pounder out of Prairie View. 

The primary goal on defense is to strengthen the pass rush. 
Toward that end Williams plans to shift Ernie Calloway to an 
inside job if number one draft choice Richard Harris shows 
he’s ready to move in at left end. Harris has good size, 6-4 and 
260 pounds, and was rated as the top collegiate lineman by 
most pro scouts last year. He’s quick, having run the 40 in 4.7, 
Mei Tom is at the other end, and Don Brumm backs him up. 
The tackles are eight-year veteran Don Hultz and Gary Petti- 
grew. Hultz can also fill in at end if Calloway moyes inside. 
Mike Dirks and rookie Rich Saathoff, a 277-pounder out of 

(Continued on page 94) 
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DEFENSIVE UNIT 
J.Smith* 
Scarpati 
Lester* Hayes 
Harvey Medved 
Nelson Bradley 
CB iS Gerstech 


Brumnt Dirks 
Tom . Pettigrew 
E T 


Murphy* 
Neely* 
Preece 
Ramsey 
S 
James* R. Jones 
L Pettigrew* Thrower 
Hobbs CB 
Porter 
LB 
Saathof{* Harris” 
Holtz Calloway 


Ri a 
NS AAAAA RK 


Hawkins Key Evans Skaggs Carollo Ballman 
Walik Uperesa* —-Nardquist Hunt Wi. Davis Stevens Zabel 
Carmichael* S$. Smith Ailison* Lewis* Gotshaik* Shellabarger* —_Bulger* 
Williams* Lueck* 
FL 
HB as FB Jackson 
Woodeshick ers i Pinder sede 
Watkins 
rier La : Gebauer” 
H. Jones Green* 
OFFENSIVE UNIT 
‘a "Rookie 
EAGLES TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No. Name Pos, Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Allison, Henry OG 6-2 255 24 1 San Diego St, 
11 Arrington, Rick QB 6-2 185 24 2 Tulsa 
85 Ballman, Gary Se 6-1 210 31 #10 $ Michigan St. 
E 
Blackwell, James S 6-0 176 22 1 Southern U, 
46 Bouggess, Lee RB 6-2 210 23 2 Louisville 
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Ys. 
Wt. Age Pro College 


No. Name Pos. Ht. 

28 Bradley, Bill S-P 5-11 190 24 3 Texas 

80 Brumm, Don DE 64 245 29 9 Purdue 
Bulger, A.C. TE 6-4 224 21 1 U. of Washinaton 

77 ~=Calloway, Ernie DE 66 245 23 3 Texas Southern 
Carlos, John WR 6-3 210 26 1 San Jose St. 
Carmichoel, Harold WR 6-7 225 22 1 Southern U. 

76 Carollo, Joe ru 6-2 265 31 10 Notre Dame 
Casey, Bill DB 5-11 178 22 1 E. Tennessee St, 
Cichy, Joe DB 6-0 190) = 21 1 No, Dakota St. 
Creech, Robert LB 6-3 218 22 1 TCU 
Davis, Albert RB 5-11 215 22 1 Tennessee St, 

64 Davis, Norm G 6-2 245 26 4 Grambling 
Davis, Vern 5 6-4 208 21 1 W. Michigan U. 

62 Dirks, Mike DT 6-2 246 25 4 Wyoming 
Duncan, Rick KS 6-0 210 29 3. E. Montana St, 

59 Evans, Mike c 6-5 250 25 4 Boston Col. 
Feller, “Happy” K 5-114%4185 22 1 Texas 
Fisher, Ed T 6-3% 256 24 1 Prairie View 
Garcia, Jess KS 5-10 190 28 1 Merced College 
Gebauer, Ron WR 5-10 178 21 1 Lamar Tech 

69 Gersbach, Corl LB 6-1 230 24 #2 West Chester St. 
Gotshalk, Leonard T 6-4 247 22 1 Humboldt St. 
Green, Vince WR 6-1 190 22 1 Troy St. 
Harris, Richard DE 6-4% 260 23 1 Grambling 

71 Hart, Dick G 6-2 251 28 5 No College 

41 Harvey, Richard CB 62 190 24 2 Jackson St. 

18 Hawkins, Ben WR 6-0 180 27 #46 Arizona 

47 Hayes, Ed S 6-1 185 25 2 Morgan St. 

86 Hill, Fred pis’ 6-2 215 27 7 So, California 

56 Hobbs, Bill LB 6-0 221 25 3 TexasA&M 
Hollie, Alex DB 6-2 190 )=—. 23 1 Tennessee St. 

83  Hultz, Don of ae 6-3 241 30 9 So, Mississippi 

54 Hunt, Calvin c 63 243 23 2 Baylor 

29 Jackson, Harold WR. 5-10 175 25 4 Jackson St, 
James, Bruce LB 6-2 230 23 1 LsuU 

48 Johnson, Jay LB 6-3 230 25. 3. East Texas St. 

23 Jones, Harry RB 6-2 205 26 5 Arkonsas 

21 Jones, Ray CB 6-0 187 23 2 Southern U, 

51 Kelley, Ike LB 5-11 224 27 +6 OhioSt. 

72 Key, Wade T 6-4 245 24 2 S.W. Texas St. 

20 Keyes, Leroy RB 63 208 24 3 Purdue 
Lester, Danny DB 5-11 183 23 1 Texas 
Lestyk, Randy LB 6-1 240 21 1 U. of Virginia 
Lewis, Dub Le 6-3 252 23 1 £E. Texas St. 
Liddick, Wayne QB 6-2 193 24 1 Susquehanag U. 

21. Lindsey, Jim FB 6-2 210 26 § Arkansas 
Liske, Pete QB 62 206 29 4 PennSt. 

52 Lloyd, Dove LB 63 248 34 13 Georgia 
Lueck, Bob OG 62 245 28 1 U.of Arizona 
McDonald, Ed 5 6-2 190) =—.22 1 No. Texas St. 

45 Medved, Ron S 6-1 200 27 46 Washington 

3 Moseley, Mark K 5-11 182 23 2 S,F. Austin St. 
Murphy, Pat DB 5-11 192 21 1 Colorado 
Novert, L. G. KS 6-1 188 26 1 U. of Missouri 
Neely, Wyck Ss 6-2 190) =.22 1. Mississippi 

26 Nelson, Al CB 5-11 186 27 7 Cincinnati 

68 Nordquist, Mark Cc 6-4 246 24 4 U.of Pacific 
Parker, Bob LB 6-2 245 24 1 Memphis St. 

88 Pettigrew, Gory DT 6-5 255 26 6 Stanford 
Pettigrew, Len tB 6-3 228 23 1. Ashland Col. 
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Yrs. 
Wt. Age Pro 


No. Nome Pos. Hi, College 

22 Pinder, Cyril RB 6-2 222 24 4 Illinois 

50 Porter, Ron LB 63 232 26 5 Idaho 

33 Preece, Steve s 6-1 195 24 3 OregonSt. 

24 Ramsey, Nate S 6-1 200 30 9 Indiana 
Roberts, Harold WR 6-1% 197 21 1 Austin Peay St, 

82 Rossovich, Tim LB 6-4 240 25 4 So. California 
Sage, John LB S62: 2255 2S) TD) CS 
Scarpati, Joe DB 5-10 185 28 8 No. Carolina St. 
Sheltabarger, Tom T 6-42 255 24 1 San Diego St. 

70 Skaggs, Jim G 63 250 31 9 Washington 
Smith, Jack DB 6-2 205 24 1 Troy St. 
Smith, Steve T 6-5 250 27 5 Michigan 

73 Stevens, Richard T 64 240 23 2 Baylor 

99 Tom, Mel DE 6-4 249 30 £5 San Jose St. 

49 Thrower, Jim CB 6-2 194 22 2 East Texas St. 
Trapp, Richard WR 6-1 180 8624 1 U. of Florida 
Uperesa, Tuufuli T 6-3 254 23 1 Montana 

9 Walik, Bill WR 5-11 180 23 2 Villanova 

34 Watkins, Lorry RB 62 215 25 3 AlcornA&M 
West, Barry E 64 205 23 JI UNC 
Williams, Dave FL 60 198 22 1 Western St. 

37 Woodeshick, Tom RB 6-0 222 29 9 West Virginia 

35 Young, Adrian LB 6-1 232 25 4 So. California 

89 Zabel, Steve TE 6-4 235 23 #2 Oklahoma 


Northern Arizona, are the reserve tackles. 

The Eagles drafted four linebackers, which was curious since 
they have other, more important needs. Tim Rossovich proved 
more than capable holding down the middle last season. He 
could assert himself as the team’s desperately needed leader. 
The outside linebackers are Ron Porter and Adrian Young. 
There’s a flock of reserves including Bill Hobbs, 13-year vet- 
eran Dave Lloyd (who lost his job to Rossovich last season), 
Ike Kelley, Carl Gersbach and Jay Johnson. The rookies trying 
to get by that mob are Len Pettigrew, Bruce James (who also 
played end at Arkansas), John Sage and Robert Creech. Sage 
was a good one at LSU. 

There’s flexibility in the secondary, and that may be the basic 
problem. A first-rate combination of available talent simply 
may not exist. At the corners are Ray Jones, taxied after start- 
ing seven straight games last year, Jim Thrower, who took 
Jones’ place on the roster, Rich Harvey, who tore knee liga- 
ments last season, and Al Nelson, possibly the only reliable one 
in the bunch. Safety Steve Preece filled in at corner last season, 
but he’s slated to be Nate Ramsey’s backup man at tight safety, 
Ramsey is completely recovered from the gunshot wound he 
suffered last winter. The other spot, however, is more open to 
competition. Those with the best chance are Bill Bradley, who 
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tore knee cartilage during the 1970 pre-season and was limited 
to punting duty, Ron Medved, and second-year man Ed Hayes, 
who suffered a fractured leg Jast year. But Joe Scarpati, who 
once owned the job, was let go by New Orleans and the Eagles 
signed him as a free agent. He’s only 28 and might prove that 
the Saints made a mistake. The rookies include speedster Jackie 
Smith (Troy State) and Danny Lester (Texas), who has also 
been used as a receiver. 

The Eagles’ kicking game has to improve. Bradley handles 
the punting chores, He underwent knee surgery during the off- 
season and it is hoped he'll boot the ball the way he did two 
years ago in his rookie year. Mark Moseley is the returning 
placekicker, but the Eagles drafted Happy Feller on the fourth 
round to compete for the job. Maybe Feller will be worth it. 
He set two NCAA records while at Texas and was the top 
kicking specialist in the nation last year. He has range and is 
accustomed to kicking under pressure. 


JERRY WILLIAMS: For a time late last year 
the betting was that Jerry Williams would 
not be back for a third season as the Eagles’ 
head coach. But the onetime Los Angeles 
Ram safetyman fooled everyone and is re- 
turning for another shot at reviving the claw- 
less Eagles—probably because owner Leon- 
ard Tose couldn’t deal fast enough to obtain the services of 
George Allen. Naturally, Williams realizes that this is a make- 
or-break year for him, and that only a marked improvement 
on the team’s 1970 record (3—10—1) will save his job. What 
really undid the coach last season was the collapse of the 
defense, which he felt was on its way to respectability. Ironic- 
ally, defense is what Williams knows best, since he was the 
Eagles’ defensive coach for six years (1958-63) before be- 
coming a successful coach in the Canadian League. As head 
coach of the Calgary Stampeders, he led them to their first 
title in 19 years in 1967 and was voted Coach of the Year. The 
Eagles lured him back in 1969 and, considering the material 
he was given to work with, at times he probably wished he’d 
stayed north of the border. Williams, a fighter pilot during 
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World War II, has the distinction of having played in the 
College All-Star Game when at Washington State, and then 
of playing in the 1952 All-Star Game as a member of the 
L.A. Rams. 


Lee Bouggess: When Lee Bouggess was picked on the third 
round of the 1970 college draft, the most people could say 
was that he came from the same school as Johnny Unitas— 
Louisville. But the Eagles knew what they were doing as this 
powerful runner bowled over would-be tacklers on the way to 
gaining a respectable 401 yards for a weak team. And the 
6-2, 210-pounder displayed fine hands, catching 50 passes to 
tie for fifth place in the NFC. The strange part of his coming 
through was that Lee got to play offense only in his senior year 
of college; as a sophomore and junior he was an All-Con- 
ference defensive player. In his one year on offense for Louis- 
ville, he gained 1,064 yards, including 171 yards and two 
touchdowns in his final game. The Eagles are counting on him 
to help lead them back into contention. 


Tim Rossovich: A fine defensive end for three seasons, Tim 
Rossovich was converted to middle linebacker last year and 
turned in a surprisingly good job at his new position. Tim was 
a number one draft choice in 1968 after starring at USC, 
where he and teammate Adrian Young were the co-captains 
of the Trojans’ 1967 national championship team. Williams 
isn’t sure whether he'll keep the rangy 250-pounder at middle 
linebacker or move him back to the line. Rossovich has the 
size and speed to play at either position. Where does he prefer 
to play? “I really love it at middle linebacker,” Tim says. “You 
make contact on almost every play, making it a dynamite posi- 
tion.” During the off-season the long-haired, mustached Rosso- 
vich makes, not dynamite, but candles and tie-dyed T-shirts 
for extra money. 


Tom Woodeshick: Rated the Eagles’ top all-around back, Tom 
Woodeshick too often has been hampered by injuries. He 
missed a good part of last season but showed his talent when 
he carried the ball 254 yards (4.9 yard average); that in- 
cluded a 57-yard touchdown run. In 1969 Tom gained 831 
yards. He is not rated very fast, but he has the quickness to 
get to a hole and, once through, is tough to bring down. At 
six feet and 225 pounds, he’s very strong and breaks tackles 
authoritatively, A product of West Virginia University, Woode- 
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shick is looking for a very big season. Last year was a wash- 
out, not only because of an ankle injury but because he was 
unhappy from the start over a salary squabble. 


Pete Liske: The Eagles acquired quarterback Pete Liske from 
the Denver Broncos during the off-season, and are giving Pete 
a good shot at replacing the departed Norm Snead. Jerry 
Williams knows what Liske can do, having coached Pete up 
in Canada. In 1967 Pete was named the league’s outstanding 
player when Calgary won the Western Conference title. A 
standout at Penn State, he failed to make it with either the 
Jets in 1964 or the Broncos in 1965. Denver coach Lou Saban 
suggested the move to Canada. Liske played out his option in 
*68 and the Broncos signed him as a free agent in *69. Last 
year, alternating with Steve Tensi, Pete completed 112 of 238 
passes for 1,340 yards and seven touchdowns. He has never 
been able to hold a first-string job as a U.S. pro quarterback. 


Leroy Keyes: A two-way All-American at Purdue, Leroy Keyes 
is starting in on the third and final leg of his $180,000 con- 
tract. So far the club has received only one season’s work 
from Keyes, as a torn Achilles’ tendon last year kept him on 
the disabled list for most of the schedule. Just when it ap- 
peared as if the 6-3, 208-pound runner would give them some 
help, Leroy reinjured the heel and that was it. When healthy, 
Keyes is a fine athlete who can do it at running back or corner- 
back and is also an outstanding kick return man. The biggest 
question now is whether he can overcome last season’s injury, 
physically and psychologically. If he can, there’s a possibility 
that he'll be converted to wide receiver. 


Cyril Pinder: Listed as the second-string fullback, Cyril Pinder 
moved into the starting job last season when Tom Woode- 
shick was injured and established himself as a pro running 
back. Pinder wound up as the Eagles’ leading ground gainer 
with a 657-yard total. He also came out of the backfield to 
grab 28 passes for 249 yards. A third-round pick out of Illinois 
in 1968, Pinder was held back by knee problems, but has 
improved every year. Because of his superior speed, he is given 
a good shot at beating out Woodeshick this year. The 6-2, 
220-pounder is tough running inside. 


Gary Ballman: One of the steadier receivers in the league, Gary 
Ballman has caught at least 26 passes a season for the last 
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tine years. The onetime Michigan State star shifted between 
tight end and wide receiver last season and wound up with 47 
receptions. The toughest challenge for Gary in 1970 was con- 
trolling his weight, He needed the muscle of his pre-season 228 
pounds to execute his blocking assignments at tight end, but 
took off 15 pounds to give: him added speed for the outside 
job. Finally settling down at around 216, Gary capably car- 
Tied out both jobs and came up with a number of clutch re- 
ceptions. The Eagles obtained the 31-year-old receiver from 
Pittsburgh in a 1967 trade. 


Harold Jackson: Sometimes the Eagles like to exaggerate 
Harold Jackson’s height and say he’s nearly six feet tall. 
Actually, he’s closer to 5-10, which makes him one of the 
smaller receivers in the NFC, What Jackson has going for him 
is 9.7 speed, and he loves to use it. An instant success in 1969 
after the Eagles got him from Los Angeles, his stats dropped 
off last year. Still, he caught 41 passes for 613 yards, including 
his specialty—a 79-yard bomb. Jackson was the Rams’ 14th 
draft choice in °68 after an outstanding career at Jackson State. 
He played only two games for L.A. but, with the Eagles in 
69, led the league in yardage with 1,116 on 65 receptions. 


Joe Carollo; Although he’s 31, offensive tackle Joe Carollo 
doesn’t want any part of the bench. In fact, it’s almost an in- 
sult if he’s rested. Since coming to the Eagles two years ago 
from Los Angeles in the big trade for Bob Brown, Carollo has 
Played in every game. He has a playing streak of 125 games, 
122 of which he started. Joe weighs 256 and uses his size 
efficiently as one of the top pass blockers around. He also 
has the speed to pull out of the line on running plays. Couple 
all this with a great desire and you can see why the Notre 
Dame product is considered a complete player. This will be 
Joe’s 10th year in the pros since the Rams drafted him eighth 
in 1962, He shows no signs of slowing up. 


Mark Moseley: An unheralded 14th-round draft choice from 
Stephen F. Austin College, Mark Moseley proceeded to send 
veteran kicker Sam Baker into retirement last season. As the 
Season wore on, however, Moseley wasn’t that impressive. The 
rookie kicker made only 14 of 25 field goals and missed three 
PAT’s. One of his field goal misses was a 27-yarder which 
would have given the Eagles a victory over Atlanta. “I’ve 
noticed I’m starting to lean back on kicks and this is causing 
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me to push instead of lift,” said the 23-year-old kicker, trying 
to explain the miss. The hope is that Mark will break out of 
his bad habits this season and be more reliable with a year’s 
experience under his belt. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


September 19 at Cincinnati; 26 Dallas. 

October 3 San Francisco; 10 Minnesota; 17 at Oakland; 24 
New York Giants; 31 Denver. 

November 7 at Washington; 14 at Dallas; 21 at St. Louis; 28 
Washington. 

December 5 at Detroit; 12 St. Louis; 19 at New York Giants. 


11 


ST. LOUIS 
CARDINALS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—4th (NFC Eastern) 
Strengths—Lane’s explosive running, a solid offensive line, speedy 
deep receivers and a top-rated defensive secondary. 


Biggest needs—consistency from quarterback Hart, improved de- 
fense against the rush, and the poise to win under pressure. 


1970 finish—3rd (NFC Eastern, 8—5—1) 


The Cardinals certainly looked like the team to beat in the 
NFC East midway through the 1970 season. They had won 
four of their first six games and then shut out the opposition 
three times in a row. But down the stretch they faltered, losing 
their final three games of the campaign. Although the team 
was still considered to be in the rebuilding stage and had 
moved up from a 4-9-1 record in ’69 to 8—S—1 in ’70, head 
coach Charley Winner lost his job, The man brought in to take 
Winner’s place, Bob Hollway, is a defensive specialist who 
played a big part in making the Minnesota Vikings’ defense 
into what it has been in recent years. 

An improved defense will help, but the Cardinals’ future 
really depends on quarterback Jim Hart. In his first season 
without Charley Johnson breathing down his neck, Hart just 
wasn’t good enough. He completed only 46 percent of his 
passes and threw 18 interceptions. Pete Beathard could give 
him more competition this year. Behind the two veteran passers 
are Dave Olivo, on the Cards’ taxi squad for two years, and 
12th-round draft choice Tim Von Dulm, a 6-3, 195-pound 
sleeper out of Portland State. 

Hart certainly has quality wide receivers in Dave Williams 
and John Gilliam. If Williams and Gilliam are both covered, 
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then tight end Jackie Smith serves as another pass-catching 
threat. The outside reserves are Jerry Daanen and Fred Hyatt, 
but rookies Mel Gray, a 9.5 sprinter from Missouri, Jim Live- 
say and Mike Savoy will give them competition. Bob Brown 
and second-year man Jim McFarland are the backup tight 
ends. 

The Cardinals’ super-charged ground game has the potential 
to be even better than it was last season. MacArthur Lane sur- 
prised just about everybody last year by finishing as the third 
best rusher in the NFL with 977 yards, Cid Edwards, injured 
midway through the season, and Johnny Roland, who took up 
the slack, complement Lane. There’s depth, too, with young- 
sters Charlie Pittman and Paul White returning, and 1970's 
first-round draft choice Larry Stegent, who missed the whole 
season with a knee injury, coming back. 

Charley Winner put together a fine offensive line last season, 
and Hollway doesn’t plan any major revisions. Veteran tackles 
Bob Reynolds and Ernie McMillan and left guard Irv Goode 
were joined by Clyde Williams at right guard and Wayne Mul- 
ligan at center. Their pass protection was excellent and should 
be even better in their second season as a unit. The reserves 
are Chuck Hutchison, a second-year man, and Mike LaHood. 
Vern Emerson and second-round draft choice Dan Dierdorf 
are behind Reynolds and McMillan. Dierdorf was an All 
America at Michigan. Tom Banks, whose rookie season was 
delayed a year because of a broken leg suffered in a 1970 pre- 
season game, should be ready to play behind Mulligan at cen- 
ter. Other rookies looking for jobs are draft choices Doug 
Klausen and Ron Miller and free agent Steve Johnson. 

The defense was either very, very good last year, or very, 
very bad. Hollway intends to make it more consistent this sea- 
son. The line is solid, with ends Rolf Krueger and Chuck 
Walker and tackles Fred Heron and Bob Rowe, Except for 
Walker, who is 30, they’re all young and should stick as a unit 
for some time. But they have to become more efficient at con- 
taining the opposition’s ground game. Walker missed four 
games with injury last year, and reserves Joe Schmiesing and 
Cal Snowden filled in for him. They'll be back this season. The 
backup tackle is Mike Siwek. Rookies competing for jobs are 
Ron Yankowski, an end out of Kansas State, and Wendell 
Jones, a free agent from Utah. 

The linebacking was good last year, but there is still plenty 
of room for improyement. Larry Stallings performed up to his 

(Continued on page 104) 
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Willingham* Latourette 
Allen* L Wilson 
Wehrli > 
cB 
Wallace* 
Healy 
Rivers 
Brame* 
Parish LB 
2 Fh 
Yankowski* 
Snowden Stwek 
Walker Rowe 


Ai A 


Cooch* 
Plummer 
T. Brown 


Stovall 


Ss 


j 


Fi Fi 
A AARRAA 


D. Williams Reynolds Goode Mulligan C. Williams 
Daanen Klausen* — LaHood Banks* Hutehison 
Livesay* Miller* Jobnson* 


Lane 


Shivers Beathard 


Pittman pres 


Stegent* Von Dulm* 
fA orresie UNIT 


McMillan Smith 
Emerson B. Brows 
Dierdorf* McFarland 


Gilliam 
Edwards Hyatt 
Roland Gray* 
White Savoy* 
Heiskell* 
"Rookie 


CARDINALS TEAM ROSTER 


Name Pos. Ht. 
Allen, Jeff RB 5-11 
Bokken, Jim K 6-0 
Banks, Tom Cc 6-1 
Beathard, Pete QB 6-1 
Brame, Lawrence LB 6-1 


Yrs. 
Wt. Age Pro 


190 


1 


1 
) 
j 
8 
1 


College 


lowa St. 
Wisconsin 

Auburn 

So, California 
Western Kentucky 
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No Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
89 Brown, Bob TE 6-2 225 28 4 Alcorn A&M 
24 Brown, Terry S 6-1 210 24 3 Oklahoma St. 
46 Cooch, Jim, DB 62 215 22 1 Colorado 
59 Crennel, Carl LB 6-0, 1225. 22 1 West Virginia 
31 Daanen, Jerry WR 6-0 190 26 4 Miami (Fla,) 
72 Dierdorf, Dan T 6-4 265 21 1 Michigen 
39 Edwards, Cid RB 6-2 230 28 4 Tennessee St. 
76 Emerson, Vern T 6-5 260 26 3 Minnesota-Duluth 
20 Farr, Miller CB 6-1] 190 28 7 Wichita St, 
44 Gilliam, John WR 6-1 195 26 ‘5 So. Carolina St, 
55 Goode, Irv G 65 255 30 10 Kentucky 
85 Gray, Mel WR 5-9 175 22 1 Missouri 
45 Harris, Eric CB 6-0 Iz7o ee 1 Colorado 
17 Hart, Jim QB 6-2 200 27 6 Southern Illinios 
56 Healy, Chip LB 6-2 235 24 3 Vanderbilt 
32 Heiskell, Ted RB 6-2 225 21 1 Houston 
74 Heron, Fred DT 6-4 260 26 6 San Jose St. 
65 Hutchison, Chuck G 63 240 22 2 Ohio St. 
88 Hyatt, Fred WR 6-3 200 25 4 Auburn 
38 Jakowenko, George K 5-9 155 22 J Syracuse 
61 Johnson, Steve G 62 245 22 #1 S«<E. Missouri St. 
84 Jones, Wendell DE 6-4 245 25 1 Utch 
62 Klausen, Doug T 65 240 23 1 Arizona 
70 Krueger, Rolf DE 6-4 250 24 3 Texas A&M 
66 LaHood, Mike G 6-3 250 26 3. Wyoming 
36 Lane, MacArthur RB 6-1 220 29 4 Utah St. 
26 Latourette, Chuck P-S 6-0 190 26 4 Rice 
83 McFarland, Jim TE 6-5 225 23 2 Nebraska 
73 McMillan, Ernie T 6-6 255 33 11 Iilinois 
29 Miller, Ron T $64 260 22 #=J1 McNeese St, 
50 Mulligan, Wayne C 6-2 245 24 3 Clemson 
52 Ogle, Rick LB 6-3 225 22 #+| Colorado 
18 Olivo, Dave QB 62 205 24 1 . Miami (Fla,) 
57 Parish, Don LB 6-1 220 23 2 Stanford 
28 Pittman, Charlie RB 6-1 200 23 2 Penn St. 
43 Plummer, Tony S 5-11 190 24 2 Pacific 
71 Reynolds, Bob Ri 6-5 265 32 9 Bowling Green 
53 Rivers, Jamie LB 6-2 235 25 4 ° Bowling Green 
23° Roland, John RB 6-2 215 28 6 Missouri 
34 Rosema, Rocky LB 6-2 230 25 4 Michigan 
75 Rowe, Bob DT 6-4 260 26 5 Western Michigan 
86 Savoy, Mike WR 62 195 23 I eer Hills St. 
(S.D.) 
82 Schmiesing, Joe Boe 260 26 4 \New Mexico St. 
27 = Shivers, Roy RB 5-11 200 29 6 Utah St. 
68 Siwek, Mike DT 6-3 260 23. 2 Western Michigan 
81 Smith, Jackie TE 64 235 £31 9 N. W. Louisiana 
87 Snowden, Cal DE 6-4 250 24 3. Indiana 
67 Stallings, Larry LB 62 230 29 9 Georgia Tech 
35 Stegent, Larry RB 6-1 200 22 1 Texas A&M 
21 Stovall, Jerry S 6-2 195 30 9 LSU 
42 Thompson, Norm cB 6-1 Ws 25 1 Utah 
12 Von Dulm, Tim QB 63 195 22 1 Portland St. 
79 Walker, Chuck DE 6-3 250 30 8 Duke 
69 Wallace, Rocky LB- 6-1 220 22 1 Missouri 
DE 
47 Watkins, Preston WR 6-0 190 22 1. Bluefield St, 
(W. Va.) 
22 Webhrli, Roger cB 6-1 195 23 3 Missouri 
30 White, Paul RB 6-0 200 23 2 Texas-El Paso 
63 Williams, Clyde GT 6-3 250. - 31 5 Southern U. 
80 Williams, Dave WR 6-2 210 26 #5 Washington 
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Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Hf. Wt. Age Pro College 
33 Willingham, Larry CB 6-1 185 22 1 Auburn 
8 Wilson, Larry S 6-0 195 33 12 Utah 
41 Wright, Nate CB 5-11 180 23 3. San Diego St. 
78 Yankowski, Ron DE 6-4 225 24 1 Kansas St. 


usual excellence, but Jamie Rivers in the middle is still gaining 
experience and second-year man Don Parish, the team’s Rookie 
of the Year, appears to have a long future. There’s flexibility 
with Rocky Rosema battling for full-time duty again, and re- 
serves Chip Healy and taxi-squadder Carl Crennel looking for 
action, too. Fifth-round draft choice Rocky Wallace of Mis- 
souri heads a three-man rookie crew seeking to break in. The 
others are Rick Ogle and Larry Brame, 

Hollway can’t expect much more from his outstanding sec- 
ondary. The safeties are All-Pro free safety Larry Wilson and 
strong safety Jerry Stovall, Veteran Miller Farr, the former 
Houston Oiler, moved right in at left corner last year. And 
Roger Wehrli, entering his third year in the pros, is almost a 
star. Those four wound up with 18 of the Cards’ 21 intercep- 
tions last year. Nate Wright is the number one backup man at 
the corners, but 1970 draft choice Eric Harris, who missed his 
rookie season with an injury, and 1971 first-round draft pick 
Norm Thompson, a lightweight at only 175 pounds, will pro- 
vide competition. The reserves behind Wilson and Stovall are 
Terry Brown, Chuck Latourette and Tony Plummer. They all 
saw limited action last season. Other prospects are Larry Wil- 
lingham (Auburn) and Jeff Allen (Iowa State) at the corners, 
and Jim Cooch (Colorado) at safety. 

If everybody else does his job, then placekicker Jim Bakken 
won't have any trouble doing his. Bakken is now the tenth lead- 
ing scorer in NFL history. Latourette handles the punting. 


BOB HOLLWAY: When the Cardinals went 
into a late-season tail spin after leading their 
division for most of the ’70 season, the club’s 
owners felt that a change of head coaches 
was needed. The Bidwells looked around, de- 
cided that defense is the name of the game 
and came up with Bob Hollway, almost un- 
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known outside the league, as their choice for the job. But Bob 
had proved his worth in four years with the Minnesota Vikings, 
two as defensive line coach and two in charge of the overall 
defense. The fact that defense carried the Vikings to three 
straight divisional championships points up what Hollway ac- 
complished, The new Cardinal coach was a collegiate énd at 
Michigan (1947-49) and played in the Rose Bowl. He began 
his coaching career as an assistant at the University of Maine 
(1951-52) before moving to Eastern Michigan in 1953, where 
he was an assistant football coach and head basketball coach. 
In 1954 he returned to Michigan where he served as an as- 
sistant football coach until 1965. Two years later, when Bud 
Grant became head coach of the Vikings, Hollway moved up 
to the pros. Now the 45-year-old former Marine will get a 
chance to show what he can do on his own. There'll be a 
big rooting section in the stands, since he and his wife have 
six children, ranging in age from 10 to 18. 


MacArthur Lane: Although he was already 26 years old, the 
Cards made MacArthur Lane their first draft choice in 1968. 
Nagging injuries held him back during his first two years in 
the pros, but last season the 220-pound running back paid off 
by averaging 4.7 yards per carry in rolling up 977 yards— 
second best in the club’s history and third best in the NFL. 
In addition, Lane caught 32 passes for 356 yards, and his two 
touchdown receptions gave him a total of 13, tying him for 
most in the league with Chicago’s Dick Gordon. Mac also 
wound up with the best one-game performance in the con- 
ference last season—146 yards on 28 carries against Washing- 
ton. He got his late start on college because he had to work (as 
an apprentice machinist) to earn his tuition to Utah State. 
Mat has good speed and is a fine blocker. 


Jim Hart: Ever since he joined the club in 1966 as a free agent, 
the Cards have been waiting for Jim Hart to come up with 
a big season. For part of last season it appeared that the 
strong-armed quarterback had found the key to success, but 
down the stretch Hart found the going tough again. He has 
the arm but on too many occasions goes for the bomb or tries 
to force the ball into a crowd, which tends to lead to a lot of 
interceptions. Last year Jim completed less than 46 percent 
of his passes; he suffered 18 interceptions and threw only 14 
touchdown passes. This will be a make-or-break season for the 
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27-year-old Hart; his performance in the early part of the year 
could decide his future. 


Ernie McMillan: An 11-year veteran, Ernie McMillan showed 
no signs of slowing down last season. The 255-pound offensive 
tackle provided his usual outstanding pass protection and still 
displayed enough speed to get in front of the quick Cardinal 
runners. For his work he was named to the NFC Pro Bowl 
squad, Ernie, who is the Big Red co-captain, plans to keep 
playing for some time, at least until he can help the team 
win a championship. McMillan was an end while playing his 
college ball at Illinois, but the Cardinals shifted him to tackle 
and he stepped right into the starting lineup in his rookie year. 


Larry Wilson: They call him The Flea, The Pest, and Mighty 
Mouse, but opposing quarterbacks have some less printable 
names for hard-tackling Larry Wilson. At 33, Larry is slowing 
down a bit, but he’s still one of the top safetymen in the NFC 
eyen without pulling his favorite ploy, the safety blitz, as much 
as he used to. Last season Larry came up with five intercep- 
tions after picking off none the previous year, Now entering 
his 12th season, he owns Cardinal records for interceptions 
(45), return yardage (719), touchdowns (5), and longest re- 
turn—a 96-yard interception return in 1965. He’s been named 
to the Pro Bowl squad eight times. Ironically, Wilson was an 
outstanding running back at Utah, 


Cid Edwards: When the Cards signed Cleophus (Cid) Edwards 
as a free agent in 1967, the 230-pound running back was al- 
ready 24 years old. Then he spent his first season with the 
Cardinal taxi squad, and saw only a little action in 68. How- 
ever, the following year Cid blossomed into a standout, and 
for part of last season teamed with MacArthur Lane for the 
best one-two running punch in the league, But a midseason 
injury sidelined Cid, only after he had chalked up 350 yards 
on 70 carries. This could be the year the onetime Tennessee 
State star reaches his full potential. He has the size and speed 
to do it. 


Larry Stallings: A fine offensive tackle at Georgia Tech, Larry 
Stallings was switched to linebacker by the Cards in his rookie 
year and now, nine seasons later, is rated one of the best. Last 
year his play was so outstanding that he was named to the 
NFC Pro Bowl squad. A powerful tackler, Larry’s fondest 
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experience with the Cards occurred in 1965. It came against 
the Chicago Bears when center Mike Pyle snapped the ball 
just as quarterback Jack Concannon was calling a time out. 
Stallings grabbed the loose ball and ran 62 yards for a touch- 
down. It was his second career touchdown, the first coming 
earlier that year, when he went 17 yards with a fumble. 


John Gilliam: After two mediocre seasons with New Orleans, 
wide receiver John Gilliam became the Cardinals’ top pass 
catcher during the past two years. A second-round draft choice 
(by the Saints), Gilliam, a South Carolina State football and 
track standout (100 yards in 9.5), came to the Cards in 1969. 
In his first year he caught 52 passes and last season, 45, and 
gained more than 900 yards both times. When needed, the 
Cards use him on kickoff returns. But last year he was em- 
ployed strictly as a receiver. Gilliam scored six touchdowns in 
1970—one on a 48-yard end-around play. He is the Cardinals’ 
top deep threat. 


Jackie Smith: One of the better tight ends in the league, Jackie 
Smith is a two-way offensive player. He’s a bruising blocker 
and an outstanding pass catcher. What’s more, the 6-4, 235- 
pounder has the speed to get behind the defense for a bomb, 
something a lot of blocking ends can’t do. Look at his 1970 
statistics. Despite catching less than 40 passes for the first time 
since his rookie year in 1963, Jackie still picked up 687 yards. 
This breaks down to an impressive 18.6 yards per catch, a 
mark worthy of any wide receiver. For his showing Jackie, 
who set the Cardinal record of 1,205 yards in receptions in 
1967, was named to the Pro Bowl squad. Smith played small- 
college football at Northwest Louisiana. 


Rolf Krueger: The Cards drafted Rolf Krueger on the second 
round in 1969 and the All-American out of Texas A&M saw 
a lot of action in his rookie season. Last year the hard-hitting 
defensive end showed enough to be a starter and made tre- 
mendous strides toward improving his performance. At 6-4 
and 250 pounds, Rolf has the size plus the speed to turn 
into a top-rated end. The Cards are counting on the 24-year- 
old Krueger for the future. He’s the brother of Charlie 
Krueger, the 49ers’ defensive tackle. 


Roger Wehrli: After only two years in the pros, Roger Wehrli 
has established himself as one of the best cornerbacks in the 
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league. An outstanding defensive back at Missouri—he had 
10 interceptions as a senior—Wehrli was the Cards’ first draft 
choice in 1969. He repaid their trust by becoming the club's 
top rookie and last season led the team with six interceptions. 
In November he was named the Associated Press Defensive 
Player of the Week, when he batted down five passes, came 
up with two interceptions and made three solo tackles in the 
Cards’ 38-0 massacre of Dallas. If needed, Roger can fill in 
as a punt returner; he led all major college players in that 
department as a Missouri junior, He is not overwhelmingly 
fast but his smartness and quickness enable him to stick close 
to the fastest receivers. 


John Roland: As a rookie in 1966, offensive halfback John 
Roland showed the promise of turning into a super-star. The 
promise almost became a reality in his second year when he 
ran for 876 yards and 10 touchdowns. He also caught 20 
passes for 269 yards. However, in the next-to-last game that 
year, John suffered a severe knee injury and it appeared that 
he was babying the knee the following two years. Last season 
Cid Edwards took his job away, but when Cid was hurt Roland 
stepped in to finish the season in grand style. Roland, who was 
also a great defensive back at Missouri, averaged better than 
four yards a carry in gaining 392 yards, second only to 
MacArthur Lane on the club. He also demonstrated that he 
had not lost the speed “with which he had led the league in 
punt returns as a rookie; against Dallas he returned a punt 
74 yards. Roland’s comeback gives the Cards three outstanding 
runners. 


Jim Bakken: Quick now, who's the tenth-best all-time scorer 
in the NFL? You're right if you guessed Jim Bakken, the 
Cards’ placekicker. Jim converted 37 of 38 extra points and 
made 20 of 32 field goals last season. That gave him 97 points 
and put his career total at 757. In 1967 Jim led the NFL in 
scoring with 117 points. Now entering his tenth season and 
only 30 years old, Jim stands a good chance of moving way 
up in the all-time standings. Originally drafted by the Rams, 
Jim was traded to the Cardinals in his rookie season in 1962. 
He was a college quarterback at Wisconsin. 
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September 19 Washington; 27* New York Jets. 

October 3 New York Giants; 10 at Atlanta; 17 at Washington; 
24 San Francisco; 31 at Buffalo. 

November 7 Dallas; 15* at San Diego; 21 Philadelphia; 28 at 
New York Giants. 

December 5 Green Bay; 12 at Philadelphia; 18 at Dallas. 


* Night game, 


12 


SAN FRANCISCO 
49ers 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—J] st (NFC Western) 

Strengths—o strong passing attack sparked by Brodie, a superior 
offensive line and reliable Gossett kicking points. 

Biggest needs—onother speedy deep receiver, a breakaway running 
back, and better defense against the run. 

1970 finish—/st (NFC Western, ]0—3—1) 


The 49ers are beginning a new era with their move from 
Kezar Stadium into refurbished Candlestick Park. But if San 
Francisco has its way, it will only be a continuance of the final 
season played in Kezar. For the first time in history, the 49ers 
won a division title. With a good blend of experience and 
youth, the team could make winning a habit in the next few 
years. And if the defense moves up on a par with the offense, 
there will be little doubt about the outcome in the NFL West 
this season. 

Quarterback John Brodie, the NFL’s number one passer in 
*70, did it all last season and there’s no reason to think he’ll fall 
off that mark this year. Brodie is 35 and has 14 years experi- 
ence behind him. He is in the sunset of his career, but the rays 
are still very bright. Should the unforeseen take place, however, 
three-year veteran Steve ‘Spurrier can take over. Last season 
Spurrier was confined to punting duties, but in 1969, when he 
did get a chance to start a few games, he completed 57.3 per- 
cent of his passes. The spares are taxi-squadder Buster O’Brien 
and 11th-round draft choice Joe Reed (Mississippi State), a 
rollout passer. 

Of course, a lot of Brodie’s efficiency last season depended 
on the pass protection the offensive line provided. By allowing 

110 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS mW 


its quarterback to be dropped only eight times in ’70, the line 
set an NFL record. Three-year veteran Forrest Blue is the cen- 
ter. He has excellent size—6-5, 260. The tackles are Cas 
Banaszek and Len Hohde, and Woody Peoples and Randy 
Beisler are the guards. Beisler moved ahead of Elmer Collett 
last year and is given a lot of credit for strengthening the unit. 
Collett and second-year man Bob Hoskins are the reserves, but 
unless some of the rookies come through there may not be 
enough depth. Toward that end the 49ers chose three offensive 
linemen in the first five rounds of the 1971 draft—guard Ernie 
Janet (Washington), center Willie Parker (North Texas State) 
and tackle Dean Shaternick (Kansas State). 

Of course, all the pass protection in the world would be of 
little use without a good set of receivers. The 49ers are well 
stacked in that respect. Gene Washington, the yardage leader 
among pass receivers last year (1,100 yards), heads the group. 
His partner is Dick Witcher, who makes the tough catch time 
and again. Tight end Bob Windsor is back, but two-year vet- 
eran Ted Kwalick is a strong competitor. Coach Dick Nolan 
would like to find another deep threat to take the pressure off 
Washington. Jimmy Thomas, who split his time between run- 
ning back and wide receiver last year, will get a trial. Subbing 
for the injured Washington in *70, Thomas was impressive; he 
caught a 57-yard TD pass in his first appearance. Also under 
consideration is rookie Vic Washington, who played out his 
option with the Canadian Football League last season. He’s a 
possible running back and kickoff returner, too. Other rookie 
candidates are third-round draft choice Sam Dickerson and 
sixth-round pick Al Bresler. Dickerson was a standout at USC. 

The rushing game could use some speed, but good talent is 
there. Ken Willard and Doug Cunningham have been the reg- 
ulars for two years. They're both good pass catchers, too. The 
Teserves are Thomas, John Isenbarger and Jim Strong. But if 
the 49ers can come up with a good outside runner, that would 
be ideal. Possibilities are Vic Washington and second-round 
draft choice Joe Orduna (Nebraska). Other rookie running 
backs are Tony Harris (Toledo), Ron Cardo (Wisconsin), and 
John Bullock (Purdue). 

The defensive line is exceptionally good and deep. Tackles 
Charlie Krueger and Roland Lakes and ends Tommy Hart and 
Bill Belk are the nominal starters. But last year Coach Nolan 
gave the ‘“reserves”—tackles Earl Edwards and Sam Silas and 
ends Cedrick Hardman and Stan Hindman—almost as much 

(Continued on page 114) 
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Ai DEFENSIVE UNIT 
4 Fuller 
Randolph Phillips 
Anderson® R. Taylor $ 
B. Taylor S 
cB amor Simpson 
Pracatetee Couch* J. Johnson 
risk Hutt CB 
Nonley Wilcox 
Sniadeckt LB LB 
Vanderbundt 
a | 
Bunch* Pursell* Dunstan* 
Hardman Edwards Silas Hindman 
Belk Lakes Krueger Hart 


A A AAR 
A ABRAAAA 


Witcher Rohde Beisler Blue Peoples  Banaszek Windsor 
V. Washington* Beisler Collett Parker* Hoskins Hoskins Kwalick 
Dickerson Shaternick* Janet* Lennon* 
Watson* R 
A FL 
HB fad FB 6. Washington 
Cunningham Spurrier Willard Thomas 
Tucker O'Bcien® Strong Riley 
Isenbarger Reed* Harris* L Johnson 
Thomas Bresler* 
OFFENSIVE UNIT ¥. Washington* 
“Rookie 
49ERS TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No. Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Anderson, Tim CB 6-0 198 22 1 Ohio St. 
79 Banaszek, Cas T 6-3. 249 25 4 Northwestern 
50 Beard, Ed LB 6-1 220 31 7 Tennessee 
Beck, Braden K 6-2 200 27 1 Stanford 
65 Beisler, Randy G 65 255 26 6 Indiana 
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No, 
72 
75 


12 


Name 


Belk, Bill 
Blue, Forrest 
Bresler, Alvin 
Brodie, John 
Bullock, John 
Bunch, Jim 


Campbell, Carter 
Cardo, Ron 


Cavan, Michael 
Collett, Elmer 
Couch, Therman 
Cunningham, Doug 
Dames, George 
Dickerson, Sam 
Dunstan, Bill 
Edwards, Earl 
Fuller, Johnny 
Gossett, Bruce 
Hardman, Cedrick 
Harris, Tony 
Hart, Tommy 
Hindman, Stan 
Hoskin, Bob 
Huff, Marty 
Isenbarger, John 
Janet, Ernie 
Johnson, Jimmy 
Johnson, Leo 
Krueger, Charlie 
Kwalick, Ted 
Lakes, Roland 
Lennon, John 
McCann, Jim 
Muse, George 
Nunley, Frank 
O’Brien, Buster 
Orduna, Joe 
Parker, Willie 
Peoples, Woody 
Phillips, Mel 
Pursell, Dave 
Randolph, Al 
Reed, Joe 

Riley, Preston 
Rohde, Len 
Schreiber, Larry 
Shaternick, Dean 
Silas, Sam 


Simpson, Mike 
Sniadecki, Jim 
Spurrier, Steve 
Strang, Jim 
Taylor, Bruce 
Taylor, Roosevelt 
Thomas, Jimmy 


Tucker, Bill 
Vanderbundt, Skip 
Washington, Gene 
Washington, Vic 


Yrs. 
Wt. Age Pro 


4 


~ 
thts 


Nh 
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College 


Maryland St. 
Auburn 
Auburn 
Stanford 
Purdue 
Wisconsin St. 
(Platteville) 
Weber St. 
Wisconsin St. 
(Oshkosh) 
Georgia 
San Francisco St. 
lowa St. 
Mississippi 
Oregon 


Lamar Tech 
Richmond 
No. Texas St. 
Toledo 
Morris Brown 
Mississippi 
Wichita 
Michigan 
Indiana 
Washington 
UCLA 


Tennessee St, 
Texas A&M 
Penn St. 
Wichita 

Colgate 

Arizona St. 
Grambling 
Michigan 
Richmond 
Nebraska 

No. Texas St. 
Grambling 

No, Carolina A&T 
Kentucky 

lowa 

Mississippi St. 
Memphis St. 
Utah St. 
Tennessee Tech. 
Kansas St. 
Southern IHlinois 


Houston 
Indiana 


’ Florida 


Houston 

Boston U, 
Grambling 
Texas-Arlinaton 


Tennessee St. 
Oregon St. 
Stanford 
Wyoming 
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Yrs. 
No, Mame Pos, Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Watson, John T 6-4 240 22 1 Oklahoma 
65 Wilcox, Dave LB 6-2 237 28 8 Oregon 
40 Willard, Ken RB 6-2 225 28 7 No, Carolina 
89 Windsor, Bob TE 6-4 229° 28 4 Kentucky 
88 Witcher, Dick WR 6-3 204 27 426 UCLA 


playing time. Hardman (whose auto license plates read 
NASTY) and Edwards could wind up as regulars this year. 
With that strength, rookies will have a tough time breaking in, 
but those trying are tackle Dave Pursell and ends Jim Bunch 
and Bill Dunstan. 

A lot of teams wouldn’t mind having the 49ers’ three veteran 
linebackers. Seven-year man Dave Wilcox, a Pro Bowler last 
season, plays the left side, Frank Nunley is the middle backer 
and signal caller, and two-year veteran Skip Vanderbundt, 
despite missing part of the season with injury, has shown steady 
progress on the right side, Those three collected seven of the 
club’s 22 interceptions. Vanderbundt’s substitute was and is 
Jim Sniadecki, who proved reliable. Ed Beard is the reserve in 
the middle, supported by *70 taxi squadders Carter Campbell 
and George Dames. Linebacking rookies are Marty Huff, an 
ageressive, quick 231-pounder out of Michigan, Therman 
Couch, who has top-rated speed, and John Lennon, a can- 
didate for offensive tackle as well. 

Aside from second-year cornerback Bruce Taylor, there’s a 
lot of experience in the secondary. Left cornerback Jimmy 
Johnson, free safety Roosevelt Taylor and tight safety Mel 
Phillips have 25 pro seasons among them. And Bruce Taylor’s 
progress should be quickened by having so much experience 
around him. The holdover reserves are Al Randolph, Johnny 
Fuller and Mike Simpson. Only one defensive back was drafted 
last January—number one choice Tim Anderson of Ohio State. 
He'll be tried at the corners and safety. Running back/receiver 
candidate Vic Washington will also get a look here. 

The 49ers believe they pulled a coup by obtaining place- 
kicker Bruce Gossett last year, and expect him to be reliable 
again in °71. Spurrier’s punting could stand improvement and 
eighth-round draft choice Jim McCann (Arizona State) could 
be the answer. McCann averaged 42.2 yards per kick in col- 
lege last year and gets plenty of height on his punts, too. 
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DICK NOLAN: Once a tough, quiet defensive 
back for the Giants, Dick Nolan hasn’t 
changed his style as a coach. In fact, many 
times after winning games he sounds like a 
losing coach. But whatever he does, it ap- 
pears right for the 49ers because in three 
years as head coach he’s built a perennial 
also-ran into a club which won its first divisional title. “There’s 
an awfully fine line between winners and losers,” is Nolan’s ex- 
planation of how a 4—8—2 team was turned into one that had a 
10-3—1 record. “The big thing is to cut down on mistakes and 
that’s what we did.” The 39-year-old Nolan learned his foot- 
ball with the Giants under Jim Lee Howell, Allie Sherman, 
Vince Lombardi and Tom Landry after being coached at 
Maryland by the late Jim Tatum. Dick also played for the 
Cardinals and Cowboys. In the 1970 NFC championship play- 
off game, Landry’s Cowboys gave Nolan’s 49ers a 17-10 les- 
son in a game replete with similar defensive setups. This year 
Nolan hopes to go his teacher one step better and win the 
Super Bowl. If he does, don’t expect a lot of noise—not from 
the quiet man. 


John Brodie: They saya quarterback doesn’t reach his peak 
until other football players have passed theirs. John Brodie is a 
prime example. After 13 years of great games followed by ter- 
rible ones, he finally put together a tremendous season at the 
age of 35. He completed 59 percent of his passes for 2,941 
yards, 24 touchdowns and even ran for a 12-yard score on the 
way to Player of the Year honors. For this Brodie collects 
around $90,000 a season, which is a super salary. In Brodie’s 
case he’s made that much because, just before the leagues 
merged in 1966, John jumped to the Houston Oilers on a 
three-year contract calling for at least $750,000. When the 
merger went through, Brodie’s lawyers made sure the man 
from Stanford received every penny the contract called for, 
even though he remained with San Francisco. It turned out he 
was worth it because his arm carried the 49ers to their first 
division crown last season. Brodie’s best showing came against 
the Bears when he completed 21 of 28 passes for 317 yards 
* and three touchdowns. Earlier in the season he hit on 17 of 20 
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against the Redskins, During the off-season Brodie plays tour- 
nament golf and is a stockbroker. “I like action,” says the 
quarterback. “That’s why I like football and the stock market.” 


Dave Wilcox: He’s played seven years at outside linebacker 
and has improved in each. At 6-2 and 237 pounds, he has the 
size to stop the run, but also the speed which paid off in two 
interceptions last year—one for 36 yards. Wilcox has played in 
the last three Pro Bowls and in some quarters is considered 
one of the best at his position. A rodeo rider as a teen-ager, 
Dave was an All-America at Boise Junior College and went on 
to star at Oregon as an offensive guard and defensive end. He 
was a third-round choice of the 49ers in 1964. 


Bruce Taylor: Although he was drafted in the first round last 
year, the 49ers really got more than they expected from Bruce 
Taylor. To start with, he gave them an outstanding season at 
cornerback, coming up with three interceptions. He demon- 
strated he could stick with receivers and knew when to slice 
through to stop the run. That would have been enough, but 
the rookie also returned punts and wound up leading the 
league with a 12-yard average. His best return went for 70 
yards against Green Bay. For his outstanding performance, 
Taylor was named Rookie of the Year. At Boston University 
he led the team in scoring as a senior, returning four punts and 
one interception for touchdowns, and in his lone offensive play 
scored on a 48-yard end-around. His brother Brian is a stand- 
out basketball player at Princeton. 


Cas Banaszek: A 249-pound reason why the 49er quarterbacks 
can count on enough time to launch their passes is offensive 
tackle Cas Banaszek. Considered an excellent pass blocker, 
he’s another number one San Francisco pick who turned out 
right. Chosen originally as a linebacker, although he played 
tight end at Northwestern, injury cost Banaszek a season and 
the following year he was moved to tackle. That’s where he’s 
stayed. Banaszek was named to the AIl-NFC team last season 
and at 25 should keep getting better. 


Cedrick Hardman: Although Cedrick Hardman will enter his 
second year in the pros listed as a second-string defensive end, 
he will probably emerge as the regular before the season is 
over. The 255-pound North Texas State player was one of two 
first-round draft choices for the 49ers in 1970—Bruce Taylor 
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was the other—and Hardman saw enough action to be tabbed 
by many as a future great. He’s an outstanding pass rusher 
who has modeled his style after Deacon Jones. Hardman has 
great speed for a defensive lineman and need only improve his 
play against running plays to be another Deacon. Cedrick en- 
tered college at 185 pounds and was a defensive back, but 
since then he’s kept getting bigger and bigger and bigger. 


Gene Washington: One 49er who has stayed at 185 pounds is 
Gene Washington, who doesn’t look like a football player. But 
set him loose on the field and there’s hardly a defensive back 
who can stick with this outstanding receiver. After setting a 
career-record of 122 catches at Stanford, he was a first-round 
pick of the 49ers in 1969. And he looked the part in grabbing 
51 passes in his rookie year. Last season he caught 53 passes 
and led the entire NFL with 1,100 yards. Eleven of his catches 
were good for touchdowns and his performance earned Gene 
All-Pro honors. Against New Orleans he made only five 
catches but three went for touchdowns as he picked up 131 
yards. Now, with two pro seasons under his belt, the sky’s the 
limit for the 24-year-old pass catcher. 


Jimmy Johnson: They used to call Jimmy Johnson the invisible 
man who only the opposing quarterbacks recognized. Quarter- 
backs kept their passes away from the 6-2, 184-pound corner- 
back. This kept Jimmy’s interception total down and that’s the 
one yardstick the public uses to check on the effectiveness of a 
defensive back. One year (1968) only 74 passes were thrown 
into Johnson’s area, and only 25 were completed. Finally, he re- 
ceived his due last year with All-Pro honors, which means he 
can discard his previous claim to fame, being the brother of 
Olympic decathlon star Rafer Johnson. This will be Jimmy’s 
11th NFL season; he was drafted on the first round by San 
Francisco in 1961 after being a two-way player for UCLA. As 
a rookie, he swiped five passes but his second year was spent 
on offense, where he caught 32 passes, four for touchdowns. 
In 1963 he went back to defense and has been there ever since. 
He now has a career total of 30 interceptions. 


Bruce Gossett: Dick Nolan felt his kicking game was costing 
the team victories, so before last season he traded defensive 
back Kermit Alexander to Los Angeles for placement specialist 
Bruce Gossett. The onetime free agent from the University of 
Richmond came through with a team record of 21 field goals 
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on the way to a 102-point season, fourth best in the confer- 
ence. It was his second straight 102-point year. The 571 points 
he scored during his six years with L.A. was second highest in 
Ram history. Gossett’s talented toe helped the 49ers to the 
division title, only one game ahead of his former team, the 
Rams, 


Ken Willard: Steady is the name for Ken Willard who gets his 
yardage the hard way, usually up the middle. When the 49ers 
need tough yards, the ball is handed to the former North Caro- 
lina All-America. Although this will be only his eighth season, 
around halfway through it he’ll move into the top 20 list of all- 
time NFL rushers. Last season Willard accounted for 787 
yards rushing and seven touchdowns. But Ken is a complete 
back; he grabbed 31 passes for 259 yards and three scores, too. 
He’s another first-round jackpot chosen by the 49ers in 1965; 
he’s been a regular ever since. 


Randy Beisler: After being obtained from Philadelphia in 1969 
in a trade for George Mira, Randy Beisler was used mainly as 
a backup offensive lineman. But last season the onetime Indi- 
ana defensive end played so well that he beat out Pro Bowler 
Elmer Collett for a starting guard post, Beisler’s pass blocking 
was One of the major reasons the 49er quarterbacks were 
sacked only eight times all season—an NFL record. Randy 
Was a number one draft choice of the Eagles in 1966 and the 
255-pounder went on to start at defensive tackle. Apparently 
he’s finally found his strongest position. 


Dick Witcher: Considered the clutch catcher among the 49er 
receivers, Dick Witcher always seems to come up with the ball 
when there’s a lot of traffic. The 6-3, 205-pound former UCLA 
flanker caught 22 passes last season, two of them for touch- 
downs. He has good moves and hands, but a Jack of great 
speed separates him from stardom, Dick played in the 1966 
Rose Bowl and was an eighth-round draft pick of the 49ers 
that year. He’s been a regular since 1967, and has 150 lifetinie 
catches. 
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1971 SCHEDULE 
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 


September 19 at Atlanta; 26 at New Orleans. 

October 3 at Philadelphia; 10 Los Angeles; 17 Chicago; 24 at 
St. Louis; 31 New England. 

November 7 at Minnesota; 14 New Orleans; 21 at Los Angeles; 
28 at New York Jets. 

December 6* Kansas City; 12 Atlanta; 19 Detroit. 


* Night game. 
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WASHINGTON 
REDSKINS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—2nd (NFC Eastern) 

Strengths—a superior passing game with Jurgensen throwing, good 
running inside and out, and a potentially strong defense. 

Biggest needs—a stronger pass rush and more experience behind 
runners Brown and Harraway. 


1970 finish—4th (NFC Eastern, 6—8—0) 


There’s a new regime in Washington, and in jis inaugural 
address head coach George Allen asked not; he let it be known 
that the Redskins’ “future is now.” So saying, Allen practically 
overshadowed the league’s 1971 college draft by staging a 
giant-sized trade with his former team, the L.A. Rams. Giving 
away draft choices into the 21st century, Allen wound up ac- 
quiring a quality crew of veterans he knows well—linebackers 
Myron Pottios, Jack Pardee and Maxie Baughan, defensive 
tackle Diron Talbert (said to be the key to the trade) and 
guard John Wilbur, plus running back Jeff Jordan. Throughout 
the off-season, Allen was on the constant lookout for other 
worthy additions to the roster. Young and old had an equal 
chance, so long as they could perform up to Allen’s standards. 
The new head coach even held a wide-open free agent draft of 
his own; they came in all shapes and sizes, seeking to fulfill a 
dream. 

Nothing less than a winning season will satisfy Allen—pref- 
erably topped off with a division title, or more. If Allen pulls 
it off, the happiest man on the team will undoubtedly be Sonny 
Jurgensen, who has been wasting his talent on losing teams 
throughout his career. Sonny is 37 now, and hasn’t much time 
left. But he’s still one of the most capable quarterbacks around, 
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and with a solid defense, which Allen seems close to attaining, 
Sonny could finally make it into some post-season games, A 
first-rate backup quarterback will allow Jurgy to stay stronger 
longer. That’s why the ’Skins acquired Billy Kilmer from the 
Saints during the off-season. Kilmer is an eight-year veteran 
with a career completion percentage of 53. For added insur- 
ance, Allen also traded running back Henry Dyer to Cincinnati 
for backup quarterback Sam Wyche. 

Complementing Jurgensen’s passing is a receiving corps elite 
of wide receiver Charley Taylor and tight end Jerry Smith. Be- 
tween them they caught 85 passes last year. In another surprise 
move, Allen acquired player negotiation rights to Boyd Dowler 
from Green Bay. Dowler, an 11-year veteran, was an end 
coach with the Rams last year; he’ll hold the same job with the 
*Skins, but he’s also being counted on to play. Dowler, 33, has 
caught more passes than any other active receiver in the NFC. 
The reserves are wide receiver Jon Henderson, and tight ends 
Pat Richter and Mack Alston, Cotton Speyrer of Texas, the 
Redskins’ first draft choice in 1971, is given a good chance of 
making the squad. He has excellent speed and a good reputa- 
tion for making the hard clutch catch. 

If anything were to happen to either halfback Larry Brown, 
the NFL’s top rusher in 1970, or fullback Charley Harraway, 
the ’Skins ground game could be in trouble. Aside from 32- 
year-old Tommy Mason, also acquired from L.A., the reserves 
lack experience. The holdovers from last season are Dave 
Kopay, Bob Brunet and Danny Pierce. Jordan, the ex-Ram, 
will also be available, but his prime responsibility will be on 
the special teams. The Redskins drafted only one running back 
this year—23-year-old Jesse Taylor, a 200-pounder from the 
University of Cincinnati. 

The offensive line was effective last year, both at pass block- 
ing and opening holes for Brown and Harraway. The tackles 
are Jim Snowden and Walt Rock, backed up by seven-year vet- 
eran Steve Wright and Mike Taylor, acquired from New 
Orleans. Ray Schoenke and Vince Promuto are the incumbent 
guards, and the reserves are John Wilbur, Roy Schmidt and 
second-year man Paul Laaveg. Len Hauss is back at center, 
thank goodness. When he needs a rest, Gene Hamlin will take 
over. Line rookies with a chance are sixth-round draft pick 
Conway Hayman (Delaware) and 1}th-round choice George 
Starke (Columbia). 

(Continued on page 124) 
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REDSKINS TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
81 Alston, Mack TE 6-2 230 24 2 Maryland St. 
83 Anderson, Bruce DE 6-4 250 27 6 Willamette 
41 Bass, Mike CB 6-0 190 26 4 Michigan 
Baughan, Maxie LB 6-1 230 32 11 Georgia Tech 
71 Bosch, Frank DT 6-4 246 25 4 Colorado 
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No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
4 Bragg, Mike P 5-11 186 24 4 Richmond 
Biggs, Verion DE 6-4 270 28 7 Jackson St. 
Brown, Adin 1B 64 230 25 | Williom & Mary 

43. Brown, Larry RB 5-1] 195 24 3. Kansas St, 

77 ~=Brundige, Bill DE 6-5 270 22 2 Colorado 

26 Brunet, Bob RB 6-1 205 25 3. Louisiana Tech 
Bynum, Bill QB 6-1 195 22 1 Western New 

“ Mexico 

89 Cahill, Dave DE 63 250 29 4 No. Arizona 

Christnovich, Tony G 62 237 23 1 Wisconsin St, 

(LaCrosse) 
Cross, Ed WR 6-3. 205 25 #1 Arkansas AM&N 
Davis, Ronald H. G 6-0 240 21 1 Norfolk St. 
Denton, Donald LB 6-3 232 23 1 Tampa 

86 Dowler, Boyd WR 6-5 225 33 12 Colorado 
Duncan, Speedy CB 5-10 175 29 § Jackson St, 
Fanucci, Mike DE 6-4 225 21 1 Arizona St. 

87 Fischer, Pat CB 5-9 170 31 1) Nebraska 
Foote, Mike LB 6-2 220 24 | Oregon St. 
French, William DE 6-4 250 2] 1 Western Michigan 
Germany, Willie S 6-0 195 23 1 Morgan St. 
Gordon, John David DE 6-6 259 23 J Hawaii 

52 Hamlin, Gene C 63 245 25 2 Western Michigan 

55 Hahburger, Chris LB 6-2 218 30 7 N.Caroling 

31 Harraway, Chorley RB 6-2 215 26 6 SanJoseSt. 

22 Harris, Jim CB 5-i1 173 25 2 Howard Payne 

46 Harris, Rickie Ss 5-10 182 28 7 Arizona 
Hart, William C 63 240 23 1 Southern 

Methodist 
Hatcher, Jomes E. CB 6-1 180 27 JY Kansas 

56 Hauss, Len C 62 235 29 8 Georgia 
Hayman, Conway G 63 255 21 1 Delaware 

28 Henderson, Jon WR 6-0 200 26 4 Colorado St. 
Hermeling, Terry DE 65 255 25 2 Nevada (Reno) 

85 Hoffman, John DE 6-7 260 28 3 Hawaii 

48 Jaqua, Jon S 6-0 190 23 2 Lewis & Clark 
Johnson, Mike WR 5-10 175 25 TI no ee 
Jones, Jimmie DE 215 24 3 Wichita St. 

30 Jordan, Jeff RB 6-1 215 26 2 Washington 

3 Jurgensen, Sonny QB 6-0 203 37 15 Duke 
Kalili, James LB 6-1 yl S| 1 Hawaii 
17 Kilmer, Bill QB 60 204 31 10 UCLA 
5 Knight, Curt K 6-2 190 28 3 Coast Guard Aca, 

40 Kopay, Dave RB 6-0 218 29 8 Washington 

73 Looveg, Paul G 6-4 245 22 2 itlowa 
Mack, Dave DE 6-3 220 27 1 Morgan St, 
Mackey, Tom DE 6-4 245 21 1 Tarkio 
McDole, Ron DE 6-4 288 31 9 Nebraska 

53 McLinton, Harold LB 6-2 235 24 3 Southern 

24 Malinchak, Bill WR 6-1 200 27 6 Indiana 

20 Mason, Tommy RB 6-1 195 32 11 Tulane 
Mattison, Gregory G 6-1 250 21 1 Wisconsin St. 

(LaCrosse) 
Moxfield, Earl DT 6-3 245 24 #1 Baylor 
Merritt, Roland WR 6-2 185. 25 1 Maryland 
Moore, Leon cB 6-1 190 =.26 1 Tennessee St. 
Nielsen, Richord TE 6-2 220 23 1 Weber St. 

23 Owens, Brig s 5-11 190 28 6 Cincinnati 
Pardee, Jack LB 6-2 225 35 14 Texas A&M 

19 Pierce, Danny RB 6-3 216 23 2 Memphis St. 
Pottios, Myron LB 6-2 232 32 11 #4=NotreDame 
Powell, Orson LB 6-1 228 21 1 KansasSt. 

65. Promuto, Vince G 6-1 245 33 412 Holy Cross 


124 THE NEW NFC SEASON 
Yrs. 
No, Name Pos. Hf Wt. Age Pro College 
Richter, Frank LB 6-3 230 26 4 Georgia 
88 Richter, Pat TE 6-5 230 0 9 Wisconsin 
76 Rock, Walter T 65 255 29 9 Maryland 
Ruff, Danny CB 5-10 195 21 1 Akron 
Ryezek, Danny C 63 230 22 1. Virginia 
66 Schmidt, Roy G 6-3 256.) . 22 5 Long Beach St. 
62 Schoenke, Ray G 6-4 250 30 8 SMU 
Severson, Jeff s 6-0 Tabs -22/ > TS >Galist 
(Long Beach) 
64 Sistrunk, Manuel DT 65 265 24 2 Arkansas AM&N 
Smith, Barry DE 66 250 24 1 Wagner 
87 Smith, Jerry TE 63 208 28 7 Arizona St, 
74 Snowden, Jim T 63 255 29 7 NotreDome 
Speyrer, Charles WR 6-0 171 22 1 Texas 
(Cotton) 
Starke, George T 6-5 25 23 1 Columbia 
Stendahl, Dewey K 6-1 20 23 Wisconsin St, 
(LaCrosse) 
72 Talbert, Diron OT 6-5 255. 27) 5) Texas 
42 Taylor, Charley WR 63 210 29 8 Arizona St. 
Toylor, Jesse RB 6-0 200 23 1. Cincinnati 
78 Taylor, Mike T 65 245 26 4 So. California 
67 Tillman, Russell LB 62 230 25 2 No. Arizona 
Tucker, Glenn LB 6-1 233 23 #%+1 North Texas St. 
29 Vactor, Ted cB 6-0 185 27 3 Nebraska 
16 Ward, Jim QB 6-2 200 27 3 Gettysburg 
60 Wilbur, John G 63 £251 28 6 Stanford 
Williams, Arthur LB 63 225 21 1 Arkansas AM&N 
75 Wright, Steve T 6-6 250 29 8 Alabama 
Wyche, Sam QB 64 210 26 4 Furman 


Allen has been concentrating his efforts on the defense, and 
for good reason. Last year the ‘Skins finished 12th in the NFC 
in total defense. They have to improve both their pass rush and 
defense against the run. Toward that end, Allen was going to 
switch last year’s starting tackle Bill Brundige, a 6-5, 270- 
pounder, to end, the position for which he was originally 
drafted. But then Allen acquired veteran Ron McDole from 
Buffalo, whose presence could simplify the situation. Even 
later, Verlon Biggs, who played out his option with the Jets, 
jumped to Washington. John Hoffman, Bruce Anderson and 
Dave Cahill are other ends competing for a job. Also available 
are Mike Fanucci, the Redskins’ ninth-round draft choice out 
of Arizona State, and ex-Jet Jimmie Jones, who has speed but 
has been bothered by injuries. If Brundige is kept at tackle, 
he'll team with Diron Talbert. The reserves are Manuel Sis- 
trunk and Frank Bosch. 

The linebacking situation is much improved with the addi- 
tion of Pottios, Pardee and Baughan. Holdover Chris Han- 
burger figures to continue as the starter on the right side, Pot- 
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tios will take over in the middle and Pardee will handle the 
strong side. The reserves, in addition to Baughan, are last year’s 
starters Harold McLinton and Rusty Tillman, plus Frank 
Richter. Allen drafted only one linebacker—Glen Tucker, a 
6-1, 233-pounder out of North Texas State. 

The secondary was good last year, but should be even better 
this year, Jon Jaqua, a 1970 free agent who won a starting job 
near the end of the season, displayed quickness and speed. He 
teams up with five-year veteran Brig Owens. At the corners are 
returnees Pat Fischer and Mike Bass, Rickie Harris is the back- 
up safety and Ted Vactor fills in at cornerback, along with 
second-year man Jim Harris. The ranking rookie is cornerback 
Willie Germany, a seventh-round pick out of Morgan State. 

Curt Knight handles the placekicking chores and Mike Bragg 
the punting. Bragg was the NFC’s fifth-ranking punter last 
year with a 40.9-yard average. 


GEORGE ALLEN: What do you say about a 
coach whose greatest vices are football and 
ice cream? Throw in the fact that the Rams, 
under George Allen, showed a 49-17 record 
in five seasons and you can understand why 
the Redskins outbid a couple of other teams 
for his services. And Allen came very high 
according to sources close to the club—his seven-year contract 
includes a salary of $125,000 per season, a $25,000 bonus for 
Signing, a house in suburban Washington, incentive bonuses 
of $5,000 for getting into the play-offs, $10,000 for reaching 
the conference championship, and $15,000 for getting to the 
Super Bowl. It sounds great, except that Washington hasn’t 
won a title since 1945 and only once in the last 16 years did 
it have a winning season—that one coming during the late 
Vince Lombardi’s short tenure. Allen doesn’t believe too much 
in the college draft; he’d rather trade for established players. 
At last look he had obtained seven players from the Rams 
and in all acquired 14 new players. In order not to miss a 
chance at a deal George rides around in a chauffered limousine 
equipped with a phone—also part of his contract—in order to 
facilitate making other trades. The 49-year-coach never played 
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pro ball, but was the Rams’ end coach in 1957 before going to 
the Bears, where he established a fine reputation as a defensive 
coach, He took over a Ram team which had had seven straight 
losing seasons and turned it into an instant winner (8-6 in 
1966). The Redskins are betting a lot of money George will 
lead them to a championship soon. 


Sonny Jurgensen: At 37 Sonny Jurgensen is still rated the 
premier passer in the NEL. This will be his 15th season and he 
didn’t give any indication last year that he’s slowing down— 
unless finishing second in passing to John Brodie is a sign of 
slipping. Jurgy had the best completion mark in the league, a 
59.9 percentage, and 23 of his completions went for touch- 
downs; he threw only 10 interceptions. Sonny gained 2,354 
yards passing last season, which boosted him into third place ' 
on the all-time list headed by Johnny Unitas. Jurgensen holds 
the record for all-time passing yardage total in a season— 
3,737 yards in 1967. He won the NFL passing title twice—in 
1967 and °69. The slightly pot-bellied passer knows where, 
when and when not to throw a football, and has what has 
been termed “the quickest wrist” of any passer in the history 
of the game. Does anybody remember that his real full name 
is Christian Adolph Jurgensen? Does anybody care? 


Larry Brown: “My aim at Kansas State was to make a pro 
team,” recalls Larry Brown, the Redskins’ explosive running 
back. But the 195-pound runner wasn’t chosen until the eighth 
round of the 1969 draft, and when he reported to the Red- 
skins it didn’t look as if he had a chance to make the club, 
“He can’t play for me,” declared Vince Lombardi. “He can’t 
catch the ball.” Brown refused to take no for an answer and 
worked on the deficiency, “Mr. Lombardi spotted that 1 wasn’t 
concentrating on catching the ball and the fact that I felt all 
a back had to do was run.” So Larry went to work, and in 
his rookie year caught 34 of 38 passes thrown to him for 302 
yards to go with 888 yards rushing. He was even better last 
season, though, leading the NFL in rushing with 1,125 yards 
for five touchdowns, one a 75-yarder. He also showed he 
hadn't forgotten how to catch, grabbing 37 for 341 yards and 
a pair of TDs. Brown is a compact man with outstanding 
balance—he’s hard to knock off his feet. Once in the open, he 
demonstrates fine speed. Larry’s greatest asset is that he’s 
hitting as hard late in the game as at the start. 
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Charley Taylor: If he can stay away from injuries, Charley 
Taylor probably could be the best receiver in the league. 
Charley has the speed and great moves necessary to break into 
the clear. A fine running back when the Redskins made him 
their number one draft pick in 1964, Charley did double duty 
for Washington until the middle of the 1966 season, when 
he became strictly a pass catcher. It was quite a gamble be- 
cause, as a rookie, Taylor ran for 755 yards in addition to 
catching 53 passes for 805 yards—all of which earned him 
Rookie of the Year honors, But in the year of the big change 
Taylor topped the league in catches with 72 receptions for 
1,119 yards, and repeated in 1967 with 70 catches, Even while 
being sidelined for four games last season the 6-3, 210-pounder 
caught 42 passes, eight for touchdowns. Giyen a full season, 
look for him to be among the top three receivers around. 


Diron Talbert: He weighs 255 pounds, stands 6-4, and is very 
strong and very fast. Those are four good reasons why George 
Allen obtained defensive tackle Diron Talbert in the big off- 
season trade with the Rams, In addition to a lot of talent, 
which could allow him to blossom into an All-Pro player, the 
long-haired, mustached Talbert brought a lot of confidence 
with him across the country. “We're going to have a winning 
team and I can help as a leader,” said the four-year veteran. 
Now out of the shadow of Merlin Olsen and Deacon Jones, 
the 27-year-old Talbert, a former Texas star, should make it 
big. He reacts quickly, handling blocks coming from all 
directions, 


Len Hauss: If you want to know how proficient Len Hauss has 
become at playing center, just check the Pro Bowl roster for 
the last-four years. In other words, Len has been an All-Star 
four out of his seven years in the pros. A ninth-round draft 
choice in 1963, out of the University of Georgia, Len staked 
a claim to his job halfway through his rookie season and shows 
no signs of relinquishing his hold on it. A 6-2, 235-pounder, 
Hauss is rated a solid blocker, especially against the pass 
rush. 


Chris Hanburger: Almost overlooked in the 1964 draft—Wash- 
ington finally tagged him on the eighteenth round—Chris 
Hanburger will probably be the only holdover linebacker on 
the club. Only 218 pounds, the North Carolina product has 
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fine speed which enables him to cover the fleetest receivers. 
Despite his lack of muscle, Chris is a vicious tackler who has 
forced many fumbles in his seven-year career. In 1969 he 
picked up a Dallas fumble and went 19 yards for a touch- 
down. Although he’s 30, Chris looks to be the youngest line- 
backer on the club. 


Myron Pottios: Another Ram refugee, Myron Pottios is slated 
to handle the ‘Skins’ middle linebacking chores, The Redskins 
will be Pottios’ third club since he became the Steelers’ second- 
round draft pick in 1961. He was traded to L.A. in 66 and, 
except for his first season, Myron was a regular with the Rams. 
The 32-year-old veteran is a strong tackler who doesn’t have 
many problems defending against backs coming out for passes. 
Optimistic about the future, Pottios says of the Redskins, “We 
have a good shot at the title.” 


Jack Pardee: Any time 35-year-old Jack Pardee thinks about 
retiring, George Allen talks him out of it. Pardee retired back 
in 1964 to be an assistant coach at his alma mater, Texas 
A&M, but was lured back to the pro game by Allen in 1966, 
the coach’s first season in L.A. A 13-year veteran, Pardee is 
an excellent outside linebacker, especially effective against the 
pass. Allen claims that Pardee is “in better shape than 23- 
year-olds.” Proof of that point is that the 6-2, 225-pounder 
hasn't missed a game in five years. 


Pat Fischer: Although he’s only 5-9 and 170 pounds, Pat 
Fischer is a rugged cornerback who was bumping and running 
long before it became the fashion. A seven-year starter for 
the Cardinals before playing out his option and signing with 
Washington in ’65, Fischer now has a career total of 35 inter- 
ceptions—he came up with two last season. At 31, he’s starting 
his 11th pro season. During his college days at Nebraska, Pat 
Was a quarterback and halfback—and one of four brothers 
who played for the school. 


Jerry Smith: A lightweight among blocking ends, Jerry Smith, 
who tips the scale at only 208, is nevertheless a good blocker. 
But what he does best is catch passes, and since he was orig- 
inally a wide receiver, he has the speed to go all the way. Smith 
caught nine touchdown passes last season, and in six seasons 
with the Redskins has a total of 44 scores. A ninth-round draft 
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choice out of Arizona in 1965, Jerry became a regular by the 
middle of his rookie year and hasn’t been out of the lineup 
since, He led the club with 43 catches in 1970 to give him 
281 lifetime total. Only 28, Jerry has the potential to be one 
of the top 10 receivers before he winds up his career. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


September 19 at St. Louis; 26 at New York Giants. 

October 3 at Dallas; 10 Houston; 17 St. Louis; 24 at Kansas 
City;.31 New Orleans. 

November 7 Philadelphia; 14 at Chicago; 21 Dallas; 28 at 
Philadelphia. 

December 5 New York Giants; 13* at Los Angeles; 19 Cleve- 
land. 


* Night game, 


PART TWO 


THE NEW AFC SEASON 


It looks as if the greatest excitement will occur in the AFC 
this season, with youth prevailing over the older, established 
teams. In the East the Jets should put up a strong fight, but the 
Miami Dolphins now have the spirit and confidence winners 
must possess—and a good, solid team as well. Baltimore is too 
risky because of the uncertainty surrounding John Unitas. The 
Buffalo Bills are readier than the Patriots to pull some upsets 
this year, but will still be out of the race. 

The defending Central Division champion Bengals also know 
the winning feeling and are ready to do it again—especially if 
quarterback Greg Cook picks up where he left off in 1969. 
Pittsburgh should provide stronger opposition this year, but not 
enough, and Cleveland could be out of the race even earlier 
than it was last year. The Houston Oilers? Maybe next year, 
when the young Oiler quarterbacks mature. 

Because the Oakland Raiders will face an easier schedule 
than the Kansas City Chiefs, we'll go along with the reigning 
Western Division champions to do it again. San Diego appears 
headed for another third-place finish, and Denver has im- 
proved, but not that much. 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Final Standing—1971 Forecast 


EASTERN DIVISION CENTRAL DIVISION WESTERN DIVISION 


Miami Dolphins Cincinnati Bengals Oakland Raiders 
New York Jets Pittsburgh Steelers Kansas City Chiefs 
Baltimore Colts Cleveland Browns San Diego Chargers 
Buffalo Bills Houston Oilers Denver Broncos 
New England Patriots , 
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BALTIMORE 
COLTS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—3rd (AFC Eastern) 

Strengths—Jefferson and Hinton receiving, a bruising defensive 
line sparked by Smith, tough pass coverage by safeties Logan 
and Volk, and MLB Curtis all over the field. 

Biggest needs—at least one more solid year out of Unitas and 
Matte, and quick development for rookies McCauley and 
Douglas. 

1970 finish—Jst (AFC Eastern, 11—2—1) 


The Baltimore Colts have a special team membership at the 
Towson YMCA, a great place for athletes to work out and 
stay in condition during the off-season. But last April general 
manager Don Klosterman was wondering whether the Colts 
could relinquish the membership without hurting the YMCA’s 
feelings. It was at the Towson gym that star quarterback 
John Unitas ruptured his right Achilles’ tendon while play- 
ing paddle tennis with running back Tom Matte. At about 
the same time, versatile Sam Havrilak, counted on to be at 
least the Colts’ number three quarterback this year, spree 
his ankle while playing basketball at the Towson Y and 
wound up on crutches. 

In a matter of days the future of the World Champion 
Colts was in doubt. If Unitas can’t make it back—and 
Achilles’ injuries have ruined the careers of younger men— 
then the burden will fall on 37-year-old Earl Morrall. “I don’t 
care how old a player is as long as he does the job on the 
field,” said head coach Don McCafferty. Sure, but just in 
case the two “old men” don’t come through, Havrilak will be 

(Continued on page 134) 
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No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Andrews, John TE 6-3 225 22 1 Indiana 
Atessis, Bill ieee 240 2) 1 Texas 

65 Bailey, Jim DT 6-4 245 22 2 Kansas 


73 ~Ball, Sam T 6-4 240 27 46 Kentucky 
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Yrs. 
Wt. Age Pro 


No. Name Pos, Ht. College 
Beutler, Tom LB 6-0% 232 24 2 Toledo 
Bogan, Willie DB 64 208 21 1 Dartmouth 
Bowdell, Gordon WR 6-2 203 22 #41 = Michigan St. 

36 Bulaich, Norm RB 6-1 218 24 2 TCU 
Burnett, Bill RB 6-0 188 22 J Arkansas 
Cooper, Louis DT 6-5 267 23 1 Doane 

50 Curry, Bill C 62 235 28 7 Georgia Tech 

32 Curtis, Mike LB 6-2 232 27 7 Duke 

25 Curtis, Tom s 6-1 196 23 2 Michigan 
Douglas, Karl QB 6-1 200 21 1 Texas A&l 

35 Duncan, Jim CB 6-2 200 25 3 Maryland St. 
Dunlap, Leonard DB 6-1 195 29 1 North Texas St, 
Frith, Ken DT 6-4 252 21 1 N.E, Louisiana 
Ganas, Rusty DT 6-4 257 21 1 South Carolina 

30 Gardin, Ron CB 5-11 180 26 2 Arizona 

53 Goode, Tom Cc 6-3 245 32 10 # Mississippi St. 

51 Grant, Bob LB 6-2 225 24 #4 Wake Forest 
Hall, George G 6-1 225: .2t 1 VPI 
Harrington, Rich DB 6-1 186 21 1 Houston 

17 Havrilak, Sam RB 6-2 195 23 3 Bucknell 

83 Hendricks, Ted LB 6-7 215. 23 3) Miami 

45 Hill, Jerry RB 5-11 217 31 #11 Wyoming 

85 Hilton, Roy DE 6-6 240 28 7 Jackson St. 

33 Hinton, Ed WR 6-0 200 24 3 Oklahoma 
Hogan, Mike LEB. w-6-3) 4220) “23 1 Michigan St. 

87 Jefferson, Roy WR 6-2 195 27 7 Utah 

61 Johnson, Cornelius G 6-2 245 28 4 = Virginia Union 
Jones, Dave LB 6-4 218 213 1 Baylor 
Kern, Rex DB- 5-11 190 21 1 Ohio St. 

QB 
Larson, Lynn OT 6-4 254 23 1 Kansas St. 

49 Lee, David K 64 230 27 6 Louisiana Tech 

20. Logan, Jerry Ss 6-1 190 30 9 W. Texas St. 

88 Mackey, John TE 6-2 224 29 9 Syracuse 

40 Maitland, Jack RB 6-1 210 22 2 Williams 
Maliska, Paul DB 6-1 190 23 1 Florida 

41 Matte, Tom RB 6-0 214 32 11 Ohio Stote 

42 Maxwell, Tom CB 6-2 195 24 3 Texas A&M 

56 May, Ray LB 6-1 230 26 5 So. California 
McCauley, Don RB 6-1 207 wee 1 North Carolina 
McCullers, Dale LB 6-1 215 24 3 Florida St. 
Mikolayunas, Mike RB 6-1 200 21 1 Davidson 

76 Miller, Fred DT 6-3 250 x | oc x 

84 Mitchell, Tom TE 6-2 215 27 5 Bucknell 

15 Morrall, Earl QB 6-2 206 37 16 Michigan St. 

68 Nelson, Dennis 47. 6-5 260 25 2 Iilinois St. 
Neville, Tom LB 6-3 225 22 1 Yale 

81 Newsome, Billy DE 6-4 240 22 2 Grambling 
Nottingham, Don RB 5-10 210 21 1 Kent St. 

34 Nowatzke, Tom RB 6-3 230 27 4«6 Indiana 

52 Nichols, Robbie LB 63 220 25 2 Tulsa 

80 O'Brien, Jim aire 6-0 195 23 2 Cincinnati 

R 
Pederson, Dan WR 6-0 175 = 21 1 Florida St. 

27 Perkins, Ray WR 6-0 183. 29 %§5 Alabama 

62 Ressler, Glenn G 63 250 28 7 Penn St. 
Rohrbaugh, Bob OT 6-3 265 21 1 Bucknell 

78 Smith, Bubba DE 6-7 295 26 5 Michigan St, 

47 Stukes, Charlie CB 6-3 212 27 #£4& Louisiane Tech 

71 Sullivan, Dan G 6-3 250 31 10 Baston Col. 
Triplett, Bill WR 6-1 185 21 1 Michigan St. 

19 Unitas, John QB 6-1 196 38 16 Louisville 

72 Vogel, Bob i 6-5 250 29 9 Ohio St. 

21° Volk, Rick $ 6-3 195 26 5 Michigan 
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Yrs. 
No. Name Pos, Ht. Wf. Age Pro College 
75 Williams, John G 63 256 25 4 Minnesota 
60 Wright, George DT 6-3 260 23 2 Sam Houston 
Wuensch, Bobby es 230 22 1 Texas 


getting a good long look during training camp. The running 
back/receiver/defensiye back missed a scheduled tryout as a 
quarterback last year because of the players’ strike. Looking 
to the future—which is already upon them—the Colts drafted 
Karl Douglas of Texas A&I on the third round last January. 
He’s a dropback passer and a dangerous runner, and he'll be 
trying to become the first successful black quarterback in the 
NEL. 

Of course, if the Colts could survive last season without 
Tom Matte running, then maybe they'll do all right without 
Unitas, or with a sub-par Unitas, passing. Matte injured his 
knee in the opening game of the *70 season and underwent 
knee surgery. He missed the entire campaign. Always hopeful, 
the Colts still list the 32-year-old halfback as a starter. His 
running mate will be second-year man Norm Bulaich, who led 
the club in rushing with 426 yards. Bulaich shifted back and 
fourth between halfback and fullback last year, but should 
settle down at fullback in ’71. The reserves behind Bulaich 
are Tom Nowatzke, a Super Bowl starter, and veteran Jerry 
Hill. Jack Maitland is the backup halfback. The rookie getting 
the longest look is first-round draft choice Don McCauley of 
North Carolina, a 208-pound back whom McCafferty com- 
pares to a young Matte. McCauley has excellent balance and 
power—and enough speed. 

John Mackey and Tom Mitchell are reliable tight ends, to 
say the least; they’re often used in a double tight end forma- 
tion. They combined for 48 receptions last year and are both 
powerful blockers. Fifth-round draft choice John Andrews 
(Indiana) will keep them from relaxing. The Colts have an 
enviable group of wide receivers, headed by Roy Jefferson and 
Eddie Hinton. The top reserves are Ray Perkins and, in a 
pinch, placekicker/receiver Jim O’Brien. 

If Unitas does make it back, the offensive line will be even 
more conscious of protecting their prize quarterback than ever 
before. Baltimore quarterbacks were dropped 33 times last 
year, and that mark will have to be improved. The tackles are 
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Bob Vogel and Dan Sullivan, the guards Glenn Ressler and 
John Williams, and Bill Curry is at center, All are seasoned 
players. For depth there are guard Corny Johnson, tackle Sam 
Ball, center Tom Goode and a slew of rookies. 

Billy Ray Smith, who has retired after 12 seasons, is the 
man responsible for accidentally breaking Joe Namath’s wrist 
last year—but more important, Smith was an exceptional de- 
fensive tackle. Second-year man Jim Bailey will try to fill the 
void left by Billy Ray’s departure; Bailey looked good when 
he played last year, but missed the final three games because 
of knee surgery. The Colts claim he is fully recovered. Fred 
Miller is a reliable right tackle, but he also underwent knee 
surgery and probably won’t be ready to play until late in the 
pre-season. Reserve defensive end Billy Newsome, second-year 
man George Wright or rookie Bill Atessis of Texas will fill in 
for Miller until he reclaims his job. Roy Hilton has a firm 
grip on the right end job after losing it temporarily to New- 
some early last season. “That kid may drive me to the Pro 
Bowl,” said Hilton, referring to Newsome’s performance in his 
place. The left end is well manned by big Bubba Smith, who 
is coming off his finest season. 

Linebacking? Start with aggressive Mike Curtis, who has 
adapted to the middle linebacking job as if he had been raised 
there. Ray May, who can also play the middle, and Ted 
Hendricks are on the flanks. The reserves are Bob Grant, sec- 
ond-year man Robbie Nichols and Tom Beutler, acquired from 
the Cleveland Browns. Top draftees are Dave Jones (Baylor), 
Tom Neville (Yale) and Mike Hogan (Michigan State). 

Jerry Logan and Rick Volk are outstanding safeties. But 
cornerbacks Charlie Stukes and Jim Duncan aren’t in the same 
league—yet. It has been said that the Colts’ zone defense 
makes it difficult to catch the cornerbacks making mistakes, 
but they are making them. The reserve cornerbacks are Ron 
Gardin, who may get a trial as a wide receiver, Tom Maxwell, 
who lost his job to Duncan last year, and second-round draft 
choice Leonard Dunlap (North Texas State), who is said to 
have top speed and the ability to play bump and run. Tom 
Curtis is the number one reserve behind Logan and Volk and 
rookies Rex Kern, the quarterback from Ohio State, and Rich 
Harrington, a 6-1, 186-pounder from Houston, will be looking 
for work there, too. Kern was an exceptional defensive: back 
in high school. 

Placekicker Jim O'Brien is a hero in Baltimore because his 
last-second field goal won the Super Bowl. The Colts wouldn't 
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dare replace him—not that he needs replacing. Jim can im- 
prove his performance this year, however. Last season O’Brien 
kicked 19 of 34 field goals but missed two extra points. The 
punting is handled by David Lee; he ranked fourth in the AFC 
with a 44.7-yard average. 


DON McCAFFERTY: The longer assistant 
coaches hang around one team, the more apt 
they are to be unnoticed, It’s a rule of thumb 
used by many assistants who hop from job 
to job if they find they aren’t moving upward 
to a head coaching job. But 49-year-old Don 
: McCafferty stuck it out for 21 years as an as- 
sistant, splitting his career almost evenly between Kent State 
University and the Baltimore Colts. Then, in 1970, he was 
named head coach of the Colts when Don Shula left to coach 
the Dolphins. Some people pooh-pooh the job McCafferty has 
done, saying he inherited a team stacked with talent, but in his 
quiet way Don deserves a full share of the laurels for the Super 
Bowl triumph last season. He cool-headedly got the most out 
of a team that finished 8—-S—1 the year before. He got a fine 
year out of rookie Norm Bulaich, and under his guidance 
Bubba Smith and Eddie Hinton blossomed at important posi- 
tions for the revived Colts. Even the old-timers responded to 
his way of doing things. “He's honest and fair with every- 
body,” said John Unitas. “He moves players around to their 
best advantage and gets the best out of them.” “Mac” was 
tough at times, too, but mostly in the form of a penetrating 
stare. He knows he is not great copy, but he explains his rela- 
tive anonymity this way: “Everybody says I never have any- 
thing to say. I guess that’s because nobody ever asks me 
anything.” A 6-5 man who once played end for Paul Brown 
at Ohio State, McCafferty says he’s an advocate of the “Paul 
Brown System.” But Don rarely sends in a messenger with a 
play. Maybe he means the Brown system of winning. 


John Unitas: A quarterback with an armload of pro football 
records, Johnny U. is beginning to fade away. He’s got a full 
body of troubles. Tendonitis of the elbow has affected his pass- 
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ing, particularly his ability to throw long, but Unitas has not 
let the defect end his career. He gets by with guile and the 
shorter pass. He’s had torn knee cartilage, broken ribs and 
punctured lungs to contend with in the past. Now he’s got a 
new problem. In a strange accident in a gym last spring, Johnny 
U. ruptured his Achilles’ tendon. This injury heals slowly, es- 
pecially when an athlete is older—and John is 38. But the 
Colts have tied themselyes to a three-year, $100,000-a-season 
pact, so they keep telling themselves that he’ll be back. Don’t 
count Unitas out. Last season he ranked only 15th among the 
pro passers, but somehow got the Colts down the trail to the 
Super Bowl. Number 19 was his same bold self, waving off 
plays from the bench if he felt his reading of the defense was 
better than his coaches’. If he never plays another game, 
Unitas will probably go down as the best pro quarterback of 
them all. 


Mike Curtis: The successful transition of Mike Curtis from out- 
side linebacker to middle linebacker, which began in 1969 but 
really bore fruit last year, had a lot to do with turning the 
Colts into winners. Switching positions was quite a sacrifice for 
Curtis, a young man in his prime who had made All-Pro as a 
sirong-side linebacker. But Curtis didn’t complain, and now 
he’s on the threshold of making All-Pro at the more difficult 
MLB job. At one point in 1970, he intercepted passes in five 
straight games. He made the key play in the Super Bowl, too, 
when he picked off Craig Morton’s deflected pass in the final 
seconds and returned it 13 yards, enabling Jim O’Brien to kick 
the winning field goal. If Curtis roared down the sideline like a 
fullback on that return, it should have been no surprise. He 
played fullback at Duke before the Colts drafted him as a line- 
backer. 


Eddie Hinton: The Colts had Eddie Hinton figured all wrong. 
They never thought their second-year flanker would tear loose 
last season. But he did—47 catches to tie for second in the 
conference. Furthermore, he was at his best in the post-season 
playoff series. Hinton had a 53-yard reception that clinched the 
Cincinnati game, five catches for 115 yards to destroy Oakland, 
and two catches for 51 yards in the Super Bowl. In addition, 
he scored twice during the regular season on end-arounds. As 
a college senior at Oklahoma, Hinton had snared 60 passes for a 
Sooner team that didn't pass often or well, but he made only 
13 receptions as a pro rookie. Don McCafferty stated flatly, 
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“Eddie was not in our plans for the 1970 season at the start.” 
Then a series of trades and slumps and aging veterans and in- 
juries vaulted him into a starting role. Eddie is big and fast and 
has it all. 


Earl Morrall: The football life of Earl Morrall (as in “moral”) 
provides a moral for football players who’ve been kicked 
around, Barl played for San Francisco, Pittsburgh, Detroit and 
the New York Giants for a dozen years after his All-America 
career at Michigan State. At each stopover he had moderate 
success, but also heard his share of boos. Morrall happens to 
bea streak passer who can murder anyone when he’s on target. 
But when he’s off, he looks awful. In 1968, the Colts picked 
him up as insurance-when John Unitas’ tendonitis began acting 
up. Morrall stayed hot for the whole season, completing 57 
percent of his passes for 26 TDs. He became the NFL’s Most 
Valuable Player at age 34. Though he went sour in the Super 
Bowl as the Jets upset the Colts, and stayed that way for most 
of the 1969 season, Earl got into his good groove again in 
1970. He filled in for Unitas, throwing nine TD passes out of 
only 93 pass attempts. He’ll be pinch-hitting for the defending 
world champs in ’71 if Unitas’ heel doesn’t fully heal. 


Bubba Smith: When you are as young and talented as Charles 
(“Kill, Bubba, Kill”) Smith, you don’t fret about making the 
team. You worry about making All-Pro. Bubba took the long 
way around, but he got there last season. As a rookie in 1968, 
he was almost 300 pounds of dynamite, crashing into quarter- 
backs from his defensive end position. As a second-year man, 
he seemed to lack the spark to ignite the dynamite, Sometimes 
he was good, sometimes he was mediocre. In his own mind, he 
Was worse than mediocre; he was horrid—and refused to go 
home to Beaumont, Texas to face his friends and family (foot- 
ball fanatics all) in the off-season. Bubba pared off excess 
weight and reported at 268 pounds in 1970, with the usual 
goal of making All-Pro. Quicker and meaner, he was every- 
thing anyone predicted for him. The outspoken Smith blamed 
some of his past problems on departed coach Don Shula and 
heaped the credit on his defensive coach John Sandusky. 
Whatever the causes of his past ups and downs, the Colts figure 
they have an Ali-Pro for years to come. 

P.S. Bubba went home after the last Super Bowl! 
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Jim O’Brien: It is a little-known fact that Jim O’Brien, the man 
who started the 1970 football season by kicking off in the Col- 
lege Coaches All-America game in June was also the man who 
finished it for all practical purposes with the winning field 
goal in the Super Bowl. In between, O’Brien was pretty good, 
too, Though he blew a couple of extra points in the regular 
season and had one blocked in the Super Bowl, he got the 
Colts on the scoreboard often. In one game against Philadel- 
phia, he kicked three field goals from 44 to 47 yards. In all, 
he made good on 19 of 34 field goal attempts, plus a 44-yarder 
against Cincinnati in the play-offs, two against Oakland for 
the AFC championship, and the big one against Dallas with 
five seconds to play in the Super Bowl. Except among Balti- 
more followers, O’Brien went pretty much unnoticed until his 
instant fame in the final game. But the Colts consider him 
valuable property. They like his placekicking and they know 
he can play wide receiver if need be. A third-round draft 
choice, O’Brien teamed with Greg Cook at Cincinnati Univer- 
sity and set most of the school’s receiving records, including 
one for an average of 22 yards per catch. His only reception 
for the Colts last season gained 28 yards. 


Jerry Logan: Coach Don McCafferty calls Jerry Logan “the 
dean of our secondary,” a tag earned by Jerry after eight sea- 
sons of batting down enemy passes, Logan made the starting 
lineup late in his rookie season (1963) and has made 26 in- 
terceptions since, including six to lead the team last year. That 
matched his previous season high. Considering that he was 
coming off knee surgery, the Colts felt they got a bonus season 
out of him. Jerry took two of his 1970 interceptions back for 
TDs—against the Eagles and New York Jets. A man who likes 
to romp in the open field, he once led the nation’s collegians 
in scoring with 110 points for West Texas State. 


Roy Jefferson: One of the finest pass-catchers in the game, Roy 
Jefferson was getting a “troublemaker” reputation in Pitts- 
burgh, so the Steelers let him go. The Colts picked him up in 
exchange for Willie Richardson, another wide receiver who 
had never lived up to his promise. With Baltimore, Jefferson 
continued to be a troublemaker—but only to opposing teams. 
He caught 44 passes for big yardage (16.8-yard average) and 
seven TDs in the regular season and averaged 11.7 more yards 
on four end-around plays. He caught the game-breaker against 
Cincinnati in the division play-off when he snared a pass and 
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went 55 yards in the opening period. But he was tough near 
the goal line, too, catching three passes for TDs of seven yards 
or less. “The Steelers told me I’d never reach my potential,” 
Jefferson said as last season neared its end. “But I feel I’m 
still improving.” In six seasons, he’s caught 243 passes. In the 
past three seasons, he’s averaged over 50. Now if he only 
reaches his potential. . . 


Bill Curry: Like most centers, Bill Curry is a forgotten man on 
the field. But middle linebackers, those big-reputation guys like 
Dick Butkus and Ray Nitschke, know all about Curry. “He 
anchors our front line,” says Don McCafferty. Curry is rated 
just about the best offensive lineman on the club, or at least 
on a par with All-Pro tackle Bob Vogel, who’s aging a bit. 
The Colts got Bill from New Orleans in 1967 after the Saints 
acquired him from Green Bay in the expansion draft. Curry 
had been only a 20th-round choice of the Packers after playing 
college ball at Georgia Tech—“too light” was the rap against 
him—but he made it to the Super Bowl with Green Bay. He 
was to be a linebacker with the Colts, but injuries held him 
back. Instead, he’s a standout center and a man with the rare 
distinction of playing for two different Super Bowl winners. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
BALTIMORE COLTS 


September 19 New York Jets; 26 Cleveland, 

October 3 at New. England; 10 at Buffalo; 17 at New York 
Giants; 25* at Minnesota; 31 Pittsburgh. 

November 8* Los Angeles; 14 at New York Jets; 21 Miami; 
28 at Oakland. 

December 5 Buffalo; i1 at Miami; 19 New England. 


* Night game. 
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BUFFALO 
BILLS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—4th (AFC Eastern) 

Strengths—a strong air game with Shaw passing, Briscoe and 
Moses receiving, excellent linebacking and a dependable sec- 
ondary. 

Biggest needs—complete comebacks by Simpson, Patrick and 
Stratton, and improved pass protection. 

1970 finish—4th (AFC Eastern, 3—10-—1) 


It looks as if the Buffalo Bills will be getting a new stadium 
in Buffalo and may not have to move to Seattle after all. By 
the time the new playing field is ready, maybe the Bills’ 
promising youngsters will have jelled into a contending team. 
As far as the Bills are concerned, there is no place to go but 
up. They probably would have won more than three games 
even last year if not for serious injuries which tore the team 
apart. 

Number one on the comeback list is halfback O. J. Simpson, 
who will be entering his third pro season and still has to live 
up to expectations. Simpson looked to be on his way last year 
until he injured his knee on November 8; he avoided surgery 
but missed the remainder of the season. It wasn’t only Simp- 
son’s loss, however, which destroyed the Bills’ ground game. 
Wayne Patrick, slated to be the starting fullback this year, 
and substitutes Max Anderson and Greg Jones were also hit 
by injuries which kept them from playing anywhere from five 
games to the entire season. Jones and Anderson are the re- 
serves behind Simpson, and Roland Moss, acquired from San 
Diego last year, should add depth at halfback. Patrick is ex- 
pected to meet strong competition from third-round draft 

(Continued on page 144) 
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Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
45 Alexander, Glenn WR 6-3 205 24 2 Grambling 
21 Allen, Jackie CB 6-1 187 24 2 = Baylor 
22 Anderson, Max RB 5-8 180 26 4 Arizona St. 
56 Andrews, Al LB 6-3 216 26 2 New Mexico St. 
Beamer, Tim DB 5-11 185 23 1 J. C. Smith 
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No, 


Nome 


Braxton, Jim 
Briscoe, Marlin 
Browder, Andy 
Byrd, Butch 
Carr, Levert 
Chapple, Dave 
Chandler, Bob 
Chandler, Edgar 
Cheek, Richard 
Cole, Charles 
Collins, Jerald 
Costa, Paul 
Cowlings, Al 
Cunningham, Dick 
Darragh, Dan 
Denney, Autsin 
Dunaway, Jim 
Fowler, Wayne 
Gantt, Jerome 
Glosson, Clyde 
Grate, Willie 
Green, Don 
Guidry, Paul 
Guthrie, Grant 
Harris, Jim 
Harvey, Waddey 
Hill, Ike 

Hill, J.D. 

Hoots, Jim 
Hunter, Billy 
James, Robert 
Jarvis, Bruce 
Jeffries, Romus 
Jones, Greg 
Kindig, Howard 
Laster, Art 
Maguire, Paul 
Marchlewski, Frank 
McBath, Mike 
McCaffrey, Mike 
McKinley, Bill 


Morrison, Pat 
Moses, Haven 
Moss, Roland 
Murphy, Bill 
Nunamaker, Julian 
O'Donneli, Joe 
Parris, Stan 
Pate, Lloyd 
Patrick, Wayne 
Pharr, Tommy 
Pitts, John 
Reilly, Jim 
Richardson, Pete 
Ross, Lewis 
Schroder, Stefan 
Sheffield, Jim 
Shaw, Dennis 
Simpson, OJ. 
Stratton, Mike 
Strickland, Bob 
Tatarek, Bob 


Yrs. 
Wt. Age Pro 


1 


—NENONUN R= We ——NWUNDWONNUNEANNIW—-N Ao wo ow 
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College 
West Virginia 


Boston U. 
North Central St. 
usc 


USC 

Georgia 

Auburn 

Toledo 

Western Michigan 
Notre Dame 

usc 

Arkansas 

William & Mary 
Tennessee. 
Mississippi 
Richmond 

N. Carolina Central 
Texas-El Paso 
South Carolina St. 
Purdue 

McNeese St. 
Florida St. 
Grambling 
Virginia Tech 
Catawba 

Arizona St. 
Missouri Southern 
Utoh 

Fisk 

Washington 
Livingston 

UCLA 


Los Angeles St, 
Maryland St, 
Citadel 
Minnesota 
Penn St. 
California 
Arizona 


Arkansas 

San Diego St, 
Toledo 
Norfolk St. 
Tenn.-Martin 
Michigan 
Henderson St. 
Cincinnati 
Louisville 
Mississippi St, 
Arizona St, 
Notre Dame 
Dayton 

S. Carolina St. 
Pacific 

Texas A&M 
Son Diego St, 
usc 


Tennessee 
Auburn 
Miami 
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No. Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age yin College 
Underwood, Busty QB- 63 216 ~24 +=‘ Texas Christian 
Walls, Tyrone TES 62 214 23 1 Missouri 
White, Jan Te 62 216 22 J Ohio St. 

Wyatt, Alvin CB 5-10 185 24 1 Bethune Cookman 


choice Jim Braxton of West Virginia, also a good placekicker. 
The reserve fullback is second-year man Lloyd Pate, who 
filled in for Patrick last year. 

If the running game hadn’t been destroyed, then Buffalo’s 
passing game might have been more dangerous in 1970. 
Rookie of the Year Dennis Shaw emerged as a fine pro quar- 
terback and a team leader. There’s depth with Jim Harris and 
Dan Darragh available. Harris is a strong-armed youngster 
who filled in for Shaw late in the year. The rookie is Busty 
Underwood, a 6-3, 216-pounder from Texas Christian. 

Complementing Shaw last year, and maybe helping him 
look extra good in his rookie season, were two-exceptional pass 
catchers—Marlin Briscoe and Haven Moses. They stayed 
healthy last year and, therefore, rookies Glenn Alexander and 
Clyde Glosson didn’t see much action. Added strength this 
season should come from Ike Hill, who is moving from corner- 
back to offense, where he starred in college. But, hopefully, 
the big threat will come from number one draft choice J. D. 
Hill of Arizona State, who has frightening speed and excel- 
lent reflexes. He could break open some games on kickoff and 
punt returns, too. As great a prospect as Hill is, where is he 
going to play? Ahead of Moses or Briscoe? Unlikely. 

With good speed from the wide receivers, it really doesn’t 
matter much that tight end Austin Denney isn’t a deep threat; 
acquired from Chicago last year, Denney, a second-year pro, 
is developing into a good blocker and short-yardage receiver. 
He'll defend his starting job against Willie Grate, who saw 
limited action last year. However, the biggest challenge could 
come from second-round draft choice Jan White, a crusher 
at Ohio State. White has great speed for a big man. 

Last year’s line was not outstanding on pass protection— 
the Bills’ quarterbacks were sacked 53 times. Going into train- 
ing camp, only right tackle Paul Costa seems to be a shoo-in 
for a starting job. Howard Kindig, the starting left tackle last 
season, will meet competition from Art Laster, who showed 
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potential as a rookie, and ilth-round draft choice Andy 
Browder, a 6-4, 255~pounder from Texas A&L Offensive cap- 
tain Joe O’Donnell will be challenged at right guard by Jerome 
Gantt, a second-year man, and left guards Rich Cheek and 
Jim Reilly will continue their battle for the starting berth they 
shared as rookies last year. Center Frank Marchlewski will be 
challenged by young Wayne Fowler and rookie Bruce Jarvis. 
Fowler and Jarvis are bigger, but Marchlewski is a veteran 
pro. 

Defensively, linebacking is the Bills’ strength. Edgar Chan- 
dler moved into the middle linebacking job last year and per- 
formed well. Mike Stratton, entering his ninth pro season, 
missed six games because of an injury, but is expected ta be 
fully recovered this year. Paul Guidry, beginning his fourth 
season as the strong-side linebacker, shows improvement each 
year. The reserves are Al Andrews, who replaced Stratton 
last season until he was injured, too, J. C. Collins, who didn’t 
play much in *70, Dick Cunningham, the backup MLB, and 
Mike McCaffrey, who filled in at right linebacker last year, 
but is more comfortable behind Guidry on the left. The rookies 
are Bob Strickland and Bill McKinley. 

The secondary appears set with cornerbacks Butch Byrd 
and Robert James and safeties Pete Richardson and John 
Pitts. Byrd will be backed by Alvin Wyatt at right corner 
(Wyatt came to Buffalo from Oakland in a trade for Bill 
Enyart). James, who will face a challenge from rookie Tim 
Beamer, is a hard hitter with good speed who worked his way 
up to a starting berth after signing with Buffalo as a free 
agent, Second-string right safety Jackie Allen will be a strong 
contender for a job; he filled in at both corner and safety last 
year. 

In what is said by the players to be a continuing purge of 
veterans, left defensive end Ron McDole was traded to the 
swap-happy Washington Redskins in May. However, in a 
training camp battle for the job, Al Cowlings probably would 
have come out on top anyway. Last year Cowlings played on 
the right side, and the 6-5, 258-pound rookie was the Bills’ 
strongest pass rusher. The right end job will go to either vet- 
eran Mike McBath, who held the job in ’69, or to Louis Ross 
or Jim Hoots, both rookies. Ross is said to have unusual speed 
for a 6-6, 238-pounder. Right tackle Bob Tatarek lost time be- 
cause of an injury last year. He'll be challenged by Julian 
Nunamaker, who held the job in his absence. There was talk 
that left tackle Jim Dunaway, an eight-year veteran, might fol- 


146 THE NEW AFC SEASON 


low McDole in the trade exodus, But the Bills would be short- 
handed without him. Backup tackle Waddey Harvey can also 
fill in at either end. 

The placekicking chores will be handled by Grant Guthrie, 
who replaced Bruce Alford last year, unless rookie fullback 
Braxton beats him out. Guthrie set a Buffalo record with a 
52-yard field goal and wound up scoring 54 points on 10 field 
goals and 24 conversions. If punter Paul Maguire retires this 
year, as has been suspected, Steve Schroder, Dave Chapple 
and rookie Jim Sheffield will battle for the job. Maguire had 
only a 38.9-yard average last year. 


JOHN RAUCH: The matchless won-lost rec- 
ord John Rauch built in three years as head 
coach of the Oakland Raiders (33-8-1) is 
slowly turning into a very ordinary one the 
longer Rauch stays with the Bills. After two 
years in Buffalo, Rauch’s professional record 
stands at 40-28-2. The difference is that 
with Oakland Rauch was coaching a superior team, a team 
that won two division championships, the 1967 AFL cham- 
pionship and a chance to play in a Super Bowl. With Buf- 
falo, Rauch, who at 44 is entering his 21st year of coaching, 
has had to cope with 2 young and inexperienced team. But 
he’s putting the pieces together and the time for winning 
might not be too far off. Rauch has a number of young 
players who show signs of eventually becoming standouts. 
Most promising last season was quarterback Dennis Shaw, 
who surpassed Joe Namath’s accomplishments as a first-year 
player and was named Rookie of the Year. Shaw’s perfor- 
mance undoubtedly brought back memories to Rauch. A 
quarterback himself, he was Georgia’s starting passer for 
four years and led the Bulldogs to four Bowl games. His pro- 
fessional career began in 1949 as a quarterback, first with the 
New York Bulldogs, then with the New York Yankees, and 
finally with the Philadelphia Eagles. He retired after the 1951 
season and embarked on his coaching career, which includes 
stints at Florida, Tulane, Georgia and West Point. In 1963 
Rauch joined the Oakland staff and succeeded Al Davis as 
head coach in "66. 
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Dennis Shaw: While everyone was talking about Pittsburgh’s 
rookie quarterback Terry Bradshaw last summer, Bradshaw’s 
counterpart in Buffalo, Dennis Shaw of San Diego State, 
wasn’t even in training camp. Shaw, the Bills’ second-round 
draft choice in 1970, became a salary holdout even before 
his first professional season. The 24-year-old passer finally 
reached a settlement and joined the Bills just in time for the 
last exhibition game. Asked if he thought he’d blown a 
chance to win the starting job by reporting late, Shaw replied 
candidly, “I’ve been following the team in the newspapers 
and from the statistics I’ve seen, they can’t be too far ahead 
of me.” He was right. The 6-2, 209-pounder moved into the 
starting job in the third game of the season and promptly led 
the Bills to their first victory. In beating the Jets, Shaw com- 
pleted 12 of 21 passes for 317 yards. Though Buffalo won 
only two more games, Shaw became an instant leader and 
certainly made the team more competitive than it had been 
in recent years. Possessing a strong arm and good’range, Shaw 
passed his way to Rookie of the Year honors with a 55.5 
completion percentage, 10 TD passes, an average gain of 7.81 
yards; and 2,507 yards passing. Looking toward the *71 sea- 
son, Shaw confidently remarked, “This year [1970], to me, 
Was just a rehearsal for next season, when we’re going to be 
a winner,” 


Marlin Briscoe: Shaw’s favorite target last season was Marlin 
Briscoe, who wound up as the AFC’s leading pass receiver 
with 57 catches for 1,036 yards and eight touchdowns, and 
was named to the Pro Bowl squad. Briscoe, who in 1968 
started his professional career as the NFL’s first black starting 
quarterback with Denver, joined the Bills the following year 
and was switched to wide receiver. The 5-11, 178-pounder, 
considered too small to play quarterback, adapted to his new 
job easily, catching 32 passes in his first season with the Bills 
and earning the nickname “Marlin the Magician” because 
of his flair for making the big play. He has fine body control 
and leaping ability. And, of course, in a pinch Marlin can 
always fill in at quarterback. 


Mike Stratton: Not only did Mike Stratton’s consecutive game 
streak end at 130 last year, but he became the first player 
in the Bills’ 11-year history to suffer a torn Achilles’ tendon. 
The medical reports say that Stratton will be as good as new 
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this year. If so, he won’t have any trouble fighting off the 
competition for his right linebacking job. Considered one of 
the best blitzing outside Jinebackers in the NFL, Mike was 
originally drafted out of Tennessee as a tight end. In college 
he played both offensive and defensive end. The Bills shifted 
the 6-3, 241-pounder to linebacker in his rookie year (1962). 


Haven Moses: Marlin Briscoe may have replaced wide receiver 
Haven Moses as the Bills’ leading pass receiver last year, but 
Moses was still as capable as ever, catching 39 passes for 
726 yards. In his first two seasons in the pros he caught 42 
(1968) and 39 (’69) passes to lead the club, The Bills’ first 
draft choice in *68 out of San Diego State—he never played 
with Dennis Shaw until last season—Moses has good speed, 
hands, quickness and body control. Big and muscular at 6-3 
and 205 pounds, the 25-year-old pass catcher can take a lot 
of punishment. 


G. J. Simpson: How much do the Bills depend on running 
back QO. J. Simpson? Well, they didn’t win any games after 
O. J. was knocked out by injury in the eighth game of the 
season. At first there was a rumor that Simpson had under- 
gone knee surgery, but that was due to a mixup in terminology. 
The prize draft choice of 1969 had suffered only a knee cap- 
sule tear—not critical enough for surgery, but serious enough 
to keep Simpson from playing out the rest of the season, It’s 
expected that he’ll be completely recovered this year. O. J. 
wound up with only 488 yards and five touchdowns last sea- 
son. But, in the games he played, the former USC star showed 
a changed attitude. He seemed more willing to pitch in on 
blocking and pass protection assignments in addition to carry- 
ing the ball. When he does get the ball Simpson is, according 
to Coach Rauch, “an every-play threat.” 


Butch Byrd: The Bills’ all-time interception leader with 40 
thefts in his seven-year career (he added four last season), 
George (Butch) Byrd has started every game for Buffalo 
since he was drafted fourth in 1964. A hard hitter and dur- 
able performer, the six-foot, 196-pound cornerback can 
match opposing wide receivers in both size and speed. In his 
rookie season he ran his first interception back for a 72-yard 
touchdown, At Boston U., Butch was the team’s rushing leader 
in both his junior and senior years. 
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Ed Chandler: The middle linebacking job was turned over to 
Edgar Chandler last year, and his outstanding play prompted 
Coach Rauch to think of him as a “potential longtime fixture.” 
Chandler, now entering his fourth year with Buffalo (he was 
a fourth-round draft choice in ’68), has good speed and is 
a tough tackler. Last season Ed made off with his very first 
interception—including high schoo] and college—and ran it 
back 59 yards for a touchdown. An All-American tackle at 
Georgia, the 6-3, 235-pounder put in most of his rookie time 
on the special teams and then replaced the injured Paul 
Guidry at left linebacker midway through the °69 season. 
Looking at his handsome 24-year-old face you wouldn’t think 
he had a mean bone in his body. 


Jim Dunaway: It’s been eight years since Jim Dunaway took 
over as defensive left tackle for the Bills, and the 6-4, 277- 
pounder shows few signs of slowing down. Considering his 
size, he has good speed and agility in addition to his quick 
reactions. He’s extra tough on running plays. Jim was the 
Bills’ number two draft pick in 1963 after becoming a unani- 
mous All-America selection at Ole Miss. A confirmed out~- 
doorsman, Dunaway owns a 933-acre spread in Mississippi 
and raises cattle, 


Pete Richardson: Free safety Pete Richardson wears contact 
lenses when he plays, and he saw everything so clearly last 
year that he wound up as the Bills’ interception leader with 
five. Last season was Pete’s first full year in the pros. A 
seventh-round draft choice out of Dayton in ’*68, he didn’t 
make the squad the first time around. However, in 1969 
Pete stuck with Buffalo and moved into the starting lineup 
for the final six games of the season. A strong tackler with 
good speed, Richardson is quickly improving his ability to 
read offenses, 


Joe O'Donnell: The Bills’ offensive team captain, Joe O’Don- 
nell, has been Buffalo’s starting right guard since 1966 except 
for *68 when a knee injury kept him on the sidelines. A de- 
termined and strong pass blocker, the 6-2, 262-pounder is a 
top-rated pulling guard. He attended Michigan on an academic 
scholarship and was on the Big Ten Academic team in ‘63 
and 64, At Michigan Joe earned a degree in biology, Both 
Green Bay and Buffalo drafted him in 1964. 
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Austin Denney: The Bills acquired tight end Austin Denney 
from Chicago during training camp last summer and the 
four-year veteran did a commendable job for Buffalo. The 
6-2, 229-pounder was a rugged blocker and performed well 
as a short-yardage pass receiver, catching 14 passes for 201 
yards. Denney, who was an All-American at Tennessee, lacks 
the speed necessary to become a deep threat. Originally with 
the Dallas Cowboys, the Bears got him along with Mac Perci- 
val in 1967 for a draft choice. His best season was in 1968 
when he wound up with 23 receptions, 


1971 SCHEDULE 
BUFFALO BILLS 


. September 19 Dallas; 26 Miami. 

October 3 at Minnesota; 10 Baltimore; 17 at New York Jets; 
23* at San Diego; 31 St. Louis. 

November 7 at Miami; 14 at New England; 21 New York Jets; 
28 New England. 

December 5 at Baltimore; 12 Houston; 19 at Kansas City. 


* Night game, 


16 


CINCINNATI 
BENGALS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—J]st (AFC Central) 

Strengths—Phillips and Robinson rushing, youngsters Bergey, Par- 
rish and Reid defending, and a top-rated kicking game. 

Biggest needs—an improved pass rush and a top-notch pass 
catcher. 


1970 finish—Jst (AFC Central, 8—6—0) 


The Bengals opened the 1970 season with a roar, beating 
the Oakland Raiders, 31-21. But that week of glory was fol- 
lowed by a six-game losing streak which appeared to put the 
Bengals back where they belonged—out of the race for the 
Central Division title. But Paul Brown and his Bengals don’t 
know their place. In their third year of existence, the Bengals 
rebounded from that losing streak with seven straight vic- 
tories to win the division championship. Amazing? Not quite. 
The Bengals have youth and talent. What they lack in experi- 
ence is made up for by Paul Brown’s knowledge and strategy. 
Can they do it again? Probably. 

One of the biggest surprises Cincinnati came up with last 
year was quarterback Virgil Carter, who had drifted from 
Chicago to Buffalo until finally he landed in the right spot at 
the right time. With 1969’s sensational Rookie of the Year 
quarterback Greg Cook out for the entire season, the Bengals 
needed an experienced passer. Carter filled the bill. But this 
season Virgil will face competition from the returning Cook, 
who should be as good as ever despite two operations. Dave 
Lewis is also available. but he concentrates on his punting 
duties. The Bengals drafted a quarterback this year, third- 
round choice Ken Anderson. With all that talent available, 

(Continued on page 154) 
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Fijvervswe UNIT 
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OFFENSIVE UNIT 
"Rovkle 
BENGALS TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Anderson, Ken QB 6-2 202 22 #1 Augustant (IIl.) 
51 Avery, Ken LB 6-0 225 26 5S. Mississippi 
58 Beauchamp, Al LB 6-2 236 26 4 Southern U. 
66 Bergey, Bill LB 6-2 240 26 3 Arkansas St. 
82 Berry, Royce DE 6-4 248 25 3 Houston” 
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‘i Yn. 
No, Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
70 Carpenter, Ron DE 64 260 23 2 No. Carolina St. 
11 Carter, Virg QB 6-1 200 25 4 = Brigham Young 
79 Chomyszak, Steve DT 6-6 265 27 #5 = Syracuse 
23 Coleman, Al s 6-0 183 26 4 _ Tennessee St. 
12 Cook, Greg QB 6-4 220 24 2 Cincinnati 
88 Coslet, Bruce TE 63 230 24 3 Pacific 
10 Crabtree, Erie WR 5-11 185 26 6 Pittsburgh 
Craig, Cornelius DB 6-1 185 22 1 Fisk 
Debeve, Mark LB 6-1 218 22 #21 OQhioSt. 
63 Dennis, Guy G 62 255 24 3 Florida 
44 Dressler, Doug RB 63 220 22 2 ChicoSt. 
21 Dunn, Paul WR 6-0 210 22 2 _ International- 
alif, 
29 Durko, Sandy Ss 6-1 $85 | 422) =2 USE. 
Dyer, Henry RB 6-1 230 26 6 Grambling 
27 Dyer, Ken S 6-3 190 25 4 Arizona St. 
59 Ely, Larry LB 6-] 230 23 2 lowa 
72 Fest, Howard T 6-6 268 25 4 Texas 
28 Guillory, John CB 5-10 i85 25 3 Stanford 
Gustafson, Gary LB 6-2 225 22 #1 Montana St. 
Hayden, J. Rodney DE 6-6 260 24 1 Memphis St. 
Herring, Fred DB 6-) 190 23 1 Tennessee St, 
Holland, Vernon OT 6-5 270 22 1 Tennessee St. 
54 Johnson, Bob Cc 6-5 265 24 4 Tennessee 
19 Johnson, Essex RB 5-9 195 24 4 Grambling 
78 Jones, Willie Lee DT 6-1 260 28 3  Kansos St. 
87 Kelly, Mike TE 6-4 215 23 2 Davidson 
Knapman, Dave TE 62 210 22 #1 Central 
Washington 
40 Lamb, Ron RB 6-2 230 27 4 South Carolina 
Lawson, Steve G 63 265 22 1 Kansas 
15 Lewis, Dave P- eee 210 25 2 Stanford 
Mallory, Irvin DB 6-1 196 23 1 Virginia Union 
Maorshall, Edward WR 6-5 200 23 1 Cameron (OkIa,) 
3 Matson, Pat G 6-1 245 26 6 Oregon 
May, Arthur DE 63 245 22 1 Tuskegee 
71 Mayes, Rufus T 6-5 255 23 3 Ohio St. 
65 McClure, Wayne LB 6-1 225 24 3 Mississippi 
16 Muhimann, Horst K 6-1 210. 31 3 one 
25 Myers, Chip WR 6-5 200 24 4  N.W. Oklahoma 
20 = Parrish, Lemar cB 5-11 185 23 2 Lincoln 
Pearson, Sam DB 5-11 176 23 J Western Kentucky 
53 Peterson, Bill LB 6-3 230 25 3 San Jose St. 
30 Phillips, Jess RB 6-1 210 24 4 Michigan St. 
74 Reid, Mike DT 6-3 258 23 2 Penn State 
13 Riley, Ken CB 5-11 184 23 3 Florida A&M 
18 Robinson, Paul RB 6-0 200 26 4 Arizona 
81 Roman, Nick DE 6-3 230 23 2 Ohio St. 
31 Smith, Fletcher CB 6-0 180 27 6 Tennessee St. 
24 Smith, Tommie WR 6-3 190 26 2 San Jose St. 
Stambaugh, Jack G 6-2 246 22 #21 Oregon 
Thomas, Bob RB 5-10 200 23 1 Arizona-St, 
17. Thomas, Speedy WR 6-1 178 24 3 Utch 
84 Trumpy, Bob TE 66 225 26 4 Utah 
77 ~=Wells, Bob G 6-4 280 25 4- J.C. Smith 
Willis, Fred RB 6-0 215 23 1 Boston Col, 
67 Wilson, Mike T 6-1 240 23 3 Dayton 
75 Wright, Ernie T 6-4 270 31 12 OhioSt. 
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third-string quarterback Sam Wyche became expendable and 
was traded to Washington for ex-Ram, ex-Giant running back 
Henry Dyer. 

The Bengals possess one of the best rushing tandems 
around, Jess Phillips and Paul Robinson. But it’s hard to say 
bow the reserves will do if they’re called on for extended 
duty. Essex Johnson is the number one backup man; he had 
some good moments last year. Others available are Ron 
Lamb, entering his fourth pro season, Doug Dressler, who 
Brown believes has promise, Dyer, fourth-round draft choice 
Fred Willis (Boston College), and Bob Thomas, drafted on 
the 15th round. Both rookies are said to have good speed. 

There is a good group of receivers, but they'll have to be 
more productive this season. Split end Chip Myers was the 
club leader with 32 catches last season (Phillips ranked second 
with 31). Speedy Thomas is penciled in as the starting flanker, 
but he'll meet competition from sophomores Paul Dunn and 
Olympic 200-meter champion Tommie Smith. Eric Crabtree 
backs up Myers. Rookie Ed Marshall will also be battling for 
a job. Tight end Bob Trumpy was his steady self at the end 
of the 1970 season after missing three games with an ankle 
injury. He should be reliable again this year. Behind him are 
third-year man Bruce Coslet, sophomore Mike Kelly and 
rookie Cookie Brinkman. 

The Bengals’ interior line has improved each season, but to 
Strengthen it eyen more Cincinnati used its first two draft 
picks in 1971 for highly rated tackle Vernon Holland (Ten- 
nessee State) and guard Steve Lawson (Kansas). Ernie Wright 
is the left tackle, but Howard Fest will have to battle Holland 
for the job on the right side. Mike Wilson is a strong reserve. 
Rufus Mayes and Lawson are slated for left guard, while Guy 
Dennis and Pat Matson share duty as Coach Brown’s messen- 
ger guards on the right. Fourth-year man Bob Johnson 
anchors the line at center. He’s developing into one of the best 
around. 

As the *70 season wore on, the defense showed steady im- 
provement. It gave up 177 points through the first seven 
games, but only 78 points in the second half of the season. 
As the youngsters on the front line gain more experience, 
there’s no telling how good they will be. Left tackle Mike 
Reid, entering his second pro season, promises to be a stand- 
out for a long time. Tackle Steve Chomyszak and ends Royce 
Berry and Ron Carpenter are all fine prospects, too. The re- 
seryes are Willie Lee Jones, who played tackle when Reid was 
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out with an injury, end Nick Roman, who missed a good deal 
of the *70 season with an ankle injury, and Ken Johnson, a 
taxi-squadder last year. Arthur May (Tuskegee) and Rodney 
Hayden (Memphis State) are the rookies. 

Bill Bergey keys the linebacking. Always hustling, Bergey 
intercepted three passes last year. He’s flanked by ballet 
dancer Ken Avery on the right and less esoteric Al Beau- 
champ on the left, But Chip Bennett, out last year with a knee 
injury, just might horn into a job; he was the Bengals’ third- 
round draft choice in 1970. Behind Bergey is second-year 
man Larry Ely. Three-year veterans Bill Peterson and Wayne 
McClure are the reserves, and rookies Mark Debeve and 
Gary Gustafson will get a chance. 

Lemar Parrish was an impressive rookie cornerback Jast 
season. He and Ken Riley appear to have solved half of the 
Bengals’ problem in the secondary; they combined for nine 
interceptions in 1970. Fletcher Smith shifted from cornerback 
to strong safety last year and saw his performance improve. 
The free safety is Ken Dyer. Competition will come from 
veterans John Guillory, Al Coleman and Sandy Durko, and 
1970 draft choice Billie Hayes. This year’s draftees are Fred 
Herring, Sam Pearson, Irving Mallory and Cornelius Craig. 
Craig, a 6-1, 185-pounder from Fisk, has the best chance of 
making the squad; he’s a native of Cincinnati with outstanding 
speed. 

Between Dave Lewis, top punter in the NFL last season 
(46.2-yard average) and soccer-style placekicker Horst Muhl- 
mann, the Bengals have one of the best kicking games in the 
league. And, aside from his outstanding play at cornerback, 
Parrish is a versatile player on the specialty teams; he scored 
three touchdowns last year—on kickoff, punt and blocked 
field goal returns. 


PAUL BROWN: It’s fashionable to criticize a 
winner, because with so much favorable ma- 
terial written about a man or a team, a few 
guys take potshots just to be chic or different. 
Paul Brown got his share of criticism when 
he was turning out champion after champion 
at Cleveland. They said he was a martinet 
who was producing automaton teams, that the game “had 
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passed him by.” The critics laid off Brown when he made his 
football comeback in 1968 after staying out of the game for 
five years. In fact, they even said he had mellowed, that he 
wasn't the “cold and calculating” despot he’d been in Cleve- 
Jand. At one point, after his youth-saturated Bengals won two 
of their first three games, he asked, “How lucky can you get?” 
Well, after three years the Bengals are champions of their 
division—and they are indeed lucky. Lucky to have Paul 
Brown. He's in his sixties now and has 36 years of coaching 
and 311 victories behind him. It’s given him a new life after a 
frustrating exile to La Jolla, California, where he settled when 
he sat out his five years away from the game. Brown still runs 
his teams in domineering fashion, sending in the plays with 
“messenger guards.” So far, no Bengal has objected. He still 
holds complete control over the club, from quarterback down 
to waterboy. He chooses his players by their intelligence and 
characteristics as well as their physical talents; he had enough 
faith after checking out running back Jess Phillips’ background 
to give him a shot at the pros despite his prison term. “A coach 
has to be an advisor and friend—it’s almost a paternal thing,” 
he said after making his comeback. “I hope when they look 
back, my young men will think they got a square deal,” 


Jess Phillips: Until Paul Brown found him, Jess Phillips had a 
tendency to become lost in the ranks. Growing up in Beau- 
mont, Texas, he lived in the wrong neighborhood, publicity- 
wise. A fellow named Bubba Smith lived across the street. 
Then Jess went to Michigan State, where he had to contend 
for laurels with teammates George Webster, Clint Jones— 
and, again, Smith. Phillips made All-Big Ten on defense, but 
his teammates overshadowed him—they were All-Americas. 
Phillips really sank after college, winding up in Jackson State 
Prison in Michigan on a forgery charge. But Paul Brown 
looked past Jess’ record and at the man, and took a chance by 
drafting Phillips fourth in 1968. Jess was paroled early and 
earned a berth as a starting safety. Brown had other plans, 
though. He liked Jess’ reckless, fearless moves when he had 
the ball. So Phillips was converted to running back in 1969, 
He gained 578 yards, fifth in the league. Last year, he im- 
proved to 648 yards, including a 76-yard touchdown run. He’s 
Brown's biggest booster, and vice versa. 


Virgil Carter: Sort of a bad boy with the Big Bad Chicago 
Bears—he talked back to Papa Bear George Halas—Virgil 
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Carter was released by that team and then couidn’t make it 
with the downtrodden Buffalo Bills when they were in quarter- 
back trouble. For a while, the records he set for total offense 
at Brigham Young University were being credited to the high- 
altitude thin air of the conference he played in. The pros 
seemed too down to earth. But Carter bailed out the Bengals 
when they were in deep trouble last season, and you can be 
sure Paul Brown won’t mind putting him at the helm again if 
Greg Cook doesn’t return to his 1969 form. Carter threw only 
nine touchdown passes, but he was pretty effective in most of 
the quarterbacking departments—unlike his earlier moments 
with the Bears. He completed more than 50 percent of his 
passes and saw only 3.2 percent of them intercepted. He was 
the best running quarterback in the NFL with 246 yards for a 
7.2-yard average. In fact, few running backs topped his 73- 
yard run. The statistic he will remind the front office of mostly, 
however, will be the seyen victories (in ten games) that he 
engineered after finally earning a starting berth. 


Lemar Parrish: Nobody heard much about Lemar Parrish when 
he was attending little Lincoln University in Missouri. The 
Bengals made him one of those marginal seventh-round draft 
choices in 1970, hoping that his blazing speed could be put to 
use. But even the Bengals knew so little about him that they 
spelled his name wrong in their pressbook. Lemar (not 
Lamar) took no time setting people straight once he arrived 
on the scene. He earned a starting job at cornerback, inter- 
cepting five passes to lead the team, and turned on his speed 
in runbacks. He averaged a very healthy 30 yards on kickoff 
returns and a respectable 8.4 on punts. He was utilized in 
both runback categories more than any other Bengal. And he 
scored a runback man’s “hat trick” by scoring on a kickoff 
return (95 yards), a punt return (79-yards) and a fumble re- 
turn. This season, Lemar is sure to be recognized when he 
reports to camp. 


Bob Trumpy: They don’t hold foot races for tight ends, but 
they probably wouldn’t have to if they wanted to determine the 
fastest pro in this blocking/ pass-catching position. Bob Trumpy 
has got to be the man, He’s 6-6, 225 pounds, yet he could be 
turned into a wide receiver on a moment's notice. His reception 
averages in the past three pro seasons—17.3, 22.6 and 16.6 
—indicate how far he moves the ball. In one game against a 
reputable Houston defense in 1969, he caught five passes for 
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159 yards and two TDs. He caught only 29 passes last season, 
due to his own injuries and the loss of Greg Cook. But Cook 
is expected to come back strong and so is Trumpy. Bob was a 
twelfth-round draft choice after a nomadic youth that took 
him from the University of Iflinois, to the navy, to the Uni- 
versity of Utah. He’s got a home for as long as he wants in 
Cincinnati, 


Bill Bergey: The best tackler on the Bengals is Bill Bergey, but 
that should come as no surprise. He averaged 25 a game a 
couple of years ago for little Arkansas State. A middle line- 
backer entering his third season, Bergey is exceptional in all 
facets of the position. He’s a smart player who stepped into the 
lineup right away as a rookie, despite missing valuable school- 
ing in Brown’s technical defense because he was with the Col- 
lege All-Stars, He’s a terror on pass coverage, having inter- 
cepted five in two seasons. And he’s got fine size—about 240 
pounds, The Bengals think he'll be an All-Star very soon. 


Bob Johnson: The first man Cincinnati ever chose in the draft 
is alive and well—in Cincinnati, Bob Johnson hasn’t missed a 
play since he joined the team in 1968, He was a rare first- 
round draft choice because he was a center at the University 
of Tennessee, and centers usually aren’t chosen that high. But 
Johnson was an unusual center, as the Bengals soon found 
out. He is larger than most at 6-5 and 265 pounds, and he’s 
very intelligent. The team made him offensive captain from 
his first game on. He made the AFL All-Star game as a rookie, 
and started getting some all-league second-team mentions last 
season. He won't turn 25 until before the opening game so he 
should be heard from for years to come. 


Mike Reid: Most concert pianists would frighten only them- 
selves on a football field. But 258-pound Mike Reid is a con- 
cert pianist, and his presence with the Cincinnati Bengals last 
season was music to Paul Brown's ears. In fact, the Bengals 
wished the music would have lingered on a little longer; their 
sparkling rookie tackle missed five games because of injuries 
and left quite a gap to fill, Mike did show football experts 
enough to get elected as the Football News’ “Rookie of the 
Year.” Reid was a versatile collegiate athlete at Penn State— 
an All-America lineman, a championship wrestler, and a 57- 
foot-plus shot putter. The fact that he was a music major pro- 
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jected his name nationally. He was so accomplished, in fact, that 
he has been invited to play with the Utah Symphony Orchestra. 
The Bengal front office thinks that before long he will be 
invited to play in the Pro Bowl, too. 


Paul Robinson: A look at Paul Robinson’s credentials might 
indicate that the super rookie of 1968 has gone downhill. 
Don’t believe what you read. Though he’s no longer a 1,000- 
yard-a-year man in rushing, he’s still feared throughout the 
league as one very consistent runner. Paul gained 486 yards in 
1969. He upped his figure to 622 last season, which is pretty 
good when you consider that he didn’t have a run over 26 
yards. Robinson’s sensational first year will probably live with 
him a long time, because as the Bengals improve, his work- 
horse load will level off. It already did in the past two seasons 
as Jess Phillips was called upon to carry the ball more and 
more. Robinson’s other roles on the club—as a kick returner 
and pass receiver—have drawn more attention as his rushing 
yardage shrinks. He catches about 20 passes a year and runs 
back kicks with abandon. Primarily a track star in college, 
Robinson didn’t turn to football until his senior year at the 
University of Arizona, 


Greg Cook: The golden arm of Greg Cook has taken two years 
to recover from extremely intricate shoulder surgery: last sea- 
son he didn’t get into a single game. But the Bengals claim 
that Greg is ready to go again. As a rookie in 1969, Cook led 
the American Football League quarterbacks. He passed for 
1,854 yards and showed great accuracy on Jong throws. His 
9.41 yards per play led the AFL, and that’s just about as good 
as passers get. Fifteen of Cook’s throws went for TDs. His 
achievements were made despite the fact that he missed four 
games with a sore arm suffered when he was slammed to the 
ground by Jerry Mays and Bob Bell of the Chiefs. He re- 
injured the arm in an off-season basketball game. By the time 
he reached training camp, he found out he couldn’t pass with- 
out extreme pain, He was operated on, but needed another 
operation Jast spring. If anyone has doubts about his recovery, 
it’s not Greg. “People have forgotten how good I am, but wait 
till I come back,” he says. 


Horst Muhimann: A year ago, Horst Muhlimann tried a half- 
dozen field goals of 50 yards or more and four of them were 
good. Paul Brown hadn’t seen that kind of kicking since Lou 
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Groza used to boot for him in Cleveland. But Muhlmann has 
one of Groza’s characteristics—he’s big, not as big as the 250- 
pound Groza, but a husky 210. In fact, MuhImann is much 
larger than most of his fellow soccer-style kickers. A West 
German who came to the U.S. to play for the Kansas City 
Spurs in soccer, he caught the attention of Kansas City coach 
Hank Stram and was signed to a football contract. He couldn’t 
beat Jan Stenerud out of the job so he was traded to Cincin- 
nati for Warren McVea. Now Muhlmann is a sensation, 
having made 41 of 61 field goal attempts in regular-season 
play. He’s in his third season and at age 30, looks as if he’ll be 
around for a long time—who knows, maybe as long as Groza! 


1971 SCHEDULE 
CINCINNATI BENGALS 


September 19 Philadelphia; 26 at Pittsburgh. 

October 3 at Green Bay; 10 Miami; 17 Cleveland; 24 at Oak- 
land; 31 at Houston. 

November 7 Atlanta; 14 at Denver; 21 Houston; 28 San Diego. 

December 5 at Cleveland; 12 Pittsburgh; 19 at New York Jets. 


17 


CLEVELAND 
BROWNS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—3rd (AFC Central) 

Strengths—excellent pass protection, a still-improving defensive 
line, and strong running. 

Biggest needs—a reliable quarterback, good health for Collins and 
Kelly, and aggressive linebackers, 

1970 finish—2nd (AFC Central, 7—7—0) 


Maybe the Cleveland Browns have had second thoughts 
about their move to the AFC last year—which in essence was 
a shift to the rival American Football League. A division win- 
ner 13 times in the 20 years since the team joined the Na- 
tional Football League, Cleveland wound up second to the 
youthful Cincinnati Bengals in the AFC’s Central Division—a 
humiliating experience for a team of the Browns’ stature, 
doubly so because the Bengals are coached by the man who 
made the Browns and then was cast aside by them: Paul 
Brown. 5 

Can the Browns recover their winning tradition this year? 
Much depends on second-year quarterback Mike Phipps, 
whom new head coach Nick Skorich says will be his starter 
this season. Phipps, the Browns’ first draft choice in 1970, 
didn’t get much experience last year. Bill Nelsen held the job 
last season despite a painful knee injury suffered in the sec- 
ond game of the campaign. Should Phipps prove inadequate, 
Nelsen will play despite his knee problem—and despite the 
objections raised by his wife, who wanted Bill to quit last 
year. Don Gault is the third quarterback, but he wasn’t very 
impressive in his lone appearance last season, completing only 
10.5 percent of his passes. 

(Continued on page 164) 
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a Schafrath Demarie Hickerson —Taffoni Morin 
H, Jones McKay Wycinsky* Reese Copeland Jenkins Glass 
S.Brown* Jamula* Sikich* Dillen* Pena* Dieken® —_Blenchard* 
Smith* 
FL 
HB ad FB Collins 
Kelly B.Scott D. Jones 
Morrison er nce Staroba* 
Zelina* Cilek* Corell* 
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OFFENSIVE UNIT 
*Rookie 
BROWNS TEAM ROSTER - 
Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
52 Andrews, Bill LB 6-0% 225 26 5 = S.E. Louisiana 
40 Barnes, Erich CB 6-3 212 36 14 Purdue 
Blanchard, Felix TE 6-3 230 2i 1 Nerth Carolina 
84 Briggs, Bob DE 6-4 276 26 3 Heidelberg 
30 Brown, Ken RB 5-10 205 26 1 None 
Brown, Stanley WR 5-9Y% 174 22 1 Purdue 
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No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro Collese 
Casteel, Steve LB 46-24% 215 22 J Oklohoma 
Cilek, Mike QB 6-1 205 23 1 lowa 

12 Cockroft, Don K 6-1 190 26 4 Adams St. 

86 Callins, Gary WR 6-4 210 31 #10 Maryland 

64 Copeland, Jim G 6-2 245 26 S§ Virginia 
Cornell, Robert (Bo) RB 6-} 212 22 #1 Washington 

28 Davis, Ben CB 5-11 185 25 4 Defiance 

65 Demarie, John G 63 255 26 5 Louisiana St. 
Dieken, Douglas T 6-5 236 22 1 Illinois 
Dillon, Leo Cc 6-2 243 21 1 Bayton 
Dixon, Jay DE 6-5 248 22 #1 Boston U, 

36 Engel, Steve RB 6-1 218 23 2 Colorado 

50 ae Wats John LB 6-1 225 25 4 Louisiana St 

11 Gault, QB 6-2 190 §=25 2 Hofstra 

83 Glass, ores (Chip) TE 6-4 236 24 3 Florida St. 
Green, William cB 5-10 170 21 1 Western Kentucky 

81 Gregory, Jack DE 6-5Y% 250 26 5 Delta St. 

Hall, Charles LB’ 6-3" 218 22 1 Houston 

66 Hickerson, Gene G 6-2 248 35 14 Mississippi 

54 Hoaglin, Fred LS 6-4 250 27 6 Pittsburgh 
Homoly, Guy CB 6-0 180 0 =—-.24 1 Illinois St. 

43 Hooker, Fair WR 6-1 193 24 3 Arizona St. 

82 Houston, Jim LB 63 240 33 12 Ohio St. 

34 Howell, Mike s 6-1 190 28 7 Grambling 
Jacabs, Bob K 6-2 229 22 41 Wyoming 
Jamula, Thad T 63 235 22 1 Lehigh 

60 Jenkins, Al T 62 255 25 2 Tulsa 

71 Johnson, Walter DT 6-4 275 28 7 Cal. State-L.A, 

41 Jones, Dave WR 6-1% 185 24 3 Kansas St. 

85 Jones, Homer WR 6-2 215 30 8 Texas Southern 

80 Jones,Joe DE 66 246 23 2 Tennessee Sf. 

24 = Kellermann, Ernie Ss 6-0 185 27 6 Miami (Chio) 

44 Kelly, Leroy RB 6-0 200 29 8 Morgan St. 
Kingrea, Rick LB 6-1 231 22 1 Tulane 
Levels, Wilmur Ss 186 22 1 North Texas St. 

51 Lindsey; Dale LB 6-2% 225 28 7 Western Kentucky 

78 McKay, Bob T 6-5 260 23 2 Texas 

56 Matheson, Bob LB 64 240 26 $5 Duke 

27 Minniear, Randy RB 6-1 210 26 5 Purdue 

89. Morin, Milt TE 6-4 240 28 6 Massachusetts 

26 Morrison, Reece RB 60 205 25 4 S.W. Texas St. 

16. Nelsen, Bill QB 60 195 30 Y So, California 
Pena, Robert G 6-1Y2 254 22 1 Massachusetts 

15 Phipps, Mike QB 6-21% 207 23 2 Purdue 

55 Reynolds, Chuck c 6-2 240 24 3 Tulsa 

70 Righetti, Joe DT 62 253 23 3 Waynesburg 

77 = Schofrath, Dick Lt 63 258 34 13 Ohio St. 

33 Schoen, Tom Ss 5-11 185 25 2 Notre Dame 
Scott, Clorence DB 6-0 180 22 1 Kansas St, 

35 Scott, Robert (Bo) RB 6-3 210 28 3 Ohio St. 

72 = Sherk, Jerry DT 64% 253 23 2 Oklahoma St. 
Sikich, Mike G 6-2. 235 “22 1 Northwestern 
Smith, David WR 5-11 165 22 1 Mississippi St. 

88 Snidow, Ron DE 63 250 29 9 Oregon 
Staroba, Paul WR 6-3. 204 22 1 Michigan 

23 Stevenson, Rickey CB 5-11 188 23 2 Arizona 

20 Summers, Freddie s 6-1 186 24 #3 Wake Forest 

29 Sumner, Walt CB 6-1 180 24 3 Florida St. 

62 Taffoni, Joe 3 6-3 250 26 5  Tennessee-Martin 
Truesdell, Tom DE 6-5 255 23 1 Ohio Wesleyan 
Wycinsky, Craig G 63 243 23 1 Michigan St. 

75 Yanchar, Bill DT 6-3 251 23° #2 Purdue 
Zelina, Larry RB 5-11 204 22 1 Ohio St. 
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On the receiving end are wide receivers Gary Collins, 
hampered by injuries last season, and Fair Hooker, who 
proved he could handle the job in only his second year of pro 
ball. Homer Jones, who expected to have the last laugh when 
the Giants traded him to Cleveland last year, was the last 
laugh as he failed to click as Paul Warfield's replacement. : 
Homer did not delight the Browns by failing to show up for the 
team’s special spring camp, either, Paul Staroba, the Browns’ 
third-round draft choice (Michigan) is the rookie with the, 
best chance. Milt Morin and Chip Glass provide a solid one- 
two punch at tight end. 

The Browns will have to mount a more aggressive running 
game if they are to be effective in the air, Last year Leroy 
Kelly, hampered by injuries, settled for only 656 yards rush- 
ing, his lowest total since he took Jim Brown’s place in 1966. 
Running mate Bo Scott did a good job as a second-year man. 
The only experienced backup runner is Reece Morrison, but 
second-round draft choice Bo Cornell (Washington) and 
Larry Zelina (Ohio State), picked on the eighth round, may 
help. 

Cleveland quarterbacks were dropped for losses only 16 
times last year, fewest times in the AFC. Credit for that feat 
has to go to the offensive line, anchored by center Fred 
Hoaglin. The guards are John Demarie and Gene Hickerson, 
and Dick Schafrath and Joe Taffoni are the tackles. But Bob 
McKay, the Browns’ first pick in the 1970 draft, will be 
challenging the incumbent tackles. This year’s rookie crop 
includes guard Bob Pena and Doug Dicken, a tight end from 
Illinois who will be tried at tackle. 

Defensively, the Browns’ strongest suit is its front four. 
Jerry Sherk had an outstanding rookie season at right tackle, 
as did quick left end Joe Jones. End Jack Gregory and tackle 
Walter Johnson fill out the line. Eight-year veteran Ron 
Snidow is the top reserve while second-year man Bill Yanchar, 
Joe Righetti and Bob Briggs add depth. With other more 
Ctitical areas to tend to, the Browns drafted only one de- 
fensive lineman this year—Jay Dixon of Boston University. 

The linebacking needs strengthening; last year’s trio simply: 
didn’t stop the rush. But until the Browns come up with a 
better group, Dale Lindsey will man the middle and Jim 
Houston and Billy Andrews will hold the outside jobs. It is 
hoped that Bob Matheson, entering his fifth year as a pro, 
will finally come through and take over at middle linebacker. 
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The rookie with the best chance of breaking in is Charlie Hall 
(Housten), drafted on the third round. 

Last season a confident Jack Gregory praised the defensive 
line, of which he is a part, saying, “If the secondary makes 
the quarterback look twice, I believe we can get to him.” 
There’s the rub. The Browns need help in the secondary. In 
his pre-season rundown, coach Skorich called the defensive 
backfield “the area of greatest potential,” or in other words, 
unsettled. Free safety Mike Howell is the only veteran assured 
of a starting job. The other returnees—cornerbacks Erich 
Barnes and Walt Sumner and strong safety Ernie Kellerman— 
will have to battle to keep theirs. Barnes, the team’s intercep- 
tion leader with five last year, is entering his 14th pro season 
and turned 36 in July. He could have a tough time fighting 
off first-round draft choice Clarence Scott of Kansas State. A 
second competitor is Rick Stevenson, whose rookie season 
was delayed a year because of knee surgery. Fourth-year man 
Ben Davis took over the right corner at the end of last season, 
successfully making a comeback from two knee operations. It 
will be up to Sumner to recover the job. Freddie Summers 
is Kellerman’s competitor at strong safety. 

Don Cockroft is the kicking specialist, but he'll be chal- 
lenged by seventh-round draft choice Bob Jacobs (Wyoming). 
Rookie receiver Paul Staroba will also demonstrate his punting 
talent. Even if Homer Jones doesn’t capture a starting job as 
a receiver, he’s a valuable asset on kickoff returns. Last year 
the speedy Jones took 29 kickoffs back for 739 yards—includ- 
ing a 94-yard touchdown return against the Jets. 


NICK SKORICH: A man who doesn’t mind 
i sitting on a hot seat, Nick Skorich is only the 
«/* third head coach in the Browns’ glorious his- 
‘ tory (the first two were Paul Brown and 
4] Blanton Collier). Skorich takes over a team 
that has almost always been in the race for a 
title of some sort. He takes over a team that 
plays before the largest crowds in football. He takes over a 
team that seems to need only a healthy quarterback to spark 
it in a conference where almost everyone else seems to have a 
star quarterback. So what does Nick do when he gets the job? 
He promises the fans that, “I don’t think we are too far from 
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being champions again.” None of that rebuilding stuff for Nick 
Skorich. Skorich comes with solid credentials. For seven 
years, he was a top assistant with the Browns—first defensive 
coordinator, and for the past three seasons the overall offensive 
coach. Ironically, in 1970, for the first time in years, the 
Browns couldn’t push 300 points across opposing goal lines, 
Skorich had previous head coaching experience with the Phila- 
delphia Eagles in the early 1960s. He guided them to one 
enjoyable 10—4 season, but also suffered through 3—10-1 and 
2-10-2 ordeals after his players’ age began to show. Skorich 
used to play guard for the Pittsburgh Steelers. 


Milt Morin: A very large man for a tight end—even by pro 
standards—240-pound Milt Morin can run with many a de- 
fender and smash over the ones who get in his way. He aver- 
ages about 40 catches a season (37 last year, 43 in 1968 his 
tops) and he picks up pretty good yardage in the process, 
averaging over 15 yards a catch. In fact, he holds the Cleve- 
land Brown record for his 87-yarder against the Philadelphia 
Eagles in 1968. One of eight children, Morin knows how to 
fight for position. He wrestled and had the rare distinction of 
Making the All-America team despite his small-college status 
at the University of Massachusetts. He has overcome a serious 
back injury that almost ended his pro career. 


Leroy Kelly: Nagging injuries in 1970 kept Leroy Kelly below 
the 1,000-yard plateau for the first time since he took over for 
Jim Brown in 1966. Kelly still gained 656 yards rushing, good 
enough for eighth place in the AFC. And he passed the 5,000- 
yard mark for his career. But 1,000 yards is what fans have 
come to expect of him—the same fans who never thought 
they’d see a 1,000-yarder after Brown’s premature retirement. 
Leroy’s also a superb receiver, making about 20 catches a 
year. When Kelly was at his lowest ebb in 1970, he spoke of 
possible retirement, which would leave the Browns in a real 
bind. He should at least play out the final year of his current 
four-year contract and maybe get together with the front office 
for another big pact. He’s only 29 and, being a bachelor, has 
no commitments. 


Mike Howell: When Mike Howell outguesses the quarterback, 
it should come as no surprise. He used to be a quarterback 
himself for Grambling College, Now he plays free safety, 
where he roams the field getting in the way of the opposition’s 
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passing game. He’s done pretty well, intercepting 24 passes in 
five seasons. He had only one last year, but was unquestion- 
ably the best deep defender Cleveland had. He’s probably the 
most underrated player on the club. His brother Lane, an 
offensive lineman, beat him to the pros, playing a few years 
with the Giants and Eagles. But Mike, at 190 pounds and 
suited ideally for his present position, or cornerback, where he 
has also played, is still going strong at 28 and in his seventh 
season. 


Gary Collins: A man who has caught 67 TD passes in his nine 
professional seasons, Gary Collins bemoans the fact that, “I 
really haven’t had an outstanding year since 1966.” He does 
not mention that in 1969 he caught 54 passes for 11 TDs. 
But Collins is that kind of perfectionist. He has had injuries 
that have held him back a lot in recent seasons. Yet he keeps 
adding to the team receiving records he holds—most TD 
catches, most total catches, most yardage on catches, etc. A 
confident player, he admits openly that he is “one of the best 
at my position—my record speaks for itself.” His position is 
wide receiver, though at 6-4 and 210 he has the size to be a 
tight end. Last season Collins caught only 26 passes because 
of the injuries (mostly to his ribs), He’s been with Cleveland 
throughout his pro career after starring as an All-America re- 
ceiver at the University of Maryland. He’s a fine punter, too, 
having averaged as far as 46.7 yards over a season; but he 
doesn’t kick too much anymore. The Browns would rather 
have him concentrate on receiving, especially on that end-zone 
post pattern that drives defensive backs frantic. 


Walter Johnson: No one was more embarrassed than Walt 
Johnson when Cincinnati sneaked into the division lead ahead 
of Cleveland last season. The 275-pound defensive tackle be~ 
gan his brilliant sports career in the Browns’ rival Ohio city. 
Johnson was a fullback for Taft High School in those days. 
He went to the West Coast to play college ball at California 
State (Los Angeles) and starred at linebacker and offensive 
guard, The Browns picked him up in the 1965 draft and con- 
verted him into a defensive tackle, Now he’s the star of the 
front wall. He’s been a popular Pro Bowl choice and has a 
knack for pouncing on fumbles—one of which he returned 
for a TD against New Orleans in 1969, 
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Bo Scott: As a sophomore last season, Bo Scott had a difficult 
task competing with a man who wasn’t there. The Browns 
protected Scott after his rookie year, making him a regular and 
trading off the better-known running back Ron Johnson to the 
New York Giants, Scott had beaten Johnson in a battle of 
rookies in 1969 and thus became Leroy Kelly’s backfield mate. 
The Browns felt Scott could block better than Johnson, as 
well as run and catch the ball. Johnson did have the better 
season of the two in 1970, but Scott did not disgrace himself. 
He gained 625 yards, tenth best in the AFC, and pretty good 
considering that he had to share the rushing role with Kelly. 
Scott also caught 40 passes, more than any deep back except 
for Miami’s Jim Kiick. As a blocker, Bo uses his 220 pounds 
well. He also can return kicks. Scott wasn't a true rookie in 
*69 because, after dropping out of Ohio State, he played three 
seasons of Canadian football before returning to the U.S. 
He’s 28. 


Gene Hickerson: Entering his 14th season with the Browns, 
Gene Hickerson is an important cog again for a club that likes 
to run the football. He started out as a messenger guard for 
Paul Brown’s standout clubs of the late 1950s, then earned a 
full-time berth, He’s 35 now and still pushing the opposition 
around almost as well as ever. He was an All-AFC choice in 
1970 and a Pro Bowl selection for the sixth straight season. 
He may be slowing a bit, but the Browns are happy to sacrifice 
a little speed for his sayvy. 


Mike Phipps: Some insiders felt that Mike Phipps (the third 
man taken in the entire 1970 draft) had a better chance for 
instant stardom last season than Pittsburgh’s Terry Bradshaw. 
For one thing, Phipps was selected by a much better team. For 
another, he achieved his success at a much higher level of 
competition, having been a starting quarterback three straight 
years for a Big Ten school. At Purdue, he led his team to vic- 
tory over Notre Dame three consecutive times; no other quar- 
terback in football history could make such a boast. However, 
Phipps got little opportunity to prove himself in 1970. The 
Browns got entwined in a tough, three-team race for the di- 
visional crown and there wasn't time to break in a rookie 
passer, no matter how heralded he was. Phipps got to play in 
all 14 games, but only in short takes. He threw 60 passes, 
completing 29 for 529 yards and one touchdown. An intelli- 
gent player who was on the Big Ten’s All-Academic team 


Shall we dance? Jet line- 
backer Al Atkinson, no wall- 
flower, insists on pairing up 
with Raider Charlie Smith. 
Smith ranked sixth among 
AFC rushers in '70 with 681 


Two of a kind. Above: Tom Dempsey, the Saints’ kicking specialist, 
kicks one of four successful field goals last November 8. Dempsey, 
who wears a specially-fitted shoe because of a birth defect, later 
won the game for New Orleans with a last-second 63-yard field 
goal which set a new NFL record. Below: Football’s ‘miracle man,” 
George Blanda, routinely leads the Raiders to a last-second vic- 
tory as he boots a 16-yard field goal to defeat the Chargers; 20-17. 


Right: Detroit’s scrambling * 
quarterback, Greg Landry, 
who rushed for 350 yards 
last season and wound up & 
with a 61.0 completion per- 
centage, can’t avoid Cardi- 
nal safety Larry Wilson (8) 
and linebacker Don Parish. 
Landry finally got the ball 
away but the pass fell incom- 
plete. Be/ow: Minnesota’s 


John Henderson clutches a peu. 
<< 


touchdown pass against the 
Bears last December 5. The 
Vikings won, 16-13, to clinch 
their third consecutive Cen- 
tral Division title. 


Lia Ta. 


Above: Undaunted by the 
approach of Cleveland end 
Ron Snidow, Jet quarterback 
, Joe Namath gets set to re- 
) lease the ball last Septem- 
ber 22. Namath wound up 
the day with 19 completions 
in 31 attempts and 302 yards, 
but the Browns won, 31-21. 
Below: The end of the sea- 
son came early to Namath 
when he fractured his hand 
in a game against the Colts 
on October 18. Joe wore a 
cast reaching up to his el- 
bow until February 22. 


Above: Redskin halfback Larry Brown evades Giant tackle Jara 
Shay (75) for a 13-yard gain last November. Brown led the entire 
NFL in rushing in 1970 by totaling 1,125 yards on the ground. 
Below: Marlin Briscoe, the AFC’s premier pass receiver last year, 
has trouble getting by the Giants’ John Douglas (51) and Joe Green 
on a fake field goal attempt. Briscoe, usually more successful, 
wound uP the season with 57 receptions and 1,036 yards. 


Ron Johnson, the Giants’ explosive running 
back, is in a helmet-to-helmet battle with Car- 
dinal safety Chuck Latourette. Johnson finished 
the season as the second-best ground gainer in 
the NFL with a total of 1,025 yards. 


“in 


Facing page top left: The 49ers’ John Brodie, the top-rated quarter- 
back in the NFL last season, lets go of a pass despite the im- 
minent attack of Bear end Willie Holman. Brodie wound up the day 
with 21 completions in 28 attempts. Top right: Green Bay’s Bart 
Starr gets a “Lion hug” from Detroit defensive end Larry Hand. 
Bottom: Chicago’s Dick Gordon keeps a tight hold on the ball as 
he is sent flying by Atlanta safety Al Lavan. Gordon, the leading 
pass receiver in the NFL in ‘70, wound up the season with 71 re- 
ceptions, 1,026 yards, and scored 13 touchdowns. 


tion in his eyes as he carries Green Bay’s Ray Nitschke along for 
the ride after taking a pass from Johnny Unitas. But the Packers’ 
irrepressible linebacker held the runner for no gain. Bulaich was 
the Colts’ leading rusher last year with 426 yards, and added 123 
more on 11 pass receptions. 


Defense isn’t always the name of the game. Above: Detroit’s corner- 
back Dick LeBeau brings down Redskin wide receiver Charley Tay- 
lor, but Washington won the game, 31-10. Below: San Diego de- 
fenders—Joe Owens (72), Jim Tolbert (43), Tom Williams (87), Bob 
Babich (60)—open a hole for Patriot fullback Jim Nance who slips 
by unnoticed to score a TD. No matter. The Chargers won, 16-14. 


Above: The Lions fell flat on their faces in their 5-0 loss to Dallas 
in the divisional play-offs December 26. And Lion quarterback Greg 
Landry fell flat on his back after being hit from behind by Dallas’ 
Jethro Pugh (75). Landry’s fumble, recovered by the Cowboys, set 
up a Dallas field goal. Below: Colt wide.receiver Roy Jefferson out- 
races Bengal defenders Lemar Parrish (20) and Fletcher Smith to 
score a TD, the first in the Colts’ 17-0 romp over Cincinnati. 


Viking Jim Marshall (70) is in 
control of the situation as he 
brings down the 49ers’ Ken 
Willard for a one-yard loss in 
the play-off game December 
27. San Francisco won the 
hard-fought battle, 17—14, to 
gain a berth in the NFC 
Championship game. 


Dolphin quarterback Bob 
Griese doesn’t stand a 


“* chance against Oakland’s 


defensive end, Ben David- 
- son. Overmatched by about 
90 pounds, Griese was 
dumped for a four-yard loss 
; on the play. Miami went on 

to lose the divisional baitle, 
* 21-14. 


Above: Oakland's Warren Wells gets it two ways—from behind by 
Colt defender Rick Volk and in front by Jim Duncan. Even so, 
Wells held onto George Blanda’s fourth-quarter 15-yard pass for 
a Raider touchdown to move the team within three points of the 
Colt lead in the AFC Championship game January 3. Below: Colt 
receiver Eddie Hinton can’t quite grab this second period pass 
from Johnny Unitas. But Baltimore did grab the AFC title with a 
27-17 victory over the Raiders. 


Left: San Francisco’s 
Woody Peoples fights off 
Cowboy Jethro Pugh but, 
another Dallas defender, 
Larry Cole, already has 
49er quarterback John 
Brodie in a tight embrace. 
The ball, thrown hurriedly 
by Brodie, wound up in 
the hands of Cowboy Lee 
Roy Jordan and set up a 
third-quarter Dallas 
touchdown on a 13-yard 
run by rookie Duane 
Thomas (below). Dallas 
won the game 17—10, and 
; with it, the NFC Cham- 


Above: Dallas quarter- 
back Craig Morton (14) 
seems to be in good form 
as he looks for a receiver 
during Super Bowl V. But 
looks can be deceiving. 
Morton threw three inter- 
ceptions in the game. 
Left: Injured during the 
second quarter ona 
crushing play by Dallas 
lineman George Andrie, 
the Colts’ Johnny Unitas 
holds an ice pack to his 
ribs. Unitas, out for the 
rest of the game, was re- 
placed by Earl Morrall. 


short gain by a Dallas defender in the opening minutes of the Super 
Bowl. Bulaich was to gain only 28 yards on 18 carries in the game. 
Right: Colt safety Rick Volk has a firm hold on Reggie Rucker who 
just caught a Craig Morton pass. The completion would have been 
good for a second-quarter Dallas first down, but offensive pass 
interference set the Cowboys back on their own 18. 


Baltimore safety Rod Gardin (30) and Dallas safety Cliff Harris 
chase the loose ball after Gardin fumbled a punt return. Dallas re- 
covered to set up the Cowboys’ first score of the Super Bowl, a 
14-yard field goal by Mike Clark. 


Rookie placekicker Jim 
O’Brien jumps for joy as 
his 32-yard field goal wins 
the Super Bowl forthe 
Colts, 16-13, with five =>” 
seconds left to play. Ee 
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three straight years, Phipps patiently awaited his turn. Now 
comes 1971 and Coach Skorich has assured him that the job 
will be his to defend instead of earn, 


Jim Houston: The co-captain of the Brown defense, now in his 
12th year, must be the envy of every kid in Ohio. Jim Houston 
has played at all three levels—high school, college and pro— 
for the most famous teams in the famed football state. Jim 
grew up in Massillon, the “cradle of high school football,” 
where new-bom baby boys get small footballs placed in their 
hospital cribs. He later piayed for Massillon High, following 
in the footsteps of his two brothers who also starred in the pros, 
and then was an All-America at Ohio State. Drafted number 
one by the Browns in 1960, Jim made the club as a defensive 
end, then switched to linebacker where he has come up with 
about two dozen fumble recoveries and interceptions. He 
scored twice one season (1967) on interceptions, including a 
79-yarder. He had one interception last season. 


Fair Hooker: The guy with the funny name for a wide receiver 
put smiles on Cleveland faces in more ways than one. Fair 
Hooker turned out to be a surprise starter after catching only 
two passes (both in the opener) in *69. Not only did he beat 
experienced Homer Jones out of a job, but he relieved a little 
of the tension caused by the Paul Warfield trade. A strong- 
legged former college hurdler, Hooker is tough at dashing 
across the middle of the field or going deep a Ja Warfield. He 
made 28 receptions in his first season as a starter, third on the 
team but tops among its wide receivers. He averaged 17.5 
yards a catch. This season Hooker will again have to carn his 
starting berth, fending off competition from Jones and Chip 
Glass. But regardless of the outcome, he'll be a key to the 
team’s success. 


Joe Jones: The emergence of Joe Jones at defensive end in 
1970 put the final touch on Cleveland’s rebuilt line. Jones had 
a pretty good reputation at Tennessee State, where his coach 
ranked him on par with others who played at the school, such 
as Claude Humphrey, Ben McGee and Verlon Biggs. But no 
one felt he’d be so good as a pro rookie. Jones’ physical assets 
just amplify his promise as a star of the future. He’s 6-6 and 
has high-jumped 6-9. He’s 246 pounds with a build that begs 
to get bigger. Fast for his size, Jones ran a 4.7 40-yard dash in 
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front of Brown fans on Rookie Day in 1970. He’s a step- 


-brother of Charley Jones, who plays for the sae a Red- 
skins. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
CLEVELAND BROWNS 


September 19 Houston; 26 at Baltimore. 

October 4* Oakland; 10 Pittsburgh; 17 at Cincinnati; 24 
Denver; 31 Atlanta. 

November 7 at Pittsburgh; 14 at Kansas City; 21 New En- 
gland; 28 at Houston. 

December 5 Cincinnati; 12 at New Orleans; 19 at Washington. 


* Night game. 
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DENVER 
BRONCOS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—4th (AFC Western) 
Strengths—o bruising front four and Little rushing. 


Biggest needs—a consistent quarterback, some top pass catchers 
and recovery for cornerback Thompson, 


1970 finish—4th (AFC Western, 5—8—1) 


During the off-season the Broncos added a pinch of this 
and took away a little of that in an attempt to come up with 
a concoction which would put Denver in contention for the 
Western Division title. But with all the shifting and trading 
and revising and drafting, the ingredients still lack enough 
rising power to make the Broncos into a real threat this year. 

One addition who could do some immediate good is quarter- 
back Don Horn, whom the Packers traded to Denver in 
exchange for defensive end Alden Roche. Horn has the poten- 
tial to be a top passer; he made good grades in his four years 
with Green Bay. Behind Don are Al Pastrana, who lacks ex- 
perience, second-year man Steve Ramsey (acquired from New 
Orleans), and free agent Gary Beban, the 1967 Heisman 
Trophy winner who thus far has failed to make it in the 
pros. Pete Liske, one of last year’s starters, was traded to 
Philadelphia. The other starter, Steve Tensi, has retired. The 
rookie looking for work, but not likely to find it, is 13th- 
round draft choice Craig Blackford of Evansville College. 

Whether it’s Horn or somebody else who throws the ball, 
he'll miss having veteran Al Denson catching his passes. 
Denson was traded to the Vikings for defensive back John 
Charles (who was then sent to Houston in exchange for 

(Continued on page 174) 
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BRONCOS TEAM ROSTER 


Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Hf. Wt. Age Pro College 
Adams, Doug LB 6-0 223 2) 1 Ohio State 
68 Alexakos, Steve G 6-2 260 24 2 San Jose St. 
Alzado, Lyle DE 6-3 252 22 1 Yankton Col. 


11 Anderson, Bobby RB 6-0 208 23 2 Colorado 
56 Bachman, Jay Cc 62 250 25 4 Cincinnati 
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No. Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 

73 Barnes, Walt DE 6-2 250 27 =6 Nebraska 
Beard, Tom C 66 260 23 #%+I Michigan St 
Beban, Gary QB 6-1 195 25 4 UCLA 
Blackford, Craig QB 6-3% 220 22 #1 Evansville 

72 = Brunelli, Sam T 62 270 28 6 Colo. St. 

51 Butler, Bill LB 6-4 226 27 2 San fesecings 

Valle’ 

63 Costa, Dave DT 6-1 260 29 9 Utah , 

33 Crenshaw, Willis RB 6-1 230 30 #8 Kansas St, 

78 Criter, Ken LB 5-11 223 24 3 Wisconsin 

74 Current, Mike T 6-4 274 26 $5 Ohio St. 
Davis, Derek WR 6-2 198 22 1 Baylor 

55 Duranko, Pete DE 6-2 250 27 5 Notre Dame 
Edgerson, Booker CB 5-10 185 32 10 Western Ill. 

89 Embree, John WR 6-4 194 27 3 Compton, J.C, 

52 Forsberg, Fred LB 6-1 235 27 4=3 Washington 
Franks, Floyd WR 6-0 190 22 1 Mississippi 
Gaiser, George T 64 255 26 3 SMU 
Garrett, Drake DB 5-9 183 25 4 Michigan St, 
Geddes, Bob LB 6-2 240 22 14 UCLA 

67 Goeddeke, George G 63 253 26 5 Notre Dame 

28 Gordon, Cornell CB 6-0 187 30 7 WN. Carolina St. 

20 Greer, Charlie S$ 60 205 25 4 Colorado 

84 Haffner, Mike WR 6-2 205 29 4 
Handy, John LB 6-2% 230 22 1 Purdue 
Harris, Carlis WR 170 22 1. Idaho St. 
Harrison, Dwight WR 6-144 178 22 1 Texas A&l 

86 Hendren, Jerry WR 6-2 187 25 2 Idaho 
Hohn, Bob CB 6-0 185 30 7 Nebraska 
Horn, Don QB 6-2 195 26 5 San Diego St, 

62 Inman, Jerry DT 6-2 256 31 6 Oregon 

87 Jackson, Rich DE 6-3 255 30 6 Southern 
James, Lawrence RB 6-2%4 215 22 JI Norfolk St, 

43 Jaquess, Pete CB 5-1 182 30 8 Eastern New Mex. 
Johnson, Cleophus CB 6-2% 215 22 1 Alcorn A&M 

59 Kaminski, Larry C 62 245 26 6 Purdue 
Kohler, John T 6-5 255 24 +|'| South Dakota 
Kraatz, Richard HB- 60 215 23 I Hillsdale 

44 Little, Floyd RB 5-10 196 29 5 Syracuse 

22 Lynch, Fran RB 6-1 205 26 5 Hofstra 
Lyons, Tommy C 62 228 21 1 Georgia 
McKoy, Bill LB 6-3 235 23 2 Purdue 

47 Martha, Paul CB 6-0 186 29 8 Pittsburgh 

81 Masters, Billy TE 6-5 240 27 5 LSU 
Mitchell, Alvin S 6-4 195 27 4 Morgan St. 
Mitchell, Leroy cB 6-1 195 27 4 Texas Southern 
Montgomery, Mary OT. *6-6. 255. °.23 1 So. California 
Montgomery, Randy “CB 5-11 182 24 1 Weber St. 
Mosier, John TE 63 220 23 2 Kansas 
Myers, Roy RB 6-3 218 23 #4=%+1 North Texas St. 

54 Myrtle, Chip LB 62 225 26 = #+JF Maryland 
Parker, Lloyd CB 6-2 198 22 1 Fayetteville St. 

12 Pastrana, Al QB 6-] 190 26 3 Maryland 
Phillips, Harold CB 5-11%192 22 #+'1 Michigan St, 
Pociak, Jim K 6-1 205 23 1 DePauw 
Ramsey, Steve QB 62 210 24 2 North Texas 
Roberts, Walt WR 5-9 163 28 7 San Jose Si. 
Roitsch, Roger DT 6-2%4 243 22 1 Rice 

26 Saimes, George s 5-11 188 30 9 Michigan St. 

64 Schnitker, Mike G 63 245 24 3 Colorado 
Simesak, Jack K-P 6-1] 185 823 1. Virginia Tech 
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Yrs. 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Sharpe, Greg Te (64> 225" 23 1 Colorado St. 
Shoals, Roger T 64 260 32 9 Maryland 

70 Smith, Paul DT 63 256 26 4 WNew Mexico 

36 Thompson, Bill CB 6-1 201 24 3 Maryland St. 
Thompson Steve DT ‘633° 245 22 1 Minnesota 

35 Turner, Clem RB 6-1 236 26 3. Cincinnati 
Turner, Jim K 6-2 205 30 9&8 Utch St. 
Underwood, Olen LB 6-1 220 29 #=%7Y Texas-Austin 

42 Van Heusen, Bill we 6-1 200 25 4 Maryland 
Wade, Bob CB 6-2 205 26 5 Morgan St. 
Woitt, John CB 5-1) 171 25 4 Mississippi St. 

56 Washington, Dave Eye ess SS 23 2 Alcorn A&M 

83 Whalen, Jim TE 62 210 28 7 Boston Col, 

29 Williams, Wandy RB 6-1 189 25 3 Hofstra 


cornerback Leroy Mitchell—confusing, no?). The veterans 
returning are Bill Van Heusen, Mike Haffner, Jerry Hendren 
and John Embree. Of that group, Van Heusen was the top 
receiver with 16 catches in *70. Additional competition will 
come from Walter Roberts, acquired from Washington during 
the off-season. Knowing that the passing game had to be im- 
proved, head coach Lou Saban drafted three wide receivers, 
Second-round choice Dwight Harrison (Texas A&I), who has 
exceptional speed, is the rookie most likely to make the squad. 
All the rookies are faster than the veterans. The returning 
tight ends are Jim Whalen, Bill Masters and John Mosier. 

Tf the Broncos’ passing attack improves, then they'll have a 
fairly well-balanced offense. Running back Floyd Little keeps 
getting better each year. Last season’s top rookie, Bobby 
Anderson, showed promise and will pair with Little in the 
backfield. Depth comes from veteran Willis Crenshaw, Clem 
Turner and Fran Lynch. Only one running back was drafted 
—tLawrence James (Norfolk State)—-but a couple of free 
agents will get a look. 

The offensive line leaves room for improvement, especially 
When it comes to protecting the passer. The tackles are Sam 
Brunelli and Mike Current, the guards George Goeddeke and 
Mike Schnitker, and Larry Kaminski is at center. Schnitker 
became a starter ahead of right guard Bob Young last year, 
and Young was traded to Houston. The Broncos acquired 
tackle Roger Shoals from Detroit—where he was unhappy— 
and he should provide keen competition. And first-round draft 
choice Marv Montgomery, a 6-6, 255-pound tackle from USC, 
will be bucking the incumbents, too. Others available are sec- 
ond-year man Steve Alexakos, given a good chance of winning 
a starting job at guard, plus rookies John Kohler, the team’s 
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third draft choice in 1970 who is reporting a year late, and 
71 draft choices Tom Beard and Tommy Lyons. 

What kept Denver in a lot of games last year was its de- 
fense, which ranked third in total defense in the AFC (second 
against the rush, and eighth against the pass). The front four, 
led by end Rich Jackson, topped the conference by dropping 
quarterbacks 50 times for losses totalling 456 yards—30 more 
yards than the L.A. Rams amassed on three fewer drops. 
Dave Costa and Paul Smith are the tackles, and Pete 
Duranko is at the other end. Jerry Inman provides solid 
backup strength. Walt Barnes is another returnee, and he'll 
join draft choices Lyle Alzado, Roger Roitsch and Steve 
Thompson in looking for jobs. 

More speed among the linebackers would certainly help 
the pass defense. But against the rush, the linebackers are 
tough. Fred Forsberg starts in the middle, while Dave Wash- 
ington plays the right side. Carl Cunningham was traded to 
Detroit (for Shoals), so in his place Chip Myrtle will prob- 
ably wind up as the starter on the left side. Other candidates 
are Olen Underwood (the ex-Oiler), Bill Butler, Bill McKoy 
and Ken Criter. McKoy didn’t see much action in his rookie 
year, but is expected to do better in *71. The rookies are 
seventh-round draft pick Doug Adams and ninth-round choice 
John Handy. Adams called defensive signals for Ohio State 
the last two years, quite a recommendation. 

The biggest trouble spot on the Bronco’s defense is in the 
secondary, primarily due to the cosfly injury suffered by Bill 
Thompson last year. The outstanding cornerback required 
knee surgery, but is being counted on to make a strong come- 
back this season. Cornell Gordon, another knee surgery 
alumnus, plays the left corner. The reserves are Booker Edger- 
son (yet another knee victim), and Randy Montgomery, a 
1970 draft choice whose rookie season was delayed because 
of—what else?—knee surgery. Leroy Mitchell, from Houston, 
should provide stability at the corners—and might even take 
over a starting job. He was supposed to start for the Oilers 
before they traded him. This year’s Bronco draft choices, 
Cleophus Johnson and Harold Phillips, will both be tried at 
the corners, too, Strong safety Charles Greer will meet com- 
petition from Pete Jaquess and Bob Wade. The free safeties 
are Paul Martha, the Broncos’ interception leader last year 
(six), and veteran George Saimes. 

The Broncos were looking for greater consistency in their 
placekicking game when they acquired Jim Turner from the 
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Jets. Turner has trouble getting his kickoffs deep enough, 
however. Bill Van Heusen handles the punting, and running 
back Bobby Anderson can also fill in there, Seventeenth-round 


draft choice Jack Simcsak (Virginia Tech) will challenge for 
both jobs. 


LOU SABAN: This is Lou Saban’s Silver Anni- 
versary year in professional football. If he 
could choose his gift, the Bronco coach, now 
entering his fifth season as head coach and 
general manager at Denver, would prefer a 
Winning season over anything that glitters. 
Last season it looked like the Broncos were 
ready to click, as they won four of their first five games of 
the campaign. But injuries and mistakes left them for losers 
again. A winner in his own playing days, Lou was a single- 
wing quarterback at the University of Indiana and an All-Big 
Ten selection in 1942. His football progress was impeded by 
three and a half years in the army. But 25 years ago, after 
World War II, Saban signed with the Cleveland Browns, then 
of the All-America Conference, and played linebacker for 
four seasons. In 1948 and ’49 Lou was an All-League selection, 
and in each of the four years he played with the Browns, the 
team won league championships. Lou retired as a player in 
1950 and moved into college coaching. In 1956 Saban left 
football for the insurance business, but returned the following 
season as head coach at Western Illinois. In 1959 the Leather- 
necks were undefeated and ranked second in the nation among 
small colleges. Saban returned to professional football in 1960 
as head coach of the newly formed Boston Patriots of the 
AFL, but midway through the *61 season he went to Buffalo 
as directot of players. In 1962, after the Bills had finished last 
in the AFL’s Eastern Division the year before, Saban was 
named head coach, and by 1963 the Bills had moved up to 
second place in the Eastern Division. Then, in 1964 and ’65, 
Saban directed the Bills to divisional titles and AFL champion- 
ships and was yoted Coach of the Year both times. He re- 
turned to the college ranks (Maryland) for a season before 
being lured out to Denver in 1967. 


Floyd Little: Denver’s running game was in good shape last 
season because halfback Floyd Little stayed relatively healthy. 


DENVER BRONCOS 177 


Floyd wound up as the conference rushing leader with 901 
yards and led the AFC in attempts with 209. Little played in 
all 14 regular-season games—the final two with a broken 
bone in his back. The first number one draft choice ever signed 
by the Broncos (in 1967), Little was a record-breaker at Syra- 
cuse before moving up to the pros. Always quick, the 5-10, 
198-pounder has more football savvy now. He managed 901 
yards rushing last season despite playing behind an offensive 
line weakened by injuries. In his rookie season he led the AFL 
in punt returning and ranked third in kickoff returns. Though 
he missed three games with an ankle injury in his sophomore 
year, Floyd managed to gain 584 yards and was the only AFL 
player to rank in the top ten in rushing, kickoff returns and 
punt returns. In *69 a knee injury took him out of action for 
almost six full games, but he still rushed for 729 yards. He’s 
a tough, gutsy runner and can break loose for big gainers; last 
season he had an 80-yard touchdown run. 


Rich Jackson; If Floyd Little kept the Broncos’ offense moving 
last year, then Rich Jackson was most responsible for getting 
the ball for the offense. Aggressive and mean, Jackson, a 6-3, 
256-pound defensive end, is the leader of the Broncos’ front 
four. Now entering his fifth year with Denver, Rich became a 
starter at right defensive end in 1967. He’s not the biggest end 
around, but he’s one of the quickest and strongest. “I’ve played 
against offensive tackles who were 6-8,” says Rich, “and I just 
go by them like they weren’t-there.” For the third straight year 
Rich won first team All-Pro honors; last year his selection was 
unanimous, Rich’s hometown, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, must 
be the quietest place in the country; he’s deputy sheriff there 
during the off-season. 


Bon Horn: After four seasons as backup quarterback to Green 
Bay’s Bart Starr, Don Horn, the Packers’ 1967 number one 
draft choice out of San Diego State, will have his best shot at 
a starting job this season, The Broncos acquired Horn during 
the off-season in exchange for defensive end Alden Roche. 
Horn, a 6-2, 195-pounder, has a strong arm, but limited ex- 
perience, Going into last season, Don had a career completion 
percentage of 53.4 and had set Packer passing records in 1969 
by completing 22 of 31 passes for 410 yards and five touch- 
downs in a game. Although Don completed the longest pass in 
the NFC last year, an 89-yarder to Carroll Dale for a touch- 
down, he made a poor showing statistically. He completed only 
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36.8 percent of his passes, and of only 76 attempts, 10 were 
intercepted. 


Dave Costa: With the Broncos for four years now, it is prob- 
ably safe to say that defensive tackle Dave Costa has found a 
home. Costa was originally with the Oakland Raiders, and then 
was traded to Buffalo prior to the 1966 season. Saban brought 
him along to Denver in *67. Costa, a sturdy 6-1, 265-pounder, 
has been the Broncos’ defensive captain since he joined the 
club. Extremely effective against the rush, Dave has excellent 
speed and quick reactions. He was an AFL All-Star from 1967 
through '69. In his first year in 1963, Dave not only was run- 
ner-up for Rookie of the Year honors, but was one of only two 
rookies selected to play in the AFL All-Star game. 


Bob Anderson: The Broncos weren't disappointed with Bob 
Anderson last. year. In his rookie season, Anderson, Denver’s 
number one draft choice in 1970, gained 368 yards on only 83 
attempts to rank second on the club in rushing. He and Floyd 
Little provide a powerful one-two running punch for the 
Broncos. A six-foot, 208-pounder out of Colorado, where he 
played quarterback and halfback, Anderson holds 18 Colorado 
football records including those for career total offense (5,017 
yards), career rushing (2,738 yards) and career points scored 
(242). His total offense yardage is an all-time Big Eight record. 
A first team All-America in 1969, Bobby showed steady im- 
provement throughout the 1970 pro season. On kickoff returns 
he led the club, returning 21 for 520 yards. He is the brother 
of Miami defensive back Dick Anderson. 


Paul Martha: The Broncos’ interception leader last year was 
Paul Martha, the veteran safetyman who ranked tenth in the 
NEL with six thefts. Martha, who was traded to Denver from 
Pittsburgh last year, is entering his eighth year in the pros. The 
Steelers had drafted him first in 1964 out of the University of 
Pittsburgh, where he was an offensive player. A sharp tackler, 
the six-foot, 186-pound Martha has fine football instincts 
which make up for his lack of speed. Since shifting to defense 
in 1966, Martha has intercepted 21 passes. He has scored a 
touchdown only once—on a 60-yard fumble recovery in 1968. 


Jim Turner: There’s no job security anywhere. Jim Turner, the 
Jets’ kicking specialist who was the AFL’s scoring champion 
in 1968 and *69, is now with Denver—exchanged in the off- 
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season for the Broncos’ *70 kicker, Bobby Howfield. What the 
Broncos are getting is the 13th all-time NFL scorer who holds 
the professional single season record of 34 field goals, Jim’s 
accomplishment in 1968, the Jets’ Super Bowl year. Last sea- 
son Turner ranked only fifth in the AFC with 85 points on 19 
of 35 field goals and 28 PATs, which just goes to prove that a 
kicker can’t do it alone. Jim is 30 and entering his eighth year 
as a pro. 


Jim Whaten: The Broncos traded for Jim Whalen prior to the 
1970 season and got a whale of a job out of the six-year vet- 
eran. Jim blocks well enough for his size (6-2, 210) and has 
good hands. He caught 36 passes last year for 503 yards and 
three touchdowns, second on the club to the now-traded Al 
Denson. In 1968, with the Patriots, Jim had his best year as a 
pro, leading all AFL tight ends in receiving with 47 catches 
for 718 yards and seven touchdowns, Jim, a product of Boston 
College, is 28 and has a degree in business administration. 


Cornell Gordon: New York Jets coach Weeb Ewbank was dis- 
appointed with Cornell Gordon and traded him to Denver 
before the 1970 season began. Once noted as a hard tackler, 
the six-year veteran was held back by injury in his last couple 
of seasons in New York, “He’s never going to be a killer, that’s 
not his instinct,’ said Ewbank during the °69 season. Lou 
Saban took a-chance on Gordon and wasn’t disappointed. Al- 
ways quick, with fine speed, the experienced Gordon was a 
stabilizing force in the Broncos’ injury-riddled defensive sec- 
ondary. The six-foot, 187-pounder, made three interceptions 
and appeared to regain his confidence. In 1963 the Jets tabbed 
Gordon as a future draft choice out of North Carolina A&T. 
He was the first black man ever named to the All-State team 
in North Carolina, 


larry Kaminski: No matter who was playing quarterback for 
the Broncos last year, Larry Kaminski was always in front of 
him snapping the ball. Larry, now entering his sixth season as 
a pro after being a three-year regular and All-Big Ten center 
at Purdue in 1965, has been Denver’s starting center for the 
better part of the past five years. Always consistent in his play, 
the 6-2, 240-pounder has shown steady improvement in his 
blocking. During his college days, Larry was called by Michi- 
gan State coach Duffy Daugherty, “the best center the Spartans 
faced in 1965." 
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Willis Crenshaw: Although he didn’t have a great year carrying 
the ball, 230-pound fullback Willis Crenshaw did a superb job 
of blocking for the Broncos in 1970. Crenshaw, who came to 
Denver in a trade with St. Louis after the 69 season, gained 
only 200 yards on the ground for only a 2.9-yard average 
gain. But the seven-year veteran can also catch the ball; in 
1970 he wound up with 18 receptions for an additional 105 
yards. Originally drafted by St. Louis in the ninth round of 
the ’64 college draft (out of Kansas State), Willis gained more 
than 500 yards only once—in 1968 he bullied his way to 813 
yards and scored six TDs to rank seventh in the league in 
rushing. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
DENVER BRONCOS 


September 19 Miami; 26 at Green Bay (Milwaukee). 

October 3 Kansas City; 10 at Oakland; 17 San Diego; 24 at 
Cleveland; 31 at Philadelphia. 

November 7 Detroit; 14 Cincinnati; 21 at Kansas City; 28 at 
Pittsburgh, 

December 5 Chicago; 12 at San Diego; 19 Oakland. 
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HOUSTON 
OILERS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—4th (AFC Central) 

Strengths—speed and experience in the secondary, LeVias’ game- 
breaking receptions, two good tight ends in Reed and Frazier. 
Biggest needs—stronger pass rush, consistent passing attack, and 

an outside running threat. 
1970 finish—4th (AFC Central, 3—10-1) 


The Oilers have been trying to pump riches out of a dry 
well ever since they captured the AFL’s Eastern Division title 
in 1967. But last year, despite bringing in a new signal-caller 
to raise the production level, they slumped even further below 
the .500 mark than they had in 1969. 

The Oilers keep drilling in hopes of hitting a gusher. It’s 
possible they struck two gushers during the off-season. Houston 
used its first two draft choices to acquire quarterbacks Dan 
Pastorini (Santa Clara) and Lynn Dickey (Kansas State), 
both big, both outstanding college passers. New head coach 
Ed Hughes isn’t afraid of going with a rookie if he proves 
ready, but the odds on a quick transition to the pro game by 
a quarterback are very low; ask Terry Bradshaw. That means 
Charley Johnson, hindered by injuries last year, and Jerry 
Rhome, who did a good job of filling in, will battle for the 
starting job. : 

No matter who throws the passes, the Oilers have out- 
standing young receivers to catch them. Jerry LeVias was 
slowed somewhat by an injury last season, but is still a big 
threat. Split end Charlie Joiner recovered from a broken arm 

(Continued on page 184) 
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Watson* Reed 


Joiner 
Beirne Musgrove Young Autry Saul Frazier 
Zaeske Jackson*  Thompson® Mendenhall* —_Bishop Davis 
Atkins Hoing* Rice* 
Hughes* Barnes* 
03 a 
HB €. Johnson FB FL 
Richardsen Rhome Dawkins Levias 
Campbell Pastorini* R. Hopkins Haik 
Armstrong* Dickey* Smiley Burrougtt 
A. Hopkins® Wiliams* 
OFFENSIVE UNIT Reynolds 
*Rookie 
‘OILERS TEAM ROSTER 
Ys. 
No. Name Pos. Hf. Wt. Age Pro College 
26 Adams, Dick DB 6-0 195 23 1 Miami (Ohio) 
19 Alexander, Willie cB 6-2 1954 “23 T Alcorn A&M 
40 Alshouse, Bucky DB 5-11 195 21 1 Rice 
30 Armstrong, Willie RB 6-2 230 21 1 Grambling 
48 Atkins, Bob WR 6-3 210 25 4 Grambling 
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No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
61 Autry, Hank Cc 63 240 24 3 So. Mississippi 
69 Barnes, Jim G 64 240 26 1 Arkansas 
81 Beirne, Jim WR 6-2 196 25 4 Purdue 
65 Betheo, Elvin DE 6-3 262 25 4 No. Corolina A&T 
66 Bishop, Sonny G 62 245 32 9 Fresno St. 
52 Boyette, Garland LB 6-1 Pao Tad 8 Grambling 
73 Brooks, Leo DT 6-5% 266 24 2 Texas-Austin 
00 Burrough, Ken WR 6-4 2A 2s 2 Texas Southern 
35 Campbell, Woody RB 5-11 208 27 #5 Northwestern 
Charles, John DB 6-1 200 27 5. Purdue 
59 Croyle, Phil {B 6-3 220 24 1 California 
84 Davis, Donnie TE (6-3 225 31 3 Southern 
34 Dawkins, Joe RB 5-11 220 23 2 Wisconsin 
10 Dickey, Lynn QB 64 218 21 1 Kansas St. 
71 Domres, Tom DT 6-3 260 25 4 Wisconsin 
21 Douglas, John cB 6-1 195 26 4 Texas Southern 
75 Drungo, Elbert AE 6-5 250 28 3. Tennessee St. 
31  Fabish, James DB 5-11 185 24 1 Texas-El Paso 
49 Fox, Calvin LB 6-2 220 23 1 Michigan St. 
83 Frazier, Willie TE 6-5 250 29 8 Arkansas AM&N 
3  Gerela, Roy K 5-10 185 23 3 NewMexico St. 
86 Haik, Mac WR 6-1 195 25 4 Mississippi 
54 Harvey, Claude LB 6-4 225 23 2 Praitie View 
67 Hoing, Joe G 6-3 245 23 J Arkansas Tech 
27 ~Holland, James DB 6-0 180 8=21 1 Jackson St. 
79 Holmes, Pat DE 6-5 250 31 & Texas Tech 
28 Hopkins, Andy RB 5-10 187 2) 1 S.F. Austin 
36 Hopkins, Roy RB 6-1 215 26 5 Texas Southern 
29 Houston, Ken s 6-3 196 27 § Proirie View 
45 Howard, Leroy BE Sell (75) Zi 1 Bishop Col. 
25 Hughes, Macon WR 6-1 200 21 1 Rice 
72 Jackson, Larron T; 6-3 270 21 1 Missouri 
55 Jenkins, Rayford LB 6-1 220 «21 1 Alcorn A&M 
33. Johnson, Benny CB 5-11 178 23 2 J.C. Smith 
12 Johnson, Charley QB 6-1 190 33 11 New Mexico St 
18 Joiner, Charlie WR 5-11 188 24 3 Grambling 
11 Jones, Spike P 6-2 190 24 2 Georagia 
23 LeVias, Jerry WR 5-10 178 25 3. Southern 
Methodist 
50 Maples, Bobby G 6-4 245 29 7 Baylor 
51 Mendenhall, Ken GC 6-3 235 23 2 Oklahoma 
22 Moore, Zeke CB 6-2 196 28 5 Lincoln U. 
77 Musgrove, Spain T 64 270 26 5 Utah State 
Olerich, Dave LB 6-1 2255 26. 5 San Francisco 
74° Parker, Willie DT 6-3 275 26 5 Arkansas AMRN 
7 Pastorini, Dan QB 63 216 21 1 Santa Clara 
44 Peacock, Johnny $s 6-1 200 24 3 Houston 
47 Preston, Ronald RB 62 215 23 1 Washington 
80 Price, Russell DE 6-5 265. 2) 1 No. Carolina Cen. 
58 Pritchard, Ron LB 6-1 235 24 3. Arizona St. 
82 Reado, John DT 6-4 278 23 1 Southern 
89 Reed, Alvin TE &5 225 27 5 Prairie View 
60 Regner, Tom G 6-1 255 27 5 Netre Dame 
A2 Reynolds, James RB 5-11 210 21 1 Quachita Baptist 
17 =Rhome, Jerry QB 6-0 188 29 7 Tulsa 
85 Rice, Floyd TE 6-3 220 21 1 Alcorn A&M 
24 Richardson, Mike RB 5+117 196 25 3 Southern 
Methodist 
88 Robinson, Lafayette DE 6-3 248 23 1 Norfolk St. 
7O Rowe, Dave DT 6-7 280 26 5 Penn State 
64 Saul, Ron G 6-2 255 23 2 Michigan St 
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Yrs, 
No, Name Pos. Ht, Wt. Age Pro College 
39 Smiley, Tom RB 6-2 224 27 4 Lamar Tech 
62 Sturm, Jerry T-G 6-3 265 34 11 Iflinois 
76 Suggs, Walt T 65 250 32 10 # Mississippi St. 
57 Svitak, Steve LB 6-1 235: «21 1 Boise St. 
63 Thompson, John OM Best 257) 2) 1 Minnesota 
Tilleman, Mike DT 6-6 280 27 6 Montana 
53 Wainscott, Loyd LB 6-2 235 25 3  Texas-Austin 
A6 Walsh, Ward RB 14-0 (275-2) 1 Colorado 
68 Watson, Larry T 6-5 255 23 1 Morgan St. 
90 Webster, George {B 6-4% 223 26 5 Michigan St. 
38 Williams, Terry RB 6-3 226 24 1 Grambling 
Young, Bob G 6-2 256 29 6 Howard Payne 
87 Zaeske, Paul WR 6-2 200 26 3 North Pork Col. 


to come on strong in the second half of the season. It’s ex- 
pected that second-year man Ken Burrough, acquired in a 
trade with New Orleans for running back Hoyle Granger, will 
be a tough competitor. Ken, the Saints’ first draft choice in 
*70, didn’t see much action Jast year, but he has excellent 
speed and is considered to have “the potential of becoming a 
6-4 Paul Warfield.” Others available are converted safety 
Bob Atkins, Mac Haik and Jim Beime. Haik and Beirne are 
not fast, but they hold what they touch. 

Alvin Reed and ex-Charger Willie Frazier, returning to the 
Oilers, will battle it out at tight end. Both are big, strong, 
excellent blockers, good pass catchers and fast. Third-year 
man Donnie Davis will be around, too, along with ninth- 
round draft choice Floyd Rice. 

However, if the Oilers expect to:make progress and main- 
tain an efficient passing game, they will have to show a big 
improvement on the ground. Last season injuries hobbled 
Granger and Woody Campbell and Houston gained only 
1,556 yards rushing. If not for Mike Richardson, Roy Hop- 
kins and rookie Joe Dawkins, there would have been a big 
void in the Houston offense. This season Dawkins and Rich- 
ardson are listed as the starters, with Campbell and Hopkins 
the backup men. If the youngsters fulfill the promise they 
showed last year, then rookies Andy Hopkins and Willie 
Armstrong, rated the top contenders, won’t have much chance 
to break in. 

One of these days Walt Suggs will be only a memory, but 
Suggs, a starter since 1962, is back again at his left tackle 
slot this year. Filling out the line are guards Tom Regner and 
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Elbert Drungo and center Bobby Maples, but tackle Glen Ray 
Hines was traded to New Orleans. Spain Musgrove, being 
shifted from defensive end to offensive tackle, could take over 
for Hines. It's expected that Regner, hit with a knee injury 
last year, will regain top form again in *71. The leading chal- 
lengers are guard Ron Saul, coming back from knee surgery, 
ex-Bronco Bob-Young (who lost his starting guard job last 
year and was traded to Houston for reserve linebacker Olen 
Underwood), and center Hank Autry, another knee victim. 

The: Oilers finished last in the AFC in total defense Jast 
year, but if they can at least improve their pass rush, the 
situation might not be so bad this season. Elvin Bethea and 
Pat Holmes are the incumbents at the ends. Coach Hughes 
has no complaints about Bethea’s performance the last two 
years, but says Elvin can and will do better. Tackle Dave 
Rowe, acquired from New Orleans, isn’t assured of a starting 
job, but is pretty certain of getting one as is Mike Tilleman, 
acquired from New Orleans. The 6-7, 280-pound Rowe has 
excellent pursuit; he will be a-big help on the pass rush. Rowe 
and Tilleman should displace Willie Parker and Tom Domres, 
the returning regular tackles. Also available for duty on the 
line is Leo- Brooks; he saw limited action as a rookie last year, 
but shows promise. 

If the great George Webster can make it back from knee 
surgery this year, the Oilers will possess a fine linebacking 
trio. Webster, who missed seven games in °70, is on the left 
side, third-year man Ron Pritchard is on the right, and Gar- 
land Boyette, starting his eighth pro season, is in the middle. 
This will be Pritchard’s second season as a starter; a fine red- 
dogger, last year he ranked second to Bethea in getting to the 
quarterback. The reserves are Claude Harvey and Loyd 
Wainscott, but they'll meet competition from a large group of 
rookies. . 

The Oilers traded starting cornerback Leroy Mitcheil to 
Denver in exchange for John Charles during the off-season, 
just after Charles had been traded to the Broncos from Minne- 
sota. Charles, John Douglas (who missed the entire *70 season 
with a bad back) and second-year man Benny Johnson, con- 
sidered the fastest of the Oilers’ defensive backs, will compete 
for the vacant starting job. Pro Bowler Zeke Moore is the 
starter at right cornerback. The rookie with the best chance 
of breaking in at the corners is Willie Alexander, drafted on 
the sixth round out of Alcorn A&M. The safeties are Ken 
Houston and Johnny Peacock, 
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Roy Gerela had a good rookie season as the Oiler place- 
kicker, Houston also got good punting (42.4-yard average) 
out of another rookie, Spike Jones. Spike had the longest 
punt in the NFL last year, a 73-yarder. 


ED HUGHES: “In sandlot games I was the kid 
in the neighborhood who organized the 
games and put the plays in,” recalls Ed 
Hughes. Last January, Hughes was named 
to replace Wally Lemm as Oiler head coach, 
thus culminating a three-month search by 
Houston. Most recently the 49ers’ offensive 
coach, the 43-year-old Hughes has 11 years of pro coaching 
behind him, After a season as offensive backfield coach at his 
alma mater, Tulsa, in 1959, Hughes took over the same job 
with the AFL Dallas Texans, under Hank Stram. In 1963 
he moved to the Denver Broncos, and in 1964 the Redskins 
hired him away as a defensive backfield coach. He joined the 
49ers in 1968 when Dick Nolan was appointed head coach; 
Hughes and Nolan are longtime friends—they were teammates 
with the New York Giants and Hughes is married to, Nolan’s 
sister. As the offensive coach at San Francisco, Ed directed 
the 49ers’ supercharged offense, which led the NFL last year 
in total offense, passing offense and scoring. A freshman 
quarterback at North Carolina State, Hughes transferred to 
Tulsa in his sophomore year and played offensive and defen- 
sive halfback there. The Los Angeles Rams drafted him on 
the tenth round in 1954 and he was traded to New York 
before his third year in the pros. Ed spent three seasons with 
the Giants. Hughes has always wanted to be a head coach in 
the pros. “You want to see how all the things you’ve learned 
can work for you when you’re running the show,” he says. 
Now he has his chance with Houston. 


Charley Johnson: When the Oilers traded Pete Beathard to 
St. Louis for Charley Johnson last year, it was expected that 
the addition of the 10-year veteran quarterback would give 
Houston a lift. Instead Johnson was hampered by injuries 
most of the season—first a broken collarbone and then a 
damaged knee. He missed only two games, but the injuries 
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~ bothered him even when he did play. Even so, Johnson fin- 
ished with a 51.2 completion percentage, passing for 1,652 
yards and seven TDs. An experienced play-caller, the 32-year- 
old Johnson has a good arm to go with his 6-1, 190-pound 
build, although he has never been an outstanding long passer. 
He originally attended New Mexico State on a basketball 
scholarship, but switched to football and led the team to two 
Sun Bowl titles. 


Zeke Moore: During his first two seasons with the Oilers, Zeke 
Moore did an excellent job as a punt and kickoff returner. 
But in 1969 he finally got his chance to be the starting right 
cornerback, and since then the 6-1, 198-pounder has proved 
that’s where he belongs. A punishing tackler, Moore was one 
of only two Oilers who represented the team in the Pro 
Bow} last season, a season in which Zeke led Houston in inter- 
ceptions with six. He’s extremely fast, able to keep up with 
the swiftest receivers. Moore was a fifth-round draft pick in 
1967. 


Alvin Reed: One of the outstanding blockers in the league, 
tight end Alvin Reed was also the Oilers’ leading receiver 
for the second consecutive year in 1970. Reed ranked fourth 
in the AFC last season with 47 receptions for 604 yards and 
two touchdowns. In 1969 he caught 51 passes. Signed as a 
free agent out of Prairie View in 1967, the bruising, 6-5, 230- 
pounder has deceptive speed, good moves and big hands. Reed 
was always a superb blocker and has worked hard to develop 
into a top-flight receiver. Only 27, he’s still improving and ap- 
pears to have a bright future ahead of him. 


Woody Campbell: Last season was supposed to be a comeback 
year for running back Woody Campbell. Now 1971 is slated 
as the season for his comeback instead. Since his rookie year 
in 1967, when Woody rushed for 511 yards and was named 
to the All-Star squad, he’s been only a part-time player. Mili- 
tary duty prevented him from practicing during the week in 
1968, although he could play on weekends, and he spent most 
» Of the 1969 season in Viet Nam, returning in time for the 
final four games. Last year Woody missed eight games with 
a broken toe. He gained only 189 yards before the injury. 
Tt is hoped that the 5-11, 205-pound Campbell will be back 
in top form again this year, In addition to possessing good 
drive and excellent balance, Woody is a top-rated blocker. 
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Ken Houston: Along with Zeke Moore, safetyman Ken Hous- ~ 
ton was selected for the Pro Bowl squad last year, which says 
something for the Oilers’ defensive secondary. Houston, 6-3 
and 190 pounds, is one of the best at his business and has 
been since he took charge as strong safety in his rookie year 
(1967). He was a member of the AFL’s All-Star team in °68 
and ’69, Houston has tremendous speed, is a crushing tackler 
and plays intelligently. Last season he made three intercep- 
tions, but for the first time since he joined the Oilers didn’t 
return one for a touchdown. 


Jerry Levias: Last February 20, a young man who identified 
himself as Jerry Levias, the Oilers’ star fianker, strolled into 
the Detroit Tigers’ spring training camp and announced that 
he wanted to switch to baseball. The news spread quickly, to 
say the least. If it had been true, the story would have indeed 
been sensational. But it was only a slick Detroit con man pull- 
ing the biggest hoax of the season. The real Jerry Levias got 
a good laugh out of it. Not that the 5-10, 175-pound wide re- 
ceiver is a stranger to baseball; Levias also played second 
base at SMU and hit .305. But Jerry has no thoughts of leav- 
ing football. Things are going too well. Last season he was 
competing for the AFC receiving title until a late-season injury 
slowed him down. Even so, he caught 41 passes for 529 yards 
and scored five touchdowns. In his rookie season in *69, Levias 
had set a new AFL record with a total of 73 punt and kickoff 
returns, He became the starting flanker after the sixth game 
and caught 42 passes for 696 yards. Considered the most ex- 
citing player in Oiler history, Levias runs with outstanding 
speed, can jump high, and has sure hands and extraordinary 
moves. “Levias couldn’t pass a drunk test,” says a pro scout. 
“He’s unable to run a straight line,” 


Elvin Bethea: In his first season with the Oilers in 1968, Elvin 
Bethea was tried at offensive guard and tackle before he 
finally found his rightful place at defensive end. In *69 he 
was named to the Eastern All-Star team after he had Jed the 
Oilers in getting to the enemy passer. Last season Bethea led 
the club again in that department. Considering his size—6-3, » 
262 pounds—Bethea has remarkable quickness and speed. » 
With more experience he should become one of the best de- 
fensive ends in the league. Houston drafted him on the third 
round in “68 out of North Carolina A&T, where he had been 
named to the All-NAIA team in his junior and senior years 
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Jerry Rhome: When Charley Johnson wasn’t on the field last 
year, number two quarterback Jerry Rhome took over. Like 
Johnson, Rhome was new to the Oilers, too. He was traded 
by Cleveland to Houston during the 1969-70 off-season. 
Tronically, the Oilers had drafted Jerry back in 1965, but the 
onetime Tulsa quarterback (he set collegiate passing records 
there) decided to try his luck with the Cowboys of the NFL. 
In his six pro seasons (four with Dallas), Rhome hasn’t 
played much; until last year he had a career total of only 94 
pass attempts and a 48.9 completion percentage. Off his per- 
formance in 1970, however, the six-foot, 188-pounder is ex- 
pected to battle Johnson for the starting job this season. 
Rhome wound up last year with a 52.4 pass completion per- 
centage, throwing for 1,031 yards; five passes went for touch- 
downs. He tied for the longest pass play in the AFC in 1970 
—an 87-yarder. 


Joe Dawkins: The Oilers’ running game last year depended on 
Hoyle Granger and Woody Campbell—or so it seemed until 
those two veterans were sidelined with injuries, In came a 
5-11, 220-pound rookie named Joe Dawkins, drafted way 
down on the tenth round by the Oilers in 1970, and the former 
Wisconsin running back soon proved he belonged in the pros. 
Dawkins, 22, led the team in rushing with 517 yards on 124 
carries for a 4.2-yard average. He was the only Oiler to rush 
for over 100 yards in a game last year—143 yards and two 
TDs against Cleveland. A powerful runner, Dawkins has ex- 
cellent balance and a tremendous second effort. With Granger 
gone in a trade, Joe figures to be a starter again. 


Elbert Drungo: Last season, his second year as a pro, Elbert 
Drungo earned a starting job on the offensive line. Used as a 
backup tackle in his rookie year, in addition to working on 
the special teams, Drungo took over at right guard and did 
an excellent job. Despite his size (6-5, 250 pounds), Drungo 
has outstanding quickness and speed for a guard. Of course, 
he can still be used at tackle if necessary. The Oilers’ third 
draft choice in 1969, Drungo was an All-Conference tight 
end for three seasons at Tennessee State. 


Walt Suggs: Nine-year veteran Walt Suggs has been with the 
Oilers longer than any other player on the squad. Houston 
made him a third-round draft choice out of Mississippi State 
in 1961. His pro career almost ended before it began. Walt 
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got homesick in training camp and quit the team. He was 
persuaded to return, however, and hasn’t been sorry; nor 
have the Oilers. Suggs became a starting offensive tackle as a 
sophomore pro; he hasn’t missed a game since the ’61 season. 
For the past five years Walt has been Houston’s offensive 
captain. A hard worker who plays despite injuries, he remains 
one of the most underrated offensive tackles in the pros. At 
6-5 and 260 pounds, Suggs has good size and adequate speed. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
HOUSTON OILERS 


September 19 at Cleveland; 26 Kansas City. 

October 3 New Orleans; 10 at Washington; 17 Detroit; 24 at 
Pittsburgh; 31 Cincinnati. 

November 7 at New England; 14 at Oakland; 21 at Cincinnati; 
28 Cleveland. 

December 5 Pittsburgh; 12 at Buffalo; 19 San Diego. 
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KANSAS CITY 
CHIEFS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—2nd (AFC Western) 


Strengths—an enviable defensive secondary, potentially outstand- 
ing runners, and Stenerud’s kicking. 


Biggest needs—an improved passing attack. 
1970 finish—2nd (AFC Western, 7—5—2) 


The Chiefs are on the warpath. So says head coach Hank 
Stram. whose “football of the ’70s” suffered a setback in the 
very first season of the decade when K.C. managed only seven 
victories. Depending on how you look at it, the Chiefs are as 
strong as they were in 1969, when they won the AFL Cham- 
pionship—or not quite good enough, as they were last season, 
when they finished second in the AFC West. “We must go on 
the attack,” says Stram. “We must make things happen.” 

Len Dawson, entering his 15th season as the Chiefs’ quarter- 
back, must make things happen. But Dawson is 36 years old, 
and the going gets tougher for him each year. Mike Living- 
ston is the second-string passer. In the last two seasons he’s 
started eight games—and all wound up as victories for the 
Chiefs. For added depth there are veterans John Huarte and 
Tom Flores, both of whom joined K.C. in 1969 when Dawson 
was injured, and rookie Chuck Hixson, drafted on the 13th 
round out of SMU. Hixson throws well but is smallish and 
slow. 

Last season the Chiefs ranked 12th in the conference in 
passing offense, primarily because two of their top three re- 
ceivers, Gloster Richardson and Frank Pitts, missed time with 
injuries. Otis Taylor was the club leader with 34 receptions. 

(Continued on page 194) 
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"Rookie 
CHIEFS TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Adamle, Mike RB 5-9 Lh ed) | 1 Northwestern 
Allen, Jerry WR 6-2 189 25 1 Alabama St. U. 
Allen, Nathaniel CB 5-10 170 21 1 Texas Southern 
Allison, Bill RB 5-11 222 23 1 E. Texas St. 

84 Arbanas, Fred TE 63 245 33 411 = Michigan St. 
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No. 


Nome 


Armstrong, Richard 
Bell, Bobby 
Belser, Ceaser 
Bergey, Bruce 
Blancus, Arnold 
Brown, Aaron 
Buchonan, Buck 
Budde, Ed 
Cannon, Billy 
Culp, Curley 
Daney, George 
Dawkins, Richard 
Dawson, Len 
Esposito, Tony 
Flores, Tom 
Gosnell, Doug 
Hadley, David 
Hansen, Holger 
Hawes, Alvin 
Hayes, Wendell 
Hews, Robert 
Hill, Dave 

Hines, Jimmy 
Hixson, Chuck 
Holmes, Robert 
Holub, E. J. 
Homan, Dennis 
Huarte, John 
Hurston, Chuck 
Ingles, Guy 

Ivy, Lloyd 
Jankowski, Bruce 
Jansonius, Darrel 
Kearney, Jim 
Lanier, Willie 
Lewis, Scott 
Liggett, Bob 
Livingston, Mike 
Lynch, Jim 
McVea, Warren 
Marsalis, James 
Mays, Jerry 
Mitchell, Willie 
Montgomery, Mike 
Moorman, Mo 
Oriard, Mike 
Pitts, Frank 
Podolak, Ed 
Porter, Lewis 
Prudhomme, Remi 
Reardon, Kerry 
Robinson, Dave 
Robinson, Johnny 
Rudnay, Jack 
Sellers, Goldie 
Sensibaugh, Mike 
Smith, Sid 

Stein, Bob 
Stenerud, Jan 
Stevens, Morcus 
Stevenson, Major 
Stroud, Morris 
Taylor, Otis 
Telander, Rick 


Yrs. 
Wt. Age Pro 


- 
3 Ap 


~ 
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College 


No. Corolinag A&T 
Minnesota 
Arkansas AM&N 
UCLA 

Montana 
Minnesota 
Grambling 
Michigan St. 
Louisiana St, 
Arizona St: 
Texas-£! Paso 
J. C. Smith 
Purdue 
Pittsburah 

U. of Pacific 
Utah St. 
Alcorn A&M 
Utah St. 
Minnesota 
Humboldt 
Princeton 
Auburn 

Texas Southern 
SMU. 


Southern U. 
Texas Tech. 
Alabama 
Notre Deme 
Auburn 
Nebraska 
Alabama St, 
Ohio St. 
lowa St. 
Prairie View 
Moraan St. 
Grambling 
Nebraska 
SMU 

Notre Dame 
Houston 
Tennessee St. 
SMU 


Tennessee St. 
S.W. Texas St. 
Texas ARM 
Notre Dome 
Southern U. 
lowa U. 
Southern U. 
LSU 


lowa 
Jacksonville St. 
LSU 


Northwestern 
Grambling 
Ohio St. 

USC 
Minnesota U, 
Montana St. 
Arkansas AM&N 
Texas-El Paso 
Clark College 
Prairie View 
Northwestern 
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Yrs. 

No. Namo Pos. Ht. Wf. Age Pro College 

18 Thomas, Emmitt CB 62 192 28 6 Bishop 

7A Trosch, Gene DT 6-7 260 26 3 Miami 

77 «Tyrer, Jim T +66 270 32 411 += Ohio St. 

81 Upshaw, Marvin DE 64 260 24 4 Trinity 

54 Werner, Ciyde LB 64 225 23 #%I Washington 
White, Jeff P 5-11 188 23 1 Texas-El Paso 

44 Wilson, Jerrel P 64 222 28 99 Southern 

Mississippi 

Wright, Elmo WR 6-0 203 21 1 Houston 
Young, Wilbur DT 66 305 21 1 William Penn 


Richardson has been traded to Dallas in exchange for Dennis 
Homan, a young receiver with good speed. He'll compete 
for a job along with Olympic sprinter Jimmy Hines (a flop 
with the Dolphins) and Louis Porter, both of whom joined 
the team last year, The best rookie prospect is Elmo Wright, 
the Chiefs’ number one draft choice. The Houston All-Amer- 
ican has out-of-sight speed and moves, although somebody 
may kill him if he keeps doing that boastful little dance every 
time he scores. 

Fred Arbanas is no longer a fixture at tight end. He in- 
jured his knee last season, missed a good deal of playing time, 
and underwent surgery during the off-season. He’ll meet tough 
competition from Morris Stroud who, at 6-10, is the tallest 
player in pro football. Billy Cannon, whose knee injury has 
taken too long to heal, will also be a contender. David Robin- 
son, 2 6-5, 220-pound tight end, played only one year of foot- 
ball at Jacksonville State, yet the Chiefs drafted him on the 
fourth round, which shows how highly they rate his potential. 

The Chiefs’ traditionally strong running game was slightly 
less so last year. But the future looks good. Ed Podolak had 
an excellent sophomore season, making possible the trade of 
Mike Garrett to San Diego. In addition to gaining 749 yards 
to lead the club, Podolak was the Chiefs’ second best pass 
receiver with 26 receptions, Fullbacks Wendell Hayes and 
Robert Holmes join Podolak in the backfield. When speed is 
needed. Warren McVea, who runs the 40 in 4,3 seconds, 
comes in. There’s a lot of young talent available, too, includ- 
ing fifth-round draft choice Mike Adamle (Northwestern) 
and Jim Otis, acquired from New Orleans prior to the °71 
draft. Adamle is the son of Tony Adamle, great Cleveland 
Brown center of the early 1950s. 

The offensive line consists of Jim Tyrer and Dave Hill at 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 195 


the tackles, Ed Budde and Mo Moorman at the guards, and 
Jack Rudnay at center. Rudnay became a starter during the 
*70 season and appears to have won the job for "71 as well. 
The backup guards are George Daney and Remi Prudhomme, 
while Sid Smith is the reserve tackle, and E. J. Holub and 
Mike Oriard add depth at center. The rookies trying to break 
in are Alvin Hawes (Minnesota) and Darrell Jansonius (Iowa 
State). 

The defensive front four is full of experience, strength and 
quickness. The tackles are Buck Buchanan and Curley Culp, 
the ends, Jerry Mays and Aaron Brown. Brown was hampered 
by leg injuries last season, but is expected to be up to par this 
year. Competition will come from -end Marvin Upshaw, who 
last year suffered a fractured cheek which kept him out of 
action, and Bob Liggett, a second-year man from Nebraska, 
There is a need for depth on the line, so Coach Stram used 
his two second-round draft picks in an attempt to solve the 
problem. Those chosen are Wilbur Young, a 6-6, 305-pounder 
out of little William Penn College, and Scott Lewis, a 6-6, 
260-pounder from Grambling. Young is a tackle, and Lewis 
an end. Other competitors are Bruce Bergey (UCLA) and 
taxi squadder Bob Hews. 

There aren’t too many linebacking trios to compare with 
the Chiefs’—Willie Lanier in the middle and Bobby Bell and 
Jim Lynch outside. Aside from their good work shutting off 
the running game, the three provide excellent pass coverage; 
they combined for eight interceptions Jast season. There’s 
depth with Chuck Hurston backing up Lynch, Bob Stein 
(who showed excellent potential last season) behind Lanier, 
and Clyde Werner and Ceaser Belser behind Bell, 

The secondary is another outstanding unit. Free safety 
Johnny Robinson, strong safety Jim Kearney, and cornerbacks 
Jim Marsalis and Emmitt Thomas are the starters. They com- 
bined for 23 of the Chiefs’ 31 league-leading interceptions in 
1970. For depth there are Willie Mitchell, a seven-year vet- 
eran, and Goldie Sellers at the safeties. Sellers missed last 
season with an injury and is being switched from cornerback. 
David Hadley backs up Marsalis. Looking to the future, the 
Chiefs drafted five defensive backs, including Mike Sensi- 
baugh of Ohio State. 

Kansas City has a top-rated kicking game with placekicker 
Jan Stenerud, the AFC's leading scorer in "70, and punter 
Jerrel Wilson. Ed Podolak is a proficient punt returner; he 
Jed the league with a 13.5-yard average last season. 
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HANK STRAM: The Super Bowl of the year 
before last was Hank Stram’s showcase. It 
gave this highly intelligent coach a chance 
to bend some ears on his theories of football 
—the moving pocket to protect quarter- 
backs, his I-formation running attack, which 
lined up several pro midgets who got lost in 
the crowd of behemoths only to emerge after they gained 
about five yards, etc. Stram called his attack “The Offense of 
the Seventies,” and sportswriters scampered to their typewriters 
fo help him spread the phrase. Stram had to eat crow a little 
when his offense scored only 24 TDs in 1970. But the pudgy 
student of football was undaunted and proclaimed 1971 as a 
year when “we'll go on the attack.” Stram gets a little gung-ho 
about the game, but no one can knock his results. An original 
AFL coach, he’s compiled a 94—53—7 record. Stram, a native 
of Gary, Indiana, who played college ball at Purdue, was never 
a head coach until he reached the AFL in its first season. He 
had a fine reputation, though, for developing offenses at SMU, 
Purdue, Notre Dame and the University of Miami. He pro- 
duced four All-America quarterbacks during his dozen years 
in the college ranks. As a pro coach, he’s had virtually only 
one quarterback—Len Dawson, who had played for him at 
Purdue—but Stram’s technical contributions to the game are 
numerous. The famous upset over the Minnesota Vikings in 
the Super Bowl went down in history as an example of shrewd 
coaching, as well as player superiority. 


len Dawsen: Coach Stram’s desire to “go on the attack” in 
1971 is in the hands of Len Dawson. How firmly in his hands 
will determine just how far the Chiefs get. Dawson has been 
good for K.C., so nobody around there knocks him. But his 
performance has been slipping in recent years, due in part to 
Knee injuries. He did complete over 50 percent of his passes 
as usual in 1970, but was closer to 50 than 60 percent, which 
is what he had been completing in the late 1960s. Len threw 
only 13 scoring passes for a team that needed them desper- 
ately, The addition of receiyers Dennis Homan (obtained 
from Dallas) and rookie Elmo Wright means the club is trying 
to help Len. Stram, an ally of Dawson's, dating back to their 
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Purdue days, says Len is “the most accurate passer in foot- 
ball.” Dawson will be pressed to prove it in 1971. Now 36 
years old, he’s been with the Chiefs since 1962. He needs only 
five TD passes to reach the 200 career mark. 


Johnny Robinson: Making all-league is almost as automatic as 
an extra point for Johnny Robinson. He’s been selected five 
straight times. And there wasn’t an easier time to choose him 
than in 1970. He led all pro players in interceptions with ten 
to match his personal season high and bring his career total 
to 53. Considering that he spent the first two of his 11 seasons 
as an offensive back—and didn’t want to conyert to defense— 
that’s a pretty impressive statistic. Hank Stram claims the K.C. 
secondary “turns defense into offense,” and there is no better 
example than Robinson, The free safety has gained over 300 
yards on his interception returns in the past two seasons. He 
was All-Pro each time. He also was selected to the all-time 
All-AFL squad. Robinson turns 32 during the exhibition sea- 
son but shows no sign of slowing down. An All-American at 
LSU, he was one of the original Chiefs when the team was 
stationed in Dallas. 


Jan Stenerud: The Chiefs feel they have the best placekicker in 
football in Jan Stenerud, who came to the U.S. from his native 
Norway to ski for Montana State. Since the college was giving 
him an athletic scholarship, they were happy to get more mile- 
age out of him as a kicker. He’d been a soccer star, too, in his 
native land. Stenerud has been in the pros only four years. But 
he gave an indication of things to come in his very first game 
when he kicked a 54-yard field goal against Houston. In 1969, 
he kicked 16 consecutive field goals. In 1970, he had his finest 
all-around year, making 30 of his 42 attempts and cracking 
his own team record with a 55-yard field goal against Denver. 
Stenerud led the AFC in scoring in 1970 for the first time— 
with 116 points, It wasn’t quite as good as his personal high 
of 129 two seasons before, or his 119 in 1969. He’s a con- 
sistent kicker, long and short; he has missed only one of 149 
conversions and on kickoffs usually booms the ball into the’ 
end zone. 


Buck Buchanan: There aren’t many running backs who can 
buck the line against Junious “Buck” Buchanan. He weighs 
287 and he uses every ounce of it. There aren’t many quarter- 
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backs who can throw over him, either. He’s 6-7 and, being a 
former basketball star, he can jump high. He knocks down a 
lot of passes (as many as 16 in a season). He’s been a peren- 
nial All-Star defensive tackle in his eight years since being the 
first small-college player ever to be made a first draft choice 
by a team. Actually, Buchanan is with Kansas City thanks to 
Oakland; the Raiders owed the Chiefs a first draft choice in 
1963 and the Chiefs used it to pick the big lineman. He’s con- 
sidered one of the finest players ever to come out of Gram- 
bling, which is saying a good deal, 


Otis Taylor: One of the better receivers in pro football, Otis 
Taylor had one of his lesser years in 1970. He caught only 34 
passes (about 15 below average for him) and scored only 
three TDs. But the fleet-footed, 215-pound Taylor should be 
up to form again in 1971. A wide receiver who hits like a full- 
back, he is used often on end-around plays and picks up good 
yardage. He’s scored twice that way in addition to 38 times 
on receptions during his six-year career. He’s best remembered 
for twice breaking tackles against the Minnesota Vikings as 
he romped 46 yards for a touchdown in the Super Bowl two 
Seasons ago. 


Jim Marsalis: They don’t come much better at cornerback than 
bump-and-run artist Jim Marsalis. The only defensive back 
ever selected on the first round by the Chiefs, he has justified 
their confidence by starring for the club since his first pro 
game in 1969. The ex-Tennessee State hero reportedly had only 
one TD pass thrown on him in four years of college ball. As a 
first-year pro, he was defensive Rookie of the Year in a banner 
season that included great games in the division play-off, AFL 
championship and Super Bowl. He intercepted two of Joe 
Namath’s passes in the playoff game. In his second year, Mar- 
salis intercepted four more passes and was an All-Pro. He'll 
celebrate his 26th birthday when the Chiefs host the San 
Diego Chargers on October 10. 


Willie Lanier: Someone held up a sign at Kansas City’s Munici- 
pal Stadium: DO NOT FEAR, LANIER IS HERE. That’s 
cute as far as K.C. fans are concerned, but opponents do fear 
when Willie Lanier is near—because he happens to be one of 
the most devastating tacklers in the game. At age 26, the 245- 
pound Lanier is at the peak of his game, combining size with 
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experience as middle linebacker for one of the best defensive 
units in pro football. Even on the star-clustered Chiefs, he’s 
nicknamed “Contact,” which is just about the nicest compli- 
ment a pro can get from his teammates. Though relatively 
short for his hefty build, the six-foot Lanier is exceptionally 
mobile. He’s made 10 interceptions in hi§ three years in the 
middle slot and amazed the San Diego Chargers in 1968 by 
returning one of them 75 yards for a touchdown. He also 
made the key fourth-quarter interception that helped save the 
Super Bowl for the Chiefs in 1969. Though only in his fifth 
season this year, he’s generally acknowledged to be the best 
middle linebacker in the American Conference. He’s been all- 
league or All-AFC in two of his three seasons as a regular. 


Ed Podolak: In a season when the Chiefs’ stock dropped dras- 
tically, Ed Podolak’s stock shot up to surprising heights. It 
took a couple of games before the Chiefs realized that the one- 
time Iowa quarterback and farmboy could carry a football so 
well that ex-Heisman Trophy ace Mike Garrett, dissatisfied in 
K.C., had become expendable. But when Ed got his chance, he 
made the best of it. He virtually bumped Garrett off the team. 
Podolak, a second-year man last season, is a shifty runner; he 
lacks outright speed or power. He gained 749 yards although 
he wasn’t a full-time starter until the fourth game, and ayer- 
aged an impressive 4.5 yards a carry, He also tied for second 
on the club in pass receptions with 26 and ranked first in the 
AFC in punt returns, The knock against him as a rookie and 
eatly sophomore was that he fumbled. But apparently he’s 
overcome that fault. The experts thought so—they voted him 
second-team All-AFC honors, 


Ed Budde: When the Chiefs got two first-round picks in the 
1963 college player draft, they staged quite a coup. One of the © 
picks was Buck Buchanan; the other, Ed Budde. Budde, a 
guard, is to the offensive line what Buchanan is to the defen- 
sive line. Budde is a regular choice for the All-Star game and 
is usually first- or second-team all-league. He once had the rare 
distinction of being named the Associated Press’ Offensive 
Player of the Week for an outstanding day of blocking against 
Oakland. No other AFL player had ever been so honored. Tall 
at 6-5, he can sink low enough to lift defenders out of their 
charge. And at 260 pounds, he has the size and strength to 
blow them away. 
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Bob Bell: A man with enough “All” mentions and football 
thrills to Jast a lifetime, Bobby Bell will undoubtedly keep add- 
ing to his stature for years to come. He’s almost always all- 
league (usually consensus) and he’s often an outside linebacker 
on the combined All-Pro selections. He’s been selected to the 
All-Time All-AFL team by the Pro Football Hall of Fame. A 
high school quarterback-turned-college-tackle-turned-pro line- 
backer, Bell is one of the finest athletes in the game. The spec- 
tators get a chance to assess his talent when he makes an in- 
terception (he’s had 19 in the past seven years) because he 
gets good yardage when he catries the ball. He’s made three 
runbacks for TDs, including a 45-yard jaunt against Houston 
last season. In 1969, he picked up an onside kickoff and raced 
53 yards to score against the Denver Broncos. 


Aaron Brown: Injuries bothered Aaron Brown throughout Jast 
season. The Chiefs claim he was hampered by leg injuries in 
all but two games, But they say he’s completely healed and 
ready to pick up on his fine 1969 performance. Brown had 
been somewhat of a disappointment early in his four-year ca- 
reer, but he came on strong in ’69. The rugged defensive right 
end made the big plays ali year long, then culminated his sea- 
son by zapping Daryle Lamonica twice in the final quarter of 
the AFL championship game. In 1970, he wasn’t as good, but 
he did spearhead a ferocious line that got to enemy quarter- 
backs 38 times. A number one draft choice from the University 
of Minnesota in 1966, he had a sub-par rookie year, missed 
1967 because of a leg injury, was tried at fullback, then settled 
down at defensive end in 1968, The tough Texan is 6-5, 265 
pounds, and fast. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


September 19 at San Diego; 26 at Houston. 

October 3 at Denver; 10 San Diego; 18* Pittsburgh; 24 Wash- 
ington; 31 at Oakland. 

November 7 at New York Jets; 14 Cleveland; 21 Denver; 25 
at Detroit. 

December 6* at San Francisco; 12 Oakland; 19 Buffalo. 


* Night game. 


MIAMI 
DOLPHINS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—2Jst (AFC Eastern) 

Strengths—Csonka, Kiick and Morris rushing, Griese’s accurate 
passing, Wartield’s long gainers and Yepremian's placekicking. 

Biggest needs—more aggressive pass rush and more muscle among 
the linebackers. 

1970 finish—2nd (AFC Eastern, 10—4—0) 


After playing losing football since the team’s inception in 
1966, the Miami Dolphins surfaced for a breath of air last 
season and, surprisingly, wound up lingering through the first 
stage of the play-offs. Under the guidance of new head coach 
Don Shula, the Dolphins totally reversed their previous course 
—they went from 3—10-1 in ’69 to 10—4 last year. 

The Dolphins are a young team, but strangely experienced. 
They led the AFC in rushing in 1970, and gave up the fewest 
points in the conference, 228. With a little better passing game 
and a more aggressive pass rush, Miami will be a tough com- 
petitor in what figures to be a close race in the AFC East 
this year. 

The quarterbacking is in dependable hands. Last year, des- 
pite a faulty start, semi-scrambler Bob Griese proved he is 
one of the league’s best quarterbacks, completing 58 percent 
of his passes for an average gain of 8.24 yards, both tops in 
the conference. He’s only 26 and his best Sundays have to be 
ahead of him, Behind Griese are well-traveled five-year veteran 
John Stofa, and George Mira, last active with Philadelphia in 

(Continued on page 204) 
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DOLPHINS TEAM ROSTER 


Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
40 Anderson, Dick Ss 6-2 200 25 4 Colorado 
44 Brown, Dean CB-S 5-10 170 25 3 Ft. Valley St. 
85 Buoniconti, Nick LB 5-11 220 30 10 Notre Dame 
Byars, Leroy RB 5-11 220 23 1 Alcorn A&M 
Coleman, Dennis LB 6-3 225 22 1. Mississippi 


a 
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No, Nome Pos, Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
71 Cornish, Frank DT 6-4 285 27 6 Grambling 
77 ~Crusan, Doug T 65 260 25 £4 Indiana 
39 Csonka, Larry RB 6-2 235 24 4 Syracuse 
54 Davis, Ted 1B 6-1 232 29 98 Georgia Tech 
Delgaizo, James QB 6-1% 195 24 1 iors 
61 DeMarco, Bob C 62 245 31 411° Dayton 
Den Herder, Vern DE 66 240 22 1 Central ia (lowa) 
Dickerson, Ron DB 6-4 190 23 #21 Kansas S$ 
55 Edmunds, Randy LB 6-2 220 25 3 Georgia Tech 
73 Evans, Norm 5 “6S “250. 2B. 17) AU 
Forley, Dale aot 64 245 22 #1 West Virginia 
75 Fernandez, Manny DT 6-2 250 25 4 Utah 
80 Fleming, Marv TE 6&4 235 29 9 Utah 
25 Foley, Tim cB 60 195 22 2 Purdue 
George, Willie TE 65 222. 21 1} Ft. Valley St. 
32 Ginn, Hubert RB 5-11 190 23 1 Florida A&M 
12. Griese, Bob QB 6-1 1990 26 5 Purdue 
Hauser, Pat WR 6-0 190 24 #41 East Tennessee 
Hazelton, Major DB 62 190 26 4 Florida A&M 
72 Heinz, Bob DT 66 260 24 3 Pacific 
Hepburn, Lionel DB 6-0 190 22 1 Texas Southern 
45 Johnson, Curtis CB 62 200 23 2 Toledo 
21 Kiick, Jim RB 5-11 220 25 4 Wyoming 
57 Kolen, Mike LB 62 215 23 2 Auburn 
67 Kuchenberg, Bob G 63 255 23 2 Notre Dame 
62 Langer, Jim G 6-2 240 25 2 So. DakotaSt. 
Lewis, Gary RB 6-3. 225 29 7 ArizonaSt. 
66 Little, Lorry G 6-1 270 25 5 Bethune-Cookman 
53 McBride, Norm DE 63 245 24 3 Utah 
McCoy, Jay RB 5-11 220 24 1 Memphis St. 
Mack, Winston LB 6-2 228 23 #=+&JI = Bethune-Cookman 
Maree, Ron DT 6-6% 285 21 1 Purdue 
Mark, Curt LB 6-2 220 22 J Mayville St. (N.D.) 
60 Mauck, Carl Cc 6-3 240 24 3 Southern IiIlinois 
88 Mandich, Jim TE 63 225 23 2 Michigan 
Mitchell, Alvin WR 6-1 188 24 1 Morgan St. 
35 Mitchell, Stan RB 62 210 27 6 Tennessee 
Moore, Maulty DT 6-5 260 25 1 Bethune-Cookman 
79 Moore, Wayne T 6-6 265 25 2 Lamar Tech 
22 Morris, Mercury RB 5-10 190 24 3 West Texas St. 
26 Mumphord, Lloyd CB 5-11 180 24 3 Texas Southern 
Myers, Chris WR 6-2 1900s 21 1 Kenyon 
Myles, George DT 6-4 245 22 1 Morris Brown 
89 Noonan, Kari WR 63 205 27 6 Iowa 
O'Connor, John DE 68 250 23 1 Great Falis (Mont.) 
50 Palmer, Dick LB 6-2 220 23 2 Kentucky 
Parks, Joe DB 62 195 22 1. Lakeheod 
(Ont. Canada) 
48 Petrella, Bob Ss 60 184 26 6 * Tennessee 
56 Powell, Jesse LB 63 215 24 3 West Texas St. 
31 «Pryor, Barry RB 60 215 25 3. BostonU. 
Raye, Jimmy DB 6-0 194 25 3 Michigan St. 
Richards, Robert S 6-2. 253 22 #41 California 
74 Richardson, John DT 6-2 260 26 5 UCLA 
87 Richardson, Willie WR 62 198 30 9 Jackson Sf. 
70 Riley, Jim DE 64 260 26 5 Oklahoma 
13. Scott, Jake s 60 188 26 2 Georgia 
20 Seiple, Larry TE-P 6-0 220 26 5 Kentucky 
84 Stanfill, Bill DE 6-5 250 24 3 Georgia 
5 Stofa, John OB 63 210 29 6 Buffalo 
Stowe, Otto WR 6-2 185 22 1 ltowa St. 
Surma, Vic i 6-4 260 21 1 PennSt. 


204 THE NEW AFC SEASON 


Yrs. 
No. Nome Pos. Ht. Wt, Age Pro College 
39 Swift, Doug (8 63 230 23 2 Amherst 
81 Twilley, Howard WR 5-10 186 28 6 Tulsa 
42 Warfieid, Paul WR 6-0 190 28 8B OhioSt. 
51 Weisacosky, Ed LB 6-1 230 27 #25 Miami {Fia,) 
78 Williams, Moxie G 6-4 250 31 7 S.E. Louisiana 
1 Yepremion, Garo K 5-8 172 27 44 ‘Nore 
Mira, George QB 5-1134190 29 7 Miami (Fla.) 
Quayle, Frank RB 5-9 195 24 2 Virginia 
Zloch, Charles DB 6-1 185 2) 1 Notre Dome 


1969 and on the Baltimore taxi squad last year. Draft choice 
Joe Theismann of Notre Dame made a better deal for himself 
in Canada. 

The air game got a lift last year from Paul Warfield. The 
former Brown caught only 28 passes, but made the most of 
them, winding up with a 25.l-yard average gain. Some say 
Warfield is the Jeague’s best wide receiver. Howard Twilley 
runs patterns metronomically and blocks well on running plays, 
while Karl Noonan is a top clutch receiver, only nobody says 
much about him. Proven quantity Willie Richardson, bothered 
by a pulled hamstring last season after coming to Miami from 
Baltimore, and Otto Stowe, the 6-2, 185-pound first draft 
choice from Iowa State, can’t be dismissed as possible starters. 

Tight end Marv Fleming made himself a regular after being 
traded to the Dolphins by the Packers last season. He’s a 
thumping blocker and an experienced receiver. Jim Mandich, 
entering his second pro season, backs up Fleming. Punter 
Larry Seiple can play tight end, wide receiver or defensive 
back. 

Mention running to any Miami fan, and he'll gush about 
Jim Kiick, Larry Csonka and Mercury Morris. That trio of 
rushers was responsible for 1,941 yards of the Dolphins’ con- 
ference-leading total of 2,082. Csonka trimmed off some extra 
weight last year and became the second-best ground gainer in 
the AFC with 874 yards. Kiick, a true double threat, was the 
team’s reception leader with 42 catches and gained 658 yards 
rushing. Shula says he’s “at his best in the clutch.” The speedy 
Morris had a standout season as an alternate after recovering 
from a training camp leg injury. Stan Mitchell, Hubert Gunn 
and Barry Pryor are experienced replacements. 
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The offensive line has to get considerable credit for the Dol- 
phins’ vigorous running game. It provides excellent blocking, 
and its pass protection also improved last season. The anchor- 
man is center Bob DeMarco; the tackles, Norm Evans and 
Doug Crusan; and the guards, Maxie Williams and Larry 
Little. Backup strength comes from Bob Kuechenberg, a 
starting guard at the end of the ‘70 season, when Williams was 
bothered by injuries, center Carl Mauck, guard Jim Langer, 
and tackle Wayne Moore. They’re all considered good pros- 
pects. The rookies getting a look are 11th-round draft choice 
Vic Surma, a 6-4, 260-pound tackle from Penn State, and 
Robert Richards, a 6-2, 253-pound guard from California. 

The defensive line gave opposition quarterbacks enough 
time last year to complete 58 percent of their passes. (The 
Dolphins got to the passer only 18 times in 1970.) The Dol- 
phins must rush the quarterback harder if the team is to make 
more waves in the AFC East this season. The tackles are 
Manny Fernandez and John Richardson, and Jim Riley and 
Bill Stanfill pinch in from the ends. None have more than four 
years of pro experience, but all have great potential. The re- 
serves are tackles Frank Cornish, formerly of the Chicago 
Bears, and Bob Heinz. Rookies getting a close look are end 
Dale Farley of West Virginia, a possible linebacker candidate 
as well, Vern Den Herder of Central Iowa, and Ron Maree, a 
285-pound tackle from Purdue. 

Sophomores Doug Swift and Mike Kolen performed well in 
their rookie seasons and are being counted on as the outside 
linebackers. Nick Buoniconti is still reliable in the middle. 
Then there are veterans Ted Davis, Dick Palmer, Jesse Powell, 
Randy Edmunds (a starter in *69 but on the taxi squad last 
year), and Ed Weisacosky, out with an injury in 1970. In 
addition to Dale Farley (the third-round draft choice), rookie 
Dennis Coleman, the sixth-round pick from Ole Miss, will 
also show what he can do at linebacker. 

Two youngsters man the corners, second-year man Curtis 
Johnson and Lloyd Mumphord, entering his third pro season. 
They should both improve with more experience and more 
help from the line. Competition will come from Tim Foley, 
hampered by injuries last season, Dean Brown, dropped to the 
taxi squad toward the end of the °70 campaign, plus rookies 
Ron Dickerson (Kansas State), who will be tried at safety, 
too, and Lonnie Hepburn (Texas Southern). Opporiunistic 
Dick Anderson is the strong safety. He led the team with eight 
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interceptions last year, and in three seasons has intercepted 
19 passes. Bob Petrella is a reliable free safety. 

Garo Yepremian had an outstanding season as the Dolphins’ 
placekicker in 1970, scoring 97 points on 31 PATs and 22 of 
29 field goals for the best percentage in the league. Seiple 
ranked ninth in the conference in punting last year with a 
41.2-yard average, 


DON SHULA: Taking over from George Wil- 
son after seven successful years as head 
coach of the Baltimore Colts, Don Shula 
drove the Miami Dolphins to a play-off berth 
in his first season as their head coach. The 
41-year-old Shula guided the Colts to 71 
victories against just 23 defeats and four ties 
in seven years, a .755 winning percentage that was the best 
coaching mark in pro football over the span. Three times dur- 
ing his regime with the Colts he was honored as NFL Coach 
of the Year. Shula was cited a fourth time for guiding the 
Dolphins to a 10-4 record last season. A native of Painesville, 
Ohio, Don was a tough defensive back in the pros for seven 
years, 1951-57, playing for Cleveland, Baltimore and Wash- 
ington. When he retired, Shula became an assistant coach at 
the University of Virginia, and also spent a year on the Ken- 
tucky staff before reaching the pro coaching level with De- 
troit in 1960, There, ironically, he served under George Wilson, 
the man he replaced in Miami as head coach in 1970. Don 
played his college ball at John Carroll University in Cleve- 
land, where he was a running back. 


Bob Griese: By all measures 1970 was Bob Griese’s best year 
as a professional quarterback, In addition to ranking third in 
the AFC in overall passing statistics, Griese, who was one 
of the all-time greats at Purdue University, led the AFC in 
both pass completion percentage (.580) and average yards 
per attempt (8.24), Along with the rest of the Dolphins, Bob 
suffered a midseason slump, but rallied brilliantly in the ninth 
game of the season, clicking with 15 of 19 aerials for 225 
yards, completing the last 10 in succession to rock the New 
Orleans Saints. Griese compiled 2,019 passing yards in 1970 
and threw for 12 touchdowns. A knee injury sidelined him 
for the last five games of 1969, but Bob bounced back strongly 
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and should continue to improve. He’s quick-on his feet, and 
has the happy knack of being able to avoid interceptions. As 
a Purdue senior in 1966 Bob was runnerup to Florida’s Steve 
Spurrier in the Heisman Trophy balloting and was Miami’s 
first choice in the pro draft. 


Jim Kiick: To point out that Jim Kiick was the seventh best 
ground-gainer in the AFC last season with 658 yards is tell- 
ing only half the story. He also caught 42 passes for another 
497 yards, giving him a total of 1,155 yards running and 
receiving, more combined yards than any other player in the 
conference, What’s more, Jim, a heavy-duty type who thrives 
on work, finished in the AFC’s top 10 in both categories for 
the second time in his three-year pro career. He first accom- 
plished this feat as a 1968 rookie out of Wyoming. Kiick, 
5-11, 220, is no speedster. He relies on bulldozer power and 
sure hands to make his yards. Of all the runners in football, 
Jim may be the least susceptible to fumbles. He’s also an 
outstanding blocker. 


Larry Csonka: The “CO” in his name is silent, like the critics 
who once decided that Larry Csonka was a top-pick washout 
following his rookie year of 1968. Off his 1970 performance, 
Larry, who scaled down from 250 pounds to his present 238, 
must be considered one of the finest young power backs in 
pro football. “Zonk” bucked for 874 yards last year, second 
best in the AFC to Denver’s Floyd Little, who was Larry’s 
college backfield teammate at Syracuse. “Larry’s a bruising 
type fullback who can break tackles and gain four or five 
yards for us up the middle,” says Carl Taseff, the Dolphins’ 
offensive backfield coach. Under Don Shula’s system, the full- 
back is asked to assume more outside running duty than Miami 
fullbacks had been accustomed to in the past. “Being lighter 
gives me the extra quickness to go outside,” Csonka explains. 


Garo Yepremian: Although he never graduated from high 
school on his native island of Cyprus, Garo Yepremian speaks 
four Janguages and has a mighty educated toe. Last year he 
was the most effective placekicker in pro ball, connecting on 
22 fields goals in 29 tries for a .759 mark. Included in this 
performance were an astonishing 11 three-pointers in 15 tries 
from 40 yards and beyond. Garo joined the Dolphins just 
prior to the 1970 opener, after being cut from the Detroit 
Lions’ taxi squad. In his peak effort of the season Yepremian 
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kicked field goals of 47, 46, 42 and 30 yards in one game 
against Buffalo, the longest against a 17-mph wind. He played 
in his first pro game with Detroit in 1966, four days after 
impressing the Lion coaches in a tryout. Against Minnesota 
that season, he kicked a record four FGs in one period and 
had six for the game. In 1970 Garo kicked 31 extra points 
without a miss. 


Dick Anderson: Few players in pro football possess the multi- 
tude of talents that belong to Dick Anderson, the All-Pro 
caliber safety of the Dolphins. If Miami needed him, Dick 
probably could fill in on offense, and could even play line- 
backer if the situation demanded his transfer. The Dolphins 
are pleased to have Anderson, a three-time All-America at 
Colorado, in their defensive backfield. Only 25 and entering 
his fourth season as a pro, Dick has twice led the AFC in 
interception yardage, including last season, when he carried 
eight pass thefts back 191 yards. His eight interceptions 
ranked Anderson third in the league. As a 1968 rookie, he 
returned eight interceptions a league-leading 230 yards. An- 
derson’s best effort of 1970 was an 86-yard nonscoring inter- 
ception return against Buffalo. 


Paul Wartield: Traded to Miami from the Cleveland Browns, 
Paul Warfield, the man with perhaps the finest pass receiving 
gifts in pro ball, was expected to give the Dolphins the 
superior deep threat they had long sought. Paul did just that 
—but not for long, being cut down by an injury shortly after 
midseason. But his performance up to then was outstanding, 
and his return to form in 1971, his eighth pro season since 
leaving Ohio Stafe, could mean a championship for the Dol- 
phins. In his shortened 1970 season, Warfield hauled in 28 
passes for 703 yards, an eye-catching 25.1 average and six 
touchdowns. Paul is the only active pro receiver with a career 
per-catch average of better than 20 yards. His lifetime figures 
show 243 receptions for 5,049 yards, a 20.7 norm. 


Mercury Morris: Easily the most electrifying Dolphin, Mercury 
Morris, whose real first name is Eugene, always provides 
Miami with a special lift when he is called on to replace 
one of the two regular big backs, Kiick or Csonka. At 5-10 
and 180 pounds, Mercury doesn’t have the heft to power his 
way through defenses. But he does make big chunks of yard- 
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age by slithering, slicing, weaving and juking through enemy 
lines. Carrying the ball just 60 times in 1970, his second year 
as a pro, Morris rambled 409 yards, a very fine average of 
6.8 yards per try. For the second straight season, he finished 
fourth in the American Conference in kickoff returns, averag- 
ing 29 yards per return. His 1970 long effort was a 96-yard 
TD against Boston. In 1969 Mercury broke one 105 yards. 
In the peak effort of his short career, Morris compiled 302 
yards via rushing, receiving, and kick returns in one game last 
season, making him only the 10th player in history to surpass 
the 300-yard mark in a single afternoon. A native of Pitts- 
burgh, Morris attended West Texas State. 


Bill Stanfill: In just two years as a pro, Bill Stanfill, the Dol- 
phins’ defensive right end, has moved in among the budding 
super-stars at the position. The 6-5, 250-pound graduate of 
the University of Georgia has excellent speed and pursuit, 
and his tackling prowess is already the talk of the AFC. 
Stanfill has led the Dolphins in dropping opposition quarter- 
backs each of his two seasons in Miami since arriving as their 
first draft selection in 1969. In Bill’s rookie campaign, he in- 
tercepted two passes in a span of three games, returning both 
for touchdowns. Just 24, Stanfill was the bulwark of a Georgia 
team that led the nation’s colleges in defense in 1968. Bill 
was a high school standout in discus throwing and basketball, 
as well as in football. He attended high school in his home- 
town of Cairo, Georgia. 


Manny Fernandez: That large young man Miamians often see 
engaging in such water activities as water skiing and body 
surfing off the beach front is none other than Manny Fer- 
nandez, the defensive left tackle of the Dolphins. Though 
he packs 250 solid pounds on his 6-2 frame, Manny is a grace- 
ful figure in the water—and on the gridiron as well. Entering 
his fourth pro season, he’s approaching all-star status after 
attracting some mentions the past two seasons. Late-season 
injuries last year may have cost him a berth on the All-AFC 
first team. Though he had a fine college career at Utah, where 
he was the team captain as a senior, Fernandez wasn’t drafted 
by any pro team. He signed as a free agent with Miami in 
1968. In high school in his native San Lorenzo, California, 
Manny established a school weightlifting mark with a bench 
press of 305 pounds. 
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Jake Scott: In his rookie year, Jake Scott became the finest 
punt returner ever to wear the livery of the Miami Dolphins. 
Only a seventh-round draft choice after an All-America col- 
legiate career as a defensive back at Georgia, Scott won a job 
in camp with his strong work in the secondary. During the 
regular season, Jake ranked among the top 10 pass intercep- 
tors in the AFC with five steals for 112 yards. He also broke 
virtually every club punt returning record of note. He carried 
27 punts back 290 yards for a 10.7 average, all club highs, 
and became the first player in the five-year history of the team 
to return a punt for a touchdown. Jake turned the trick with 
a 77-yarder against Baltimore. 


Norm Evans; Entering his sixth season as the Dolphins’ regu- 
lar right tackle on offense, Norm Evans is gradually gaining 
recognition as one of the stalwarts in the game at his position. 
A 6-5, 250-pound product of Texas Christian, Evans spent 
his first pro season with the Houston Oilers, who made him 
their fourteenth draft choice in 1965. Norm was selected by 
the Dolphins when they were stocking their expansion fran- 
chise the following season, and he has been a fixture in Miami 
ever since. Eyans has been chosen the team’s best offensive 
lineman three times. He once scored a touchdown for Hous- 
ton on a blocked punt recovery in the end zone. A devout 
young man, Evans conducts chapel services for the players 
and is active in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
MIAMI DOLPHINS 


September 19 at Denver; 26 at Buffalo. 

October 3 New York Jets; 10 at Cincinnati; 17 New England; 
24 at New York Jets; 31 at Los Angeles. 

November 7 Buffalo; 14 Pittsburgh; 21 at Baltimore; 29* 
Chicago. 

December 5 at New England; 11 Baltimore; 19 Green Bay. 


* Night game, 


NEW ENGLAND 
PATRIOTS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—5th (AFC Eastern) 

Strengths—the power of Nance, the speed of Garrett, the hands of 
Sellers, All-Star Johnson at right cornerback, and a rising de- 
fensive line. 

Biggest needs—solidity on the offensive line, a tight end, and suc- 
cess for either Plunkett or Kapp. 

1970 finish—5th (AFC Eastern, 2—12—0) 


The Patriots can’t wait to start the 1971 season. Not only 
will they be playing in their new stadium in Foxboro, Mass. 
(which led to the changing of the team name from Boston 
Patriots to New England Patriots), but they can’t wait to 
spring pro ball’s number one rookie, quarterback Jim Plunkett, 
on the NFL. Whether or not these two factors will move the 
Pats out of last place in the AFC East will remain unan- 
swered until the end of the season. But it’s doubtful. Usually 
it takes more than a rookie quarterback and a new arena to 
put a team into contention. 

Plunkett, the Heisman Trophy winner who led Stanford to 
the Pacific Eight Conference championship and victory over 
Ohio State in the Rose Bowl last year, is listed as the Patriots’ 
third quarterback—behind veterans Joe Kapp and Mike Tal- 
iaferro. Kapp will be staging a strong fight to hold onto the 
starting job, but the Pats seem willing to go with Plunkett if 
he shows anything at all during the pre-season; so many season 
tickets were sold because of Plunkett’s presence. 

(Continued on page 214) 
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Pi oerevswe UNIT - 
Zikmund* Janis 
HeMahon Scatt 
Beverly Webb $ 
Johnson $ Swein* 
cB Outlaw 
R.Cisoe* Wade* Carwoll 
4 Whittingham Williamson cB 
Schottenheimer Philpott 
Kelly* Cheyunski : 
Ballou LB LB 
Bramlett 
ae. 
Leigh* Toner Adems* Woods 
P. Olsen* Mirch Berger Witt 
Berger Antwine Hunt Lassiter 
A A g a 
Turner salir a as i Jean ml Ph 
Rademacher McDowell* — Bugenhagen Ph Schmedding  Wirgowski Ray 
Knief Redman* Loukas Hardt" Schneiss* 
Frazier Beer MeGarry* 
Dinish* /Mardt* 
bat “crittin® 
B 
HB = FB 
Garrett Taliaferro Rance FL 
Blanks Plunkett® Lawson 
Gladienx Dowling® Ray Sellers 
Ashton Hammond aa da 
OFFENSIVE UNIT ed 
*Rookie 
PATRIOTS TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht, Wt. Age Pro College 
Adams, Julius DT 6-4 258 22 1 Texas Southern 
65 Antwine, Houston DT 6-0 270 31 11 = So, Iilinois 
Ashton, Josh RB 6-1 209 21 1 Tulsa 
51 Ballou, Mike LB 6-3 235 23 2 UCLA 
82 Beer, Tom TE 6-3 235 26 5 Houston 
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No. Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 

88 Berger, Ron DE 6-8 275 27 3 WayneSt. 

27 ~=©Beverly, Randy CB. 5-11 205 25 5 Colorado St. 

22 Blanks, Sid RB 6-0 205 30 8 Texas A&l 

57 Bramlett, John LB 6-l 220 29 7 Memphis St. 

86 Brown, Barry TE 6-2 220 26 6 Florida 

67 Bugenhagen, Gary T-G 6-2 250 25 3 Syracuse 

20 Cappelletti, Gino WR 6-0 190 37 12 Minnesota 

41 Carwell, Larry CB 62 £200 26 7 lowa St. 

50 Cheyunski, Jim LB 6-2 220 26 4 Syracuse 

81 Frazier, Charlie WR 6-0 190 31 10 = Texas Southern 

73 Funchess, Tom T 6-5 260 26 4 Jackson St. 

30 Gorrett, Cari RB 5-11. 210 23 3 New Mex, 

Highlands 

24 Gladieux, Bob RB 5-11 190 24 3 Notre Dame 

7 Gogolak, Charlie K 5-10 170 26 65 Princeton 

15 Hammond, Kim QB 6-1 190 26 3 Florida St. 

Hardt, Dovid TE- 6-4 240 22 J = Kentucky 
OT-DE-P 

79 Hunt, Jim DT 5-1) 255 32 12 Prairie View 

21 Janik, Tom P- re ne 200 30 9 Texas A&l 

23 Johnson, Daryl CB 5-11 190 24 4 Morgan St. 

Tl Kapp, Joe QB 63 220 33 6 California 
Kelly, Tim LB 6-1 220 22 1 Notre Dame 

84 Knief, Gayle WR 6-3 205 24 2 Morningside 

87 Lassiter, Ike DE 65 270 31 10 eee, 

io 

32 Lawson, Odell RB 6-2 218 22 2 Langston (Okla.) 
Leigh, Ronald DE 6-3 253 21 1 Eliz, City St, 

66 Loukas, Angelo G-T 6-3 250 24 3 Northwestern 
McDowell, Layne OT 65 260 2) Tt lowa 
McGarry, Nick TE 6-5 250 22 1 Massachusetts 

76 Mirich, Rex T 6-4 260 29 8 No. Arizona 

64 Montler, Mike GC 6-4 270 27 3 Colorado 

56 Morris, Jon Cc 6-4 255 28 7 Holy Cross 

28 McMahon, Art s 5-11 190 25 4 No. Carolina St. 

35 Nance, Jim RB 6-1 240 28 7 Syracuse 

77 =Meville, Tom T 6-4 255 27 7 Mississippi St. 

44 Outlaw, John DB 5-10 175 26 3 Jackson St. 

52 Philpott, Ed LB 63 240 25 5 Miami (Ohio) 
Plunkett, Jim QB 63 210 23 #1 = Stanford 
Rodman, John aan 260: 21 1 Northwestern 

33 Rademacher, Bill WR 6-1 1900-28 8 No. Michigan _ 

36 Ray, Eddie ihn 230° 23 2 LSU 

60 St, Jean, Len G 61 245 29 8 No, Michigan 

62 Schmedding, Jim G 62 250 25 4 Weber St. 
Schneiss, Dan ee 232 22 + +1 + Nebraska 

54 Schottenheimer, Marty LB 6-2 225 27 7 Pittsburgh 

26 Scott, Clarence LS 6-2 205 26 3 Morgan St. 

34 Sellers, Ron WR 6-4 195 24 3. Florida St. 
Swain, Lewis - es 194 21 1) Alabama A&M 
Sykes, Alfred WR 6-3 180 22 1 Florida A&M 

17 Taliaferro, Mike QB 6-2 205 29 8 Illinois 

75 Toner, Ed DT 6-2 250 26 3 Massachusetts 

40 Turner, Bake WR 6-1! 180 30 9 Texas Tech 

42 Webb, Don RS 5-10 195 31 1 lowa St. 

53. Whittingham, Fred LB 6-3 240 32 7 Cal. Poly 
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Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
55 Wiiliamson, 4.8. LB 62 220 28 8 Lotisiana Tech 
85 Wirgowski, Dennis DE 65 255 23 2 Purdue 
71 Witt, Met DE 6-3 250 25 5 Texas-Arlington 
Zikmund, Jim. DB 6-4 N92 ZI 1 Kearney St. 


Running backs Jim Nance and Carl Garrett both missed 
training camp last year and had rather unproductive seasons. 
If they both play up to par this year, the Pats’ offense (worst in 
the AFC last year) will get a big boost. Added strength comes 
from second-year man Odell Lawson, who put in most of his 
time on kickoff returns last year, Bob Gladieux and Sid 
Blanks. The rookie to watch is Josh Ashton, the ninth-round 
draft choice from Tulsa, an outside running threat. 

The Patriots have only one standout receiver, 6-4 flanker 
Ron Sellers. Bake Turner is expected to return as the starting 
split end, but he'll meet competition from second-year man 
Gayle Knief, acquired from the Vikings, and nine-year vet- 
eran Charlie Frazier. Elderly placekicker Gino Cappelletti is 
also available. The tight end job is wide open since veteran 
Tom Beer is being tried at guard this year. Competing for the 
vacant berth are yeteran Barry Brown, converted fullback 
Eddie Ray (a 1970 draft choice who missed a lot of time last 
year with an injury) and a batch of rookies. 

The offensive line. which seemed to be developing nicely 
in 1969, crumbled last year as it was hit by injuries. The pass 
protection was almost non-existent and so were the alleged 
holes pried open for the runners. This*season the Pats will try 
switching left guard Mike Montler and left tackle Tom Fun- 
chess. It is expected that the rest of the line will come back as 
it was two years ago—center Jon Morris, right guard Len St. 
Jean and right tackle Tom Neville. But they'll be pressed by 
guard Jim Schmedding, acquired from San Diego, and hold- 
overs Gary Bugenhagen, Dennis Wirgowski and Tom Beer. The 
better rookies are Dave Hardt, drafted on the sixth round out 
of Kentucky, tenth-round choice Lane McDowell, and John 
Rodman, picked-on the 12th round. Hardt will also get a look 
at tight end. 

Defensively, the Pats fared better last year than they did on 
offense. The line could develop into one of the strongest 
around if injuries can be avoided. Ike Lassiter and Ron Berger 
are the ends; Jim Hunt and Houston Antwine, the tackles. 
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However, big (6-5, 260) Phil Olsen, the Pats’ number one 
draft choice in 1970 who lost his rookie season because of a 
knee injury, has a good chance to start—although Phil would 
rather play in Los Angeles with his older brother Merlin of 
the Rams. If Olsen is as good as expected, Lassiter or Berger 
could move to an inside job, probably replacing Hunt, who 
has been talking about retirement. Other linemen are veterans 
Rex Mirich, Ed Toner and Mel Witt, and second-round draft 
choice Julius Adams (Texas Southern), 

The starting linebackers—Ed Philpott, Jim Cheyunski and 
John Bramlett—provide competent defense. But they'll have 
to fight off heavy competition, Marty Schottenheimer, who 
filled in at middle linebacker when Cheyunski underwent sur- | 
gery last season, Fred Whittingham, another reserve MLB, 
and outside spares J. R. Williamson and Mike “Cat” Ballou, 
will be given shots at displacing the regulars. Two rookies will 
also try for jobs—Bob Olson, whose debut in the pros was 
delayed a year by injury, and this year’s fifth-round choice, 
Tim Kelly. Both are from Notre Dame. 

The starting secondary consists of Larry Carwel at left cor- 
nerback, Daryl Johnson at right corner, and safeties Don Webb 
and Clarence Scott. But fourth-year man Art McMahon could 
be ready to move in as a starting safety; if not for an ankle 
injury sustained last year, McMahon might have moved up 
already. Holdover veterans John Outlaw, Tom Janik, who 
handles the punting, and ex-Jet Randy Beverly provide extra 
depth. Rookies who will get a look are Lewis Swain (Alabama 
A&M), who can run the 100 in 9.4 seconds, and Jim Zikmund 
of Kearney State. 


JOHN MAZUR: There was a lot of talk about 
the Patriots trading away their number one 
draft choice last January, the chance to pick 
Stanford’s Jim Plunkett. But the only trade 
head coach John Mazur was sure of making 
was a swap of couches. Referring to the sofa 
in his office, Mazur said, “Ill trade that 
couch in first thing. It’s just too hard to sleep on.” As interim 
head coach last year, after he replaced Clive Rush at midsea- 
son, Mazur spent many long nights in his office trying to solve 
the problems of building the Patriots into a respectable club. 
He'll be spending some more long nights there this season, too. 
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Mazur, who was the offensive coach (the first assistant hired 
by Rush in 1969), had a 1-6 record in his freshman year as 
head coach—identical to Rush’s record in the first part of the 
*70 season. But no matter how attractive that first draft choice 
may have looked, qualifying for it with the worst won-lost rec- 
ord wasn’t Mazur’s objective. “I’ve never gone into anything in 
my life with the thought of losing and I don’t intend to start 
now,” he said toward the end of the season. But lose the Patriots 
did, and now Mazur has one of the most promising quarter- 
backs around—Plunkett. A quarterback himself at Notre Dame 
from 1949-51, the 40-year-old coach spent two years in the 
Marines and then played a season with Vancouver in the Ca- 
nadian Football League before an injury’cut short his playing 
days. He turned to coaching after that; he was an assistant at 
Marquette, Tulane and Boston U. before joining the Buffalo 
Bills in 1961. While he was in Buffalo the Bills won three divi- 
sion titles and two league championships. Mazur is out to 
achieve the same thing in Foxboro. 


Joe Kapp: Many people say sports heroes are overpaid. But Joe 
Kapp doesn’t think so. In 1969 Kapp played out his option 
with the Vikings while leading the team to the NFL title and 
into the Super Bowl. Then he demanded a new five-year con- 
tract for $1.25 million. The Vikings said no, thanks, and Kapp 
eventually signed as a free agent with the underdog Patriots 
last October 2. The Pats didn’t pay him quite what he had de- 
manded of Minnesota (reportedly, Joe signed a three-year con- 
tract for $400,000), but were excited about obtaining a quar- 
terback with winning and inspirational qualities who had won 
in the NFL. Kapp, of course, was hindered by his unfamiliarity 
with the Pats’ offense and a near-total physical breakdown of 
the team, in addition to his late arrival. He wound up with a 
44.7 completion percentage, 1,104 yards passing and threw for 
only three touchdowns. In 1969 the 6-3, 215-pounder had 
much better grades; in one game against Baltimore he threw 
for seven touchdowns to set an NFL record. Kapp joined the 
NEL jn 1967 after playing eight seasons in the Canadian Foot- 
ball League. No one will ever compare his passing style to Son- 
ny Jurgensen’s; but then again, Jurgy has never won a cham- 
pionship. 


Jim Nance: In 1969 Jim Nance was hailed for making the 
AFL’s comeback of the year when he returned from a severe 
ankle injury suffered in ’68 to rush for 750 yards. Twice, in ’66 
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and: ’67, Nance had led the AFL in rushing with 1,458 yards 
and 1,216 yards, respectively. Whether or not he can be that 
good again depends solely on the Patriots. Last season Nance 
was in good form but managed only 522 yards on the ground 
behind an injury-riddied offensive line. But the 6-1, 240- 
pounder blocked solidly and caught passes well. In 1970, “Bo” 
caught 26 passes for 148 yards. He has the brute strength to 
carry tacklers with him and enough speed to turn the corner, 
Only 28, he should be around when the Pats do start winning 
again. 


Ron Berger: In the first game of the season last year, defensive 
end Ron Berger, the tallest man on the Patriots’ squad at 6-8 
and 275 pounds, got to the Dolphins’ quarterback three times, 
showing no signs of a torn leg muscle which had bothered him 
y in °69. Though he did miss some time toward the end of the 
; 70 season, Ron made a lasting impression on opposing quar- 
terbacks. “I like to introduce myself to the opposing quarter- 
back at least once a game,” explains Ron. Playing alongside 
veterans Houston Antwine and Jim Hunt, who can take care of 
| running plays, Berger found he could concentrate on his pass 
* rush. Ron signed with the Pats in '69 after spending two years 
+ on the Rams’ taxi squad. 


1 Ron Sellers: Pass catching was not one of the Patriots’ fortes 
last season but, of all their receivers, Ron Sellers was the stand- 
out. The team’s number one draft choice in ’69, Sellers has led 
the Pats in receptions in both of his pro seasons. Last year he 
+ caught 38 passes for 550 yards and four touchdowns. The 6-4, 
1 195-pounder out of Florida State has no trouble making the 
1 spectacular catch; last year, however, he dropped a few of the 
2asy ones. But he’s a big part of the future. Patriot fans con- 
| jure up visions of Sellers catching Plunkett passes for years to 
come. As a rookie, Ron averaged 26.1 yards per catch, second 
highest average in the pros that season. 


2 Lassiter: The Patriots lost to the Buffalo Bills, 45-10, in 
vember, but even more depressing was the number of in- 
.. suffered in that game. One of those injured was Ike Las- 
the defensive end who was traded by Oakland to Boston 
-» r, and he wound up missing most of the rest of the sea- 

=) ays a strong and steady pro, Lassiter is said to be com- 
valed and ready for his tenth season. A bullish 6-4, 
er, Lassiter originally played with Denver (1961-64) 
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before signing with the Raiders as a free agent in ‘65. He was 
an AFL All-Star in’66 and supposedly a sounder (and tougher) 
lineman than the more widely publicized Ben Davidson. 


John “Bull” Bramiett: He got his nickname because of his extra- 
ordinary aggressiveness on the field (once, while playing base- 
ball, he ran right through a fence chasing a fly ball), and last 
season John Bramlett lived up to the tag. In his second season 
with the Patriots since being traded by Miami, Bramlett was a 
standout linebacker. One of the best blitzers in the game, 
Bramlett was runner-up to Joe Namath for AFL Rookie of the 
Year honors when he broke in with Denver in ’65. Since then 
he’s been an All-Star twice. In 1967 the Dolphins acquired him 
and he wound up the year with four interceptions and three 
blocked kicks. A hard hitter and tough competitor, Bramlett 
stands 6-1 and weighs 220 pounds. He plays primarily on the 
right, or weak, side. 


Daryl Johnson: There weren’t too many interceptions made by 
the Pats’ defense last year, and Daryl Johnson wound up as the 
team leader with a mere two, But interceptions don't tell the 
full story. Johnson did an exceptional job at cornerback. A 
high jumper, the 5-11, 190-pounder is one of the fastest Patriots 
ever, capable of catching runners from behind and keeping 
pace with the best receivers around. He’s very strong against 
sweeps. A converted college quarterback, Johnson joined the 
Pats in 1968 out of Morgan State, where he passed the team to 
26 straight victories. 


Jon Morris: The team may have fallen down around him, but 
Jon Morris hasn’t let that bother him. Last season Morris was 
an All-Star center for the seventh time in his seven years as a 
pro. The 6-4, 255-pounder is one of the biggest men at his po- 
sition and can often handle two defensive linemen. He’s out- 
standing at picking off the middle linebacker on running plays; 
most middle linebackers call his first hit the hardest in the 
league. He was one of the first draft choices to choose the AFL 
over the NFL (Green Bay drafted him first in ’64). 


Carl Garrett: He got a late start because of military commit- 
ments last year, and Carl Garrett’s performance suffered for it. 
Outstanding in his rookie season in 69, after he had correctly 
predicted that he would win Rookie of the Year honors (which 
almost everyone had conceded to O. J. Simpson), Garrett 
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managed only 272 yards on 88 carries last season. But he 
caught 26 passes to add another 216 yards to the total. The 
Pats make good use of him on kickoff and punt returns, too. 
The 5-11, 210-pound halfback returned 17 punts for a 9.9-yard 
average and 24 kickoffs for a 21.8-yard average. In ’69 Garrett 
topped all pro runners with an average gain rushing of 5.05 
yards. Peering into the future, Garrett says, “I think I can win 
the league rushing title.” Unless the offensive line is more reli- 
able this year, Garrett will have to wait a while for that to 
come true. 


Don Webb: A ten-year veteran with the Pats’ “Boston Pops” 
defense, Don Webb has been called the hardest hitter in the 
game—pound for pound, that is. Webb is only 5-10, but a mus- 
cular 195 pounds. Teammate Jim Hunt says of Webb, “The 
older he gets, the better he gets.” At 32, he’s still one of the 
most consistent performers on the squad. Originally used as a 
flanker after coming out of Iowa State, Webb was converted to 
safety and found success. He has a career total of 19 intercep- 
tions and two touchdowns. He missed half of the ’69 season 
with a shoulder injury. 


Houston Antwine: Along with his sidekick defensive tackle, Jim 
“Earthquake” Hunt, Houston Antwine is part of the longest- 
playing tackle tandem in the game today. Antwine, selected as 
the tackle on the all-time AIl-AFL team in 1969, shows no 
signs of slowing down after nine seasons with the Patriots. The 
low-slung 275-pounder is so strong that he frequently requires 
double-team blocking—he was a NAIA wrestling champion at 
Southern Illinois. Exceptional against the run, Antwine gets his 
share of quarterback sackings, too. “Quarterbacks are my re- 
ward,” he says. He’s quick on his feet and at deciphering 
offenses. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


September 19 Oakland; 26 Detroit. 

October 3 Baltimore; 10 New York Jets; 17 at Miami; 24 at 
Dallas; 31 at San Francisco. 

November 7 Houston; 14 Buffalo; 21 at Cleveland; 28 at 
Buffalo. 

December 5 Miami; 12 at New York Jets; 19 at Baltimore. 


23 


NEW YORK 
JETS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—2nd (AFC Eastern) 


Strengths—a superior defense, especially against the run, Namath’s 
arm, Boozer and Snell running. 

Biggest needs—complete recoveries for Namath, Snell and May- 
nard, and improved kickoffs. 

1970 finish—3rd (AFC Eastern, 4—10—0) 


The odds are against a team suffering back-to-back injury- 
riddled seasons. That’s why some experts believe the Jets, a 
team full of super talent, will outclass the AFC East this year 
and even go all the way to another Super Bowl. But much 
depends on the full recovery of many front-line players and the 
dependability of the rookies. And losing Verlon Biggs was a 
blow. He was a seven-year regular. 

Number one on the list of the returning disabled is Joe 
Namath, whose attitude toward his livelihood—football, not 
acting—became more serious when he could no longer play 
after breaking his right wrist against the Colts last year. The 
wrist seems to have healed perfectly, and Joe started throwing 
the ball and getting into shape last spring. It is even said 
that his knees may be stronger because of the long rest and 
special exercises. If Namath does make it back all the way, 
then second-string passer Al Woodall will do little more than 
handle the sideline phone. But Woodall showed he could lead 
the team and pass accurately last year. The experience under 
fire can only have helped him. Also available are Bob Davis, 
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who put in some time relieving Woodall last year, and rookie 
Jim Betts, drafted as a safety, but a backup quarterback at 
Michigan. 

Even if all goes well with the passers, there is a big problem 
with the receivers. Split end George Sauer, at the peak of his 
career, announced his retirement last spring, and flanker Don 
Maynard’s future is a big question mark. The 34-year-old 
Maynard limped along with leg injuries last year. Short (5-7) 
Ed Bell and tall (6-5) Rich Caster made good showings in 
their rookie seasons, and are the likeliest candidates to carry 
on this year. Before Sauer decided to retire there was talk of 
shifting Caster to tight end to give the Jets more of a deep 
threat there, but he'll be needed at wide receiver now. Caster 
must overcome a tendency to drop easy passes; he holds the 
tough ones. Coach Weeb Ewbank is also counting on 11th- 
round draft choice Vern Studdard of Mississippi, who runs 
the 40 in 4.5 seconds and could be a real deep threat and kick 
returner. Harvey Nairn, also very fast, missed two years with 
the army but is back to try for a job. 

Pete Lammons is an adequate tight end, but doesn’t have the 
speed Ewbank would like to see there. He'll be challenged 
(but probably not ousted) by third-year man Wayne Stewart, 
coming back from knee surgery, second-year man Gary 
Arthur, used as an extra tight end on short-yardage plays and 
on the special teams last year, and rookies John Curtis and 
Greg Flaska. 

If the young receivers don’t develop quickly and up to ex- 
pectations, that will put cruel pressure on the Jet running 
game, potentially one of the best in all pro football. The ques- 
tion is: can the Jets’ runners support that responsibility? Full- 
back and Namath bodyguard Matt Snell ruptured his Achil- 
les’ tendon in the third game of the *70 season. Until Snell 
starts running and cutting under game conditions, his recovery 
must be considered suspect. Emerson Boozer also was felled 
by the injury jinx, though he did look good at the end of the 
season. Ewbank used his first 1971 draft choice for a running 
back, John. Riggins, a 6-2, 225-pounder from Kansas, who 
broke Gale Sayers’ college rushing records. Riggins is both 
an inside and outside threat. He’ll contend for a job with hold- 
overs George Nock (a pleasant *70 surprise) and Lee White 
(injured again part of last year). Others looking for work 
include Clifford McClain, a 1970 rookie who is still an un- 
known quantity, and draft choice Steve Harkey. Phil Wise, 

(Continued on page 224) 
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Pioerensve UNIT ets 
Williams* Sowells* Sezai 
Leonard Leonard 
Dockery Hicks Farasopoulos* 
Thomas s MeAdams* bees 
cB Ebersole Spal’ NE 
Atkinson Onkotz Tannen 
( LB Crane cB 
Onkotz Baker 
Crane LB 
Grantham 
LB Palmer* 
McAdams* Hayes Eggold* 
Hayes Little Little 
‘Thompson Thompson Thompson Lomas 
Little Elliott Lomas Philbin 
A A fi a 
3 Soe sh a: ALie (eed 
Studdard* Fale Middendorf Perreault = Perreault =~——Finnie Stewart 
Harpring* —Bayless Dyches*® Kirksey* — Mooring* Arthur 
Turner Curtis® 
Flaska* 
OB bat 
HB Namath FB FL 
Boozer Woodall Snell 
Nock Davis White Maynard 
McClain Botts Mercein Caster 
Wisa* Riggins* O'Neal 
OFFENSIVE UNIT Harkey* Naim 
"Rookie 
JETS TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
82 Arthur, Gary TE 6-5 230 23 2 Miami (Ohio) 
62 Atkinson, Al LB 6-2 230 28 7 Villanova 
51 Baker, Ralph LB 6-3 235 29 8 Penn St. 
40 Battle, Mike S 6-1 175 25 3° So. California 
77 ~=Bayless, Tom G 6-3 240 23° 2 Purdue 
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Yrs. 
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
7 Bell, Ed WR 5-10 160 24 2 Idaho St. 
Betts, Jim s- Sic 190 1 Michigan 

32 Boozer, Emerson RB 5-11 195 28 6 Maryland St. 

88 Caster, Richard WR 6-55 222 22 2 = Jackson St. 

56 Crane, Paul LB-C 6-2 212 27 46 Alabama 
Curtis, John TE 63 215 21 1 Springfield (Mass.) 

15 Davis, Bob QB 62 205 25 5 Virginia 

43. Dockery, John cB 6-0 186 27 4 Harvard 
Dyches, Dan Cc 6-5 254 22 #1 South Carolina 

55 Ebersole, John LB 6-3 240 22 2 Penn St. 
Eggold, John DE .6-4 ‘225+ *22 1 Arizona 

80 Elliott, John DT 6-4 244 26 5 Texas 
Farasopoulos, Chris a: 5-11 190 22 1 Brigham Young 

61 Finnie, Roger T-G 63 245 25 3 Florida A&M 
Flaska, Greg DE- 63 220 22 1 Western Michigan 

70 Foley, Dave T 6-5 255 23 2 Ohio St. 

60 Grantham, Larry LB 6-0 210 33 12 Mississippi 
Harkey, Steve RB 6-2 210 22 1 Georgia Tech 
Harpring, John G 6-4 224 22 1 Michigan 

73 Hayes, Ray DT 65 248 25 2 Toledo 

67 Herman, Dave G 6-1 255 30 8 Michigan St. 

33. Hicks, W. K. Ss 6-1 195 29 8 Texas Southern 

75 Hill, Winston T 64 275 29 9 ‘Texas Southern 

48 Hollomon, Gus Ss 6-3 195 25 4 Houston 

3  Howfield, Bobby K 5-9 180 34 4 None 

22 Hudson, Jim s 62 210 28 7 Texas 
Johnson, Peter TE 6-1 215 1 Penn St. 
Kirksey, Roy G 63 255 24 1 Maryland St, 

87 Lammons, Pete TE 6-3 30 27 6 Texas 

28 Leonard, Cecil CB 5-11 160 25 3 Tuskegee 

57 Little, John Bon 6-3 220 24 2 Oklahoma St, 

84 Lomas, Mark DT- 6-4 230 23 2 No. Arizona 

DE 

50 McAdams, Carl DT 6-3 230 27 +4 Oklahoma 

42 McClain, Clifford RB 6-0 217 23 2 So. Carolina St. 

13. Maynard, Don WR 6-1 179 34 13 Texas Western 

30 Mercein, Chuck RB 62 222 28 6 Yale 

68 Middendorf, Dave G 6-3 260 25 4 Washington St. 
Mooring, John T 6-6 250 24 1 Tompa 

25 Nairn, Harvey WR 6-1 178 26 2 Southern 

12 Namath, Joe QB 6-2 200. 28 7 Alabama 

37 Nock, George RB 5-10 200 25 3 Morgan St. 

20 O'Neal, Steve P- 6-3 185 25 3 Texas A&M 

35 Onkotz, Dennis LB 6-1 220 +23 2 Penn Stcte 
Palmer, Scott DT 63 241 23 I Texas 

64 Perreault, Pete G-T 6-3 248 32 9 + Boston U. 

81 Philbin, Gerry DE 6-2 245 30 8 Buffalo 

66 Rasmussen, Randy G 6-2 255 26 5 Kearney St. 
Riggins, John RB 6-2 237 22 #241 Kansas 

52 Schmitt, John c 64 250 28 8 Hofstra 

41 Snell, Mott RB 6-2 219 30 #8 Ohio St. 
Sowells, Rich DB- 5-11 175 22 1 Alcorn A&M 

89 Stewart, Wayne TE 6-7 213 24 3 California 
Studdard, Vern WR- 6-0 180 23 1 Mississippi 

SP 
21 Tannen, Steve” CB 6-1 194 23 2 Florida 
45 Thomas, Earlie CB 6-1 190 25 2 Colorado St. 
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Yrs. 

No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 

85 Thompson, Steve oirs a 245 26 4 Washington 
Turner, Don G 62 250 24 +11 W. Carolina U. 

34 White, Lee RB 6-4 235 25 3 Weber St. 
Williams, Jim DB 6-1 188 23 1 Virginio St. 
Wise, Phil Oke 6-0 190) =6.22 1 Nebraska-Omaha 

Pp 
18 Woodall, Al QB 65 205 25 3 Duke 


drafted on the sixth round as a defensive back, will also get 
a look in the offensive backfield. 

When healthy, the Jets’ offensive line is good at blasting 
open holes for the runners and great at protecting Namath. 
But the only starter to stay healthy last year was left tackle 
Winston Hill. Guard Randy Rasmussen had an ankle sprain 
that hindered him throughout the campaign, and both right 
guard Dave Herman and center John Schmitt were bothered 
by nagging hurts. They should all be fully recovered this year. 
The problem at right tackle is still unsolved. Roger Finnie, 
small for a tackle but extremely strong, held the job at the 
start of 1970 but dislocated his ankle and missed the rest of 
the season. Dave Foley, his replacement, still seemed bothered 
by his knee—a holdover injury from ‘69. Both Finnie and Foley 
will compete with number two draft choice John Mooring, 
a 6-6, 250-pounder from Tampa. Depth will come from guards 
Dave Middendorf and Tom Bayless, center/tackle Pete Per- 
reault and rookies Roy Kirksey, Jack Harpring and Dan 
Dyches. 

Despite injuries the Jets finished first in total defense in the 
AFC—first against the rush, only ninth against the pass. But 
the opposifion completed only 43.1 percent of its passes against 
New York, lowest in the conference, The continued superior- 
ity of the Jets’ defense depends heavily on the complete re- 
covery of left end Gerry Philbin. Philbin dislocated his shoul- 
der, missed several games, then played the rest of the season 
Wearing a restrictive harness. Rookie Mark Lomas filled in at 
both tackle and end last year and wound up starting at left 
tackle in place of veteran Steve Thompson, who was bothered 
by injuries. They'll battle for the job this year. Right tackle 
John Elliott returns to scare the pants off opposition runners 
and passers, but the loss of right end Biggs, who played out 
his option and jumped to the Redskins, can't help. The Jets 
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occasionally criticized Verlon’s attitude, but he is a first-rate 
football player when he wants to be. Those contending for 
his job will be second-year men Lomas, John Little, Ray 
Hayes (last active in 1969) and rookies Scott Palmer and 
John Eggold. Fourth-round choice Bill Zapalac (Texas) 
could wind up on the line, at linebacker, or even at tight end. 

The linebackers are Al Atkinson in the middle, Larry 
Grantham and Ralph Baker outside. Coach Ewbank calls 
Atkinson the best linebacker around against both the pass and 
the rush. Grantham calls the defensive signals. This unit, 
playing together since 1966, is backed by Paul Crane, Dennis 
Onkotz and John Ebersole. Carl McAdams, last active with the 
Jets in ’69 as a defensive lineman, will give it a try at line- 
backer this year. He has never recovered from that pre-rookie 
season ankle fracture. 

The Jets’ secondary was completely revamped last season 
with the addition of rookies Earlie Thomas and Steve Tannen 
at the corners and two veterans acquired through trades, W. 
K. Hicks and Gus Hollomon, at the safeties. Coach Ewbank 
was especially pleased with the way the new cornerbacks con- 
trolled sweeps. And by season’s end, few quarterbacks dared 
pass into Thomas’ area. For added strength the Jets drafted 
Chris Farasopoulos of Brigham Young on the third round. He 
runs the 40 in 4.5 seconds. Other draftees, Phil Wise, Rich 
Sowells and Jim Betts, will also get a look, along with hold- 
over reserves John Dockery, Cecil Leonard, Mike Battle and 
taxi squadder James Williams. Veteran safety Jim Hudson 
had back trouble all through the "70 season and is unsure 
about his future. 

To bolster what coach Ewbank felt was one of the Jets’ 
biggest weaknesses, New York traded placekicker Jim Turner 
to Denver for Bobby Howfield. What Howfield is expected to 
do is kick field goals (which Turner did) and get Jet kickoffs 
deep into the end zone (which Turner didn’t). Rookies Fara- 
sopoulos, Studdard, Wise and Sowells will get looks as kickoff 
and punt return men, along with the fearless Battle. Ewbank 
hopes that at least one of the rookies will emerge as a much- 
needed game-breaker. Steve O’Neal is the punter. Last year 
he had a 40.1-yard average, a substantial drop from his 1969 
record but still good enough. 
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WEEB EWBANK: The stubby coach and gen- 
eral manager of the Jets sometimes presents 
an amusing figure next to the giant-sized 
football players in his charge. But Ewbank 
didn’t find the 1970 season particularly 
amusing, as injuries played the major part in 
producing the Jets’ worst won-loss record 
in the team’s history. But Weeb, a native of Richmond, In- 
diana, can always point with pride to his distinction of being 
the only coach to win pro football world championships in 
both the National and American Leagues. He won world titles 
back-to-back in 1958 and 1959 with the Baltimore Colts, and 
he was boss of the Jets when they took the sports world by 
storm with their sensational 16-7 upset victory over the same 
Colts for the 1968 championship. In 17 years as a head coach, 
nine with Baltimore and the last eight with New York, Weeb 
has coached his teams to 113 victories against 104 defeats. 
At Miami University of Ohio, he was a captain of the baseball 
team, a member of the basketball team, and—despite what Joe 
Namath may have heard—Ewbank was a quarterback once, 
too—at Miami. For 14 years following his graduation, Weeb 
served as an assistant coach at Miami. In 1943 he joined Paul 
Brown at the Great Lakes Naval Training Station as an as- 
sistant. When the war ended, Ewbank moved to Brown Uni- 
versity as the backfield coach in football and as the head 
coach in basketball. After one season in the Ivy League he was 
enticed back to the midwest to become head football coach at 
Washington University in St. Louis. After guiding his collegians 
to their finest records in three decades, Ewbank rejoined Paul 
Brown for five years as line coach of the Cleveland Browns, 
when that club was the most powerful in pro ball. He went 
to Baltimore as head man in 1954 and continued his reputation 
for being connected with winners. 


Joe Namath: His ailing knees long have made him suscep- 
tible to injury, but until Joe Namath fell heavily on his throw- 
ing arm five plays from the end of a game against Baltimore 
last October 18, causing him to miss the last nine games of 
the schedule, Joe never had missed any action because of in- 
jury in six pro years. Ironically, the wrist fracture he sustained 
came near the conclusion of one of the greatest passing per- 
formances in Namath’s career, a game in which he set Jet 
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records for attempts (62), completions (34), and rolled up 
his third highest one-game yardage total, 397. Joe remained in 
the Baltimore game after suffering his injury because the Jets 
were trying to pull out a game in which they were trailing, 
29-22. Joe hit on three of his final five throws but couldn’t 
pull out the victory. The irrepressible Broadway Joe had nursed 
notions of retiring from football before last season, but dis- 
claimed any such notion this season, indicating almost immedi- 
ately after being sidelined in 1970 that he would be back in 
1971. 


John Elliott: Defensive right tackle John Elliott was the only 
member of the Jets’ regular front four to escape serious injury 
in 1970. At 6-4 and 250 pounds, Elliott, who once highjumped 
six feet, five inches in high school, is one of the quickest, 
most mobile linemen in the game. “Sacking” the opposing 
quarterback is his specialty. He has led New York in that 
category for the past two seasons, getting to the passer 15 
times in 1969 and 16 times last year. For his great work, the 
Jets yoted John the team’s Most Valuable Player, only the 
second time in the club’s 11-year history that the award has 
gone to a defensive player. A pro for only four years, Elliott 
already is acclaimed as one of the super tackles in pro ball. 


Winston Hill: Though he had been a stalwart on New York’s 
offensive line for six years, Winston Hill was barely heard of 
until his brilliant handling of Ben Davidson and Ordell Braase 
in the 1968 AFL championship and Super Bowl, respectively. 
Now the 6-4, 270-pound offensive left tackle of the Jets is 
universally regarded as a standout lineman. Winston seems 
to perform best against the strongest opponents. Two of his 
finest games in 1970 were against Los Angeles’ Coy Bacon and 
Minnesota’s Jim Marshall. The Jets scored major upset yic- 
tories in both games. Hill was originally drafted by Baltimore 
out of Texas Southern, but the Colts let him go before he had 
played even a minute for them. The Jets saw enough in the 
huge but awkward youngster to sign him as a free agent. Win- 
ston has enjoyed the finest two seasons of his career the past 
two years since he lowered his weight from the 280-pound 
bracket. 


Matt Snell: The Jets’ running kingpin when healthy, 219- 
pound fullback Matt Snell was another of their multitude of 
wounded last season, seeing only enough action to bang out 
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281 yards and one touchdown in 64 carries. After pacing 
New York to first place in the AFC rushing statistics for the 
first three games of 1970, Snell ruptured his Achilles’ tendon 
against Buffalo and underwent surgery. It was a rude come- 
down from the 1969 campaign, during which Matt earned All- 
Pro honors for the first time by running for 695 yards and 
catching passes for 187 more. The only times Matt has failed 
to finish among the top ten in rushing were the two seasons he 
missed with injury, last year and in 1967, when he was out 
with a knee injury. Despite his numerous skills when in pos- 
session of the football, Snell is perhaps best known for his pass 
protection. Weeb Ewbank calls the 30-year-old Ohio State 
graduate “the best pass protector in football.” 


Don Maynard: Pro football’s all-time receiving leader (among 
active players), Don Maynard got into just seven games in 
1970 and was able to add only 525 yards to his career total, 
which now stands at 10,898 yards on 582 catches and 84 
touchdowns. The 34-year-old flanker started experiencing leg 
troubles during the 1970 pre-season and they were the cause 
of his abbreviated regular season. Tall and skinny, Maynard is 
entering his 15th season in the pro ranks, and his 13th with 
the Jets. Originally drafted by the New York Giants after a 
collegiate career at Texas Western, Don spent one unproduc- 
tive season in New York and another with the Hamilton 
Tiger-Cats of the Canadian League before entering the infant 
American League as a member of New York’s original AFL 
Titans in 1960. Don has enjoyed five 1,000-yard years, with 
a high of 1,434 in 1967. 


Randy Rasmussen: The Jet’s offensive left guard, voted the 
team’s Most Valuable Player by his teammates in 1969, was 
off to an even better 1970 when he ran afoul of the injury 
jinx that felled nearly half the squad at one time or another. 
In Randy’s case, the injury he suffered was a severe ankle 
sprain. At his best, Rasmussen was superb, handling the likes 
of Minnesota’s Alan Page and Los Angeles’ Diron Talbert 
with comparative ease. Randy, a 12th-round draft choice out 
of Nebraska’s little Kearney State, was the only rookie starter 
for the Jets in 1967. He’s an excellent pulling guard whom 
many feel still has his best seasons ahead of him. Randy, who’s 
6-2 and 255, was an All-NAIA offensive tackle for two years. 


NEW YORK JETS 229 


Emerson Boozer: Talk about triple threats in football. Emerson 
Boozer, the 5-11, 207-pound halfback of the Jets, goes one 
better. In addition to being proficient at running, pass re- 
ceiving and blocking, Boozer excels in public speaking. He is 
one of the most highly-sought Jets for the post-season ban- 
quet tour. Emerson also conducts a sports show on a New 
York radio station and aspires to a full-time broadcasting 
career when he’s finished playing. For the present, Boozer, six 
years out of Maryland State, will let his actions speak for him. 
His past two seasons have been the best of his pro career, He 
picked up 581 yards in 1970 after a 604-yard year in “69. 
Emerson got off to a brilliant beginning last season, with 148 
yards and three touchdowns in the first two games. But he was 
another victim of the injury avalanche which struck the Jets’ 
offense in the third game of the year against Buffalo. Boozer 
missed four games in all with bruised rib cartilage. He came 
back late in the season with 115- and 114-yard performances 
against Oakland and Miami, respectively, the second and 
third best one-game outputs in his career, In 1969 he pounded 
out 129 yards against Cincinnati. 


Gerry Philbin: A member of the all-time all-AFL team as 
selected by the Pro Football Hall of Fame, Gerry Philbin, the 
Jets’ defensive left end, experienced the same frustrations in 
1970 as many of his New York teammates. Gerry dislocated 
his left shoulder in the first pre-season game against Buffalo 
and underwent surgery to repair the damage before the regular 
season had even begun. Philbin, 6-2, 245, missed the first four 
championship contests and had to wear a harness for his left 
shoulder and arm for the first four games in which he appeared. 
This naturally restricted his usually formidable pass rush. By 
the end of 1970 Gerry was performing at close to peak effi- 
ciency, and the prospects for his eighth pro season in 1971 look 
promising. He has excellent range and speed. When he gradu- 
ated from the University of Buffalo, Philbin weighed only 205 
pounds. He still isn’t big as defensive ends go, but Gerry has 
few rivals at the position. 


Richard Caster: The Jets’ receiving corps, among the best in 
football for several years, fell upon hard times last season. 
But a large (6-5, 222 pounds), ingenuous rookie named 
Richard Caster played a large part in preventing what could 
have been a total breakdown. New York’s second draft choice 
in 1970 out of Jackson State, where he had averaged 22.7 
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yards per catch and had caught 28 scoring passes in four 
years, Caster nabbed 19 passes in 1970 for 393 yards, a 
highly laudable 20.7-yard average gain. Rich’s biggest catch 
of the year was a 72-yard scoring bomb thrown by Joe Namath 
against Baltimore, Caster has outstanding speed to go with 
his size. Although he played mostly flanker last season when 
Don Maynard’s pulled muscle persisted, Rich may be moved 
to tight end in 1971 to give the Jets an additional deep threat. 
He must overcome a tendency to blow the easy catch. 


W. K. Hicks: A teammate of Winston Hill at Texas Southern, 
where he was an All-American defensive halfback, W. K. 
Hicks joined the Jets via a trade from Houston in 1970. He 
played a key role in New York’s secondary defense, which 
allowed opponents a league low of 43.1 percent in pass com- 
pletions. The 6-1, 195-pounder, who is entering his ninth pro 
season, intercepted eight passes from his free safety post last 
year, tying Miami’s Dick Anderson for second place in the 
AFC, and for third place in the league, They also were the 
most interceptions in one season by a Jet since Dainard Paulson 
established the team record in 1964. W. K., whose initials 
stand for Wilmer Kenzie, has 35 career steals, with a high 
of nine in 1965, when he led the AFL. With Houston, Hicks 
Was a regular at both cornerback and free safety for six years. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
NEW YORK JETS 


September 19 at Baltimore; 27* at St. Louis. 

October 3 at Miami; 10 at New England; 17 Buffalo; 24 
Miami; 31 at San Diego. 

November 7 Kansas City; 14 Baltimore; 21 at Buffalo; 28 San 
Francisco. 

December 4 at Dallas; 12 New England; 19 Cincinnati. 


* Night game, 
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OAKLAND 
RAIDERS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—J/st (AFC Western) 


Strengths—o balanced offense with the best combination of run- 
ners and receivers in the pros, a tough offensive line and a top 
quarterback, 

Biggest needs— improved defense against the rush. 

1970 finish—J]st (AFC Western, 8—4—2) 


Maybe the Oakland Raiders aren’t a sure-fire choice to win 
the Western Division championship this year, but they have 
one good thing going for them: their principal Western Division 
rivals San Diego and Kansas City face much tougher sched- 
ules in *71, and that could well be the deciding factor in 
Oakland’s favor. The argument against the Raiders is that the 
division championship they won last season was a matter of 
luck—or rather, of miracles, Without George Blanda’s last- 
minute heroics game after game, Oakland would have finished 
second to Kansas City. But George didn’t do it entirely by 
himself. The rest of the team had enough poise and pride not 
to give up until the gun sounded. 

The Raiders have very much the same personnel as last 
year. Daryle Lamonica again figures to be the number one 
quarterback, and Blanda, 44, returns as backup QB and prize 
placekicker. If that isn’t enough, left-handed Ken Stabler, 
entering his second full pro season, will be available. But the 
6-1, 194-pounder has yet to show what he can do, except in 
pre-season games. 

(Continued on page 234) 
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R DEFENSIVE UNIT a 
a Weathers 
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Stowarz West! 
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cB Slough* Martin® 
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Budness Benson CB 
Enyart Laskey 
Villaplano* Conners LB 
Irons LB 
G. Otto 
Gesterling* Poston® Jones* 
Oats Botson Thoms Dotson 
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A gi fi E 
ii pe 1 = Te Chester 
Sherman Syihus foot Buehler Svihus Mackinnon 
Dickey Koegel* LeMoins Koy 
: Mosra* 
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Smith Blanda Dixon Bijetntkotf 
Todd Stabler Hubbard Bule 
Highsmith Banaszak Thornton — 
Bavis* Koy Hill* 
OFFENSIVE UNIT amett® 
*Rookie 
RAIDERS TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
43 Atkinson, George DB 6-0 180 24 4 Morris Brown 
40 Banaszak, Pete RB 5-11 210 27 6 Miami (Fla.) 
50 Benson, Duane LB 6-2 215 26 5 Hamline 
25 Biletnikoff, Fred WR 6-1 190 28 7 Florida St. 
16 Blanda, George QB- 6-2 215 43 22 Kentucky 
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Name 


Brown, Bob 
Brown, Willie 
Budness, Bill 
Buhler, George 
Buie, Drew 
Chester, Ray 
Cline, Tony 
Conners, Dan 
Davidson, Ben 
Davis, Clarence 
Dickey, Eldridge 
Dixon, Hewritt 
Dotson, Al 
Eischeid, Mike 
Enyart, Bill 
Garnett, Dave 
Giles, Andy 
Gipson, Tim 
Harvey, Jim 
Highsmith, Don 
Hill, Chuck 
Hubbard, Marv 
Irons, Gerald 
Jones, Horace 
Keating, Tom 
Koegel, Warren 
Koy, Ted 
Lamonica, Daryle 
Laskey, Bill 
LeMoine, Jim 
MacKinnon, Jacque 
Martin, Don 
Mcore, Bob 
Natzel, Mick 
Nevett, Elijah 
Oats, Carleton 
Oesterling, Tim 
Orzulck, Skip 
Otto, Gus 

Otto, Jim 
Poston, James 
Rice, Harold 
Shell, Art 
Sherman, Rod 
Slough, Greg 
Smith, Chartie 
Stabler, Ken 
Stawarz, Tony 
Svihus, Bob 
Tatum, Jack 
Thoms, Art 
Thornton, Bubba 
Todd, Larry 
Upshaw, Gene 
Villopiano, Phil 
Warren, Jimmy 
Weathers, Carl 


Wells, Warren 
West, William 
Wilson, Nemiah 


Yrs. 
Wt. Age Pro 


Pos. Ht. 

T 6-4% 290 29 8 
DB 6-1 190 30 9 
LB 62 215 28 8 
G 6-2 260 2 
WR 6-0 178 24 3 
TE 6-3 220 23 2 
DE 6-2 230 23 2 
LB 6-] 230 30 8 
DE 6-8 280 31 11 

RB 5-10 190 22 1 
WR 6-2 198 25 2 
RB 6-1 230 31 8 
DT 6-4 260 28 6 
K 6-0 190 30 6 
LB 6-4 235 24 3 
RB 6-2 215 22 1 
LB 6-3 230 22 1 
DT 66 290 23 1 
G 6-5 250 28 6 
RB 6-0 200 2 ys) 
WR 6-0 175 23 #1 
RB 6-1] 215 25 3 
LB 62 230 24 2 
DE 63 240 22 JI 
DT 6-2 247 28 7 
Co” 16-3: S250" 220 Si 

EE) OO>1 Ty 270) 5 28ie 
QB 63 215 30 9 
LB 6-3 235 28 6 
Go "6-2; $2454 126 
TE 6-4 (235. 632.19 

DB 5-11 180 21 1 

TE 6-3 220 22 1 

DB 6-1 190 22 1 

Sh 96-0); “38S~ “264 5 
DT 6-3 260 29 rs 
DT 6-4 240 23 1 

WR 6-2 195 24 1 

LB 6-1 220 27 7 
Cy VG "24S. SST Ue 
Dihi6-3' 250° 2220481 

BE V6-2) (230. -26). “1 

7 6-5 255 24 4 
WR 6-0 190) =.26 5 
LB) 6-3) 9290" 24" oF 

RB 6-0 205 25 4 
QB 6-1 194 25 2 
DB 6-0 190 24 1 

vi 6-4 245 28 is 
DB 5-10 200 22 1 
DT 6-5 250 24 3 
WR 6-0 175 4 =—-24 2 
RB 6-1 185 28 7 
G 6-5 255 26 5 
LB 6-1 210 22 1 
DB 5-11 175 32 8 
LB- 6-2 220 23 2 

DE 

WR 6-1 190 28 6 
DBS 5-10 180 24 1 
DB 6-0 160 28 7 
5625 2800" +24. =) 


College 


Nebraska 
Grambling 
Boston U. 
Stanford 
Catawba 
Morgan St, 
Miami (Fla.) 
Miami (Fla.) 
Woshinaton 
So. California 
Tennessee St. 
Florida A&M 
Grambling 
Upper lowa 
Oregon St. 
Pittsburgh 
William & Mary 
Texas-El Paso 
Mississippi 
Michigan St. 
Sam Houston St. 
Colgate 
Marytand St, 
Louisville 
Michigan 
Penn St. 
Texas 

Notre Dome 
Michigan 
Utah St. 
Colgate 

Yale 
Stanford 
Central Michigan 
Clork 

Florida A&M 
UCLA 


Pittsburgh 
Missouri 
Miami (Fla.) 
South Carolina 
Tennessee St. 
Maryland St. 
So, California 
So. California 
Utah 
Alabama 
Miami (Fia.) 
So. California 
Ohio St. 
Syracuse 

Tcu 

Arizona St, 
Texas A&l 
Bowling Green 
!Hinois 

San Diego St. 


Texas Southern 
Tennessee St. 
Grambling 
Nebraska 


Wynn, Mike 
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Charlie Smith, Hewritt Dixon and Marv Hubbard give Oak- 
land a strong and versatile running game. Smith has the speed, 
Dixon the heft. Hubbard, the backup fullback last season, 
gained 246 yards for a splendid 4.8-yard average. According 
to head coach John Madden, Marv gives the ground game a 
lift. The holdover reserves are Pete Banaszak, Larry Todd and 
Don Highsmith. Ted Koy could return to the backfield after a 
tryout at tight end as a rookie last year. This year’s rookie 
crop includes Clarence Davis (USC) and Daye Garnett (Pitt). 
Davis could be outstanding if he didn’t have Charlie Smith 
ahead of him. 

Oakland’s passing game was the best in the AFC last year; 
wide receivers Fred Biletnikoff and Warren Wells and rookie 
tight end Ray Chester each caught more than 40 passes and 
scored a total of 25 touchdowns. Chester caught a pass in 
every game. The wide reserves are veteran Rod Sherman, and 
youngsters Drew Buie, Eldridge Dickey and Bubba Thornton. 
With that much talent available, the Raiders waited until the 
17th round to draft a wide receiver—Chuck Hill of Sam 
Houston State. The backup tight ends are veteran pro Jacque 
MacKinnon, Ted Koy and fifth-round draft choice Rob Moore 
of Stanford. 

The Raiders have always possessed a strong offensive line, 
and this year is no exception. Perennial All-Leaguer Jim Otto 
is back at center, the guards are Jim Harvey and Gene Up- 
shaw, and the tackles are Bob Brown, acquired from Los An- 
geles in exchange for tackle Harry Schuh, and Art Shell, who 
beat Bob Svihus out of a starting job last year. The reserve 
guard is third-year man George Buehler, while Svihus backs 
up at tackle. Third-round draft choice Warren Koegel (Penn 
State) will be tried at guard, tackle and center. The Raiders 
will also take another look at guard Jim LeMoine, a three- 
year pro who was last active with the Oilers in 1969. 

Defensively, the Oakland pass rush is one of the best. Ben 
Davidson, entering his 11th pro season, is at right end, while 
Tom Keating and Carleton Oats man the tackles. At left end, 
240-pound Tony Cline performed well as a rookie last season, 
and is expected to hold the job. The available substitutes are 
Art Thoms and Al Dotson, and rookies Tim Oéesterling 
(UCLA), James Poston (South Carolina) and Horace Jones 
(Louisville). 

The Raider linebackers fell way off in their defense against 
the run last season as every available linebacker saw action. 
Middle linebacker Dan Connors missed four games after frac- 
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turing his arm; when he returned he had to play with a pro- 
tective pad. Conners will meet competition from Bill Enyart, 
acquired from Buffalo during the off-season. Enyart is big 
(6-4, 235). He was a running back last year but played some 
linebacker in college. The outside linebackers are veterans Bill 
Laskey, Gus Otto and possibly health food faddist Chip Oliver, 
the celebrated dropout who may decide to drop back in. Bill 
Budness, Duane Benson and Gerald Irons are also capable 
reserves, and rookies with a chance are second draft choice 
Phil Villapiano (Bowling Green) and Greg Slough (USC), 
drafted on the sixth round. Carl Weathers, a second-year man, 
will be tried at both linebacker and safety. 

There’s plenty of experience in the secondary with corner- 
backs Willie Brown, Nemiah Wilson and Jimmy Warren, and 
safety George Atkinson. But Dave Grayson’s departure to San 
Diego (he “retired” until the Raiders arranged the trade to 
his hometown), leaves a gap at free safety—a gap likely to be 
filled by six-foot, 218-pound first-round draft choice Jack 
Tatum of Ohio State. He’s squat but quick and a ferocious 
hitter. William West (Tennessee State), sprinter Don Martin 
(Yale), Mick Natzel (Central Michigan) and Tony Stawarz 
(Miami, Fla.) are other draftees getting a look. The Raiders 
have also acquired safety Elijah Nevett, a converted corner- 
back, from New Orleans. , 

Even if George Blanda never throws another foothall, he is 
still one of the most reliable placekickers alive. Last year he 
was responsible for 36 PATs and kicked 16 of 29 field goals, 
many under incredible pressure. The punting is done by Mike 
Bischeid, who can also placekick, 


JOHN MADDEN: For his age, John Madden 
has a solid list of accomplishments. At 35, 
he’s the youngest head coach in the NFL, 
but in only two years as Raider head coach, 
he has compiled a 20—5—3 record and led 
the team to two division championships. In 
1969, his first season, the Raiders wound up 
with a 12—1—1 record, the best in pro football, and Madden 
was named AFL Coach of the Year. Last season he coached 
the AFC All-Stars in the Pro Bowl. Madden turned to coach- 
ing in 1960 when, at age 23, he had to cut short his playing 
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career with the Philadelphia Eagles after he suffered a knee 
injury. He started out at Hancock Junior College in Cali- 
fornia, where he quickly moved up to the head coaching job. 
In 1963 Hancock won a league championship and was ranked 
ninth in the country with an 8—1 record. In *64 the 6-4, 260- 
pound Madden moved to San Diego State as a defensive co- 
ordinator. Then, in 1967, he joined the Raiders as linebacker 
coach. Two years later, Raider managing partner Al Davis 
tabbed him to replace John Rauch. Madden was an All- 
Conference tackle at California-Poly, 


Daryle Lamonica; For three consecutive years, 6-3, 215-pound 
Daryle Lamonica passed for more than 3,000 yards. But the 
string was broken last season when Daryle was limited to only 
2,516 yards passing. Even so, the Raider quarterback was the 
AFC’s passing yardage leader. Lamonica was the Conference’s 
top-ranking passer (statistically), despite placing first in only 
one of the deciding areas—he tied San Diego’s John Hadi for 
most touchdown passes thrown, 22. Lamonica, unanimously 
chosen the AFL’s Most Valuable Player in *69, now has thrown 
111 touchdown passes in his four years with Oakland. How- 
ever, his record of throwing a TD pass in consecutive games 
was stopped at 25 last season; it was the second longest such 
streak in NFL history, Daryle, 30, is still criticized for his slow 
release and for throwing long too often; he was openly criti- 
cized by Raider boss Davis for deserting Oakland’s successful 
Tunning game plan against Baltimore in the AFC play-off. Just 
as Daryle was directing Oakland downfield on the ground, he 
broke the pattern with a pass. It was intercepted as Davis 
fumed, calling it a turning point in the game. 


Willie Brown: All-Pro cornerback Willie Brown missed almost 
five games with a shoulder separation midway through the 
1970 season, but was still named to the Pro Bowl squad. 
Brown, an eight-year veteran (he played four seasons with 
Denver before joining Oakland in 1967), may not get as many 
interceptions as other defensive backs, but earns his glory 
by not giving up completions. The 6-1, 190-pounder has ex- 
cellent speed and exceptionally quick reflexes. He can play 
his man close to the line, then break with him and play bump 
and run. Houston signed Willie as a free agent in 1963, but 
then cut him from the squad. He got a chance with Denver, 
however, and in 1964 intercepted nine passes and won All- 
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AFL honors. Last year he wound up with only three inter 
ceptions, giving him a career total of 32. 


George Blanda: QOakland’s magician, silver-haired George 
Blanda, was the AFC’s Player of the Year in 1970, his 21st 
season in pro football. Blanda also won the honor back in 
1958, while with the Houston Oilers, when many of his cur- 
rent teammates were in elementary school. He also became 
the first football, player since 1955 to win the AP’s Male 
Athlete of the Year award last year. Five times during the *70 
season Blanda led the Raiders either to a victory or a tie 
when they already seemed out of the game. In other words, 
without Blanda—passing, calling plays and placekicking—the 
Raiders wouldn’t have been playing in any championship 
games last year. He’s a natural leader, simply because he still 
suits up every Sunday at age 44. Coach Madden says of 
Blanda, “He never comes to me and asks for any favors. When 
we do wind sprints after practice, he does them all just like 
everyone else on the squad.” Last year Blanda scored 84 
points with his foot (36 PATs and 16 field goals) and threw 
for six touchdowns while completing 52.7 percent of his 
passes. He is the Raiders’ all-time scoring leader with 422 
points in the four years since he was traded to Oakland by 
Houston. 


Warren Wells: He may have problems away from the foot- 
ball stadium, but Warren Wells doesn’t make many mistakes 
when he’s in uniform. Wells has had a few run-ins with the 
law (recently he was arrested for drunken driving and even 
more recently, he was stabbed), but the speedy wide receiver 
makes headlines for his exploits on the football field as well. 
One of the NFL’s finest deep receivers, Wells caught 43 passes 
last year, averaging 21.7 yards per reception, and scored 11 
touchdowns. He now has caught a pass in 42 straight games. 
Wells, a 6-1, 190-pounder, had trouble catching passes in 
the pros when he first broke in with Detroit in 1964. He spent 
two years in the service before Oakland signed him as a free 
agent in *67 after he was cut by the Kansas City Chiefs, 
Counting two receptions he made in ’64, Wells now has a 
five-year total of 158 receptions. 


Hewritt Dixon: In 1968 fullback Hewritt Dixon ranked third 
among AFL rushers with 865 yards gained. Last year Dixon 
ranked third again, but missed by only four yards, duplicating 
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his career high mark; he gained 861 yards for a 4.4 average 
in 1970. Always a double threat, however, Dixon caught 31 
passes last year, a skill he perfected as a tight end while with 
Denver. A bull at 6-1 and 230-pounds, the eight-year veteran 
is an adept lead blocker, too. Dixon had consecutive games 
last year in which he rushed for more than 100 yards—164 
yards against Washington and 106 against Philadelphia. 


Bob Brown; At 6-4 and 295 pounds, it’s hard to envision Bob 
Brown having the speed to get out in front of his runners when 
necessary. But he can. And when he hangs back on pass pro- 
tection, very few defensive linemen can get by the former 
Nebraska All-America. Despite his All-Pro status, it’s doubtful 
Brown will ever be used as a model for budding offensive 
tackles. “I like to crouch low and keep one foot far behind the 
other,” he explains. “Linemen come in different sizes and 
should take the stance most comfortable for them. I don't 
know anybody else who does this and I wouldn’t advise any- 
one to use it.” The Raiders acquired him from Los Angeles 
in June. 


Fred Biletnikeff: Although his pass catching total was off last 
year, Fred Biletnikoff continued to pace the Raiders in recep- 
tions for the third straight year. In 1970 the six-year veteran 
caught 45 passes for 768 yards and scored seven touchdowns, 
tanking fifth in the AFC. His string of catching a pass in 
consecutive games was broken, but Biletnikoff has now had 
a reception in 51 of his last 52 games. His 241 career catches 
are only 14 short of Oakland’s all-time record of 254 held by 
Art Powell. The 6-1, 190-pound Biletnikoff, not fast at all, 
has a reputation of making circus catches look easy. A record- 
setting pass catcher while at Florida State, the former All- 
American receiver was the Raiders’ number two draft choice 
in 1965, 


Ben Davidson: Defensive end Ben Davidson has problems— 
with his handlebar mustache, that is. “I have to wax it and 
sometimes it looks crooked, so I have to keep straightening it 
out,” he says. “And after practice it drops right into my 
mouth.” The mustache may drop, but Davidson gets his share 
of dropped quarterbacks, too. Considered the roughest of the 
Raiders’ front four, Davidson is a consistent pass rusher. A 
veritable mountain of strength at 6-8 and 280 pounds, he’s 
entering his eighth year with Oakland since signing as a free 
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agent in 1964 after trials with the Giants, Redskins and 
Packers. 


Raymond Chester: The only rookie starter in the Pro Bowl 
last year was Ray Chester, the Raiders’ tight end. Chester 
had been “shocked” when Oakland drafted him on the first 
round in 1970, since he’d had an off-season at Morgan State 
in his senior year. But he repaid the Raiders’ confidence by 
catching 42 passes last season for 556 yards and seven touch- 
downs after taking over the starting job early in the campaign. 
An all-around athlete, the 6-3, 220-pounder played linebacker, 
running back and tight end in college. A track star, too, 
Chester has run the 40 in 4.6. Some of his success last season 
has to be attributed to the Colts’ tight end John Mackey, who 
befriended Ray and taught him some tricks of the trade. 
Ironically, Chester was picked ahead of Mackey for the Pro 
Bowl squad last year. 


Tom Keating: Despite a leg injury last season, Tom Keating 
looked like one of the top defensive tackles around. Keating 
—who had missed the entire 68 campaign with a torn Achilles’ 
tendon—may not be as awesomely quick as he once was. But 
he’s still agile, strong (6-2 and 247 pounds) and an experi- 
enced, hard-to-discourage pass rusher. He was traded to Oak- 
land by Buffalo in 1965 and was an AFL All-Star in "66 and 
67. It was in the latter game that he suffered the devastating 
injury. Even if he makes it all the way back to All-Star status, 
Keating, 29, says that he won't play in the post-season game 
and risk another avoidable injury. 


Jim Otto: For the 11th straight year, center Jim Otto won all- 
league honors in 1970—his 11th pro season. One of the orig- 
inal Raiders from way back in 1959, when he was drafted 
out of Miami (Fla.), Otto has played in 154 consecutive 
games—and every AFL All-Star game. Last year he was 
named to the Pro Bowl squad. As a rookie Otto weighed only 
210 pounds, but these days he’s closer to 250 and uses every 
ounce of his strength, along with quickness and experience, 
to be one of the most effective pass blockers around. But he’s 
really at his best on running plays when he wipes out the 
middle linebacker and moves downfield to work on the 
secondary, 
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OAKLAND RAIDERS 


September 19 at New England; 26 at San Diego. 

October 4* at Cleveland; 10 Denver; 17 Philadelphia; 24 
Cincinnati; 31 Kansas City. 

November 7 at New Orleans; 14 Houston; 21 San Diego; 
28 Baltimore. 

December 5 at Atlanta; 12 at Kansas City; 19 at Denver. 


* Night game, 


25 


PITTSBURGH 
STEELERS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—2nd (AFC Central) 


Strengths—powerful defensive line headed by Greene, improving 
pass receiving, and Fuqua sparking an underrated ground game. 


Biggest needs—a take-charge quarterback—either Hanratty or 
Bradshaw, 


1970 finish—3rd (AFC Central, 5—9—0) 


Looking at the situation realistically, it would have been 
quite a miracle if Terry Bradshaw had led the Steelers to a 
winning season, let alone a division title last year. Hailed as 
the savior of a team which had never won any title since its 
inception in 1933, Bradshaw was expected to do wondrous 
things in his rookie year after becoming the NFL’s number 
one draft choice. But the Steelers, coming off a 1-13 record 
in *69, couldn’t really have expected to do much better than 
the 5-9 record they accomplished last season. The process of 
building a winner from inexperienced, though promising, 
youngsters is a slow one. The Steelers are content with the 
progress made so far; head coach Chuck Noll has had an 
additional two years tagged onto his existing contract. 

Most young quarterbacks are given a chance to watch and 
learn from a veteran for a year or two before the responsibil- 
ities are handed over to them. But Bradshaw, who performed 
well in the pre-season, and had. only second-year quarterback 
Terry Hanratty to learn from, took over from the start. Even- 
tually he wound up sharing duties with Hanratty. Neither 
quarterback played especially well. They'll be battling each 

(Continued on page 244) 
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Askson* E.Holmes* Williams® 
Greenwood Washington Arndt Brown* 
McGee Hinton Greene Voss 


Smith Haggerty Davis Mansfield © Van Dyke Brown Hughes 
Bryant Kolb Gagner Clack* Wenzel Sharp Mass 
Kalina Felice*  M.Holmes* — Mullins* Makin* Bell* Person® 
Hickman* McClure* Guenther* Brown’ 
Ce a () 
Pearson Hanratty Fuqua Shanklin 
Blejer Leahy* Bankston Stoggers 
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Ehle* Hubbert Edwards* 
a 
forrest UNIT Sis Crone 
*Rookie 


STEELERS TEAM ROSTER 


Yrs. 
No, Name Pos, Hf. Wt. Age Pro College 
85 Adams, Bob TE 62 225 25 3 Pacific 
58 Allen, Chuck LB 6-0 227 32 12 Washington 
Anderson, Mike LB’ 6-2) © 220. °22 1 Louisiana St. 
Anderson, Ralph DB 6-2 180 22 1 West Texas St. 


71 Arndt, Dick OT 6-5 265 27 #4«5 Idaho 
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No. Name Pos, Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Askson, Burt LB 6-3 220 25 1 Texas Southern 

28 Austin, Ocie Ss 6-3 200 24 4 UtahSt. 

46 Bankston, Warren RB 6-4 230 24 3 Tulane 

29 Barry, Fred CB 5-10 184 23 2 BostonU. 

37 Beatty, Chuck Ss 6-2, 199 24 3. North Texas St. 
Bell, Harold T-G 6-4 275 22 1 Morgon St. 

20 Bleier, Rocky RB 5-11 205 25 3 Notre Dame 

47 Blount, Mel CB 6-3 205 23 2 Southern 

12 Bradshaw, Terry QB 6-3 218 23 £2 Louisiana Tech 
Brister, Fred LB 6-2 220 22 #1 Mississippi 
Brown, Gerald DE 6-4 248 24 1 Mississippi Volley 

74 Brown, John T 6-2 250 32 10 Syracuse 
Brown, Lorry TE 6-4 225 22 1 Kansas 
Brungard, Daye RB 5-10 200 23 #1 Alaboma 

32 Bryant, Hubije WR 5-10 175 25 2 Minnesota 
Bumpas, Dick DT 6-2 230 21 1 Arkansas 

44 Calland, Lee CB 6-0 190 30 9 Louisville 
Clack, Jim 4 6-3 250 23 1 Wake Forest 

30 Cole, Terry RB 6-1 220 26 4 Indiana 
Crowe, Lorry RB 6-1 WOBm 2) 1 Texas Southern 
Curtis, Dale PK 5-914 195 24 1 U.S. International 

53 Davis, Henry LB 63 235 28 %$4 Grambling 

57 Davis, Sam G 6-1 255 27 5 Allen 
Davis, Steve RB 5-11%213 9-22 1 Delaware St, 
Edwards, Glen WR 6-0 185 24 1 Florida A&M 
Ehle, Dan RB 6-2 210 24 1 Howard Payne 
Evans, McKinney DB 5-11 187 22 1 NewMex, 

Highlands 
Felice, Lee nF 6-4 241 23 1 San Diego St. 

54 Fisher, Doug LB 6-1 225 24 3 San Diego St. 

33 Fuqua, John RB 5-11 200 25 3 Morgan St. 

79 Gagner, Larry G 6-2 275 27 5 Florida 
Gibson, George DB 5-11 187 22 1 Jackson St. 
Glass, Ira RB 60 200 23 1 Louisville 

24 Graham, Ken S 6-0 205 29 8 Washington St. 

75 Greene, Joe DT 6-4 280 24 3 North Texas Sf. 

68 Greenwood, L. C. DE 6-5 240 25 3 Arkansas AM&N 
Guenther, Gary T-G 6-3 260 22 1 Boston Col. 

76 Haggerty, Mike T 6-4 250 25 5 Miami (Fla.) 
Ham, Jack LB 6-3 220 22 1 Penn St. 
Hanneman, Craig G 6-32 237 22 1 Oregon St, 

5 Hanratty, Terry QB 6-i 210 23 3 Notre Dame 

69  Hilleband, Jerry LB 6-3 230 31 9 Colorado 

64 Hinton, Chuck DT 6-5 264 32 8 NorthCorolinaCol, 
Holmes, Ernie DT 6-5 264 23 1 Texas Southern 
Holmes, Mel G 6-3 251 21 1 North Carolina 
Hubbert, Brad RB 6-1 240 30 #5 Arizona 

82 Hughes, Dennis TE 6-1 220 23 2 Georgia 
Huntley, Walt DB 6-0 187 22 1 Trinity 

84 Kalina, Dave WR 6-3 205 24 2 Miami (Fla.) 

55 Kolb, Jon T-C 6-2 262 24 3 Oklahoma St. 
Leahy, Bob OB 6-2 200 24 1 Emporia St. 
Lewis, Frank WR 6-1 196 24 1 Grambling 

60 McGee, Ben DE 63 260 32 8 Jackson St. 
McLure, Worthy G 6-4 240 22 1 Mississippi 
Makin, Ray G 6-2Y% 250 22 #J| Kentucky 

56 Mansfield, Ray 18S 6-3 255 30 9 Washington 
Mullins, Gerry TE 6-3 235, 22 1 Sd, California 
Nehl, Mike P 6-0 180 22 1 Oregon St. 

27 Oliver, Clarence DB 6-1 180 23 3 San Diego St. 
Oliver, Ethan DB 5-9 Uvese 87-7) 1 Weber St. 
O'Shea, Jim TE 63 240 22 1 Boston Col, 

26 Pearson, Preston RB 6-1 190 26 5. Illinois 
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No. 


Yrs. 
Wt. Age Pro 


Name Pos. Ht. College 
Person, Ara TE 6-3 220 22 #21 MorganSt. 
Runager, George WR 6-1% 200 22 #71 Alabama 
Rees, John WR 6-1 180 22 J Arkansas 
Robinson, Bill PK 5-9 185 23 1 California 

Lutheran 
Rogers, Paul PK 5-10 187 22 1 Nebraska 
48 Rowser, John CB 6-1 185 27 =§ Michigan 
34 Russell, Andy LB 62 225 29 7 Missouri 
25 Shonklin, Ron WR 6-1 180 23 2 North Texas St. 
73 Sharp, Rick T 6-3 262 23 2 Washington 
88 Smith, Daye WR 6-2 205 24 2 Indiana (Pa,) 
49 Sodaski, John’ S 6-1 197. 23 2 Villanova 
Spagnola, Joe OB 6-1 180 23 1 Arizona St. 
2 Staggers, Jon WR 5-10 186 22 2 Missouri 
6] Stenger, Brian LB 6-4 228 24 3 Notre Dame 
Thompson, Olan RB 5-10 198 23 1 West Texas St. 
66 Van Dyke, Bruce G 6-2 256 27 £6 Missouri 
65 Voss, Lloyd DE 6-4 255 29 & Nebraska 
Waaner, Mike DB 6-1% 196 22 1 Western Illinois 
39 Walden, Bobby P 6-0 212 33 8 Georgia 
67 Washington, Clarence DT 6-3 269 24 3. Arkansos AM&N 
Washington, Don B 5-11 192 22 1 Texas A&l 
14 Watson, Al PK 5-10 165 28 2 Newport (Wales) 
62 Wenzel, Ralph G 6-2 252 28 5 San Diego St. 
Weston, Lloyd LB 6-1% 240 23 1 Pitt 
White, Dwight DE —4 250 22 1 East Texas St, 


other for the job this year, and to help the two youngsters the 
Steelers hired former quarterback Babe Parilli as a coach. 
Other passers getting a look are taxi-squadder Bob Leahy and 
free agent Joe Spagnola. Frankly, if Bradshaw doesn’t make it, 
a lot of pro scouts will have embarrassed looks on their faces. 
They were so sure. ... 

Of course, the Steelers’ faulty passing game can’t be blamed 
entirely on the two Terrys. After trading away Roy Jefferson 
to Baltimore last year, Pittsburgh found itself left with inex- 
perienced receivers. Second-year men Ron Shanklin and Dave 
Smith head the contingent of wide receivers; each caught 30 
passes last year to lead the club. Tight end Dennis Hughes, 
another rookie who Janded a job in 1970, showed good block- 
ing ability and caught 24 passes. They'll meet competition 
from rookie wide receiver Frank Lewis, the Steelers’ first 
draft choice from Grambling, and tight end candidate Larry 
Brown. Lewis is supposedly super. Veterans looking for more 
work are tight end Bob Adams, confined mostly to specialty 
teams last year, and outside receiver Hubie Bryant. 

Considering their weak passing game, the Steelers really got 
good mileage out of rushers John Fuqua and Preston Pearson. 
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Fuqua, a Giant discard, was the real sensation, gaining 691 
yards and averaging five yards a carry. Warren Bankston, a 
6-4, 230-pounder, plays behind Fuqua. Injuries hampered 
him last season. Other veterans vying for jobs are Brad Hub- 
bert, acquired in a trade with San Diego (he’s had leg trouble), 
and Terry Cole, Hubbert is a big back, weighing 240 pounds, 
and is a particularly good blocker. Rookie Sam Davis (Dela- 
ware) could be a sleeper. 

Coach Noll is satisfied with his offensive line, but that 
doesn’t mean there isn’t room for improvement. Durable Ray 
Mansfield is at center, flanked by guards Sam Davis and 
Bruce Van Dyke, The tackles are Mike Haggerty and John 
Brown. Jon Kolb and Rick Sharp gained experience behind 
Haggerty and Brown last year. Ralph Wenzel is the backup 
guard, and rookie Mel Holmes, drafted on the fifth round from 
North Carolina A&T, will be looking for work there, too. 
Kolb can also double as a reserve center. 

The Steelers’ defense is quickly gaining a reputation for its 
toughness. All-Pro “Mean” Joe Greene and Chuck Hinton at 
the tackles and ends Lloyd Voss and Ben McGee are all 
sturdy, ornery and experienced. There’s good depth, too; Dick 
Arndt, Clarence Washington and L. C. Greenwood allow 
Noll to rest his starters periodically. Before training camp, 
Noll felt that Greenwood might even earn a starting job this 
year. 

All-Pro linebacker Andy Russell never had a finer season 
than he had last year. He teams with middle linebacker Chuck 
Allen, who performed well in his first season in Pittsburgh 
after spending nine years with San Diego. Last season Henry 
Davis and Jerry Hillebrand shared the left linebacking job and 
they'll compete with each other again this year. Second-round 
draft choice Jack Ham (Penn State) is a strong contender for 
the job, too. Doug Fisher and Brian Stenger are the holdover 
reserves. 

A lot of combinations have been tried in the secondary over 
the past few years, but Noll feels he’s come up with the right 
one now. John Rowser and Lee Calland are the returning cor- 
nerbacks. Mel Blount can fill in at either side. Right safety 
Ocie Austin suffered an Achilles tendon injury, but is ex- 
pected to be fully recovered this year. Chuck Beatty is the 
strong safety. Calland was the Steelers’ interception leader last 
year with seven, The veterans looking to hang on are Ken 
Graham, John Sodaski and Clarence Oliver. 

The Steelers think they have found a replacement for Gene 
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Mingo, who wasn’t the most reliable placekicker around, 
Allan Watson got a trial at the end of the *70 season and did 
well enough to get another shot. Paul Rogers of Nebraska, 
the Steelers’ eighth-round draft choice, will challenge Watson. 
Bobby Walden is one of the best punters in the league. He 
ranked second in the AFC last season. 


CHUCK NOLL: In his second season with the 
Steelers in 1970, Chuck Noll transformed 
the club from a 1-13 doormat into a con- 
tender in the American Football Confer- 
ence’s Central Division. Pittsburgh stayed 
in the race until the final three weeks, when 
the Steelers suffered their second three-game 
losing streak of the season. They had opened the campaign 
with three quick setbacks, But their 5-9 record still repre- 
sented a vast improvement over 1969, when they dropped 
their final 13 games after fashioning an upset victory over 
Detroit in Coach Noll's debut. Noll, 39, is a native of Cleve- 
land and spent seven years in the pros with the Cleveland 
Browns as an offensive guard and linebacker before turning 
to coaching in 1960. For six seasons, he worked as an assis- 
tant under San Diego coach Sid Gillman, and moved on to 
Baltimore for three seasons under Don Shula before taking 
the head job with the Steelers, Noll is noted as a defensive 
coach—he guided the defensive platoon for the Colts during 
their 1968 championship season—and the Steelers have shown 
marked improvement in aspect since he took over the team, 
During his early playing career Noll was a running back 
and tackle at St. Benedictine High School in Cleveland and 
was awarded an athletic scholarship to Dayton. There he 
played some tackle and mostly linebacker and was the captain 
of the squad. He quit pro ball when he was only 27 because 
he thought he was in line for the coaching job at Dayton. He 
didn’t get the job. But things have worked out very well for 
Noll and his good fortune is expected to continue. 


Joe Greene: When 274-pound defensive tackle Joe Greene 
was tabbed as the first draft choice by the Pittsburgh Steelers 
in 1969, there was nearly unanimous booing throughout Pitts- 
burgh. Who is this Joe Greene, they wanted to know. Now 
everyone knows all about Joe Greene: opponents of the Steel- 
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ers all too well. The North Texas State product speaks in a low 
tone and tells people he really isn’t mean enough to justify 
his nickname—“Mean Joe.” This is true—off the field. But 
in a game, Joe just may he the most pulverizing hitter in pro 
football. Quarterbacks are the people most often victimized by 
Greene, who works out of the defensive left tackle spot. Just 
the possibility that Joe may be charging toward their blind side 
has frightened numerous passers into hurried throws. Greene 
once sent Sonny Jurgensen, Washington’s slow-footed quarter- 
back, crashing to the turf so hard that one observer remarked, 
“Sonny wasn’t tackled. He was liquidated.” 


John Fuqua: One could hardly blame John Fuqua, Pittsburgh’s 
5-11, 200-pound running back, for wishing the 1970 season 
hadn’t ended so soon.Though the Steelers were defeated by 
Philadelphia in last season’s finale, John shattered club marks 
by rushing 'for 218 yards in the game, including runs of 72 and 
85 yards, the latter the league high for the season, That cur- 
tain-closing performance enabled Fuqua to conclude his first 
season with Pittsburgh with the AFC’s best average per carry, 
5.0, on 691 yards in 138 attempts. John also was the club’s 
leading scorer with nine touchdowns, seven on the ground and 
two on pass receptions. The New York Giants’ eleventh- 
round draft choice in 1969, John was traded to the Steelers 
last year along with linebacker Henry Davis in exchange for 
quarterback Dick Shiner. At Morgan State, Fuqua was an all- 
conference halfback for three seasons. 


Terry Bradshaw: The first draft choice of the pros in 1970 
following a brilliant collegiate career at Louisiana Tech, and 
a great pre-season performance in leading Pittsburgh to four 
straight exhibition game victories, Terry Bradshaw found the 
going a lot rougher once the regular season began. Bradshaw 
was plagued with interceptions, allowing a league high of 24, 
and often had to be relieved by Terry Hanratty. Bradshaw, 
a former high school record holder in the javelin throw, has 
a powerful arm and a swift delivery, and should eventually 
blossom into an outstanding pro quarterback. He started eight 
games in 1970 and enjoyed his finest day against Cleveland 
with 197 yards in nine completions, including touchdown 
strikes of 57 and 81 yards. Bradshaw also connected with 
split end Dave Smith for an 87-yard touchdown against Green 
Bay, the longest pass play of the season in the AFC. His good 
size (6-3, 218 pounds) is another plus. 
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Terry Hanratty: The other half of Pittsburgh’s quarterbacking 
“Terrys,” Hanratty started six games for the Steelers in 1970, 
one more than in his rookie campaign of 1969, when he came 
off the Notre Dame campus as Pittsburgh’s second-round 
draft choice. In his most impressive outing of 1970, Hanratty 
left the bench to rally the Steelers to a victory over the Bengals, 
a 72-yard scoring pass to Dennis Hughes providing the clin- 
cher. Experts are convinced he will give Bradshaw a strong 
fight for Pittsburgh’s number one quarterbacking job. Hanratty 
has a good arm and is rated a fine playcaller. Another reason 
why the Steelers are eager to see Hanratty succeed is that he’s 
a native of the Pittsburgh area, hailing from nearby Butler, Pa. 
There had been some anxiety regarding his pro future when 
he missed the last three games of his senior season at Notre 
Dame and underwent knee surgery. But Terry has been physi- 
cally sound as a pro. He was a two-time All-America in college. 


Andy Russell: Defensive captain of the Steelers, right side line- 
backer Andy Russell was never better than in 1970 when he 
made several All-Pro teams and appeared in the Pro Bowl. 
Russell was so lightly regarded as a pro prospect when he 
graduated from the University of Missouri in 1963 that he 
was only the Steelers’ sixteenth-round draft choice. But Andy 
has been a revelation for Pittsburgh. At 6-2 and 225 pounds, 
he relies-heavily on finesse and moves to get the job done. He 
is a sure tackler and has enough speed to cover the deep re- 
ceivers. He intercepted three passes last season and has a career 
total of 13 interceptions. Though he has been on the Steelers’ 
roster for eight years, Andy actually has played only six years 
of pro ball. He spent the 1964 and ’65 campaigns in military 
service, 


Ron Shanklin; As a 1970 rookie flanker, Ron Shanklin dis- 
played the kind of potential that makes super-stars. Outstand- 
ing in training camp, Ron became a starter immediately and 
Was the Steelers’ best deep threat, showing absolutely no fear 
of the bump-and-run tactics employed by so many pass de- 
fenders today. By grabbing 30 passes for 691 yards, Shanklin 
ayeraged an even 23 yards per reception, the highest average 
in the league for a player with as many as 30 catches. Ron 
made the big play in victories over Houston and Cleveland 
with 67- and 81-yard scoring catches. Shanklin was Pittsburgh’s 
second draft selection for 1970 after a record-setting career 
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at North Texas State, where he was a teammate of Pittsburgh’s 
All-Pro tackle Joe Greene. 


Chuck Hinton: In 1970, his seventh pro season, Chuck Hinton, 
Pittsburgh’s defensive right tackle, played the finest ball of his 
career. The development of Joe Greene, who plays next to 
Chuck on the Steeler front four, into a super-star had some- 
thing to do with Hinton's own success, But Chuck has been un- 
derrated for years, say many experts. He’s a diligent worker 
who never stops coming and who has a good knack of getting 
to the ball carrier. Though he was originally drafted out of 
North Carolina College by Cleveland in 1962, he was dealt 
to Baltimore almost immediately, but didn’t get into action 
until he signed with Pittsburgh as a free agent in 1964. He has 
missed just one game in the past seven seasons. Now 32 years 
old, Hinton, who stands 6-5 and weighs 260 pounds, served a 
stint in the Army before going to college. 


Dennis Hughes: Though he made the Southeastern Conference 
All-Star team in his junior year at Georgia, Dennis Hughes 
missed most of his senior year and was completely overlooked 
in the 1970 draft. He made the Steeler squad with a great 
showing in training camp and was signed as a free agent. He 
was one of the great “finds” of the 1970 season. Dubbed 
“Country” by his teammates because of his “jes’ plain folks” 
character, Dennis started eight games as a rookie, many at tight 
end, though his size (6-1, 220 pounds) sometimes hampered 
his blocking effectiveness. There was nothing wrong with his 
pass receiving. Hughes hauled in 24 passes, third high figure 
on the club, for 332 yards and three touchdowns. Dennis 
also is a strong tackler on the specialty squads. 


Lloyd Yoss: Although he has been one of football’s better de- 
fensive ends for the past few years, Lloyd Voss is a victim of 
the same problem he faced during his college days at Nebraska. 
With the Steelers, he has to take a back seat in the publicity 
department to Joe Greene on the left side of Pittsburgh’s de- 
fensive line. In college, where he began his career as an offen- 
sive tackle, Voss was overshadowed by All-American Bob 
Brown, who went on to become an All-Pro offensive tackle 
with Philadelphia and Los Angeles. Voss has been a steady 
performer for the Steelers since joining them in 1966 after 
spending the first two years of his pro career with Green Bay, 
Lloyd has missed just one game in seven seasons, a testimonial 
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to his durability. He’s listed at 6-4 and 255 pounds, but 
actually is smaller. His main asset is moves. Lloyd is best at 


harassing opposition quarterbacks. He was Green Bay’s first 
draft pick in 1964. 


Bruce Van Dyke: He came to the Steelers in 1967 as a throw-in 
in a trade with Philadelphia, but Bruce Van Dyke has started 
every game at offensive right guard in the four seasons he’s 
worn the Pittsburgh black and gold. Bruce has good size at 
6-2, 255, and had his best year in 1970. At 27, the Missouri 
graduate appears to have several fine years ahead. He’s partic- 
ularly effective in leading sweeps by the Steeler running backs. 
In college, where he played both offensive guard and defensive 
tackle, he was twice voted the squad’s best all-around lineman 
by his teammates. Bruce was the Eagles’ twelfth-round draft 


choice in 1966 and got into four games for Philadelphia his 
first year. 


Mel Blount: Though he didn’t become a Steeler regular last year 
until defensive back John Rowser was injured in the fifth 
game, Mel Blount started the last nine games and enjoyed a 
fine rookie campaign. The Southern University product, who 
was Pittsburgh’s third choice in the 1970 draft, had kickoff 
returns of 91 and 70 yards en route to posting the AFC's third 
best kickoff return average, 29.7 yards, the fourth best mark 
in the entire NFL. Mel also had one punt return of 32 yards 
and made one interception from his cornerback position. 
Serving as both safety and cornerback, Blount was voted 
Southern’s “Most Valuable Player” his last two seasons in 
college ball. In his finest undergraduate performance, Mel 
picked off three interceptions against Grambling in 1969. He 
comes from a family of nine children in Vidalia, Georgia. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


September 19 at Chicago; 26 Cincinnati. 


October 3 San Diego; 10 at Cleveland; 18* at Kansas City; 
24 Houston; 31 at Baltimore. 


November 7 Cleveland; 14 at Miami; 21 New York Giants; 
28 Denver. 


December 5 at Houston; 12 at Cincinnati; 19 Los Angeles. 
* Night game. 
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SAN DIEGO 
CHARGERS 


IN BRIEF 


Probable 1971 finish—3rd (AFC Western) 
Strengths—Hadl's arm and Garrison’s hands 


Biggest needs—at /east one more receiver to team with Garrison, 
an improved interior line, a respectable running game, and bet- 
ter defense against the rush. 

1970 finish—3rd (AFC Western, 5—6—3) 


In the 11 years since the birth of the San Diego Chargers, 
the team has been a divisional leader five times, but in its 
other six seasons has only managed a third-place finish. This 
isn’t going to be the year the score evens out; the way things 
look right now, the Chargers don’t look like champions. 

Sid Gillman, his ulcer problem relieved, has taken over the 
head coaching job again. One of his biggest challenges is to 
find a replacement for the traded Lance Alworth. Despite 
Alworth’s relatively poor record last year, he still commanded 
double coverage. But now the load falls on Gary Garrison, 
whose effectiveness will really be put to the test this season 
when he starts facing more double- and triple-coverage. Unless 
Gillman can trade for an experienced receiver to pair with 
Garrison, he’ll choose between 1970 number one draft choice 
Walker Gillette, four-year veteran Rick Eber and two “‘intrigu- 
ing rookies,” Chuck Dicus (Arkansas) and Billy Parks (Cal 
State Long Beach). Dicus is on the light side, but the last on- 
the-light-side receiver to join the Chargers out of Arkansas 
was Lance Alworth. 

The importance of finding another wide receiver is even 

(Continued on page 254) 
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Pavers UNIT 
Pinson* Detwiler 
Hill Tolbert 
Salter* Grayson $ 
Beauchamp S$ » Garnett* 
Asack* Fletcher 
Bruggers Howard 
s Foote* i he Redman cB 
“ Henke iB : Staggs DD) 
‘ White* LB 
Barnes 4 q 
p FR 
fe Stepanek Williams 
be! Rice Sabatino 
{Van Gorkum* Hardy Ferguson O'Danlel 
Delong Billingsley East J. Owens 
T T E 


RAAAS 


Gillette T. Owens Wilkerson Lenkaitis Sweeney Washington Korman 
Milner* Gordon Gordon Groneisen Jones* Liscio Strozier 
Jones* Porter* Gordon, Wilburn 
Kell* McCarty 
Tanner* 
Howak* 
HB OB FB 
Post Hadi Queen 
Garrett Domres Foster FL 
Smith Clark Burns* Garrison 
Montgomery* Mayes* Eber 
fejorreiswe UNIT Hunston® Dicus® 
Parks* 
Koontz 
"Rookie 
CHARGERS TEAM ROSTER 
Yrs. 
No, Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Asack, Phil LB 6-3 234 22 1 Duke 
60 Babich, Bob LB 6-2 230 24 2 Miami (Ohio) 
59 Barnes, Pete LB 6-1 247 826 5 Southern U. 
40 Beauchamp, Joe CB 6-0 185 27 6 lowa St. 
86 Billingsley, Ron DT 6-8 290 26 5 Wyoming 
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Name 


Bruagers, Bob 
Burns, Leon 


Clark, Wayne 
Cry, Frizell 
DeLong, Steve 
Detwiler, Chuck 
Dicus, Chuck 
Domres, Marty 
Duncan, Aubrey 
East, Ron 

Eber, Rick 
Eidson; Dale 
Ferguson, Gene 
Fletcher, Chris 
Foote, Ed 
Foster, Gene 
Garnett, Wes 
Garrett, Mike 
Garrison, Gary 
Gillette, Walker 
Gordon, Ira 
Grayson, Dave 
Gruneisen, Sam 
Hadi, John 
Hardy, Kevin 
Henke, Karl 
Hill, Jim 
Howard, Bob 
Humston, Eric 
Jones, Harris 
Kell, Chip 
Koontz, Joe 
Lenkaitis, Bill 
Liscio, Tony 
Love, Otto 
McCarty, Mickey 
Mayes, Jake 
Mercer, Mike 
Milner, Sammy 
Montgomery, Mike 
Norman, Pettis 
Nowak, Gary 
Nugent, Bill 
O'Daniel, Ed 
Owens, Joe 
Owens, Terry 
Partee, Dennis 
Pinson, Don 
Porter, Jack 
Post, Dickie 
Protz, Jack 
Queen, Jeff 
Redman, Rick 
Rice, Andy 
Salter, Bryant 
Smith, Dove 
Staggs, Jeff 
Stepanek, Rich 
Strozier, Art 
Svare, Ron 
Sweeney, Walt 
Tanner, John 
Tolbert, Jim 


Yrs. 
Wt. Age Pro 


224.9 EG 
223 et” 4 
ZOD 6 BAT 82 
180 24 1 
252. #28) 7 
5 24 2 
S72) ee 
215 «24 3 
1866 2h" A 
242 28 #5 
185 26 4 
185 233 4 
300 23 3 
TES. 2a oe 
231 22 i 
2265 220m hi 
W7Gs 23) i 
200 27 6 
1937 32756 
198 24 2 
268 24 2 
18%, -Azheli 
250 30 10 
218 31 10 
260 26 3 
245 26 1 
190 24 3 
190° 26 5 
21BS *22eeal 
each 925)" i 
ZK) 922) 
195 26 3 
265 25 3 
255 3t 8 
190" “238 51 
250 24 1 
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202° °22) A 
220 32 410 
ah ee 
188) “24a, 1a 
238 24 I 
235. 24 2 
275. 27 6 
218 25 4 
179" "28" ot 
255 °23° 
190.8 23s US 
ZS, 923.) & 
225 (2313 
230 28 7 
268 29 6 
200 «21 1 
210 25% 2 
246 27 5 
224° 23.) 3 
220" :25~ 12, 
ZIG 2%" TI 
256 30 9 
222+ 26. i 
207 27 6 


College 


Minnesota 
Cal. State-Long 
Beach 


U.S. International 
Wiley 
Tennessee 
Utah St. 
Arkansos 
Columbia 

Cal. State-L.A. 
Montane St, 
Tulsa 

San Francisco St, 
Norfolk St. 
Temple 
Hawaii 
Arizona St. 
Utah St. 

USC 

San Diego St. 
Richmond 
Kansas St, 
Oregon 
Villanova 
Kansas 

Notre Dame 
Tulsa 

Texas A&l 
San Diego St. 
Muskingum 

J. C. Smith 
Tennessee 
San Francisco St. 
Penn St. 


Tennessee St. 
Northern Arizona 
Mississippi St. 
Kansas St. 

J.C, Smith 
Michigan St. 

U.S. International 
Texas Southern 
Alcorn A&M 
Jacksonville St. 
SMU 


Tennessee St. 
Okichoma 
Houston 
Syracuse 
Morgen St. 
Washington 
Texas Southern 
Pittsburgh 
Utah 

San Diego St. 
lowa 

Kansas St. 
Cal-Riverside 
Syracuse 
Tennessee Tech 
Lincoln 
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Yrs. 
Noa Nome Pos. Ht. Wt. Age Pro College 
Van Gorkum, Leon DE 6-0 242 21 1 San Diego St. 
70 Washington, Russ T 66 295 24 4 Missouri 
Wayman, William T 6-4 255 23 1 Santa Clara 
White, Ray LB 6-1 225 22 1 Syracuse 
Widmark, Erik WR 6-2 190 23 1 U.S. International 
26 Wilburn, J. R. TE 6-2 220 28 6 South Carolina 
63 Wilkerson, Doug G 6-2 245 24 2 No, Carolina 
Central 
87 Willicms, Tom DT 6-4 250 23 2 Cal.-Davis 


more evident when you realize that the Chargers traded tight 
end Willie Frazier to Houston during the off-season. Frazier 
was San Diego’s second-leading pass receiver last year (38 
catches), but Gillman said, “He just wasn’t our kind of 
people,” whatever that means, Pettis Norman, who came to 
San Diego from Dallas in the Alworth deal, is an excellent 
blocking end, but not as dangerous a receiver as Frazier. Other 
competitors for the job are Art Strozier, ex-Steeler J. R. Wil- 
burn, and rookies Mickey McCarty (off the Kansas City taxi 
squad), John Tanner (Tennessee Tech) and Gary Nowak 
(Michigan State). 

Throwing the passes and calling the plays will be the re- 
sponsibility of John Hadl, the second-ranking quarterback in 
the AFC last season. But first Had! must prove his off-season 
accident has no lasting effects. Three-year veteran Marty 
Domres is his backup man. In relieving Had! last year, Domres 
completed 28 of 55 pass attempts and threw for two touch- 
downs. one an 80-yarder. Second-year pro Wayne Clark is 
also available. 

To be effective, however, the Charger quarterbacks have to 
get more protection from the offensive line. Last season the 
San Diego passers were dumped 57 times for a loss of 433 
yards. Going into training camp, the Chargers were still look- 
ing for a solution. Walt Sweeney is a certainty at right guard, 
and Russ Washington and Terry Owens seem capable at the 
tackles. But the remaining spots are up for grabs. Ten-year- 
veteran center Sam Gruneisen will be challenged by Bill 
Lenkaitis, moving over from left guard. The Chargers ac- 
quired Doug Wilkerson from Houston, and he’ll battle Ira 
Gordon and Harris Jones for Lenkaitis’ vacated left guard 


job. But more likely, Tony Liscio, acquired from Dallas, will 
be switched from tackle. 
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The Chargers, hampered by injuries, had virtually no run- 
ning attack last season. Outside threat Dickie Post missed five 
games after knee surgery, but looked good once he got back to 
work, Fullback Jeff Queen was the club rushing leader—with 
only 261 yards gained, There will have to be improvement 
from everybody, including Mike Garrett, who has finally de- 
cided to stay with football, Dave Smith and Gene Foster. To 
shore up the running game the Chargers’ first two draft choices 
this year were running backs—Leon Burns (Cal State Long 
Beach) and Mike Montgomery (Kansas State). Burns, a 6-1, 
223-pounder, has enormous strength and will be a tough com- 
petitor for the fullback job. 

The Chargers drafted only two defensive linemen. The feel- 
ing was that they already have the talent with which to work. 
Veteran Steve DeLong and Joe Owens, an outstanding rookie 
last year, man the ends, and Ron Billingsley is at right tackle. 
There will be a fight for the left tackle job, however. The com- 
petitors are Ron East, obtained from the Cowboys, former 
offensive tackle Gene Ferguson (6-8, 300), Tom Williams 
(the Chargers’ second draft pick in 1970), five-year veteran 
Andy Rice, ex-Packer Kevin Hardy, and Bill Sabatino, ac- 
quired from the Vikings during the off-season. East seems best. 

There is more stability among the linebackers. Bob Babich 
took over at middle linebacker as a rookie last season, and 
proved to be a good one. He’s flanked by Pete Barnes on the 
right and Jeff Stages on the left. But they must start working 
as a unit. The reserves are Rick Redman, a six-year veteran, 
Jack Protz, who spent his rookie season on the special teams, 
and Bob Bruggers. 

After intercepting 31 passes in 1969, the Chargers slipped to 
only nine last year, which is even more disappointing than it 
appears. The secondary was responsible for only five of the 
interceptions. Veteran safetyman Dave Grayson, obtained from 
Oakland, should do something about that; he’s the AFC’s 
second-leading all-time pass interceptor, with a career total of 
48. Dave may not be as fast as he once was—he came back 
from knee surgery last year and didn’t perform up to his usual 
standards—but his experience and savvy will make up for any 
loss of speed. Hopefully his experience will rub off on big 
youngsters Jim Hill and Jim Tolbert, last season’s safeties. The 
cornerbacks are Bobby Howard and Joe Beauchamp. Those 
competing for jobs are Chris Fletcher and Chuck Detwiler. 
Speedy Duncan has been traded to Washington. 
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Kicking? Dennis Partee punted for a 43.9-yard average last 
year (a decline from his league-leading 44.9 in 1969) and 
veteran Mike Mercer works from placement (34 of 35 extra 
points, 12 of 19 field goals). Partee can placekick, too. 


SID GILLMAN: San Diego fans weren’t over- 
joyed by the news that Sid Gillman had de- 
cided to become Charger head coach again 
this year, thus demoting the man he had 
hand-picked to replace him, Charlie Waller, 
to his old assistant’s job. The fans com- 
plained that Waller hadn’t been given a fair 
enough chance since taking over during the ’69 season, when 
Gillman retired to the front office because of an ulcer. San 
Diego President Gene Klein explained that he wanted to go 
“with the old pro,” and one can’t deny that Gillman is that. 
Entering his 16th season as a pro head coach, Sid has won 110 
games, making him the fifth winningest coach in league history. 
From 1955 through ’59, Gillman was head coach at Los An- 
geles and led the Rams to a division title in his first year. In 
1960 he became the Chargers’ first coach and won five division 
titles and one AFL championship during his tenure. At the 
same time, he was the team’s general manager; during the re- 
cent off-season he was promoted from GM to executive vice 
president. Gillman, 59, started out as an end at Ohio State and 
went on to become an assistant coach with the Buckeyes in 
1934. He then put in time at Denison before taking on the 
head coaching job at Miami of Ohio. Then he served as an as- 
sistant to Earl Blaik at West Point and was head coach at the 
University of Cincinnati before joining the pros in *55. Reflect- 
ing on his return to the field, Gillman said, “Anyone on a job 
for a long time should take a leave. Sometimes you can’t see the 
forest for the trees.” If he gets the Chargers moving this year— 
they’ve been mired in third place for four seasons—sabbaticals 
may become a way of life for coaches. 


John Hadi: In 1970 John Hadl recorded his seventh consecu- 
tive, 2,000-yard-plus season (2,388) and now ranks 14th on 
the list of all-time leading passers with a career total of 21,414 
yards. The Charger quarterback also threw for 22 touchdowns 
(tying Daryle Lamonica for first place in the AFC) and 
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ranked second in the conference in passing. With those statis- 
tics you can imagine the shock waves that went through the 
Charger office when news of HadlI’s accident broke last March. 
Had! was thrown from a horse and suffered a fractured skull 
and an eye injury which required surgery. The doctors say the 
6-1, 218-pound passer is completely recovered; the Chargers 
hope so. Coach Gillman calls Hadl “the complete quarter- 
back; there’s nothing about the game he doesn’t know.” An 
All-Star four times in his career, the 31-year-old Hadl played 
running back and quarterback at Kansas before the Chargers 
drafted him in 1961. 


Gary Garrison: The second of only two AFC pass catchers to 
gain more than 1,000 yards on receptions ih 1970, Gary Gar- 
Tison came back from a 1969 shoulder injury to have one of 
his finest seasons. In five years with the Chargers, Garrison 
has never caught fewer than 40 passes; last season he ranked 
sixth in the conference with 44 receptions for 1,006 yards and 
12 touchdowns, most TDs by an AFC pass catcher. He also 
had the highest average gain per catch in the league—22.9 
yards. The 6-1, 193-pound receiver had a similar season in *68, 
when he caught 52 passes for 1,103 yards and ten TDs. He’s 
earned the nickname “Ghost” for the way he swoops down to 
catch scoring passes and for his exceptional running ability 
after he’s caught a pass. Gary’s hobby is training horses. May- 
be he can find one tame enough for John Had to ride. 


Dickie Post: The AFL’s rushing leader in 1969, little (5-9, 190 
pounds) Dickie Post lost a lot of time last season while recov- 
ering from knee surgery. Post gained only 225 yards on 74 car- 
ries and scored just one touchdown, although he did catch 31 
passes, too. The Chargers, pleased with the way he looked at 
the end of the season, have high hopes for a strong comeback 
performance by the four-year veteran. He has exceptional 
speed, but more important, he has shifty little moves to avoid 
tacklers. The AFL’s Rookie of the Year in 1967, Post was 
drafted fourth out of Houston University, where he was the 
nation’s sixth leading rusher with 1,061 yards in 1966, 


Walt Sweeney: The Chargers’ “Iron Man,” guard Walt Sweeney, 
has now played in 112 consecutive games—every game in his 
eight-year pro career, That doesn’t include three championship 
and seven All-Star games, either. Last year the 6-4, 256- 
pounder was selected for the Pro Bowl squad. It’s evident that 
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Sweeney's credentials as the Chargers’ top-rated guard are in 
order. A fierce competitor, Sweeney is tough and quick and an 
outstanding pass blocker. The Chargers made him their first 
draft choice in 1963 out of Syracuse. 


Pete Barnes: San Diego acquired right linebacker Pete Barnes 
in a trade with Houston in 1968 and they couldn’t be happier. 
Since joining the team, Barnes has intercepted eight passes; his 
three last season led the club. Considering his size (he’s 6-2 
and 245), Barnes has excellent speed—he’s run the 40 in 4.7. 
A hard hitter, he is now entering his fifth pro season. The Oil- 
ers drafted him sixth out of Southern U. in 1967. In ’66 and 
“67 he was a second-team NAJA All-American in both football 
and baseball. (A centerfielder, Pete was picked by the L.A. 
Dodgers in the baseball draft.) 


Joe Owens: In 1969 defensive end Joe Owens was playing with 
the Richmond Roadrunners, the New Orleans’ farm club. But 
last year Owens made the big jump to the NFL. ‘New Orleans 
traded him to San Diego for a draft choice on condition that 
he make the club—and he turned out to be a sensation. The 
6-3, 235-pound Owens is big and quick. As a rookie, he led the 
Charger defense by sacking the quarterback 11 times. In the 
game against Boston, Owens dumped Joe Kapp for a safety, 
the margin in San Diego’s 16—14 victory. Owens, drafted ninth 
out of Alcorn A&M in 1969, knows he has a lot to learn, but 
still has confidence. Asked if he had his techniques down cold 
yet, Owens, 25, replied, “In my first year? No way. But I’m go- 
ing to be here for another ten years.” 


Ron Billingsley: Shifted to tackle from defensive end last year, 
Ron Billingsley played so well that he is now a fixture at his 
new position. The 6-8, 290-pounder, nicknamed “The Beast” 
for obvious reasons, is on his way to a standout career. He has 
the drive and strength to bulldoze his way through to the 
passer, and is tough on running plays. The Chargers made Ron 
their first draft choice in 1967 out of Wyoming and he joined 
the team after playing in the College All-Star game. In 1969 
he got off to an outstanding start, but then was sidelined by 
injuries. 


Bob Babich: A knee injury suffered in his fourth pre-season 
game in 1969 sidelined linebacker Bob Babich in what was to 
have been his rookie year. However, the Chargers’ first draft 
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choice in *69 made up for lost time in 1970, Babich, an All- 
America defensive lineman at Miami of Ohio, took over the 
middle linebacking chores for San Diego last season and was 
outstanding. The 6-2, 230-pounder displayed shrewdness, mo- 
bility and aggressiveness. In three games last year, Babich 
made 15 unassisted tackles and had 16 in another game. He 
could be an Ali-Pro before long. 


Dennis Pariee: The fifth-ranking punter in the NFL last year 
was Dennis Partee, the Chargers’ 25-year-old kicking specialist. 
Partee punted 65 times for 2,852 yards and a 43.9-yard aver- 
age. Capable of handling both the punting and placekicking 
chores, Partee had to relinquish the latter job to Mike Mercer 
last year because of a leg injury. But the three-year veteran 
should be able to battle for that job again in ’71. In ’69, the 
6-1, 218-pound Partee led the AFL in punting with a 44.6-yard 
average. The year before, he set a team scoring record with 
106 points. San Diego’s 11th draft choice in *68, Partee won 
three big games for SMU with last-second field goals. 


1971 SCHEDULE 
SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


September 19 Kansas City; 26 Oakland. 

October 3 at Pittsburgh; 10 at Kansas City; 17 at Denver; 
23* Buffalo; 31 New York Jets. 

November 7 at New York Giants; 15* St. Louis; 21 at Oak- 
land; 28 at Cincinnati. 

December 5 Minnesota; 12 Denver; 19 at Houston. 


* Night game. 


PART THREE 


1971 DRAFT SELECTIONS 


The Boston Patriots, since renamed the New England 
Patriots, may have compiled the poorest won-lost record in 
the NFL last year, but for a short while, at least, they were 
the center of attention. By winning only two games during 
the 1970 season, Boston earned the right to be the first team 
to make a selection in the college player draft last January. 
Seventeen teams offered the Patriots multi-player deals in ex- 
change for that first draft pick. But the Pats stood fast and, 
when the meeting opened, surprised no one by starting the 17- 
round session by naming the Heisman Trophy winner, quarter- 
back Jim Plunkett of Stanford, as their first choice. “He’s the 
Namath of the future,’ said Boston coach John Mazur. And 
almost everyone agreed. In all, 442 college players, including 
23 quarterbacks (compared to only 13 the year before), were 
drafted during the two-day meeting. 

The round-by-round selections follow. 


Team Player Pos. College 

First Round 
Boston Plunkett, Jim QB Stanford 
New Orleans Manning, Archie QB Mississippi 
Houston Pastorini, Dan QB Santa Clara 
Buffalo Hill, J.D. WR _ Arizona St. 
Philadelphia Harris, Richard DE Grambling 
New York Jets Riggins, John RB Kansas 
Atlanta Profit, Joe RB N.E. Louisiana 
Pittsburgh Lewis, Frank WR Grambling 


260 


1971 DRAFT SELECTIONS 261 


Team Player Pos. College 
First Round (Cont.) 
Green Bay Brockington, John RB Ohio St. 
from Denver 
Los Angeles Robertson, Isiah LB = Southern U. 
from Washington 
Chicago Moore, Joe RB Missouri 
Denver Montgomery, Marv T = So. California 
from Green Bay 
San Diego Burns, Leon RB Cal State- 
Long Beach 
Cleveland Scott, Clarence DB Kansas St. 
Cincinnati Holland, Vernon T Tennessee St. 
Kansas City Wright, Elmo WR Houston 
St. Louis Thompson, Norm DB Utah 
New York Giants Thompson, Rocky WR W. Texas St. 
Oakland Tatum, Jack DB Ohio St. 
Los Angeles Youngblood, Jack DE ‘Florida 
Detroit Bell, Bob DT Cincinnati 
Baltimore McCauley, Don RB No. Carolina 
from Miami 
San Francisco Anderson, Tim DB Ohio St. 
Minnesota Hayden, Leo RB Ohio St. 
Dallas Smith, Tody DE So. California 
Baltimore Dunlap, Leonard DB No. Texas St. 
Second Round 
Boston Adams, Julius DT Texas Southern 
Chicago Harrison, James RB Missouri 
from New Orleans 
Buffalo White, Jan TE Ohio St. 
Detroit Thompson, David C-G Clemson 
from Philadelphia 
New Orleans Holden, Samuel G Grambling 
from Houston 
New York Jets Mooring, John T Tampa 
Atlanta Burrow, Ken WR San Diego St. 
Pittsburgh Ham, Jack LB Penn St. 
Denver Harrison, Dwight WR Texas A&l 
Chicago Ford, Charles DB Houston 
San Francisco Janet, Ernie G Washington 
from Green Bay 
Washington Speyrer, Cotton WR Texas 
Kansas City Young, Wilber DT William Penn 
from San Diego (lowa) 
Cleveland Cornell, Bo RB ~~ - Washington 
Cincinnati Lawson, Stephen G Kansas 
Kansas City Lewis, Scott DE Grambling 
St. Louis Dierdorf, Dan T Michigan 
New York Giants Walton, Wayne T Abilene Christian 
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Team 


Oakland 
Green Bay 

from Los Angeles 
Miami 
Detroit 
San Francisco 
Philadelphia 

from Minnesota 
Dallas 
Baltimore 


Buffalo 

from Boston 

thru Oakland 
New Orleans 
San Francisco 

from Philadelphia 
Houston 
Buffalo 
New York Jets 
Atlanta 
Pittsburgh 
St. Louis 

from Denver 
Green Bay 
Los Angeles 

from Washington 
Chicago 
San Diego 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 

from Kansas City 
Dallas 

from St. Louis 
New York Giants 
Oakland * 
Chicago 

from Los Angeles 
Detroit 
Miami 
San Francisco 
Minnesota 
Dallas 
Baltimore 


Player 


Second Round (Cont.) 


Villapiano, Phil 
Robinson, Virgil 


Stowe, Otto 
Weaver, Charlie 
Orduna, Joe 
Allison, Henry 


Thomas, !saac 
Attessis, Bill 


Third Round 


Jarvis, Bruce 


Lee, Bivian 
Dickerson, Sam 


Dickey, Lynn 
Braxton, Jim 
Farasopoulos, Chris 
Hart, Leo 

Davis, Steve 
Livesay, Jim 


Hall, Charles 
Elmendorf, Dave 


McGee, Tony 
Montgomery, Mike 
Staroba, Paul 
Anderson, Ken 
Hall, Charles 


Scarber, Sam 


Hornsby, Ronnie 
Koegel, Warren 
Newton, Bob 


Clark, Al 
Farley, Dale 
Parker, Willie 
Hackett, Eddie 
Gregory, Bill 
Douglas, Karl 


Pos. 


* Chicago and Detroit selected before Oakland, who passed. 


College 


Bowling Green 
Grambling 


lowa St. 

So. California 
Nebraska 
San Diego St. 


Bishop 
Texas 


Washington 


Prairie View 
So. California 


Kansas St. 
West Virginia 
Brigham Young 
Duke 

Delaware St. 
Richmond 


Pittsburgh 
Texas A&M 


Bishop 

Kansas St. 
Michigan 
Augustana (Ill.) 
Houston 


New Mexico 


S.E. Louisiana 
Penn St. 
Nebraska 


E. Michigan 
West Virginia 
No. Texas St. 
Alcorn A&M 
Wisconsin 
Texas A&l 
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Team Player Pos. College 
Fourth Round 
Denver Alzado, Lyle DE Yankten 
from Boston 
Dallas Carter, Joe TE Grambling 
from New Orleans 
Houston Jackson, Larron T Missouri 
New Orleans Bell, Carlos RB Houston 
from Buffalo 
Philadelphia Feller, Happy K ‘Texas 
New York Jets Zapalac, Bill LB Texas 
Atlanta Potchad, Mike T Pittsburg (Kan.) 
Pittsburgh Mullins, Gerry TE So. California 
Denver Johnson, Cleo DB Alcorn A&M 
New Orleans Winther, Richard C Mississippi 
from Washington 
Chicago Moore, Jerry DB Arkansas 
Los Angeles Worster, Steve RB Texas 
from Green Bay 
New Orleans Martin, D’Artagnan DB Kentucky St. 
from San Diego 
Cleveland Pena, Robert G = Massachusetts 
Cincinnati Willis, Fred RB ___s Boston Col. 
Kansas City Robinson, David TE = Jacksonville St. 
St. Louis Willingham, Larry DB Auburn 
New York Giants Tipton, David DT Stanford 
Oakland Davis, Clarence RB So. California 
New Orleans Morrison, Don T  Texas-Arlington 
from Los Angeles 
Miami Theisman, Joe QB Notre Dame 
Detroit Woods, Larry DT _‘ Tennessee St. 
San Francisco Harris, Tony RB Toledo 
Minnesota Clements, Vince RB Connecticut 
Dallas Mitchell, Adam T Mississippi 
Pittsburgh White, Dwight DE  E. Texas St. 
from Baltimore 
Fifth Round 
Boston Kelly, Tim 1B = Notre Dame 
Pittsburgh Brown, Larry TE Kansas 
, from New Orleans 
Buffalo Green, Don T = Purdue 
Philadelphia Shellabarger, Tom T San Diego St. 
Houston Armstrong, Willie RB = Grambling 
Cincinnati May, Arthur DE Tuskegee 
from N.Y. Jets 
Atlanta Jarvis, Leon Ray WR Norfolk St. 
Pittsburgh Holmes, Melvin T No. Carolina A&T 
Buffalo Beamer, Tim DB J. C. Smith 


from Denver 
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San Francisco 

from Chicago 
San Diego 

from Green Bay 
Green Bay 

from Washington 
San Diego 
Cleveland 
San Diego 

from Cincinnati 
Kansas City 
St. Louis 
San Francisco 

from N.Y. Giants 
Oakland 
Green Bay 

from Los Angeles 
Detroit 
Pittsburgh 

from Miami 
San Francisco 
Pittsburgh 

from Minnesota 
Dallas 
Baltimore 


Boston 
New Orleans 
Philadelphia 
Houston 
Chicago 

from Buffalo 
New York Jets 
Atlanta 
Pittsburgh 
Denver 
Green Bay 
Washington 
Cleveland 

from Chicago 
San Diego 
Cleveland 
Buffalo 

from Cincinnati 
Kansas City 
St. Louis 


Player 


Fifth Round (Cont.) 


Shaternick, Dean 
Salter, Bryant 
Smith, Donnell 
White, Ray 
Brown, Stanley 
Asack, Phil 
Adamle, Mike 
Wallace, Jay 
Wells, George 


Moore, Bob 
Stillwagon, Jim 


Newell, Pete 
Anderson, Ralph 


Huff, Ralph 
Brister, Fred 


Kadziel, Ron 
Andrews, John 


Sixth Round 


Hardt, David 
Moorhead, Don 
Smith, Jack 
Alexander, Willie 
Thomas, Earl 


Wise, Phil 

Hayes, Tom 
Hanneman, Craig 
Phillips, Harold 
Hunter, Scott 
Hayman, Conway 
Dieken, Douglas 


Mayes, Jacob 
Dixon, Jay 
McKinley, Bill 


Reardon, Kerry 
Gray, Mel 


Pos. 


College 


Kansas St. 
Pittsburgh 
Southern U. 


Syracuse 
Purdue 
Duke 


Northwestern 
Missouri 
New Mexico SE. 


Stanford 
Ohio St. 


Michigan 
W. Texas St. 


Michigan 
Mississippi 


Stanford 
Indiana 


Kentucky 
Michigan 
Troy St. 
Alcorn A&M 
Houston 


Neb.-Omaha 
San Diego St. 
Oregon St. 
Michigan St. 
Alabama 
Delaware 
Illinois 


Tennessee St. 
Boston U. 
Arizona 


lowa 
Missouri 
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Team Player Pos.  Coilege 
Sixth Round (Cont.) 
Atlanta Brown, Ray DB W. Texas St. 
from N.Y. Giants 
Oakland Slough, Greg LB So. California 
Detroit Harris, Frank QB Boston Col. 
from Los Angeles 
thru Philadelphia , 
Miami Coleman, Dennis LB Mississippi 
Detroit Franklin, Herman WR So. California 
San Francisco Bresler, Al WR Auburn 
Philadelphia Neely, Wyck DB Mississippi 
from Minnesota 
Dallas Maier, Steve WR No. Arizona 
Baltimore Frith, Ken DT _=CN..E. Louisiana 
Seventh Round 
Oakland Martin, Don DB Yale 
from Baston 
New Orleans DiNardo, Larry G Notre Dame 
Houston Croyle, Phil LB California 
Buffalo Chandler, Bob WR So. California 
Philadelphia Carmichael, Harold WR Southern U. 
New York Jets Palmer, Scott DT Texas 
Atlanta Chesson, Wesley WR Duke 
Pittsburgh McClure, Worthy T-G Mississippi 
Denver Adams, Doug LB Ohio St. 
Washington Germany, Willie DB = Morgan St. 
Chicago Lee, Buddy QB LSU 
Green Bay Davis, Dave WR Tennessee St. 
San Diego Dicus, Chuck WR Arkansas 
Cleveland Jacobs, Bob K Wyoming 
Cincinnati Craig, Cornelius DB Fisk 
New Orleans Newland, Bob WR Oregon 
from Kansas City 
St. Louis Cooch, James DB Colorado 
Houston Watson, Larry T = Morgan St. 
from N.Y. Giants 
Green Bay Johnson, James WR Bishop 
from Oakland 
Chicago Ferris, Dennis RB sC~Pittsburgh 
from Los Angeles : 
Detroit Wheless, Brownie T Rice 
Miami Dickerson, Ron DB Kansas St. 
San Francisco Watson, John T Oklahoma 
Minnesota Mack, Gene LB Texas-El Paso 
Dallas Griffin, Bill T Catawba 
Baltimore Bowdell, Gordon WR Michigan St. 
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Team 


Buffalo 

from Boston 
Pittsburgh 

from New Orleans 
Buffalo 
Philadelphia 
Denver 

from Houston 
New York Jets 
Atlanta 
Pittsburgh 
Kansas City 

from Denver 
Chicago 
Green Bay 
New Orleans 

from Washington 
San Diego 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 
Kansas City 
St. Louis 
New York Giants 
New Orleans 

from Oakland 
Los Angeles 
Pittsburgh 

from Miami 
Detroit 
San Francisco 
Minnesota * 
Dallas 
Baltimore 


Player 


Eighth Round 


Ross, Lewis 
Crowe, Larry 


Walls, Tyrone 
Gotishalk, Leonard 
Beard, Tom 


Kirksey, Roy 
Havig, Dennis 
Rogers, Paul 
Sensibaugh, Mike 


Weiss, Karl 
Headley, Win 
Elders, James 


Van Gorkum, Leon 
Zelina, Larry 
Herring, Fred 
Telander, Rick 
Yankowski, Ron 
Gregory, Ted 
Gresham, Bob 


Garay, Tony 
Holmes, Ernie 


Lee, Ken 
McCann, Jim 
Fairley, John 
Jessie, Ron 
Bogan, Willie 


Pos. 


DE 


p=] 


oO 
On BROOD O08 


DB 


¥ Dallas and Baltimore selected before Minnesota, who passed. 


Boston 

New Orleans 
Philadeiphia 
Houston 
Buffalo 

New York Jets 
Atlanta 
Pittsburgh 
Denver 
Green Bay 
Washington 


Ninth Round 


Ashton, Josh 
Williams, Tom 
Pettigrew, Len 
Rice, Floyd 
Strickland, Bob 
Curtis, John 
Griffin, Alvin 
Anderson, Mike 
Handy, John 
Mayer, Barry 
Fanucci, Mike 


College 


So. Carolina St. 
Texas Southern 


Missouri 
Humboldt St. 
Michigan St. 


Maryland St. 
Colorado 
Nebraska 
Ohio St. 


Vanderbilt 
Wake Forest 
Southern U. 


San Diego St. 
Ohio St. 
Tennessee St. 
Northwestern 
Kansas St. 
Delaware 
West Virginia 


Hofstra 
Texas Southern 


Washington 
Arizona St. 
J.C. Smith 
Kansas 
Dartmouth 


Tulsa 
Willamette 
Ashland 
Alcorn A&M 
Auburn 
Springfield 
Tuskegee 
LSU 
Purdue 
Minnesota 
Arizona St. 
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Team Player Pos.  Coilege 
Ninth Round (Cont.) 
Chicago McClain, Lester WR Tennessee 
San Diego Tanner, John TE Tennessee Tech 
Cleveland Levels, Wilmur DB No. Texas St. 
Cincinnati Gustafson, Gary LB = Montana St. 
Kansas City Hawes, Alvin T Minnesota 
St. Louis Savoy, Mike WR Black Hills (S.D.) 
New York Giants Thomas, Ed LB Lebanon Valley 
Oakland Garnett, Dave RB Pittsburgh 
Los Angeles Schmidt, Joe WR Miami 
Detroit Zofko, Mickey RB Auburn 
Miami Den Herder, Vern DE Central lowa 
San Francisco Couch, Therman LB lowa St. 
Minnesota Sullivan, Tim RB lowa 
Dallas Jackson, Honor WR Pacific 
Baltimore Burnett, Bill RB Arkansas 
Tenth Round 
Boston McDowell, Lane T Towa 
San Francisco Cardo, Ron RB Oshkosh (Kan.) 
from New Orleans 
Houston Price, Russ DE No. Carolina Cen. 
Oakland West, William DB Tennessee St. 
from Buffalo 
New Orleans Pamplin, Rocky RB Hawaii 
from Philadelphia 
New York Jets Betts, Jim DB Michigan 
Atlanta Tillman, Faddie DE Boise St. 
Pittsburgh O'Shea, Jim TE _ Boston Col. 
Denver Harris, Carlis WR Idaho St. 
Washington Taylor, Jesse RB Cincinnati 
Chicago Rowden, Larry LB Houston 
Green Bay Hunt, Kevin T Doane 
San Diego Nowak, Gary TE Michigan St 
Cleveland Casteel, Steve LB Oklahoma 
Cincinnati Stambaugh, Jack G Oregon 
Kansas City Jankowski, Bruce WR Ohio St. 
St. Louis Miller, Ron T McNeese St. 
New York Giants Reed, Henry LB Weber St. 
Oakland Oesterling, Tim DT UCLA 
Los Angeles Popplewell, Don C Colorado 
Miami Maree, Ron DT Purdue 
Philadelphia Bailey, Tom RB Florida St. 
from Detroit 
San Francisco Jennings, Ernie WR Air Force 
Minnesota Morris, Chris G Indiana 
Dallas Wallis, Rodney DT New Mexico 
Baltimore Kern, Rex QB Ohio St. 
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Boston 

New Orleans 
Buffalo 
Philadelphia 
Houston 

New York Jets 
Atlanta 
Pittsburgh 
Denver 
Chicago 
Green Bay 
Washington 
San Diego 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 
Kansas City 
St. Louis 

New York Giants 
Oakland 

Los Angeles 
Detroit 
Miami 

San Francisco 
Minnesota 
Dallas 
Baltimore 


Boston 

New Orleans 

Philadelphia 

Houston 

Buffalo 

New York Jets 

Atlanta 

Baltimore 
from Pittsburgh 

Denver 

Green Bay 

Washington 


Chicago 
San Diego 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 
Kansas City 
St. Louis 


Player 


Eleventh Round 


Schneiss, Dan 
Pollard, Bob 
Browder, Andy 
Davis, Albert 
Hughes, Macon 
Studdard, Vernon 
Shears, Larry 
Wagner, Mike 
Roitsch, Roger 
Hardy, Cliff 
Lanier, John 
Starke, George 
Pinson, Don 
Sikich, Mike 
Marshall, Ed 
Allen, Nathaniel 
Ogle, Rick 
Ellison, Marshall 
Poston, Jim 
Richards, Charlie 
Webb, Phil 
Surma, Vic 
Reed, Joe 
Walker, Mike 
Bonwell, Ernest 
Jones, Dave 


Twelfth Round 


Rodman, John 
Gathright, Ron 
Saathoff, Rick 
Thompson, John 
Sheffield, Jim 
Sowells, Rich 
Lowe, Ronnie 
Wuensch, Bob 


Franks, Floyd 
Hendren, Greg 
Severson, Jeff 


Booras, Steve 
Garnett, Wesley 
Blanchard, Felix 
Hayden, James 
Esposito, Tony 
Von Dulm, Tim 


Pos. 


College 


Nebraska 
Weber St. 
Texas A&l 
Tennessee St. 
Rice 
Mississippi 
Lincoln 
Western Illinois 
Rice 

Michigan St.. 
Parsons (lowa) 
Columbia 
Tennessee St. 
Northwestern 
Cameron 
Texas Southern 
Colorado 
Dayton 

So. Carolina 
Richmond 
Colorado St. 
Penn St. 
Mississippi St. 
Tulane 

Lane (Tenn.) 
Baylor 


Northwestern 
Morehead St. 
No. Arizona 
Minnesota 
Texas A&M 
Alcorn A&M 
Ft. Valley St. 
Texas 


Mississippi 

California 

Cal State- 
Long Beach 

Mesa J.C. 

Utah St. 

North Carolina 

Memphis St. . 

Pittsburgh 

Portland St. 
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Team Player Pos. College 
Twelfth Round (Cont.) 

New York Giants Blanchard, Tom QB-K Oregon 
Oakland Jones, Horace DT Louisville 
Los Angeles Behrendt, Kurt T Whitewater (Wis.) 
Miami Byars, Leroy RB Alcorn A&M 
Detroit Pilconis, Bill WR Pittsburgh 
San Francisco Bunch, Jim DT _~Platteville (Wis.) 
Minnesota Holmes, Reggie DB Stout (Wis.) 
Dallas Goepel, Steve QB Colgate 
Baltimore Triplett, Bill WR Michigan St. 

Thirteenth Round 
Boston Swain, Lewis DB Alabama A&M 
New Orleans Burchfield, Don TE Ball St. 
Houston Hoing; Joe G = Arkansas Tech 
Buffalo Underwood, Busty QB TCU 
Philadelphia Lester, Danny DB Texas 
New York Jets Eggold, John DE Arizona 
Atlanta Crooks, Dan DB Wisconsin 
Pittsburgh Young, Alfred WR So. Carolina St. 
Denver Blackford, Craig QB Evansville 
Washington Ryezek, Dan C CVirginia 
Chicago Nicholas, Ed T No. Carolina St. 
Green Bay Martin, Jack RB Angelo St. (Tex.) 
San Diego Milner, Sammy WR Mississippi St. 
Cleveland Jamutla, Thad T Lehigh 
Cincinnati Knapman, David TE Cen. Washington 
Kansas City Hixson, Chuck QB SMU 
St. Louis Allen, Jeff DB fowa St. 
New York Giants Roller, David DT = Kentucky 
Oakland * Natzel, Mick DB Cen. Michigan 
Los Angeles Harrison, Russell RB Kansas St. 
Detroit Abercrombie, David RB Tulane 
Miami Hepburn, Lionel DB Texas Southern 
San Francisco Bullock, John RB Purdue 
Minnesota Frye, Bennie C —_— Houston 
Dallas Ford, James RB ‘Texas Southern 
Baltimore Neville, Tom LB Yale 
* Los Angeles, Detroit and Miami selected before Oakland, who passed. 

Fourteenth Round 
Boston Sykes, Alfred WR Florida A&M 
New Orleans Scott, Bobby QB Tennessee 
Buffalo Hoots, Jim DE Missouri So. 
Philadelphia Creech, Robert LB TCU 
Houston Adams, Dick -DB = Miami (Ohio) 
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Team 


New York Jets 


Green Bay 
Washington 

San Diego 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 
Kansas City 

St. Louis 

New York Giants 
Oakland 

Los Angeles 


San Francisco 
Minnesota 
Dallas 
Baltimore 


Player 


Pos. 


Fourteenth Round (Cont.) 


Harpring, John 
Comer, Daryl 
Evans, McKinney 
Lyons, Tommy 
Lewis, Willie 
Spears, Leroy 
Bynum, Bill 
O'Daniel, Edward 
Kingrea, Rick 
Mallory, Irvin 
Bergey, Bruce 
Klausen, Doug 
Evans, Charles 
Gipson, Tom 
Coleman, Lionel 
Vaughn, David 
Lorenz, Tom 
Dunstan, Bill 
Gallagher, Jim 
Covey, Tyrone 
Mikolayunas, Mike 


* Chicago, Green Bay and Washington selected before Denver. 


Boston 

New Orleans 
Philadelphia 
Houston 
Buffalo 

New York Jets 
Atlanta 
Pittsburgh 
Denver 

Green Bay 
Washington 
Chicago 

San Diego 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 
Kansas City 
St. Louis 

New York Giants 


San Francisco 


Fifteenth Round 


McGarry, Nick 
Graves, Bart 
Fisher, Ed 
Hopkins, Andy 
Cole, Charles 
Dyches, Dan 
Clark, Wallace 
Makin, Ray 
James, Lawrence 
Garrett, Leonard 
Christnovich, Anthony 
Maciejowski, Ron 
Humston, Eric 
Green, William 
Thomas, Bob 
Montgomery, Mike 
Heiskell, Ted 
Wright, Jim 
Giles, Andy 

Kos, Gary 
Coates, Ed 
Richards, Bob 
Lennon, John 


College 


Michigan 
Texas 

N. Mex. Highlands 
Georgia 
Arizona 
Moorhead St. 
W. New Mexico 
Texas Southern 
Tulane 
Virginia Union 
UCLA 

Arizona 

So. California 
No. Texas St. 
Oregon 
Memphis St. 
lowa St. 

Utah St. 

Yale 

Utah St. 
Davidson 


Massachusetts 
Tulane 

Prairie View 
S.F. Austin 
Toledo 

So. Carolina 
Auburn 
Kentucky 
Norfolk St. 

N. Mex. Highlands 
Lacrosse (Wis.) 
Ohio St. 
Muskingum 
Western Kentucky 
Arizona St. 
S.W. Texas 
Houston 

Notre Dame 
William & Mary 
Notre Dame 
Cen. Missouri 
California 
Colgate 
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Team Player Pos. College 
Fifteenth Round (Cont.) 
Minnesota Wright, Jeff DB Minnesota 
Dallas Young, Bob TE Delaware 
Baltimore Hogan, Mike LB Michigan St. 
Sixteenth Round 
Boston Zikmund, Jim DB Kearney St. 
New Orleans Robinson, Craig T Houston 
Houston Denson, Mose RB Maryland St. 
Buffalo Hunter, Bill DB Utah 
Philadelphia James, Bruce LB Arkansas 
New York Jets Harkey, Steve RB Georgia Tech 
Atlanta James, Lindsey RB San Diego St. 
Pittsburgh Huntley, Walter DB Trinity (Tex.) 
Denver Thompson, Steve DT Minnesota 
Washington Tucker, Glenn LB No. Texas St, 
Chicago Bailey, Sid DE‘ Texas-Arlington 
Green Bay O'Donnell, Jack G Cen. Oklahoma 
San Diego Foote, Ed C Hawaii 
Cleveland Smith, Dave WR Mississippi St. 
Cincinnati Debeve, Mark LB Ohio St. 
Kansas City Jansonius, Darrell G lowa St. 
St. Louis Brame, Lawrence LB Western Kentucky 
New York Giants Gibbs, Dick TE Texas-El Paso 
Oakland * Stawarz, Tony DB Miami 
Los Angeles Boice, Ross LB Pacific Lutheran 
Miami Myers, Chris WR Kenyon 
Detroit Kutchinsky, Tom DB Michigan St. 
San Francisco ** Purcell, Dave DT Kentucky 
Minnesota Edmonds, Greg WR Penn St. 
Dallas Brennan, John T _ Boston Col, 
Baltimore Harrington, Rich DB Houston 


* Los Angeles, Miami and Detroit selected before Oakland, who passed. 


** Minnesota selected before San Francisco, who passed. 


Boston 
Los Angeles 
from New Orleans 
Buffalo 
Philadelphia 


Pittsburgh 
Denver 
Chicago 


Seventeenth Round 


Leigh, Ronald 


Vataha, Randy 
Morrison, Pat 
Sage, John 
Fox, Calvin 
Flaska, Greg 
Martin, Billy 
Ehle, Dan 
Simesak, Jack 
Garganes, Ray 


Elizabeth City St. 


Stanford 
Arkansas 

LSU 

Michigan St. 
Western Michigan 
J. C. Smith 
Howard Payne 
Virginia Tech 
Millersville (Pa.) 
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Team Player Pos. College 
Seventeenth Round (Cont.) 

Green Bay Johnson, Monty DB Oklahoma 

New Orleans Eben, Hermann WR Oklahoma St. 
from Washington 

San Diego Kell, Chip C ‘Tennessee 

Cleveland Dillon, Leo C Dayton 

Cincinnati * Pearson, Sam DB Western Kentucky 

Kansas City Hill, Travis DB C~PPrairie View 

St. Louis Watkins, Preston WR Bluefield (W. Va.) 

New York Giants Zeno, Coleman WR Grambling 

Oakland ** Hill, Charles WR Sam Houston 

Los Angeles Sweei, Joe WR Tennessee St. 

Detroit Jolly, Gordon T Utah 

Miami Mark, Curt LB Mayville (N.D.) 

San Francisco Charlton, Leroy DB‘ Florida A&M 

Minnesota Duncan, Ken P Tulsa 

Dallas Bomer, John C Memphis St. 

Baltimore Nottingham, Don RB Kent St. 


* Kansas City selected before Cincinnati, who passe 
** The last seven teams selected before Oakland, who passed. 


ssed. 


PART FOUR 


THE NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 


DIGEST OF RULES” 


FIELD 


i 
2. 


5. 


Side lines and end lines are out of bounds, Goal line is actually in 
the end zone, 

The four intersections of goal lines and side lines must be marked, 
at INSIDE corners (field of play) by flags mounted on flexible 
shafts. 

Inbound lines (hash marks) are 20 yards in from each side line, 
Goal posts—18 feet 6 inches wide and top face of crossbar 10 
feet aboye ground. Vertical goal posts extend 20 feet above cross- 
bar. The goal is the vertical plane extending indefinitely above the 
crossbar and between the lines indicated by the outer edges of 
the goal posts. 


The playing field will be rimmed by a white border 6 feet wide 
along the sideline, 


COIN TOSS 


1, 


Toss of coin will take place thirty minutes before scheduled 
game time in center of field. 


(a) Toss will be called by visiting team captain. 
(b) The winner of toss must choose one of two privileges, and 
the loser is given the other. The two choices are: 


1. Which team is to kick-off 
2. The goal his team is to defend 


(c) At the end of first half, the captains of both teams must im- 


mediately appear at center of field in order to inform Referee 
of their respective choices, 


In case of inclement weather, toss may be made between the two 
coaches, 

Three minutes prior to game time, both captains are to appear at 
center of field at which time Referee will indicate which team is 
to kick-off, and goal receivers will defend. No toss simulated. 


* Reprinted with the cooperation of The National Football League. 


273 


274 DIGEST OF RULES 
TIMING 


1. The stadium electric clock shall be the official time. The Line 
Judge shall be responsible for supervision of the timing and in 
case the stadium clock becomes inoperative, or for any other rea- 
son it is not being operated correctly, he shall take over the official 
timing on the field, or adjust the time remaining. 

2. Two minutes intermission between periods and team time-outs, 
timed by the Field Judge. 

3. Offensive team has thirty seconds to put ball in play, timed by 
Field Judge. Failure to do so is delay of game. Penalty 5 yards, 


ae CHANGES DURING LAST TWO MINUTES OF EACH 
L 


1, On kick-off, clock does not start until the ball has been legally 
touched by a player of either team in the field of play. 

2, During the last two minutes, a team cannot buy a fourth time- 
out for a penalty. A fourth time-out during the last two minutes 
will only be allowed for an injured player who must be immedi- 
ately designated and removed. No penalty. Fifth or more are 
allowed only under the same condition, but are penalized 5 yards. 
(Time in with Referee’s ready signal in both cases.) 

3. During last two minutes of either half, if score is tied or team in 
possession is behind in score and has exhausted its legal time-outs, 
an additional time-out may be requested and granted under the same 
conditions as above. Clock shali start with Referee’s whistle upon 
removal of injured player from field, and ball cannot be put in 
play until ten seconds have expired, Game can end before snap if 
less than ten seconds remain. 


TRY-FOR-POINT 


After a touchdown, the scoring team is allowed a try-for-point. 
This try is an attempt to score one additional point, during one 
scrimmage down, with spot of snap anywhere between inbounds 
lines and which is also two (2) or more yards from opponent's goal 
line. 


SUBSTITUTIONS 


1, Unlimited substitution, Players may enter the field only when ball 
is dead, 

2. Players leaving field must clear field on their own side, between 
end lines before snap or free kick. If player crosses end line leay- 
ing field, S-yard penalty for delay of game. 


KICK-OFF (FREE-KICK) 


1. Start of gume, start of second half, after a field goal and following 
a try for point. 


(a) On the aboye situations a 3-inch kicking “T’ may be used, 
Punt not allowed, Kick must be made from on or between in- 
bound lines. 


2. Kick-off is not a legal kick unless kick travels 10 yards or has 
been touched by receivers. Once ball touched by receiving team it 
is a free ball. Receivers may recover and advance, kicking team 
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may recover, but not advance, unless receivers had possession of 
ball. 

A kick-off which goes out of bounds between the goal lines with- 
out being touched by receiving team, must be re-kicked. (5-yard 
penalty) If touched last by receiving team it is their ball at in- 
bound spot. The last touching is the important thing even though it 
may have been touched by both teams. 

Free-kick situations also develop following fair catch and safety, 
Time starts with Referee’s whistle. 

When receiving team fair catches ball, captain has option on how 
he wishes to put ball in play. (1) Free-kick (punt, drop-kick, or 
place-kick without “T”) or (2) By snap. If place or drop-kick 
attempted and ball kicked between uprights, field goal is awarded 
for successful kick, (3 points) All other free-kick rules apply. 
Following a safety the team scored upon must next put ball in 
play at their 20-yard line by free-kick. (Punt, drop-kick or place- 
kick—no “T”) All free-kick rules apply. No score may be made 
on free-kick following safety, even though a series of penalties 
may place a team in position to do so. 


SAFETY 


1. 


A safety is the situation in which ball is dead on or behind a 
team's goal line, Provided: The impetus came from a player of 
that team. (2 points) 


Examples: 


(a) Blocked punt which goes.out of the kicking team’s end zone. 
Impetus was put on ball by the punting team; the block only 
changes direction of ball and not the impetus. (2 points) 

(b) Ball carrier runs into his own end zone and is downed. Ball 
carrier responsible for ball being in the end zone. (2 points) 

(c) Safety by penalty: When offensive team commits a foul, and 
spot of enforcement is behind their goal line, (2 points) 


Player intercepts a pass in his own end zone and is downed, 
TOUCHBACK—Impetus came from forward pass. 

If the intercepting momentum of a pass interception, inside inter- 
cepting teams’ 5-yard line carries the interceptor and the ball into 
the end zone, the ball is next in play at spot of interception, un- 
less the intercepting player advances into field of play. This is 
irrespective of any other act (muff, fumble, pass or recovery) by 
either offensive or defensive team, 


POSITION OF PLAYERS AT SNAP 


1, 
2. 


3 
4. 


Offensive team must have seven or more players on the line of 
scrimmage at snap. 

Offensive players, other than the snap receiver who is not on line 
of scrimmage, must be at least one yard behind line at snap. 
After neutral zone starts, no player of either team may encroach 
upon it, nor may he be off-side at snap. 

From start of neutral zone until snap, no offensive player after 
assuming a set position shall charge or move in such a way as to 
lead defense to believe that the snap has started. 

A player entering game wearing an illegal number for the position 
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he takes, must report to the Referee, Referee in turn will report 
same to the defensive captain, (Specifically, player wearing inelig- 
ible pass receiyer number, playing eligible pass receiving position) 
After a huddle or shift all players of offensive team, after assum- 
ing a set position, must come to an absolute stop. Players must 
Temain stationary for a period of at least one second before snap. 
There shall be no movement of feet, head, arms or swaying of 
body. (5-yard penalty for illegal pause or motion) 

Lineman may lock legs with the snapper only, 


USE OF HANDS, ARMS AND BODY 


1, 


2 
3. 


6. 


No player on offense may assist runner except by individually 
blocking opponents for him, and there shall be no interlocked 
interference. 

Interior lineman who takes or simulates a three point stance must 
not move before snap. (S-yard penalty—false start) 

Runner may ward off opponent with his hands and arms, but no 
other offensive player may use them to obstruct an opponent. 
That is, grasping with hands or using them to push, encircling with 
arm in any degree any part of body, during block. 

A defensive player may not tackle or hold any opponent other 
than a runner, He may use his hands and arms only: 


(1) To ward off an obstructing opponent 

(2) To push or pull him out of the way on line of scrimmage or 
to cross it 

(3) In an actual attempt to get at or tackle runner 

(4) To push or pull him out of the way in an actual legal attempt 
to recoyer a loose ball 

(5) During a legal block 


A defensive player shall not contact an opponent above shoulders 
with palm of his hands except during an initial charge or to ward 
him off on line, and then only if it is not a repeated act against 
the same opponent during any one contact. Otherwise they may be 
used on his head, neck, or face only to ward off or push him in an 
actual attempt to get at ball. 

Any offensive player who pretends to possess the ball, and/or one 
to whom a teammate pretends to give the ball, may be tackled 
provided he is crossing his scrimmage line between the offensive 
ends of a normal tight offensive line, 

A player of cither team may block any time provided it is not 
pass interference, fair catch interference, or otherwise unnecessary 
roughness. 

A player may not bat or punch: 


(a) A loose bail (in field of play) towards opponents’ goal line, 
or in any direction if it is in either end zone, 
(b) A ball in player possession or attempt to do so. 


Exception: A pass in flight (forward or backward) may be batted 
in any direction, or at any time (including end zone), by (a) de- 
fense and (b) offense only to prevent an opponent from intercept- 
ah (Penalty for illegal batting or punching of ball: loss of 15 
yards) 


9. 
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No player may kick or kick at any ball except as a punt, drop- 
kick, or place-kick, (legal kicking with foot, loss of 15 yards) 


FORWARD PASS 


1, 


2. 
3, 


11. 


Offensive team may make only one forward pass during each play 
from scrimmage, Penalty for second pass behind the line of scrim- 
mage is loss of down from previous spot, 

Forward pass from beyond line of scrimmage. Penalty, loss of 

down and 5 yards—enforced from the spot of the pass, 

Forward pass from behind the line of scrimmage may be caught 

by only one eligible offensive receiver. All players on defense are 

eligible. If forward pass is touched by a defensive man, all play- 
ers on the offensive team become eligible. 

If a pass is caught simultaneously by two eligible opposing play- 

ers, ball is awarded to passing team. 

Any forward pass (legal or illegal) becomes incomplete and ball is 

dead immediately if pass: 

(a) Strikes ground or goes out of bounds. 

(b) Strikes goal post or crossbar of either team. 

(c) Is caught by any offensive player after it has touched an in- 
eligible receiver, or second eligible receiver, and before any 
touching by defense. 

(d) When illegal pass is caught by the passers, 

A pass is complete when receiver touches the ground with both 

feet inbounds and with the ball in his possession. If a receiver is 

carried out of bounds by an opponent, while he is in possession 
inbounds in the air, pass is complete at out-of-bounds spot. 

If a pass is touched by any ineligible receiver on or behind line or 

touches him beyond line, it is loss of down and 15 yards. (Before 

any touching by defense) 

Fourth down pass—when offensive team is inside opponents 20- 

yard line and fourth down pass is incomplete in end zone, it is 

an automatic touchback. Opponents ball first and ten on 20-yard 
line. 

(a) Ineligible receiver downfield. (Penalty is 15 yards.) 

(b) Pass touched by ineligible receiver that has not been touched 
by a defensive man, is a foul. (Loss of down and 15 yards.) 


Personal foul committed by the defense prior to the completion of 
a pass. (Penalty—15 yards added on to the spot where ball be- 
comes dead.) 

Personal foul committed by the offense prior to the completion of 
a pass. (Penalty—15 yards from previous spot (line of scrimmage) 
unless foul was behind that spot. 


INTENTIONAL GROUNDING OF A PASS 


It is considered intentional incompletion of a forward pass under the 
following condition: When the ball strikes the ground after passer 
throws, tosses or lobs the ball with a deliberate attempt to prevent loss 
of yards by his team, Care should be exercised by the Referee to insure 
protection of the passer after the ball has left his hands by any means. 
(Watching or determining the flight of the pass by the Referee is a 
secondary responsibility under these conditions,) (Penalty 15 yards and 
Joss of down) 
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PASS INTERFERENCE 


1 


1. 


The restriction for the passing team starts with the snap of the 
ball, and the restriction for the defensive team starts when the ball 
leaves the passer’s hand, and ends when the ball is touched by 
anyone, 

Defensive pass interference. (Penalty—automatic first down at the 
spot of foul.) 

Offensive pass interference including ineligible receiver downfield, 
(Penalty—15 yards from previous spot.) 

It is interference by either offense or defense when any player 
movement beyond offensive team’s line hinders the progress of an 
eligible opponent in his attempt to reach pass, except such inci- 
dental movement or contact which may occur when two or more 
eligible players make a simultaneous and bona fide attempt to 
catch or bat ball. This restriction ends for both teams when pass 
is touched, 

“Simultaneous and bona fide” has reference to and shall be taken 
to mean the coming together of opposing eligible receivers at spot 
of possible completion or interception of a pass, when each of the 
players is intent on “playing the ball” and where contact between 
the players is unavoidable and incidental to the act or effort in- 
yolved in attempting to catch or bat ball. Any contact prior to such 
a time is interference by either one or both players. 

During a forward pass, it must be remembered that defensive play- 
ers have us much right to the path to ball as eligible opponents. 
Any bodily contact, however severe, between players who are mak- 
ing a bona fide and simultaneous attempt to catch or bat ball, is 
not interference. 

Pass interference by defense is independent of the direction in flight 
of pass, and as to whether or not offensive team might have com- 
pleted it. This is not a judgment situation on the part of the official. 
Passer may have changed his pass to another receiver due to in- 
terference or a possible receiver being covered, 


BACKWARD PASS—FUMBLE 


1. 
2. 


3. 


Fumble may be advanced by anyone either offense or defense. 
Backward pass. (lateral pass) 


(a) Offensive team may advance a fumbled lateral. 
(b) Defensive team may only gain possession, unless caught in the 
air. 


Fourth down fumble on or inside defensive team’s 10-yard line 
(during play from scrimmage)-before any touching by defensive 
team, only the offensive player fumbling the ball may advance it. 
If recovered or advanced by any other offensive player, the ball is 
dead at the spot of the fumble unless spot of recovery is behind 
the spot of the fumble. 


PUNT 


if 
y i 


Any punt that touches the receiver’s end zone or goal post is dead, 
Automatic touchback. 
Any punt that touches kicker’s goal post, ball continues in play. 
In such cases all rules pertaining to a scrimmage kick continue in 
force until kick ends. 
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ne, Possipiena end 2006 line OF ae 

_ caich signal and foul by ki tories ace.) 
A punted ball remains a kicked ball until possessed by"@ player 
of either team or is declared dead. 

Any member of the punting team may down the ball anywhere in 
the field of play. legal touching rule applies. For illegally touch- 
ing a scrimmage kick: Official’s time out and receiver’s ball at any 
spot of illegal touching or possession. This foul does not offset a 
foul by the receivers during the down. 


FAIR CATCH 


iF 
2. 


Be 


Valid only when one arm raised full length above the head. 
Applies to all members of the receiving team. However, they are 
not required to catch the ball. 

If a player signals (valid or invalid) for a fair catch, he may not 
biock or initiate contact with one of the kickers until the ball 
touches a player. 

PENALTY: For unsportsmanlike conduct after fair catch signal: 
Snap by receivers 15 yards behind spot of foul. 

If ball hits ground or touches one of the kicking team in flight 
fair catch signal is off, and all rules for a kicked ball apply. 
Interference with the opportunity to make a fair catch, 15-yard 
penalty, Any undue advance by a fair catch receiver is delay of 
the game. (5-yard penalty) 

If time expires while ball is in play and a fair catch has been 
awarded to a team, they may choose to extend period by one free- 
kick down, 


FOUL ON LAST PLAY OF HALF OR GAME 


1, Foul by defense on last play of half or game: Down will be re- 
played if penalty is accepted. 

2. Foul by offense on last play of half or game: Down will not be 
replayed, and the play in which the foul is committed is nullified. 
(No extension of period for an offensive foul) 

Exception: Fair catch interference, illegal touching, No score by 
offense is counted, 

3. Double foul on last play of half or game: The down is replayed. 

DEFINITIONS 

1. BALL IN PLAY: Ball is in play when it is legally free-kicked or 
snapped. It continues in play until down ends. 

2. DEAD BALL: A dead ball is one which is not in play. The time 


period during which ball is dead is between downs, 


é 
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$1 LOOSE BALL: A looxe ball is « live Tala, 

4. MUFF: A maul is tha ; . 
Cessful att ~ 

5. POSSESS) a y aa 

enone ‘id ’ ind bs in 

act oy re sn ch co Bowen hs en 


* Perform any 


‘A foul is an 


Y Viola. 
S the spot 


Snap, Pass, Fumble, Return Kick or Free-Kick—Spot 
where the act connected with a given foul occurred or at which 
penalty is to be enforced, 

(d) Succeeding Spot—Spot where ball would next be put in play 
if no distance penalty were to be enforced. 

Exception: If foul occurs after a touchdown and before the whistle 

for a try, succeeding spot is spot of next kick-off. 


7. FREE-KICK; A free-kick is one which puts ball in play to start 
“J free-kick down. It includes kick-off, safety-kick, and fair-catch 
ick. 
8. IMPETUS: Impetus is the action of a player which gives momen- 
tum to ball. 

9. NEUTRAL ZONE: The neutral zone is the space length of ball 
between the offensive and defensive teams. 

10. ENCROACHING: A player is encroaching on the neutral zone 
when any part of his body is in the neutral zone. 

Exception: The snapper is not considered in the neutral zone if 
no part of his body is beyond defensive team line. (Forward point 
of ball) 

11, SHIFT: A shift is the action of two or more offensive players who 
(prior to a snap) after having assumed a set position, simultaneously 
change the position of their feet by pivoting to, or assuming a new 
set position with either one foot or both feet, 

12. SAFETY: A suafety is the situation in which ball is dead on or 
behind a team’s own goal line, provided: The impetus came from 
a player of that team. 

13. TOUCHBACK: A touchback is the situation in which a ball is 
dead on or behind a team’s own goal line, provided: The impetus 
came from an opponent and provided it is not a touchdown. 


FOULS 


1. ENCROACHMENT: Example: Defensive lineman moving across 
the neutral zone and making contact with an opponent prior to 
the ball being snapped. Whistle kills play. No snap allowed. 

2. OFF-SIDES: A player is off-sides when any part of his person is 
beyond his line of scrimmage, or free-kick line when the ball is 
put into play. (Does not include offensive center when he is 
snapping ball) 
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RUNNING INTO PASSER: Penalty: Loss of 15 yards from pre- 
vious spot, and disqualification when flagrant. 


Note: The Rules Committee is definitely committed to the policy 
of protecting the passer. A passer who is standing still or fading 
backwards, is obviously out of the play after ball has left his 
hand or hands, and is to be protected until pass ends, or until 
he starts to move into a distinctly defensive position. Referee 
must determine whether opponent had a reasonable chance to 
stop his momentum during an attempt to block or bat pass, or to 
tackle passer while he was still in possession. 


RUNNING INTO KICKER: Penalty: For running into kicker, 
loss of 5 yards from previous spot. For roughness, 15 yards, and 
disqualification when flagrant. (ist down in cither case) 


Note: Avoiding the kicker is a primary responsibility of defensive 
players if they do not touch the kick. A defensive player may 
touch a kicker only if he has previously touched the ball, or if 
the contact is caused by the kicker. 


AUTOMATIC FIRST DOWN: Offensive team will be awarded 
first down on all defensive fouls with these five exceptions: 

(a) Off-sides 

(b) Encroachment 

(c) Delay of game 

(d) Illegal substitution 

(e) Excessive time outs 


PENALTY ENFORCED ON FOLLOWING KICK-OFF 


1, A team scored (touchdown, field goal, extra point or safety), and 
opponents commit a personal foul, unsportsmanlike conduct foul 
or obviously unfair act during the down—Penalty will be assessed 
on the following kick-off. 

2, During continuing action after a team scores, if either team 
commits a personal foul—Penalty will be assessed on the following 
kickoff, 

SUMMARY OF PENALTIES 
FIVE YARDS 

1. Crawling, pushing or helping runner, 

2. Defensive holding, (automatic first down) 

3. Delay of game, 

4, Encroachment, 

5. Exceeding thirty-second period, 

6. Excessive time outs, 

7. False start. 

8. legal formation. (player neither on nor off the line of scrimmage 
at snap) 

9. Tilegal double shift. 

10. MIlegal motion. 

11. Illegal motion by interior linemen. 

12. Illegal substitution. 

13. Kick-off out of bounds between goal lines without being touched 


by any player, 
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14. Seety a forward pass beyond the line of scrimmage. (also loss of 
lown 

15. Making an invalid fair catch signal. 

16. More than eleven players on field during play. 

17. Offensive team having less than seven men on the line of scrimmage 
at snap, 

18. Off-sides. 

19. Pausing less than one second after huddle or shift. 

20. Running into kicker, 

21. Short free-kick. 

22, Two or more players in motion at snap. 


FIFTEEN YARDS 

Clipping. 

Fair catch interference. 

Forward pass intentionally touched by an ineligible receiver, (also 

loss of down) 

Sond face mask of any player. (if by defense, automatic first 

own) 

Illegal batting, kicking or punching a loose ball. (if by defense, 

automatic first down) 

Illegal use of hands and arms on offense. 

Ineligible receiver down field. 

Intentionally grounding the ball. (also loss of down) 

9, Offensive pass interference. 

10. Piling on. (if by defense, automatic first down) 

11, Roughing the kicker. (automatic first down) 

12. Roughing the passer. (automatic first down) 

13. Unnecessary roughness. (if by defense, automatic first down) 

14. Unsportsmanlike conduct. Player may not shove, push, strike or 
lay a hand on an official in an offensive or visual manner which 
may be misinterpreted, 


BALL PLACED ON ONE YARD LINE 
1. Defensive pass interference in defensive team’s end zone. Offensive 
team’s ball on defensive team’s one yard line. (first and goal) 
HALF THE DISTANCE PENALTY 
1, If a distance penalty enforced from a specific spot between goal 
lines would carry the ball more than half the distance to offender's 
goal line, then the penalty shall be half the distance from the spot 
to goal line. 
COMBINATION PENALTIES (Loss of down and yardage) 
1. Loss of down and 5 yards, 
(a) Making a forward pass from scrimmage from beyond the line. 
2. Loss of down and 15 yards. 


(a) Pass from behind the line touching ineligible offensive player 
behind line (deliberate) or beyond line. 

(b) Intentionally throwing pass (from behind line) out of bounds 
or to the ground or against any player behind line. 
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PART FIVE 


THE 1971 SCHEDULES 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
AMERICAN AND NATIONAL CONFERENCES 


19th 

Dallas—at Buffalo— 
Houston—at Cleveland— 
Kansas City—at San Diego— 
Los Angeles—at New Orleans— 
Miami—at Denver— 

New York Giants—at Green Bay— 
New York Jets—at Baltimore— 
Oakland—at New England— 
Philadelphia—at Cincinnati— 
Pittsburgh—at Chicago— 

San Francisco—at Atlanta— 
Washington—at St. Louis— 


20th 
Minnesota—at Detrolt— 


3rd 

Atlanta—at Detroit— 
Baltimore—at New England— 
Buffalo—at Minnesota— 
Chicago—at Los Angeles— 
Cincinnati—at Green Bay— 
Kansas City—at Denver— 

New Orleans—at Houston— 

New York Giants—at St. Louls— 
New York Jets—at Miami— 

San Diego—at Pittsburgh— 

San Francisco—at Philadelphia— 
Washington—at Dallas— 


Ath 
Oakland—at Cleveland— 


SEPTEMBER 
26th 

(1:00) Atlanta—at Los Angeles— 

(1:00) Chicago—at Minnesote— 

(1:00) Cincinnati—at Pittsburgh— 

(1:00)  Cleveland—at Baltimore— 

(2:00) Dallas—at Philadelphia— 

(1:00) Denver—vs. Green Bay— 

(4:00) (at Milwaukee) 

(1:00) Detroit—at New England— 

(1:00) Kansas City—at Houston— 

(1:00) Miami—at Butfalo— 

(1:00) Oakland—at San Diego— 

(1:00) San Francisco—et New Orleans— 
Washington—at New York Giants— 
27th 

(8:00) New York Jets—at St. Louis— 

OCTOBER 
10th 

(1:00) Baltimore—at Buffalo— 

(1:00)  Denver—at Oakland— 

(1:00) Green Bay—at Detroit— 

(1:00) Houston—at Washington— 

(1:00) Los Angeles—at San Francisco— 

(2:00) Miami—at Cincinnati— 

(1:00) Minnesota—at Philadelphia— 

(3:00) New Orleans—at Chicago— 

(1:00) New York Jets—at New England— 

(1:00) = Pittsburgh—at Cleveland— 

(1:00) St. Louis—at Atlanta— 

(1:00) San Diego—at Kansas City— 
llth 

(9:00) New York Giants—at Dallas— 
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17th 

Baltimore—at New York Giants— 
Butfalo—at New York Jets— 
Chicago—at San Francisco— 
Cleveland—at Cincinnati 
Dallas—at New Orleans— 
Detroit—at Houston— 

Los Angeles—at Atlanta— 
Minnesota—at Green Bay— 
New England—at Miami— 
Philadelphia—at Oakland— 
St. Louis—at Washington— 
San Diego—at Denver— 


18th 
Pittsburgh—at Kansas City— 


23rd 
Buffalo—at San Diego— 
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24th *: 
Chicago—at Detroit— 
Cincinnati—at Oakland— 
Denver—at Cleveland— 
Green Bay—at Los Angeles— 


Ist 
Detroit—vs. Green Bay— 
(at Milwaukee) 


7th 

Atlanta—at Cincinnati— 
Buffalo—at Miami— 
Cleveland—at Pittsburgh— 
Dallas—at St. Louis— 
Detroit—at Denver— 

Green Bay—at Chicago— 
Houston—at New England— 
Kansas City—at New York Jets— 
Oakland—at New Orleans— 
Philadelphia—at Washington— 
San Diego—at New York Giants— 
San Francisco—at Minnesota— 


8th 
Los Angeles—at Baltimore— 


14th 

Baltimore—at New York Jets— 
Buffalo—at New England— 
Cincinnati—at Denver— 
Cleveland—at Kansas City— 
Green Bay—at Minnesota— 
Houston—at Oakland— 

Los Angeles—at Detroit— 

New Orleans—at San Francisco— 
New York Giants—at Atlanta— 
Philadelphia—at Dallas— 
Plttsburgh—at Miami— 


Houston—at Pittsburgh— 

(1:00)  Miami—at New York Jets— 

(1:00) New England—at Dallas— 

(1:00) New Orleans—at Atlanta— 

(4:00) New York Giants—at Philadelphia— 

(1:00) San Francisco—at St. Louis— 

(1:00) Washington—at Kansas City— 

(1:00) 

(3:00) = 25th 

(1:00)  Baltimore—at Minnesota— 

(1:00) 

(1:00) 31st 

(2:00)  Atlanta—at Cleveland— 
Cincinnati—at Houston— 
Dallas—at Chicago— 

(8:00) Denver—at Philadelphia— 
Kansas City—at Dakland— 
Miami—at Los Angeles— 

(3:00)  Minnesota—at New York Giants— 
New England—at San Francisco— 
New Orleans—at Washington— 

(1:00) New York Jets—at San Diego— 

(1:00) Pittsburgh—at Baltimore— 

(1:00) St. Louis—at Buffalo— 

(2:00) 

NOVEMBER 
Washington—at Chicago— 

(8:00) 15th 
St. Louis—at San Diego— 

(1:00) 21st 

(1:00) Dallas—at Washington— 

(1:00)  Denver—at Kansas City— 

(1:00) Detroit—at Chicago— 

(2:00) Houston—at Cincinnati— 

(1:00) Miami—at Baltimore— 

(1:00) Minnesota—at New Orleans— 

(1:00) New England—at Cleveland— 

(1:00) New York Giants—at Pittsburgh— 

(1:00) New York Jets—at Buffalo— 

(1:00) Philadelphia—at St. Louis— 

(3:00) San Diego—at Oakland— 

San Francisco—at Los Angeles— 

(9:00) 22nd 
Green Bay—at Atlanta— 

- 25th 

vee Kansas City—at Detroit— 

(2:00) Los Angeles—at Dallas— 

(3:00) 

(2:00) Rania Minnesota— 

(1:00) Baltimore—at Oakland— 

(1:00) Gleveland—at Houston— 

(1:00) Denver—at Pittsburgh— 

(1:00) New England—at Buffalo— 

(1:00) New Orleans—vs. Green Bay— 

(1:00) (at Milwaukee) 


(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(3:00) 


(8:00) 


(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(1:00) 
(2:00) 
(1:00) 
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St. Louls—at New York Giants— (1:00) 29th 
San Diego—at Cincinnati— (1:00) Chicago—at Miami— (9:00) 
San Francisco—at New York Jets— (1:00) 
Washington—at Philadelphia— (1:00) 
DECEMBER 

4th Oakland—at Kansas City— (3:00) 
New York Jets—at Dallas— (3:00) = Pittsburgh—at Cincinnati— (1:00) 

St. Louis—at Philadelphia— (1;00) 
5th 
Buffalo—at Baltimore— (2:00) 13th 
Chicago—at Denver— (2:00) Washington—at Los Angeles— (6:00) 
Cincinnati—at Cleveland— (1:00) 
Green Bay—at St. Louis— (3:00) 18th 
Miami—at New England— (1:00) = St. Louis—at Dalias— (3:00) 
Minnesota—at San Diego— (1:00) 
New Orleans—at Los Angeles— (1:00) Sth 
New York Giants—at Washington— (1:00) Atlanta—at New Orleans— (1:00) 
Oakland—at Atlanta— (1:00)  Buffalo—at Kansas City— (1:00) 
Philadelphia—at Detroit— (1:00) Cincinnati—at New York Jets— (1:00) 
Pittsburgh—at Houston— (1:00)  Cleveland—at Washington— (1:00) 

Detroit—at San Francisco— (1:00) 
6th Green Bay—at Miami— (1:00) 
Kansas City—at San Franclsco— (6:00) Los Angeles—at Pittsburgh— (1:00) 

Minnesota—at Chicago— (1:00) 
llth New England—at Baltimore— (2:00) 
Baltimore—at Miami— (4:00) Oakland—at Denver— (2:00) 
Detroit—at Minnesota— (12:00) = Philadelphia—at New York Giants— & 00) 
ie San Diego—at Houston— 1:00) 

th 
Atlanta—at San Francisco— (1:00) 26th 
Chicago—at Green Bay— (1:00) AFC Divisional Playoff 
Cleveland—at New Orleans— (1:00) NFC Divisional Playoff 
Dallas—at New York Giants— (1:00) 
Denver—at San Diego— (1:00) 27th 
Houston—at Buffalo— (1:00) AFC Divisional Playoff 
New England—at New York Jets— (1:00) NFC Divisional Playoff 
JANUARY 

2nd 16th 
AFC Championship Game Super Bow! VI at New Orleans 
NFC Championship Game a 


AFC-NFC Pro Bowl 


PART SIX 


THE OLD SEASON—REVIEW 


The 1970 pro football season was a season of drama, a 
season of innovation, a season of suspense, a season of sad- 
ness. But in the end, it was a season like all seasons—with 
winners and losers, sound and fury. 

The drama was twofold, First, during the summer, the 
players’ strike threatened to wipe out the *70 season before 
it even began. But just days before the first exhibition games 
were to be played Commissioner Pete Rozelle mediated the 
labor dispute between the players and owners, The striking 
athletes reported to training camp and the news turned from 
paying to playing. But at the end of the season, it developed 
that the new four-year contract Commissioner Rozelle had 
supposedly negotiated had never been signed and the players 
accused the owners of reneging on the deal. Sometimes it 
seems that there is more progress made at the Paris peace 
talks than in the NFL’s labor negotiations. 

Second, there was the drama of the season itself, drama first 
created by the realignment of the NFL into six divisions. Eight 
teams would eventually have a chance to go all the way to 
the Super Bowl, but no one could have predicted the turmoil, 
and excitement, created by so many tight races. It wasn’t 
until the final day of the season that all divisional titles had 
been awarded and, thankfully, a coin toss to decide some of 
the outcomes wasn’t necessary. 

Inter-conference play made its debut, with great success, 
as did the inauguration of nationally televised games on Mon- 
day nights throughout the season. Both new features seem 
to be here to stay. 

There was plenty of suspense in 1970, but not all of it had 
to do with the outcome of games. A mysterious federal grand 
jury investigation made news. But months after the first hear- 
ing one could only speculate on its. purpose. Presumably the 
inquiry, directed by the U.S. Justice Department’s anti-trust 
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division, was looking into complaints of player blacklisting and 
the waiver system—which could be in restraint of trade. 

And tragedy. The news of Vince Lombardi’s illness last 
June was a shock, but it seemed only normal that Lombardi, 
dominant pro coach of the 1960s, would recover and return 
to lead the Washington Redskins. But bravery and will to live 
weren't enough. In September Coach Lombardi died of can- 
cer, and with him the “Run to Daylight” era came to an end, 

And 1970 was a season like all seasons, in that the usual 
number of coaching changes were made. After the season, 
George Allen’s contract with the Los Angeles Rams was not 
renewed—as expected—and Allen wound up as Washington’s 
new head coach, replacing Bill Austin, whom Lombardi had 
named interim coach of the Redskins shortly before his death. 
The Rams hired Tommy Prothro, who had spent the last six 
years as coach at UCLA. The Green Bay Packers also made 
a head coaching change, from another hand-picked Lombardi 
successor, Phil Bengtson, to another college coach, Dan Devine 
of Missouri. In St. Louis, the Cardinals fired Charley Winner 
and signed former Minnesota assistant Bob Hollway to a 
three-year contract. 

New Orleans and Boston made their coaching changes dur- 
ing the *70 season. The Saints fired Tom Fears and brought 
up a relatively unknown minor-league coach, J. D. Roberts, 
who was retained for ’71. The Patriots, now the New England 
Patriots since they'll be moving into a new suburban stadium 
in Foxboro, Mass., promoted assistant coach John Mazur to 
the head coaching job when Clive Rush was either given a 
leave of absence for “health reasons” or quit—all according 
to whose version you listened to. 

The other changes were made by choice. Cleveland’s Blan- 
ton Collier and Houston’s Wally Lemm both retired. The 
Browns’ new coach is Nick Skorich, former head coach of the 
Eagles, who most recently had been Collier’s offensive coach, 
Lemm’s replacement is Ed Hughes, the 49ers’ offensive coach 
since 1968. 

And last but not least, there was the situation in San Diego, 
In 1970. Sid Gillman gave his head coaching job to Charley 
Waller and decided to stick to being the Chargers’ general. 
manager. Gillman said his health was being adversely affected 
by the strain of coaching. But Sid apparently reserved the 
right to change his mind—and he did. He returned as head 
coach, saying: “If I’m going to die, I want to die with my 
cleats on.” 


CHAPTER 


2] 
IT HAPPENED IN THE NFC 


What happened in the National Football Conference last 
year was that the Eastern Division Dallas Cowboys, always 
a bridesmaid but never a bride, finally won the Conference 
championship and made it to the Super Bowl. Before the sea- 
son began, many experts predicted that Dallas could do it in 
1970. But, after their ninth game of the season, when the 
Cowboys were crushed by the St. Louis Cardinals, 38-0, on 
national television (four weeks after the Minnesota Vikings 
had obliterated Dallas, 54-13), their supporters left them 
for dead. The Cowboys had a 5—4 record and seemed to be 
heading downhill fast. The real race appeared to be between 
Dallas’ division rivals, the New York Giants, who had won 
six consecutive games, and the Cardinals, with a 7—2 record. 

But just as everyone was giving up on them, the Cowboys 
reversed their course, ultimately winning their last five games. 
At the same time, the Giants played hot and cold and the Cards 
died a slow death. 

What happened to the Cowboys, as the players described it, 
was a change in attitude. The pressure was off—the team 
relaxed and simply played its game. “We just kind of went out 
there and started playing football instead of worrying about 
pressure,” said linebacker Chuck Howley. And his teammate 
Lee Roy Jordan summed it up by saying, “We had to turn 
to each other for some kind of friendship because no one else 
would give it to us. We wanted to strike back, not just at the 
fans and the press, but at everybody.” 

The famed Dallas “Doomsday Defense” reasserted itself. 
The offense scored 153 points in the last five games of the 
regular season. Craig Morton survived as quarterback, probab- 
ly because coach Tom Landry started calling the plays from 
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the sidelines, leaving Morton free to concentrate on execution. 
Rookie running back Duane Thomas, who got his start when 
1969 Rookie of the Year Calvin Hill was injured early in the 
season, held onto the job and emerged as the Cowboy’s leading 
ground gainer with 803 yards. And Bob Hayes, benched at 
the start of the season in favor of rookie Dennis Homan, ulti- 
mately won his job back and wound up with 889 yards on 34 
receptions. 

The Giants, who eventually finished second in the East, 
looked like winners going into their final game against the 
Rams. After losing its first three games of the season New 
York mounted a six-game winning streak and brought a three- 
game streak into the season finale. Beating the Rams would 
have made the Giants division champions, no matter what the 
Cowboys did. A lot of people had become believers when the 
Giants overcame a 19-point deficit with only ten minutes to 
go against Washington on November 15. They scored three 
touchdowns to win 35-33. 

However, Washington was one thing; the Rams were an- 
other. L.A. whipped the Giants badly, 31—3,. There were con- 
solations for New York, however. The Giants had come close 
and could look forward to next year. Along with the exciting 
Fran Tarkenton who passed his way to third place among NFL 
quarterbacks, halfback Ron Johnson emerged as a double 
threat, becoming the first Giant ever to gain 1,000 yards rush- 
ing (1,027), and catching 48 passes for another 487 yards. 
Add to that the rebirth of Tucker Frederickson as a runner, 
receiver and blocker, the success of ex-49er Clifton McNeil, 
who wound up with 50 receptions, placekicker Pete Gogolak’s 
107 points scored, rookie tight end Bob Tucker’s 40 receptions, 
and the outstanding defensive play of rookie middle linebacker 
Jim Files and second-year defensive end Fred Dryer. 

Before the December 6 game between St, Louis and Detroit, 
Cardinal linebacker Larry Stalling said, “We've talked too 
many times in the past about a title. If we lose to Detroit, 
we're in trouble, Last year they blew us out of the stadium, 
20-0.” Well, in 1970 the Lions blew the Cards right out of 
contention by beating St. Louis, 16-13. The Cardinals never 
won another game, The defense, which had shut out Houston, 
Boston and Dallas at midseason, gave up 78 points in the final 
three games. The Cards’ key man on offense was MacArthur 
Lane, who rushed for 977 yards, third best in the NFL, scored 
11 touchdowns and caught 32 passes for 356 more yards and 
another two TDs. With Charley Johnson traded to Houston 
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Jim Hart had the quarterbacking job all to himself. But Hart 
again was inconsistent, winding up with a 45.8 completion 
percentage and 18 interceptions. 

In 1969, the late Vince Lombardi had led Washington to its 
first winning season in 14 years. But under Bill Austin the 
team slipped back to a 6-8 record last year and fourth place 
in the East. When the Redskins shut out Cincinnati in October, 
it looked as if Washington might have a good year. But the 
defense was never that tight again. And Sonny Jurgensen, 
who ranked second among all NFL passers, and Larry Brown, 
the league’s best ground gainer with 1,125 yards, couldn’t do 
it by themselves. 

Norm Snead couldn’t do it by himself, either, as the Eagles 
struggled through their season, winding up with only three 
victories. They didn't win their first game until November 8 
(24-17 over Miami), then upset the Giants, 23-20, on No- 
vember 23, and won their final game of the season against 
Pittsburgh, 30-20. Running back Leroy Keyes missed prac- 
tically the entire season with a torn Achilles’ tendon suffered 
while playing basketball in July, and without him the Eagles 
couldn’t get a consistent running game started. The defense, 
far better against the pass than the rush, was vulnerable to 
say the least. 

The Western Division title was decided on the final day of 
the season between Los Angeles and San Francisco. If the 
Rams defeated the Giants and the 49ers lost to Oakland, the 
Rams would have been the division winners. The two teams 
would have had identical records of 9-4—1, but the Rams, with 
the better record within the division, would have adyanced 
to the play-offs. 

However, the 49ers didn’t lose to Oakland. They walloped 
the Raiders, 38-7, to give San Francisco its very first cham- 
pionship. The 49ers’ moving force last year was John Brodie, 
who wound up the season as the league’s number one passer. 
In the Oakland game, four of the five touchdowns scored by 
San Francisco came on Brodie passes—and John wasn’t even 
at his best that day. Some other 49ers also stood out last sea- 
son. Fullback Ken Willard was the sixth best rusher in the 
NFC with 789 yards, and Gene Washington ranked third 
among NFC receivers with 53 receptions; his 1,100 yards on 
passes was the most in the league. Rookie cornerback Bruce 
Taylor, while doing a fine job in the defensive backfield, was 
the NFC’s top punt returner with a 12-yard average. But 
maybe the big difference was the placekicking of Bruce Gos- 
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sett, whom the Rams had traded to the 49ers for the ’70 sea- 
son. Gossett scored 102 points and the 49ers moved up from 
tenth place in scoring in 69 to first place last year. 

So the Rams had to settle for second place even after play- 
ing their best game as they finished the season against the 
Giants. A rash of injuries and the psychological effect of 
knowing that head coach George Allen was on his way out 
took its toll. Though winning their first three games of the 
season, the Rams were inconsistent the rest of the way. Wide 
receiver Jack Snow had 51 receptions, but Roman Gabriel 
wasn’t as sharp as he had been in ’69, completing only 51.8 
percent of his passes, But Gabriel played the entire season 
with torn cartilage in his right knee, which ultimately required 
surgery. 

The Atlanta Falcons, who finished third in the West with a 
4-8-2 record, had the chance to do better. Four times during 
the season they led in the fourth quarter only fo lose or tie 
at the end. Quarterback Bob Berry did a remarkable job, 
completing 58 percent of his passes, but lacked protection. He 
was dropped for losses 53 times, Tight end Jim Mitchell was 
their outstanding receiver with 44 receptions. The defense 
simply wasn’t up to par. It gave up 261 points, an average of 
18.6 a game, and the opposition was successful scoring 50 
percent of the time, against 36 percent for the Falcons. 

The New Orleans Saints, who wound up with a 2-11-1 
record Jast year (after winning five games in ’69), basked in 
the glow of the record 63-yard field goal kicked by Tom 
Dempsey. That three-pointer beat the Detroit Lions in the 
closing seconds of the November 8 game. The Saints’ running 
game was hit by a continuous series of injuries. During the 
season, 18 different players were employed in the backfield. 
Andy Livingston, who led the club in rushing in °69, was in- 
jured and appeared in only one game. Tony Baker gained 
only 337 yards last season as opposed to.642 the year before. 
Wide receiver Danny Abramowicz made another good show- 
ing, but wasn’t as outstanding as he had been in ’69, when he 
had a league-leading 73 receptions; he caught only 55 last 
year. 

The snowbound Central Division produced the biggest win- 
ner in the entire NFL, the Minnesota Vikings, who compiled 
a 12-2 record and became the first team to clinch a division 
title. Something was in the wind when Minnesota won its first 
game of the season, a rematch of the *70 Super Bowl against 
Kansas City. This time the Vikings beat the Chiefs, 27—10, 


292 THE OLD SEASON—REVIEW 


and did it without Joe Kapp, All season long Minnesota’s 
“Purple People Eater” defense was its strongest asset. For the 
second straight year the Vikings were number one in defense, 
permitting the fewest points (143). Only 14 TDs were scored 
against them, the fewest ever scored against a team in a 14- 
game season. The offense wasn’t on the same level, though. 
Quarterback Gary Cuozzo threw only seven touchdown passes 
and had a 49.8 completion percentage. Dave Osborn rushed 
for only 681 yards and Gene Washington and John Hender- 
son combined for 75 receptions. 

The Detroit Lions, who earned a post-season play-off berth 
as the second-place team with the best won-lost record (10-4), 
had a defense second only to Minnesota’s. The Lions’ season 
opened and closed in the same way, with shutouts against the 
Green Bay Packers, In the first game Green Bay lost, 40-0, 
It was the first time the Pack had been shut out since 1957. 
In the finale Detroit won, 20-0. But in their hand-to-hand 
warfare with the Vikings, the Lions lost twice, first 30-17, 
then 24—20, Tall Greg Landry replaced Bill Munson as quar- 
terback at midseason. Landry won five of his six starts and 
wound up with a completion percentage of 61. Mel Farr was 
the Lions’ leading ground gainer with 717 yards, and Altie 
Taylor was close behind with 666. 

Chicago and Green Bay tied for third place in the Central 
Division with 6-8 records. The most crushing blow for the 
Bears was Gale Sayers’ injury in the season’s fourth game— 
strained ligaments in the left knee requiring surgery. The 
team gained only 1,092 yards rushing, poorest total in the 
NFC. But on the plus side, Dick Gordon was the NFL’s 
premier pass catcher with 71 receptions and scored 13 TDs, 
tying the Cards’ MacArthur Lane for first place in that cate- 
gory. Quarterback Jack Concannon wound up the season with 
16 touchdown passes, seven in the last two weeks, when the 
Bears won back-to-back games, 35-17 over Green Bay, and 
24-3 over New Orleans. 

The Packers ranked 12th on offense. Bart Starr, in the twi- 
light of his career, wound up with a completion percentage 
of 54.9, but threw for only 1,645 yards and eight TDs. Half- 
back Donny Anderson, who had a combined yardage total of 
1,267 yards on 222 carries and 36 receptions, and Carroll 
Dale, 814 yards on 49 receptions, were the outstanding offen- 
sive players. The Packers are building a formidable young 
defensive line, however. 

Defense was the name of the game in the divisional play-off 
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between Dallas and Detroit. The final score was a basebally 
5-0, Cowboys. With a minute to go in the game and the 
Lions on the Dallas 29, Dallas’ Mel Renfro executed a game- 
ending interception. 

Out in San Francisco, the first and last championship game 
to be played in Kezar Stadium ended with a 17-14 49er 
victory over the Vikings. John Brodie had a great day, com- 
pleting 16 of 32 passes for 201 yards and almost ignoring the 
“Purple People Eaters.” The question at hand was whether 
Brodie could also neutralize the Dallas “Doomsday Defense” 
in the forthcoming NFC championship game. 


FINAL STANDINGS 


Points 
W. L. T. Pet. For Agst. 
Eastern Division 
Dallas 10 4 0 714 299 221 
N.Y. Giants 9 5 0 643 301 270 
St. Louis 8 5 1 615 325 228 
‘Washington 6 8 0 429 297 314 
Philadelphia 3 10 1 231 241 332 
Central Division 
Minnesota 12 2 0 857 335 143 
*Detroit 10 4 0 714 347 202 
Chicago 6 8 0 429 256 261 
Green Bay : 6 8 0 429 196 293 
Western Division 
San Francisco 10 3 1 .769 352 267 
Los Angeles 9 4 1 692 325 202 
Atlanta 4 8 2 333 206 261 
New Orleans 2 ll 1 154 172 347 


*Fourth qualifier for play-offs. 


CHAPTER 


28 
THE NFC CHAMPIONSHIP PLAY-OFF 


As a fitting tribute to their final season in ancient Kezar 
Stadium, the San Francisco 49ers brought a championship 
game to their hometown last January 3—the first time the 
team had reached the finals in its 25-year history. The 49ers 
got that far primarily on the passing arm and savvy of John 
Brodie, the premier quarterback in the National Football 
League in 1970. The only problem was that their opponents 
in the NFC play-off, the Dallas Cowboys, had too much de- 
fense even for the 49ers’ potent passing game. As it turned 
out, the Cowboys didn’t quite eliminate Brodie’s passing attack 
—he completed 19 of 40 passes for 246 yards—but both Cow- 
boy touchdowns were set up by interceptions. The Dallas 
defense also dropped the 35-year-old Brodie for losses three 
times, compared to his regular season total of eight sackings— 
a league record. 

Of course, the Cowboys had their problems, too. Their 
quarterback, Craig Morton, had to play with a sore arm. And 
they were trying to live down the reputation and frustration 
of losing important games. In the previous four seasons the 
Cowboys éach year had blown the league championship and 
the chance to play in the Super Bowl. Would they choke 
again? 

The Cowboys brought several plusses into the conference 
championship game: their Doomsday Defense, a superior run- 
ning offense and coach Tom Landry, using all of his vast ex- 
perience and knowledge to call the plays from the sideline, 

The first half ended with the score tied, 3-3, as both defenses 
dominated. The 49ers scored first on a 16-yard field goal by 
Bruce Gossett. Brodie had set it up with a 49-yard pass to 
wide receiver Gene Washington. 
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The Cowboys came back in the second quarter. Mike Clark 
kicked a 21-yard field goal after Dallas drove 66 yards down- 
field, primarily on sweeps by the superb 220-pound rookie 
running back, Duane Thomas. Thomas wound up gaining 143 
yards on 27 carries as the Cowboys’ ground attack kept them 
in the game. (Craig Morton completed only seven of 22 
passes for 90 yards.) 

The action really loosened up in the third quarter with Lee 
Roy Jordan’s game-breaking interception of a pass Brodie 
intended for fullback Ken Willard. After the game Brodie ex- 
plained, “I was trying to dump the ball. Their guy made a 
helluva play.” On the other hand, Jordan gave Brodie an out. 
The Dallas middle linebacker thought that the Cowboys’ on- 
rushing defensive end, Larry Cole, had blocked Brodie’s view. 
Jordan returned the interception four yards to the 49er 13. 
From there the Cowboys made it look easy. Thomas swung 
out to his right, then cut back sharply against the grain and 
ran for the TD which made the score 10-3. The play really 
wasn’t supposed to break that way. Thomas misread the block- 
ing and started to go wide. “I remembered just in time to go 
inside tackle and the hole was still there,” he said. 

Dallas scored again on a touchdown set up by Mel Renfro’s 
interception of a pass intended for Washington. Renfro re- 
turned it 19 yards to the Dallas 38. Morton and Thomas 
collaborated on moving the ball downfield. The Cowboys set 
two receivers on one side, unbalancing the San Francisco 
defense, and Thomas was more or less free to gain yardage to 
the weak side. The 49ers did their bit with a pass-interference 
penalty called on Mel Phillips. That set Dallas up on the San 
Francisco five-yard line. Morton then completed a five-yard 
pass to fullback Walt Garrison to make the score 17-3. 

The 49ers didn’t give up. Methodically they began a 73- 
yard drive which culminated in a 26-yard touchdown pass 
from Brodie to end Dick Witcher. However, that was the 
only memorable drive the 49ers could mount against the 
Cowboys’ unruffled defense. The 49ers got another chance, 
but as Brodie let go with a 29-yard pass to Bob Windsor, the 
gun sounded, Final score: Dallas 17, San Francisco 10. 

The Cowboys, though they had finally made it to the altar, 
didn’t stage any celebrations. They had been burned before. 
As far as they were concerned, the champagne could stay on 
ice for a couple of weeks more. They still had one big one 
to go. The Super Bowl. 


CHAPTER 


29 
IT HAPPENED IN THE AFC 


Last September 20, a little-known rookie with long hair 
and an indecently clean uniform trotted onto the field and 
kicked a 28-yard field goal to give the Baltimore Colts the de- 
ciding points as they beat San Diego, 16—14, for their first 
victory of the 1970 season, The rookie was Jim O’Brien, and 
the winning kick was made with only 56 seconds left in the 
game. Just four months later, the Colts ended the season in 
almost exactly the same way. O’Brien’s 32-yard field goal, 
with only five seconds left to play, beat the Dallas Cowboys 
in the Super Bowl, 16-13. Everything changes but nothing 
changes. ... 

Between those two kicks, a lot of football was played in 
the American Conference—some good, some bad, some dra- 
matic, some boring, By season’s end, though, two expansion 
teams found themselves in the enviable position of competing 
in the divisional play-offs. The Cincinnati Bengals, with an 
8-6 record, wound up as the Central Division champions 
when the Cleveland Browns fell apart, and the Miami Dol- 
phins earned a shot at the Conference title by finishing as 
the best second-place club with a 10-4 mark (a better record, 
incidentally, than either Cincinnati or the Western Division 
champion Oakland Raiders who finished with only eight 
victories). 

It was said that the Colts won their division title by play- 
ing an easy schedule. But even if that’s true, they played some 
pretty good football, too. Colt quarterback Johnny Unitas, 
who ripped his Achilles’ tendon last spring, may never again 
be what he once was. But it was fitting that Johnny U. got 
the Super Bowl victory the Jets had denied him two years 
before. Last season Unitas had many memorable games. In 
October, against the Oilers, with 46 seconds left in the game, 
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he wound up an 80-yard drive with a 31-yard fiy pattern pass 
to Roy Jefferson to come from behind and beat Houston, 
24-20. Against the Bears on November 29, he brought the 
Colts back from a 17-0 deficit to a 21-20 victory. Of course, 
Jim Duncan, the league’s leading kickoff returner, and the 
Colts’ superior defense, keyed by defensive end Bubba Smith 
and middle linebacker Mike Curtis, were adept at giving 
Unitas the ball in good field position, enabling him to connect 
with Ed Hinton and Roy Jefferson for a combined total of 91 
receptions. The Baltimore running game suffered with Tom 
Matte out for most of the season with a knee injury, but 
bulky rookie Norm Bulaich of TCU stayed in one piece and 
ran well. 

The Dolphins provided a lot of excitement in their first sea~ 
son under head coach Don Shula, Fortunately for Shula, the 
Dolphins had been developing into a formidable club since 
their formation in 1966. Quarterback Bob Griese began so 
badly he was booed by Miami fans, But Griese hung in, com- 
pleting 58 percent of his passes for 2,019 yards. Miami's new 
deep reciver, All-Pro Paul Warfield, who earned his reputa- 
tion with Cleveland, caught only 28 passes, but made the most 
of them, winding up with an average gain of 25,1 yards, Run- 
ning backs Jim Kiick (658 yards rushing) and Larry Csonka 
(874 yards, second in the AFC), combined to propel Miami 
toward the Conference ground-gaining title. The Dolphins 
lost some games they shouldn*t have—to Boston and Phila- 
delphia—but won some they weren’t expected to win—beating 
Oakland, the Jets twice (once before Joe Namath was in- 
jured), and splitting two games with Baltimore. Defensively, 
the Dolphins held their own, something they had not done 
before; they stymied Namath and the Jets in October, giving 
New York only six points. 

Of course, the Jets were a hard luck team last year. In re- 
viewing the season, they called 1970 “the year of the Blue 
Cross,” an accurate description considering the serious in- 
juries that plagued them. Practically all their stars—Gerry 
Philbin, Don Maynard, Matt Snell, George Sauer, Joe Namath 
and Emerson Boozer—were out of the lineup for long stretches. 
“One time I looked up and we had only four of our offensive 
regulars in the game,” said Coach Weeb Ewbank. Namath’s 
injury, a broken wrist, was considered the biggest blow when 
it occurred in the Baltimore game on October 18. And it was. 
But backup quarterback Al Woodall, with little game experi- 
ence behind him, came in and did an adequate job for the 
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remainder of the season. Still, the Jets finished with the worst 
won-lost mark in the club’s 11-year history (4-10). It would 
have been a lot worse if not for the team’s outstanding de- 
fense—best in the AFC. The injuries did provide a chance 
for the team to size up some younger players: Woodall, run- 
ning back George Nock, defensive lineman Mark Lomas, and 
offensive tackle Dave Foley. It also gave the Jets a high draft 
pick, which they used to choose Kansas running back John 
Riggins. 

The Bills can also look to the future. Rookie quarterback 
Dennis Shaw and his favorite target, Marlin Briscoe, were 
standouts in an otherwise drab season for Buffalo. Shaw com- 
pleted 55.5 percent of his passes for 2,507 yards. Briscoe was 
the AFC’s top receiver with 57 catches for 1,036 yards. The 
crushing blow for the Bills was, of course, the knee injury 
suffered by O. J. Simpson. Even so, O.J. still wound up as 
the team rushing leader with 488 yards—and missed under- 
going knee surgery, The Bills managed to beat the Jets twice 
and tied the Colts, They drafted well and seem to be on the 
rise again. 

The Patriots compiled the poorest won-lost record in the 
league last season—only two victories against 12 losses. They 
won their first game of the season against Miami, and the 
other win came against Buffalo in November. Consistent with 
their record, Boston finished last in total offense in the AFC 
and 12th in total defense. Whatever boost they expected from 
the addition of Joe Kapp at quarterback never came. Kapp 
needs help to win. 

Out in the West, the Raiders got more than they bargained 
for out of 21-year-veteran George Blanda, Blanda combined 
his placekicking and quarterbacking skills to save the season 
for the Raiders, who actually won only one more game than 
the runnerup Chiefs. On five separate occasions, Blanda pro- 
vided Oakland with a miracle finish, resulting in four come- 
from-behind victories and one tie. Daryle Lamonica was good 
enough to be the AFC’s number one quarterback, though La- 
monica was not as good as he had been in *69. Daryle had 
another poor game in the play-offs. Complementing the 
Raiders’ double threat at quarterback were three standout 
receivers, Fred Biletnikoff, Ray Chester and Warren Wells; 
they combined to score 25 TDs. And balancing the air game 
was the rushing of Hewritt Dixon and Charlie Smith, who 
gained 1,542 yards between them. Put it all together and you 
get the AFC’s number one total offense. Defensively, though, 
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the Raiders weren't on the same level. Only once, against K.C. 
in December, did they hold their opponent under ten points. 
And, considering the Chiefs’ offense, that didn’t take much 
doing. 

The Chiefs scored only 26 touchdowns in 1970 and thus 
became the only team to score fewer than 30 TDs yet post a 
winning record (7—5—2). The responsibility for that fluke rests 
with the Kansas City defense, which ranked second in the 
Conference. The Chiefs’ basic problem was that they couldn’t 
move the ball. Len Dawson threw for only 1,876 yards and 
13 TDs and Otis Taylor wound up with only 34 receptions. 
Their best all-around player had to be Ed Podolak who was 
the team’s rushing leader with 749 yards, caught 26 passes 
for 307 yards, and was the league’s top punt returner with 
a 13.5 average. 

The season ended optimistically for the San Diego Chargers 
when they beat Kansas City, 31-13. But through the 13 other 
games the Chargers struggled to stay alive. John Hadl, fre- 
quently under fire in San Diego, had a fine year at quarter- 
back, throwing for 2,388 yards and 22 touchdowns. And wide 
receiver Gary Garrison had an improved season with 44 
catches and a league-high average gain of 22.9 yards (on the 
basis of 35 or more receptions). But Lance Alworth had an 
off year, with only 35 receptions for 608 yards, and injuries 
unsettled the backfield all season; the Chargers gained only 
1,450 yards on the ground. 

The Denver Broncos started the season winning four of 
their first five games, But from then on it was strictly down- 
hill as the Broncos managed only one more victory and one 
tie. Their biggest day came when they demolished the Chiefs, 
26-13, and held Len Dawson to only 33 net yards passing. 
For the first time in his career running back Floyd Little 
played in all 14 regular-season games, the last two with a 
hairline fracture of a small bone in his back. Little won the 
AFC rushing title with 901 yards. However, none of the 
Broncos’ three quarterbacks, Pete Liske, Steve Tensi and Al 
Pastrana, could complete even 50 percent of their passes, and 
they each threw more interceptions than TD passes. But op- 
posing quarterbacks didn’t fare too well against Denver either. 
They were sacked 50 times by the migged Denver rush line, 
spearheaded by defensive end Rich Jackson, 

There was a lot to look forward to in the Central Division 
last year. The new NFL alignment had created a new rivalry 
—Cincinnati and Cleveland would be vying for the Ohio 
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championship and the Paul Brown championship—a battle 
between the master’s former team, the Browns, and his young 
Bengals. And all looked forward with great expectation to the 
performance of the Pittsburgh Steelers and their highly ac- 
claimed rookie quarterback, Terry Bradshaw. And a new 
quarterback in Houston, ex-Cardinal Charley Johnson, was 
also expected to shake things up. 

The Bengals weren’t expected to make too many wayes, 
especially since their quarterback, Greg Cook, would be out 
for the season, not fully recovered from intricate surgery 
on his throwing shoulder. But Paul Brown, itching to be a 
big-time winner again, was successful only three years after 
the birth of the Bengals. And if Brown was the guiding force, 
lightly-regarded quarterback Virgil Carter was the hero in 
getting the Bengals eight victories and a division title. Carter 
took over in the fourth game of the season, lost a few, but 
ultimately led the team to seven straight victories. Jess Phillips 
made the Bengal ground game go with 648 yards on 163 car- 
ries, and Dave Lewis was the NFL’s leading punter with a 
46.2 average. (The Giants, who desperately need punting, once 
cut Lewis. They said he kicked “too low.”) 

Cleveland finished in second place with a 7—7 record, Wide 
receiver Gary Collins had a frustrating year. He suffered a 
broken rib around midseason and missed the final game against 
Denver because of pleurisy. Collins wound up with only 26 
receptions. But halfback Bo Scott and tight end Milt Morin 
caught a total of 77 passes from bad-kneed Bill Nelsen and 
rookie quarterback Mike Phipps, both helped a lot by a solid 
offensive line. All-Pro running back Leroy Kelly, hampered 
by a bad ankle, was held to 656 yards, normally about a half- 
season’s productivity for Kelly. But most of the problems lay 
with the Browns’ defense, particularly their inability to stop 
the running game. 

At the beginning of December the Pittsburgh Steelers were 
in a three-way tie for first place in the Central Division with 
a 5-6 record, Alas, they lost their final three games of the sea- 
son. Even so, it is amazing that they finished as well as they 
did with so many rookies in the starting lineup. Terry Brad- 
shaw disappointed everyone, including himself (11 percent 
of his passes were intercepted), and he wound up sharing 
duty with Terry Hanratty. Neither young quarterback com- 
pleted more than 40 percent of his passes. The ground game 
was slightly better with John Fuqua leading the conference 
with an average gain of five yards. 
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The Houston Oilers had quarterbacking problems, too, 
Charley Johnson broke his left collarbone in the fifth game 
and was thought to be lost for the season. Incredibly, he was 
ready to play again in two weeks and, on his return, com- 
pleted 14 of 23 passes for 240 yards and three TDs against 
Denver, But in December Johnson suffered a knee injury and 
missed the final two games after all. Fullback Hoyle Granger, 
the Oilers’ best runner was knocked out by injury, too, as was 
tough halfback Woody Campbell. The rushing game was 
saved from disaster by rookie Joe Dawkins, who wound up 
as the team’s Ieading ground gainer with 517 yards. The de- 
fense suffered a total collapse, ranking 13th and last in the 
conference. 

It was the big guys against the little guys in the divyi- 
sional play-offs—Baltimore vs. Cincinnati, Oakland ys. Miami. 
Matched against the Raiders, it would have been a miracle 
if the Dolphins came out on top, especially since the Blanda- 
inspired Raiders had established themselves as the miracle 
team. The Dolphins got off to an early lead on a 16-yard 
touchdown pass from Griese to Warfield. But the Raiders 
struck back with a 22-yard TD pass from Lamonica (who 
played the entire game) to Biletnikoff, Oakland scored again 
in the third quarter when Willie Brown intercepted a Griese 
pass and ran 50 yards for the touchdown, In the fourth quar-~ 
ter, Oakland’s Ron Sherman caught an 82-yard touchdown 
pass from Lamonica. Down 21-7, the spunky Dolphins still 
fought back with another touchdown on a seven-yard: pass 
from Griese to Willie Richardson. Final score: 21-14, 
Oakland. 

The Colts had an easier time of it, squelching the Bengals’ 
running game (Cincinnati gained only 63 yards rushing) and 
coming up with their own surprisingly good ground game as 
rookie Norm Bulaich finished the day with 116 yards on 25 
carries. Unitas had a typically good day, striking on two third- 
down situations for long touchdowns. The first was a 45-yarder 
to Roy Jefferson, the second went 53 yards to Ed Hinton. 
Jim O’Brien kicked a 44-yard field goal to complete the 
scoring. The Bengals, who were hoping to get an early lead 
and force the Colts into mistakes, had no chance. They were 
held scoreless. 

So the big guys beat the little guys. But in the next round, 
the Colts and Raiders would be picking on teams their own 
size. 
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FINAL STANDINGS 


Points 
W. L. T. Pct. For 

Eastern Division 
Baltimore 11 2 1 846 321 234 
*Miami 10 4 0 714 297 228 
N.Y. Jets 4 10 0 .286 255 286 
Buffalo 3 10 1 231 204 337 
Boston 2 12 0 143 149 361 

Central Division 
Cincinnati 8 6 0 571 312 255 
Cleveland 7 7 0 500 286 265 
Pittsburgh 5 9 0 357 210 272 
Houston s 10 1 .231 217 352 

Western Division 
Oakland 8 4 2 667 300 293 
Kansas City 7 5 2 583 272 244 
San Diego 5 6 3 455 282 278 
Denver 5 8 1 357 253 264 


*Fourth qualifier for play-offs. 
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30 
THE AFC CHAMPIONSHIP PLAY-OFF 


In the end, youth won out. Football’s geriatric wonder, 43- 
year-old George Blanda, did his best to pull an Oakland 
Raider championship out of his bag of tricks last January 3, 
but the old man must have lost his magic wand somewhere 
along the way. 

Instead, the day belonged to Johnny Unitas, who at 37, and 
with 15 years as a professional football player behind him, 
can be considered young when compared to Blanda, a 21-year 
pro. Unitas unfalteringly led the Colts to a decisive 27-17 
victory. Even when Blanda cut Baltimore’s lead to three points 
with 13 minutes left to play, giving every indication that he 
might do again what he had done four times during the season 
—win dramatically in the final moments—Unitas simply re- 
charged his batteries and crushed the Raiders’ hopes with a 
third-down touchdown pass to Ray Perkins. 

The Colts scored in each period, Jim O’Brien, Baltimore’s 
rookie placekicker, opened the scoring with a 16-yard field 
goal. Rookie fullback Norm Bulaich followed with a touch- 
down from the two-yard line. The score was set up by an 
Oakland fumble. George Atkinson, ready to return a punt, 
dropped the ball and the Colts’ reserve halfback, Sam Havrilak, 
recovered on the Oakland 45. It took Unitas only one pass to 
Ed Hinton to reach the Oakland two. Then Bulaich smashed 
over. 

The Raiders, with gambling quarterback Daryle Lamonica 
facing the Colts’ suffocating defense, hadn’t been able to get 
their game on the move. (Lamonica managed only one com- 
pletion in four attempts for a total of six yards before being 
replaced by old man Blanda.) But Oakland did get into field- 
goal range in the second quarter and Blanda made his first 
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appearance of the day, kicking a 48-yarder to make the score 
10-3. 


Early in the second period, on a third-and-10 play, the 
Colts’ mammoth end Bubba Smith burst through and knocked 
Lamonica down hard for a 14-yard loss. Not only did the 
Raiders have to punt, but Lamonica had pulled a groin muscle 
and left the game for good. It brought back strong memories 
of the last AFL Championship Game, which the Raiders lost 
to Kansas City; Lamonica had to leave that game with a hand 
injury. 
Enter Blanda, and visions of last-minute heroics. Those 
visions became even clearer as the old man opened the third 
period with a 38-yard touchdown pass to Fred Biletnikoff, 
whose path to the goal line was eased when Colt defender 
Charlie Stukes fell down. The score; 10-10. Blanda had made 
the penetration of the Colts’ sophisticated zone defense look 
easy. 

But the Colts weren't psyched. They came right back with 
a 23-yard field goal to move ahead, 13-10. Then they main- 
tained control. A 65-yard sideline pass from Unitas to Hinton 
set up another touchdown. Bulaich scored on an explosive 
11-yard run. Unitas faded back, faked a pass, then handed off 
to Bulaich on the Statue of Liberty play. Bulaich, who was to 
gain 77 yards on 22 carries for the day, rumbled over behind 
the superb blocking of running back Tom Nowatzke, who 
eliminated the Raiders’ redoubtable defensive end Ben David- 
son and linebacker Gus Otto. 

The 20-10 score didn’t stay that way very long. Blanda 
found wide receiver Warren Wells for a 15-yard touchdown 
paSs, once again narrowing Baltimore’s lead to only three 
points, 20-17, But that’s when Blanda lost his magic. He was 
intercepted twice, first by defensive back Rick Volk at the 
five-yard line, and then by linebacker Ray May at the 10. 

Meanwhile, Unitas wasn’t taking any chances, and what 
developed was the most memorable play of the game. “We 
call it a 66 double bow-out,” Baltimore coach Don McCafferty 
explained later. “We've had it around here for years.” 

It was third-and-11 on the Colts’ 32. Baltimore inserted four 
wide receivers—Perkins, Jimmy Orr, Roy Jefferson and Hin- 
ton. The Raiders sent in a fifth defensive back, Nemiah Wilson. 
Orr was the primary receiver. He went deep for the expected 
long pass, drawing coverage from strong safety George Atkin- 
son, who really should have been on Perkins. That left Perk- 
ins free to simply run a pattern around Nemiah Wilson. Unitas 
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connected with Perkins for a 62-yard touchdown pass to make 
the score 27—-17—plenty of insurance for a clear Colt victory. 

Whatever magic Blanda and the Raiders had claimed for 
themselves during the season seemed to have rubbed off on 
the Colts. Everything was falling into place for them. They 
had earned another trip to Florida—and a chance to wipe out 
the memory of their Super Bowl loss to the Jets in ’69. It 
certainly looked as if Unitas, who watched most of that game 
from the bench while Earl Morrall played, would get the job 
done this time. Morrall? Who’s he? 


CHAPTER 


31 
THE SUPER BOWL 


It didn’t seem to matter to the 80,055 spectators at Miami's 
Orange Bowl last January—or to the millions of fans gathered 
around television sets in living rooms, bars, etc.—that the 
Super Bowl game they were about to watch was no longer a 
battle for supremacy between the “upstart” American Foot- 
ball League and the “established” National Football League. 
With the consummation of the merger of the two leagues last 
season, the eagerly anticipated game, though named Super 
Bowl V, was no more than the NFL Championship Game. 
And, as if to bury the AFL once and for all, the opposing 
teams in the 1970 finale, Dallas and Baltimore, both used to 
be member teams of the old NFL. 

The Baltimore Colts, who had made an appearance in the 
Super Bowl just two years before, representing the NFL, now 
represented the American Conference. Their opponent: the 
Dallas Cowboys of the National Conference, who during the 
last few years had earned the reputation of never being able to 
win the really big ones, and who earlier in the year had seemed 
out of the race after absorbing a merciless 38—0 beating by 
the St. Louis Cardinals on national TV. 

The game was expected to be a contest between the Colts’ 
legendary quarterback, Johnny Unitas, and the Cowboys’ 
brainy coach, Tom Landry, who would be sending the plays 
in to his erratic (and injured) quarterback, Craig Morton. But 
behind those personalities, both teams were best recognized as 
defensive fortresses. Dallas’ Doomsday Defense had given up 
only one touchdown in the last six games of the season. The 
Colts’ zone defense would be tough to penetrate. The experts 
predicted a low-scoring game. 

On Super Sunday, The New York Times, along with its pre- 
game story, ran a picture of Baltimore placekicker Jim 
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O'Brien. Was it a premonifion? Or maybe the Times’ staff had 
talked to Joe Namath, who on the pre-game television show 
predicted a Colt win by the margin of a field goal. A few 
hours later Joe had established himself as the number one 
soothsayer in the business when O’Brien, with five seconds left 
in the game, kicked a 32-yard field goal to win it for the Colts, 
16-13, and avoid sudden-death overtime. 

But not even Namath could have predicted the mistake- 
filled and controversial game that will go down in history as 
Super Bowl V. The writers covering it had a field day with their 
post-game coverage, calling the affair anything from the 
“Blunder Bowl,” to “Deflection Bowl,” to the “worst football 
game ever played for any professional title.” In all, there were 
11 turnovers—seven by the Colts and four by the Cowboys. 
Maybe the football purists were appalled by what they saw, 
but for most of those watching, the game was exciting and 
entertaining. No matter which team you rooted for, you 
wound up emotionally exhausted. And with emotions as high 
as they were for the players—Baltimore wanted retribution 
for their loss to the Jets in the °69 Super Bowl, and the Cow- 
boys still had to win the “really big one”—and with the ag- 
gressive defenses both teams could rely on, most of the fumbles 
and interceptions can be understood. 

The game, played under ideal weather conditions, got off 
to an unspectacular start. But in the first quarter the tone was 
set when a Unitas pass was picked off by Dallas linebacker 
Chuck Howley (who was later to tie the Super Bowl record 
by adding a second interception in the second half). Howley 
returned the ball to the Baltimore 42 where Unitas managed 
to stop him. The ping-pong tournament was under way. 

The Colts braced and shoved the Cowboys back to their 
own 31. Dallas punted. But all was not lost for the Cowboys. 
Baltimore safety Ron Gardin reached for the ball and started 
darting upfield, all in one nice motion. The only problem was 
that Gardin left the ball behind on his own nine-yard line— 
and Dallas recovered. A Dallas score was inevitable. Or was 
it? Morton overthrew end Reggie Rucker in the end zone on 
third down and the Cowboys had to settle for a 3-0 score on 
Mike Clark’s field goal from the 14-yard line. 

A little later, the Cowboys had another chance. Surprisingly, 
Morton beat the Colts’ zone when he completed a long side- 
line pass to wide receiver Bob Hayes. Hayes ran it down to 
the Baltimore 12, The Colts cooperated by moving the ball 
even closer to the goal line with a roughing-the-passer penalty. 
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But Morton played his part, too, by throwing a pass to an 
ineligible receiver, guard Blaine Nye. That moved the Cow- 
boys back 15 yards. They finally settled for another field goal 
—a 30-yarder—to make the score 6-0. 

If a playwright had written the script for this game, he 
might have considered this the moment for a dramatic, con- 
troversial play. At any rate, one took place. On third down 
Unitas threw a pass toward wide receiver Eddie Hinton. The 
ball sailed over Hinton’s head, just enough so he could touch it 
with his fingertips and accidentally deflect it toward Cowboy 
defensive back Mel Renfro. Renfro, joining in the volleyball 
game, reached for the ball, stretching desperately, but only 
deflected it once more to Colt tight end John Mackey. Mackey 
ran 45 yards to complete a weird 75-yard touchdown play (a 
Super Bowl record). If Renfro hadn’t touched the ball (he 
claimed he didn’t), the TD wouldn't have been legal since a 
pass cannot legally be deflected from one offensive player to 
another without touching a defensive player in between. (The 
officials, who must be commended for their heads-up call, 
were later proved right by the game films.) Though stunned 
by the freak play, the Cowboys blocked O'Brien's point-after 
kick to keep the score even at six-all. 

The next turnoyer led to the next score. Unitas, unable to 
find an open receiver, ran with the ball and fumbled. Dallas 
recovered on the Colts’ 28. One of Dallas’ most effective series 
of the game followed as Morton connected on short passes to 
his set backs, first to Dan Reeves, and then to Duane Thomas, 
who took it all the way for the touchdown. Clark kicked the 
extra point to make the score 13-6. 

On the next series of plays, Unitas, in the act of passing, 
was crushed by Dallas end George Andrie. (Johnny U. suf- 
fered a hairline fracture of his rib cage and missed the rest 
of the game.) The ball, meanwhile, found its way into 
Renfro’s hands for yet another interception. The Cowboys 
had the edge, but failed to capitalize on their good fortune. 

With Unitas out with his injury, enter Earl Morrall, the 
Colts’ Cinderella quarterback in ’68. For a while, at least, 
Morrall was Cinderella again. He connected on two passes 
to move the Colts to the Dallas two-yard line. But somewhere 
the clock must have struck midnight, because Baltimore failed 
to score. Morrall cannot be fully blamed for that failure, how- 
ever. After Norm Bulaich had slammed into the line three 
times without moving the ball an-inch, the Colts’ rookie coach, 
Don McCafferty, decided to try for the TD on fourth down 
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instead of settling for an almost certain field goal. Morrall 
threw a pass to tight end Tom Mitchell, but it fell incomplete. 
“If we had lost, it would have been the worst call I made this 
year,” McCafferty later explained. “If it had worked, I would 
have been a hero.” The Colts won, but it was still the worst 
call McCafferty made all year. The halftime score remained 
13-6, Dallas. 

One would have expected that the halftime break would 
give both teams a chance to collect themselves and come back 
to play a “clean” second half. But the entertainment continued 
after the intermission. 

On the kickoff the AFC’s top kickoff return man, Balti- 
more’s Jim Duncan, fumbled—Dallas recovered at the Colts’ 
31. After five running plays the Cowboys sat on the Colts’ 
two-yard line. Morton handed off to Thomas, but the fine 
rookie running back fumbled and—what else?—the Colts te- 
covered. Baltimore managed to get into field goal range, but 
O’Brien’s kick fell short. Instead of fielding the ball and run- 
ning it back, Dallas’ Renfro let it bounce, thinking it would 
roll into the end zone for a touchback. It didn’t—and the 
Cowboys were stuck on their own six-inch line and couldn’t 
move out of their own territory. They punted, but on the 
next series of plays Morrall joined in the fun by feeding 
Howley with his second interception. 

Later, with nine minutes to go in the game, Hinton, after 
catching a deep pass down the middle, had the ball knocked 
out of his hands. The ball went over the goal line and out of 
the end zone. The Cowboys were awarded a touchback which 
gave them the ball on their 20. Morton then tried to complete 
a pass to fullback Walt Garrison, But Colt defensive back 
Duncan intervened, tipping the ball toward safety Rick Volk, 
who caught it and carried it to the Dallas three. Reserve full- 
back Tom Nowatzke plunged over for the TD, and with the 
point-after kick the score was tied, 13-13. Thoughts of a 
sudden-death period seemed logical. 

But even that was not to be. With two minutes to go, the 
Cowboys had possession on the Colts’ 48 and seemed certain 
to move into field goal range. Instead they were thrown back 
to their own 27 on a holding penalty and loss of yardage when 
Morton was dumped trying to pass—which brought up a sure 
passing situation. Morton threw a “beauty” which went right 
through Reeves’ leaping grasp to be intercepted by Colt line- 
backer Mike Curtis. Unbelievably, there were the Colts on 
the Cowboys’ 28-yard line—beautiful field goal position. 
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Dallas dug in and Bulaich could gain only three more yards 
on two rushing attempts. As calm as anyone could be under 
the awesome pressure, O’Brien, the long-haired rookie place 
kicker, marched onto the field and kicked the ball 32 yards 
for the winning score as Cowboy tackle Bob Lilly threw his 
helmet almost as far in frustrated anger. 

Later, Landry said the turning point of the game was 
Duane Thomas’ fumble at the goal line. McCafferty called it 
Rick Volk’s interception. It was all a matter of point of view. 
Even when Sport Magazine named Chuck Howley of the 
losing Cowboys the game’s MVP, there were diverse points of 
view. But there was no doubt that the defenses had had the 
upper hand. The offenses had made the mistakes and had not 
been up to championship level. Dallas’ Thomas gained only 
37 yards on 18 carries; Baltimore’s Bulaich, 28 yards on 18. 
Unitas had completed three of nine passes for 88 yards, with 
two interceptions; Morrall completed seven of 15 for 147 
yards with one interception; and Morton 12 of 26 for 127 
yards, with three interceptions. 

What it all really came down to, though, was that it was 
all a matter of luck. The team that made the last mistake lost 
the game. 


PART SEVEN 


DEPARTMENT OF RECORDS—NFC 


(NFL Prior to 1970) 


The Player of the Year in the National Football League 
last year was John Brodie, who finally gained enough support 
from the 49ers to win a passing title—not only as the best 
passer in the National Conference, but the best in the entire 
league. Brodie wasn’t the only NFC statistical leader to top 
the whole league. Washington halfback Larry Brown, who 
won the rushing title, Chicago wide receiver Dick Gordon, the 
conference pass reception leader, and Viking placekicker Fred 
Cox, who won his second consecutive scoring title, were each 
NFL leaders. 

In winning his passing title, Brodie led the 49ers to the first 
championship in their 25-year history. The 35-year-old quar- 
terback took first place among passers in the second week of 
the season. He led in two of the four decisive areas—most 
TD passes (24) and lowest interception percentage (2.6). 
Brodie had only 10 passes intercepted while completing 223 
passes for 2,941 yards, both league highs. In percentage of 
completions, Brodie wound up second (59) to Washington’s 
Sonny Jurgensen (59.9), the runnerup for Brodie’s over-all 
passing crown. Dallas’ Craig Morton (yes!) had an average 
gain of 8.79 to lead in that category. And Morton tied with 
Green Bay’s Don Horn for the longest completion in the 
league in 1970—both threw passes which resulted in 89-yard 
touchdown plays. 

Larry Brown moved into the number one spot among NFC 
rushers in the sixth week of the season. He wound up as one 
of only two runners in the entire NFL to gain more than 1,000 
yards; Brown gained 1,125 and the Giants’ Ron Johnson 
rushed for 1,027. Rookie Duane Thomas of the Cowboys 
outdistanced everyone with a 5.3 average gain on 151 carries 
for 803 yards. The Cardinals’ MacArthur Lane scored the 
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most touchdowns rushing (11), and had the best one-game 
performance when he gained 146 yards on 28 carries against 
Washington. But it was a quarterback, Greg Landry of De- 
troit, who recorded the longest run of the season, a 76-yard 
gain against Green Bay. 

In winning his first pass-reception title, Dick Gordon out- 
distanced the second-ranked pass receiver in the conference, 
New Orleans’ Dan Abramowicz, by 16 completions. The third- 
place receiver, Gene Washington of San Francisco, led the 
NFL in yards gained with 1,100. Carroll Dale was on the re- 
ceiving end of Don Horn’s 89-yard pass and Bob Hayes ran 
away with Morton’s 89-yarder. The Cardinals’ John Gilliam 
had the best average gain per catch—21.2 yards on 45 
receptions. 

Cox’s 125 points came on 35 extra points and 30 of 46 
field goals. Cox set an NFL record by kicking field goals in 
the Vikings’ first 12 games of the season to extend his con- 
secutive-game field goal streak to 31. Dick Gordon tied Mac- 
Arthur Lane for most TDs scored. Gordon’s 13 TDs all came 
on pass receptions; Lane got 11 on the ground and two on 
passes. And Lane tied Bob Hayes for the most points scored 
in a single game—24. On October 18, against Philadelphia, 
Lane scored three touchdowns rushing and one on a pass, 
Hayes caught four touchdown passes against Houston on De- 
cember 20. New Orleans’ placekicker, Tom Dempsey, set a 
new field goal distance record with a 63-yarder that beat the 
Lions on November 8. 

Chicago’s Cecil Turner was the top kickoff return man in 
the NFC last season with an average return of 32.7 yards, 
He ran back four kickoffs for touchdowns, tying the single- 
Season record set by Travis Williams, then of Green Bay, in 
1967. Los Angeles’ Alvin Haymond gained the most yards on 
kickoff returns—1,022. Dick LeBeau of Detroit led the NFC 
with nine interceptions. Rookie Julian Fagan of the Saints 
was the leading punter with an average of 42.5 yards on 77 
punts. Another rookie, San Francisco’s Bruce Taylor, was 
the top punt returner with a 12-yard average. 

The 49ers led the NFC in total offense with a combined 
rushing and passing total of 4,503 yards and 352 points scored. 
Minnesota tied San Francisco in scoring touchdowns—each 
had 41. In passing, the 49ers led with 2,923 yards, but on 
the ground Dallas wound up on top, totaling 2,300 yards 
rushing. 

For the second consecutive year, Minnesota ranked first 
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in team defense, giving up only 2,803 yards and permitting 
the fewest points, 143, the second lowest ever yielded in a 
14-game season. (The Vikings set the record in 1969, when 
they gave up only 133 points.) But Minnesota established a 
new record for a 14-game schedule by giving up only 14 
TDs last season. In 1969 the team had tied the previous record 
of 16. The Lions, who finished second in team defense, tied 
Minnesota in total interceptions with 28. 
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TOP TEN INDIVIDUAL LEADERS OF 1970 


NFC 

Scoring 
Player Team ™D PAT. FG. Pts. 
Cox Minnesota 0 35 30 125 
Ray Los Angeles 0 34 29 121 
Gogolak New York 0 32 25 107 
Gossett San Francisco 0 39 21 102 
Mann Detroit 0 Al 20 101 
Bakken St. Louis 0 37 20 97 
Knight Washington 0 33 20 93 
Clark Dallas 0 35 18 89 
Percival Chicago 0 28 20 88 
ne St. Louis 13 0 0 78 

Rushing 
Player Team Atts. Yds. Avg. TD 
Brown Washington 237 1125 47 5 
R. Johnson New York 263 1027 3.9 8 
Lane St. Louis 206 977 47 il 
Anderson Green Bay 222 853 3.8 5 
Thomas Dallas 151 803 5.3 5 
Willard San Francisco 236 789 3.3 7 
Farr Detroit 166 717 43 9 
Osborn Minnesota 207 681 3.3 5 
Taylor Detroit 198 666 3.4 2 
Pinder Philadelphia 166 657 4.0 2 

Passing 
Player Team Atts. Comp. Pct. Yds. TD 
Brodie San Francisco 378 223 59.0 2941 24 
Jurgensen Washington 337 202 59.9 2354 23 
Tarkenton New York 389 219 56.3 2777 19 
Berry Atlanta 269 156 58.0 1806 16 
Morton Dallas 207 102 49.3 1819 15 
Gabriel Los Angeles 407 211 51.8 2552 16 
Snead Philadelphia 335 181 54.0 2323 15 
Munson Detroit 158 84 53.2 1049 10 
Concannon Chicago 385 194 50.4 2130 16 
Cuozzo Minnesota 257 128 49.8 1720 7 


DEPARTMENT OF RECORDS—NFC 315 
Pass Receiving 


Player Team No. Yds. ™ 
Gordon Chicago 71 1026 13 
Abramowicz New Orleans 55 $06 5 
Washington San Francisco 53 1100 12 
Snow Los Angeles 51 859 7 
McNeil New York 50 764 4 
Bouggess Philadelphia 50 401 2 
Dale Green Bay 49 814 2 
R. Johnson New York 48 487 4 
Ballman Philadelphia 47 601 3 
Gilliam St. Louis 45 953 5 
INDIVIDUAL LEADERS, YEARLY 
Scoring 

Year Player Team 1D PAT. FG. Pts. 
1970 Cox, Fred Vikings 0 35 30 125 
1969 Cox, Fred Vikings 0 43 26 121 
1968 Kelly, Leroy Browns 20 0 0 120 
1967 Bakken, Jim Cards 0 36 27 117 
1966 Gossett, Bruce LA 0 29 28 113 
1965 Sayers, Gale Bears 22 0 0 132 
1964 Moore, Lenny Balt 20 0 0 120 
1963 Chandler, Don NY 0 52 18 106 
1962 Taylor, Jim GB 19 0 0 114 
1961 Hornung, Paul GB 10 Al 15 146 
1960 Hornung, Paul GB 15 41 15 176 
1959 Hornung, Paul GB 7 31 7 94 
1958 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 18 0 0 108 
1957 Baker, Sam Wash 1 29 14 77 

Groza, Lou Cleve 0 32 15 77 
1956 Layne, Bobby Det = 33 12 99 
1955 Walker, Doak Det 7 27 9 96 
1954 Walston, Bobby Phil 11 36 4 114 
1953 Soltau, Gordie SF 6 48 10 114 
1952 Soltau, Gordie SF 7 34 6 94 
1951 Hirsch, Elroy LA 17 0 0 102 
1950 Walker, Doak Det il 38 8 128 
1949 Harder, Pat Cards 8 45 3 102 

Roberts, Gene NY 17 0 0 102 
1948 Harder, Pat Cards 6 53 7 110 
1947 Harder, Pat Cards 7 39 7 102 
1946 Fritsch, Ted GB 10 13 9 100 
1945 Van Buren, Steve Phil 18 2 0 110 
1944 Hutson, Don GB 9 31 0 85 
1943 Hutson, Don GB 12 36 3 117 
1942 Hutson, Don GB 17 33 1 138 
1941 Hutson, Don GB 12 20 0 95 
1940 Hutson, Don GB 7 15 0 57 
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Scoring (Cont.) 
Year Player Team 1D PAT. FG. Pis. 


1939 Farkas, Andy Wash ll 2 0 68 
1938 Hinkle, Clark GB 7 7 3 58 
1937 Manders, Jack Bears 5 15 8 69 
1936 Clark, Earl Det 7 19 4 73 
1935 Clark, Earl Det 6 16 1 55 
1934 Manders, Jack Bears 3 31 10 79 
1933 Strong, Ken NY 6 13 5 64 

Pressneil, Glenn Port 6 10 6 64 
1932 Clark, Earl Det 4 6 3 39 

Rushing 
Ave. G. 

Year Player Team YG Atts. per Att. 
1970 Brown, Larry Redskins 1125 237 47 
1969 Sayers, Gale Bears 1032 236 44 
1968 Kelly, Leroy Cleve 1239 248 5.0 
1967 _— Kelly, Leroy Cleve 1205 235 51 
1966 Sayers, Gale Bears 1231 229 54 
1965 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1544 289 5.3 
1964 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1446 280 5.2 
1963 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1863 291 6.4 
1962 Taylor, Jim GB 1474 272 5.4 
1961 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1408 305 46 
1960 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1257 215 5.8 
1959 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1329 290 46 
1958 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 1527 257 5.9 
1957 Brown, Jimmy Cleve 942 202 47 
1956 Casares, Rick Bears 1126 234 48 
1955 Ameche, Alan Balt 961 213 45 
1954 Perry, Joe SF 1049 173 6.1 
1953 Perry, Joe SF 1018 192 5.3 
1952 Towler, Dan LA 894 156 5.7 
1951 Price,Eddie NY 971 271 3.2 
1950 Motley, Marion Cleve 810 140 5.8 
1949 Van Buren, Steve Phil 1146 263 4.4 
1948 Van Buren, Steve Phil 845 201 47 
1947 Van Buren, Steve Phil 1008 217 46 
1946 Dudley, Bill Pitt 604 146 41 
1945 Van Buren, Steve Phil 832 143 58 
1944 Paschal, Bill NY 737 196 3.8 
1943 Paschal, Bill NY 572 147 3.9 
1942 Dudley, Bil Pitt 696 162 43 
1941 Manders, Clarence Brook 486 lil 44 
1940 White, Whizzer Det 514 146 3.5 
1939 Osmanski, Bill Bears 699 121 5.8 
1938 White, Whizzer Det 567 152 3.7 
1937 Battles, Cliff Wash 874 216 4.1 
1936 Leemnas, Tuffy NY 830 206 41 
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Player 


Russell, Doug 
Feathers, Beattie 
Battles, Cliff 
Campiglio, Bob 


Player 


Gordon, Dick 
Abramowicz, Dan 
McNeil, Clifton 
Taylor, Charley 
Taylor, Charley 
Parks, Dave 
Morris, Johnny 
Conrad, Bobby Joe 
Mitchell, Bobby 
Phillips, Jim 
Berry, Ray 
Berry, Ray 
Berry, Ray 
Retzlaff, Pete 
Wilson, Billy 
Wilson, Billy 
Pihos, Pete 
Pihos, Pete 
Wilson, Billy 
Pihos, Pete 
Speedie, Mac 
Hirsch, Elroy 
Fears, Tom 
Fears, Tom 
Fears, Tom 
Keane, Jim 
Benton, Jim 
Hutson, Don 
Hutson, Don 
Hutson, Don 
Hutson, Don 
Hutson, Don 
Looney, Don 
Hutson, Don 
Tinsley, Gaynell 
Hutson, Don 
Hutson, Don 
Goodwin, Tod 
Carter, Joe 
Kelley, John 
Johnsos, Luke 


Team YG 
Cards 499 
Bears 1004 
Bos 737 
Stapleton 504 
Pass Receiving 
Team Caught 
Chicago 71 
New Orleans 73 
SF 71 
Wash 70 
Wash 72 
SF 80 
Bears 93 
Stk 73 
Wash 72 
LA 78 
Balt 74 
Balt 66 
Balt 56 
Phil 56 
SF 52 
SF 60 
Phil 62 
Phil 60 
SF 60 
Phil 63 
Cleve 62 
LA_ 66 
LA 84 
LA 77 
LA 51 
Bears 64 
LA 63 
GB 47 
GB 58 
GB 47 
GB 74 
GB 58 
Phil 58 
GB 34 
Cards 41 
GB 41 
GB 34 
NY 26 
Phil 16 
Brook 21 
Bears 24 
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Passing 
YG Avg. 
Per. Pet. 
Year Player Team Att. Atts. Com. Com. YG TDS 
1970 Brodie, John SF 7.8 378 223 59.0 2941 24 
1969 Jurgensen,Sonny Wash 7.0 442 274 620 3102 22 
1968 Morrall, Earl Balt 91 317 182 574 2909 26 
1967 Jurgensen,Sonny Wash 74 508 288 56.7 3747 31 
1966 Starr, Bart GB 89 251 156 62.2 2257 14 
1965 Bukich, Rudy Bears 85 312 176 564 2641 20 
1964 Starr, Bart GB 78 272 163 59.9 2144 15 
1963 Tittle, Y. A, NY 8.6 367 221 60 3145 36 
1962 Starr, Bart GB 86 285 178 63 2438 12 
1961 Plum, Milt Cleve 8.0 302 177 459 2416 18 
1960 Plum, Milt Cleve 9.2 250 151 60 2297 21 
1959 Conerly, Charley NY 88 194 113 58 1706 14 
1958 LeBaron, Eddie Wash 94 145 79 «454 1365 il 
1957 O'Connell, Tom Cleve 121 110 63 57 1229 9 
1956 Brown, Ed Bears 9,9 168 96 57 1667 11 
1955 Graham, Otto Cleve 9.3 185 08," 53 1721 15 
1954 Van Brocklin, Norm LA 10.1 260 139 53 2637 13 
1953 Graham, Otto Cleve 10.5 258 167 65 2722 ~ Iii 
1952 Van Brocklin, Norm LA 85 205 113 55 1736 14 
1951 Waterfield, Bob LA 88 176 88 50 1556 13 
1950 Van Brocklin, Norm LA 88 233 127 55 2061 18 
1949 Baugh, Sammy Wash 75 255 145 57 1903 18 
1948 Thompson, Tommy Phil 8.0 246 141 57 1965 25 
1947 Baugh, Sammy Wash 84 354 210 59 2938 25 
1946 Waterfield, Bob LA 7.0. 251, 127 SI 1747 18 
1945 Baugh, Sammy Wash 9.2 182 128 70 1669 ll 
1944 Filchock, Frank Wash 7.8 147 84 857 1139 13 
1943 Baugh, Sammy Wash 7.3 239 133 56 1754 23 
1942 Isbell, Cecil GB 75 268 4146 55 2021 24 
1941 Isbell, Cecil GB 7.2 206 117 57 1479 15 
1940 Baugh, Sammy Wash 7.7 #177 «#11 63 1367 12 
1939 Hall, Parker CleveR 59 208 106 451 1227 9 
1938 Danowski, Ed NY 6.6 129 70 «53 848 8 
1937 Baugh, Sammy Wash 6.6 171 81 47 1127 7 
1936 Herber, Arnie GB 72°. 173 77 #45 1239 9 
1935 Danowski, Ed NY 7.1 113 57 =50 795 9 
1934 Herber, Amie GB 6.9 115 42 37 799 8 
1933 Newman, Harry NY Ja vada Vos AAT 963 8 
1932 Herber, Arnie GB 6.3 101 Sh 37 639 9 
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TEAM LEADERS, YEARLY 
Points Scored 


Year Team Total Year Team Total 
1970 San Francisco 352 1950 Los Angeles 466 
1969 Minnesota 379 1949 Philadelphia 364 
1968 Dallas 431 1948 Chi. Bears 395 
1967 Los Angeles 398 1947 Chi. Bears 363 
1966 Dallas 445 1946 Chi. Bears 289 
1965 San Francisco 421 1945 Philadelphia 272 
1964 Baltimore 428 1944 Philadelphia 267 
1963 NY Giants 448 1943 Chi. Bears 303 
1962 Green Bay 415 1942 Chi. Bears 376 
1961 Green Bay 391 1941 Chi. Bears 396 
1960 Cleveland 362 1940 Washington 245 
1959 Baltimore 374 1939 Chi. Bears 298 
1958 Baltimore 381 1938 Green Bay 223 
1957 Los Angeles 307 +1937 Green Bay 220 
1956 Chi. Bears 363 1936 Green Bay 248 
1955. —- Cleve. Browns 349 1935 Chi. Bears 192 
1954 Detroit 337 1934 Chi. Bears 286 
1953 San Francisco 372 1933 NY Giants 244 
1952 Los Angeles 349 1932 Green Bay 152 
1951 Los Angeles 392 


Total Yards Gained 


Year Team Total Year Team Total 
1970 San Francisco 4503 1949 Chi. Bears 4873 
1969 Dallas 5122 1948 Chi. Cards 4694 
1968 Dallas 5117 1947 Chi. Bears 5053 
1967 Baltimore 5008 1946 Los Angeles 3763 
1966 Dallas 5145 1945 *Cleve. Rams 3571 
1965 San Francisco 5270 1944 Chi. Bears 3239 
1964 Baltimore 4779 1943 Chi. Bears 4045 
1963 NY Giants 5024 1942 Chi. Bears 3900 
1962 NY Giants 5005 1941 Chi. Bears 4265 
1961 Philadelphia 5112 1940 Green Bay 3400 
1960 Baltimore 4245 1939 Chi. Bears 3988 
1959 Baltimore 4458 1938 Green Bay 3037 
1958 Baltimore 4539 1937 Green Bay 3201 
1957 Los Angeles 4143 = 1936 Detroit 3703 
1956 Chi. Bears 4537 1935 Chi. Bears 3454 
1955 Chi. Bears 4316 1934 Chi. Bears 3750 
1954 Los Angeles 5187 1933 NY Giants 2970 
1953 Philadelphia 4811 1932 Chi. Bears 2755 
1952 Cleve. Browns 4352 ———— 

1951 Los Angeles 5506 * Became Los Angeles Rams. 


1S50 Los Angeles 5420 
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Yards Passing 


Year Team Total Year Team Total 
1970 San Francisco 2923 1949 Chi. Bears 3055 
1969 Dallas 2846 1948 Washington 2861 
1968 Cleveland 2858 1947 Washington 3336 
1967 Washington 3730 1946 Los. Angeles 2080 
1966 Green Bay 2602 1945 *Cleve. Rams 1857 
1965 San Francisco 3487 = 1944 Washington 2021 
1964 Washington 2721 + =1943 Chi. Bears 2310 
1963 Baltimore 3296 1942 Green Bay 2407 
1962 Philadelphia 3632 ©1941 Chi. Bears 2002 
1961 Philadelphia 3605 1940 Washington 1887 
1960 Baltimore 2956 1939 Chi. Bears 1965 
1959 Baltimore 2753 +1938 Washington 1536 
1958 Pittsburgh 2752 1937 Green Bay 1398 
1957 Baltimore 2388 1936 Green Bay 1629 
1956 Los Angeles 2419 1935 Green Bay 1416 
1955 Philadelphia 2472 1934 Green Bay 1165 
1954 Chi. Bears 3104 1933 NY Giants 1335 
1953 Philadelphia 3089 1932 Chi. Bears 1013 
1952 Cleve. Browns 2566 ——— 

1951 Los Angeles 3296 * Became Los Angeles Rams. 

1950 Los Angeles 3709 


Yards Rushing 


Year Team Total Year Team Total 
1970 Dallas 2300 1947 Los Angeles 2171 
1969 Dallas 2276 1946 Green Bay 1765 
1968 Chicago 2337 41945 *Cleve. Rams 1714 
1967 Cleve. Browns 2139 1944 Philadelphia 1663 
1966 Cleve. Browns 2166 1943 4Philadelphia- 

1965 Cleve. Browns 2331 Pittsburgh 1730 
1964 Green Bay 2276 1942 Chi. Bears 1881 
1963 Cleve. Browns 2639 1941 Chi. Bears 2156 
1962 Green Bay 2460 1940 Chi. Bears 1818 
1961 Green Bay 2350 1939 Chi. Bears 2043 
1960 St. Louis 2356 1938 Detroit 1893 
1959 Cleve.-Browns 2149 1937 Detroit 2074 
1958 Cleve. Browns 2526 1936 Detroit 2885 
1957 Los Angeles 2142 = 1935 Chi. Bears 2096 
1956 Chi. Bears 2468 1934 Detroit 2763 
1955 Chi. Bears 2388 1933 Bos. Redskins 2367 
1954 San Francisco 2498 1932 Chi. Bears 1770 
1953 San Francisco 2230 ——— 

1952 San Francisco 1905  * Became Los Angeles Rams. 

1951 Chi. Bears 2408 Philadelphia and Pittsburgh played 
1950 NY Giants 2336 as one unit, 

1949 Philadelphia 2607 +Became Washington Redskins. 


1948 Chi. Cards 2560 
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PRO BOWL GAMES 


1969—West. Conf. 16, East. Conf. 13. 
1968—West. Conf. 10, East. Conf. 7. 

1967—West. Conf. 38, East. Conf. 20. 
1967—East. Conf. 20, West. Conf. 10. 
1966—East. Conf. 36, West. Conf. 7. 

1965—West. Conf. 34, East. Conf. 14. 
1964—West. Conf. 31, East. Conf. 17. 
1963—East. Conf. 30, West. Conf. 20. 
1962—West, Conf. 31, East. Conf. 30. 
1961—West. Conf. 35, East. Conf. 31. 
1960—West. Conf. 38, East. Conf, 21. 
1959—East. Conf. 28, West, Conf. 21. 
1958—West. Conf. 26, East. Conf, 7. 

1957—West. Conf. 19, East. Conf. 10. 
1956—East. Conf. 31, West. Conf. 30. 
1955—West. Conf. 28, East. Conf. 6. 


1954—FEast. Conf. 20, West. Conf. 9. 
1953—National Conf. 27, Am. Conf. 7. 
1952—National Conf. 30, Am. Conf. 13. 
1951—Am. Conf. 28, National Conf. 27. 
1943-1950—No games 
*1942—All-Stars 17, Washington 
Redskins 14, 

71941—Chicago Bears 35, All-Stars 24. 
1940—Chicago Bears 28, All-Stars 14. 
1939—Green Bay Packers 16, All-Stars 7. 
1938—New York Giants 13, All-Stars 10. 


*Played in New York. 
FPlayed in Philadelphia. 
All other games played in Los Angeles. 


CONFERENCE WINNERS 


Season Records 
W 


Year Conference Winners L T Pct. Team Coaches 
1970* Dallas (E) 10—4—0 .714 ~~ TomLandry 
Minnesota (C) 12—2—0 .857 ~— Bud Grant 
San Francisco (W) 10—3—1 .769 Dick Nolan 
1969 Minnesota Vikings (W) 12—2—0 .857 ~=Bud Grant 
Cleveland Browns (E) 10—3—1 .769 Blanton Collier 
1968 Baltimore Colts (W) 13—1—0 .929 DonShula 
Cleveland Browns (E) 10—4—0 714 ~~ =~Bilanton Collier 
1967 Green Bay Packers (W) 9—4—1 692 Vince Lombardi 
Dallas Cowboys (E) 9—5—0 643 TomLandry 
1966 Green Bay Packers (W) 12—2—0 857 ~—“ Vince Lombardi 
Dallas Cowboys (E) 10—3—1 769 Tom Landry 
1965 *Green Bay Packers (W) 10—3—1 .769 Vince Lombardi 
Cleveland Browns (E) 11—3—0 ~=~-«.786_~—s— Blanton Collier 
1964 Cleveland Browns (E) 10—3—1 .769 Blanton Collier 
Baltimore Colts (W) 12—2—0 857 ~=Don Shula 
1963 Chicago Bears (W) 1li—1—2 917 George Halas 
New York Giants (E) 11—3—0 .786 8 AlSherman 
1962 Green Bay Packers (W) 13—1—0 +=.929 —_— Vince Lombardi 
New York Giants (E) 12—2—0 ~=.857~—Ss Al Sherman 
1961 Green Bay Packers (W) 1i1—3—0 =.786 ~——* Vince Lombardi 
New York Giants (E) 10—3—1 .769 AlSherman 
1960 Philadelphia Eagles (E) 10—2—0 .833 Buck Shaw 
Green Bay Packers (W) 8—4—0 «667 ~— Vince Lombardi 
1959 Baltimore Colts (W) S—3—0 .750 #Weeb Ewbank 
New York Giants (E) 10—2—0 .833 Jim Howell 


*The Detroit Lions earned a play-off berth as the second-place team with 
the best won-lost percentage in the Conference, .714. 


*Green Bay and Baltimore tied for conference iitle; Packers won play-off 
13—10, in sudden-death overtime. 
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Conference Winners (Cont.) 


Season Records 
Year Conference Winners W LT Pet. Team Coaches 
1958 Baltimore Colts (W) S—3—0 .750 Weeb Ewbank 
tNew York Giants (E) S—3—0 .750 Jim Howell 
1957 *Detroit Lions (W) 8—41—0 667 George Wilson 
Cleveland Browns (E) S—2—1 .818 Paul Brown 
1956 New York Giants (E) 8—3—1 .727 Sim Howell 
Chicago Bears (W) S9—2—1 818 Paddy Driscoll 
1955 Cleveland Browns (E) 9—2—1 .818 Paul Brown 
Los Angeles Rams (W) 8—3—1 .727 Sid Gillman 
1954 Cleveland Browns (E) 9—3—0 .750 Paul Brown 
Detroit Lions (W) 9—2—1 .818 Buddy Parker 
1953 Detroit Lions (N) 10—2—0 4.833 Buddy Parker 
Cleveland Browns (A) 11—1—0—s .917_~—Ss Paul Brown 
1952 *Detroit Lions (N) S—3—0 750 Buddy Parker 
Cleveland Browns (A) 8—4—0 .667 Paul Brown 
1951 Los Angeles Rams (N) 8—4—0 «667 ~—_ Joe Stydahar 
Cleveland Browns (A) Ji—i—1 ~=.917_~—Ss Paul Brown 
1950 *Cleveland Browns (A) 10—2—0 833 Paul Brown 
tLos Angeles Rams (N)} S—3—0 .750 Joe Stydahar. 
1949 Philadelphia Eagles (E) Ji—1—0 ~=««917_~—Ss Greasy Neale 
Los Angeles Rams (W) 8—2—2 .800 Clark Shaughnessy 
1948 Philadelphia Eagles (E) S—2—1 818 Greasy Neale 
Chicago Cardinals (W) 1i—1—0 917 _~—_—sSimmy Conzleman 
1947 Chicago Cardinals (W) 9—3—0 .750 Jimmy Conzleman 
*Philadelphia Eagles (E) 8—4—0 667 _~— Greasy Neale 
1946 Chicago Bears (W) 8—2—1 .800 George Halas 
New York Giants (E) 7—3—1 .700 Steve Owen 
1945 Cleveland Rams (W) S—1I—0 900 Adam Walsh 
Washington Redskins (E) 8—2—0 .800 Dudley De Groot 
1944 Green Bay Packers (W) 8—2—0 800 Curly Lambeau 
New York Giants (£) 8—I—1 .889 Steve Owen 


el and Cleveland Browns tied for conference title; Giants won play-off 


in: een San Francisco 49ers tied for conference title; Lions won play-off, 


*Lions and Los Angeles Rams tied for conference title; Lions won play-off, 


—Lie 


5 Eipyns and New York Giants tied for conference title; Browns won play-off, 
+ Rams and Chicago Bears tied for conference title; Rams won play-off, 
24—14, 


*Eagles and Pittsburgh Steelers tied for conference title; Eagles won play- 
off, 210. 
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Season Records 
Year Conference Winners W LT Pct. Team Coaches 
1943 Chicago Bears (W) 8—1—1 .889 George Halas 


*Washington Redskins (E) 6—3—1 .667 Arthur Bergman 
1942 Washington Redskins (E) 10—1—0 .909 Ray Flaherty 


Chicago Bears (W) 11—0—0 1.000 George Halas 
1941 *Chicago Bears (W) 10—1—0 + .909 George Halas 
New York Giants (E) 8—3—0 .727 Steve Owen 
1940 Chicago Bears (W) 8—3—0 .727 George Halas 
Washington Redskins (E) 9—2—0 818 Ray Flaherty 
1939 Green Bay Packers (W) 59—2—0 .818 Curly Lambeau 
New York Giants (E) 9—I—1 .900 Steve Owen 
1938 New York Giants (E) 8—2—1 .800 Steve Owen 
Green Bay Packers (W) 8—3—0 .727 Curly Lambeau 
1937 Washington Redskins (E) 8—3—0 .727 ~~ Ray Flaherty 
Chicago Bears (W) S—I—1 .900 George Halas 
1936 Green Bay Packers (W) 10—1—1 909 =: Curly Lambeau 
Boston Redskins (E) 7—5—0 583 _~—sRay Flaherty 
1935 Detroit Lions (W) 7—3—2 .700 Milo Creighton 
New York Giants (E) 9—3—0 .750 Steve Owen 
1934 New York Giants (E) 8—5—0 .615 Sieve Owen 
Chicago Bears (W) 13—0—0 1.000 George Halas 
1933 Chicago Bears (W) 10—2—1 .833 George Halas 
New York Giants (E) . 11—3—0 .786_~—— Steve Owen 


PREVIOUS CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES 


Line score, scorers, attendance, winning players’ share and 
losing players’ share of all title games 


1970—Dallas’ running game, sparked by Duane Thomas’ 143 
yards on 27 carries, and two interceptions of John 
Brodie passes combined to give the Cowboys a 17—10 
victory over the 49ers. 

1970—Jan. 3, at Kezar Stadium, San Francisco 
Dallas Cowboys 0 3 144 O—17 
San Francisco 49ers 3 0 7 O10 
': Cowboys—Thomas, Garrison; 49ers—Wichter. 
PAT: Cowboys—Clark 2; 49ers—Gossett 1. FG: Cow- 


boys—Clark 1; 49ers—Gossett 1. Att. 59,625. WPS: 
$8,500; LPS: $5,500. 


> ae and New York Giants tied for conference title; Redskins won play- 
Cy) 


* Bears and Green Bay Packers tied for conference title; Bears won play-off, 
33—14. 
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1969—Vikings ignore nine-degree temperature as they wallop 
the Browns, 27-7; Kapp bullies his way through the 
line to score a TD on a busted play. 
1969—Jan. 4, at Metropolitan Stadium, Bloomington 


Minnesota Vikings 14410 3 O27 
Cleveland Browns 0 0 0 77 
TD: Vikings—Kapp, Washington, Osborn; esos 


Collins. PAT: Vik ings —Cox 3; ‘Browns—Cockroft 1 
FG: Vikings—Cox 2. Att. 47,900. WPS: $7,929. 77; 
LPS: $5,117.80. 


1968—Colts rated NFL’s best as they overwhelm Browns by 
a 34-0 score; Tom Matte scores three touchdowns. 


1968—Dec. 28, at Cleveland Stadium, Cleveland 
Baltimore Colts 0 17 7 10—34 


Cleveland Browns 0 0 0 00 
TD: Colts—Matte 3, Brown. PAT: Colts—Michaels 4. 
ae Colts, Michaels 2. Att. 80,628. WPS: $9,306.36; 


1967—Packers play hot hand in 13-degree-below temperature 
to trim Cowboys, 21-17; Starr scores winning TD in 
last 13 seconds. 


1967—Dec. 31, at Lambeau Field, Green Bay 
Green Bay Packers 7 7 O F21 
Dallas Cowboys 010 0 7—I7 
TD: Packers—Dowler 2, Starr; Cowboys—Andrie, 
Rentzel. PAT: Packers—Chandler 3; Cowboys—Vil- 
lanueva. FG: rage ea a Att. 50,861. WPS: 
$7,950.96; LPS: $5,299 


1966—Starr’s four touchdown passes are the difference as the 
Packers beat a resourceful Dallas team, 34-27. 


1966—Jan. 1, 1967, at the Cotton Bowl, Dallas 
Green Bay Packers 4 7 7 6—34 
Dallas Cowboys 4 3 3 7-27 
TO: Packers—Pitts, Grabowski, Dale, Dowler, McGee; 
Cowboys—Reeves, Perkins, Clarke. PAT: Packers— 
Chandler 4; Cowboys —Villanueva 3. FG: Cowboys—Vil- 
bana Zs Att, 75,504. WPS: $9,813.63; LPS: 


1965—Running of Taylor and Hornung crushes Browns, 
23-12. Chandler kicks three field goals. 


1965—Jan. 2, 1966, at Lambeau Field, Green Bay 
Cleveland Browns 9 3 QO OQ-12 
Green Bay Packers 2 Gy UMS 23) 
TO: Packers—Dale, Hornung; Browns—Collins. PAT: 
Packers—Chandler 2. FG: Packers—Chandler 3. Browns 
ae Att. 50,777. WPS: $7,819.91; LPS: 
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1964—Browns throttle Unitas & Co., and overpower Colts, 
27-0, in a stunning upset, Frank Ryan connects for 
three touchdowns with Gary Collins. 
1964—Dec. 27, at Municipal Stadium, Cleveland 
Cleveland Browns 0 O 17 10—27 
Baltimore Colts 0 0 0 OOD 


: Browns—Collins 3. PAT: Groza 3. Ae Bac Att. 
j9544, WPS: $8,172.13; LPS: $5,448 


1963—Bears rack up Tittle and capture championship in a 
come-from-behind victory. 
1963—Dec. 29, at Wrigley Field, Chicago 
New York Giants 7 3 0 O10 
Chicago Bears 7 O 7 0—14 
TD: Giants—Gifford; Bears—Wade 2. PAT: Giants— 


Chandler; Bears—Jencks 2. FG: pr a ae Att. 
45,801. WPS: $5,899.77; LPS: $4,21 


1962—Packers again prove superior cold-weather performers 
as high winds blow away Y. A, Tittle’s passes and 
Giant chances. Three field goals by guard Jerry 
Kramer provide margin by victory. 
1962—Dec, 30, at Yankee Stadium, N.Y.C. 
Green Bay Packers 3 7 3 316 


New ¥ York Giants 0 0 7 O07 

: Packers—Taylor; Giants—Collier. PAT: Packers— 

P Kramer; Giants—Chandler. FG: Packers—J. Kramer 
3. Att. 64,892, WPS: $5,888.57; LPS: $4,166.85. 


1961—Slaughter in Wisconsin as Paul Hornung sets record 
for most points scored (19); Giants gain only 31 yards 


on ground. 
~ 1961—Dec. 31, at City Stadium, Sives Bay 
New York Giants 0 0 OO 
Green Bay Packers ; 2 10 3—37 
: Hornung, Bog ath Kramer PAT: Hornung 4. 
Fe: Hornung 3. Att. 39,029. WPS: $5,195.44; LPS: 
$3,339.99. 


1960—Eagles complete surprising season by upsetting power- 
house from Green Bay. 
1960—Dec. 26, at Franklin Field, Philadelphia 
Green Bay Packers 3 3 7 O13 
Palladelphla Eagles 010 0 717 
Eagles—McDonald, Dean; Packers—McGee. PAT: 
Fite Walston 2; Packers—Hornung. FG: Packers— 


Hornung 2; Eagles—Walston. Att. 67,325. WPS: 
$5,116.55; LPS: $3,105.14. 
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1959—Johnny Unitas gets hot in fourth period and passes 
Colts to triumph. 
1959—Dec. 29, at Memorial Stadium, Baltimore 
New York Giants 3 3 3 7—I16 


Baltimore Colts 7 O O 24—31 
TD: Giants—Schnelker; Colts—Moore, Unitas, Richard- 
son, Sample, PAT: Giants—Summerall; Colts—Myhra 
4. ‘FG: Giants—Summerall 3; Colts—Myhra. Att. 
57,577, WPS: $4,674.44; LPS: $3,083.27. 


1958—Colts tie score on Steve Myhra’s field goal in last 10 
seconds of regulation game. Alan Ameche’s TD wins 
first overtime game in history. 

1958—Dec. 28, at Yankee Stadium, N.Y.C. 


Baltimore Colts 014 0 3 623 


New York Giants 3 0 7 7 O17 
+ Colts—Ameche 2, Berry; Giants—Triplett, ese 
Par: Colts—Myhra 2; Giants—Summerall 2. FG: 
—Myhra; Giants—Summerall. Att, 64,185. WPS: 
$4,718.77; LPS: $3,111.33. 


1957—Lions take “old friends” apart for third time in four 
play-off battles. 
1957—Dec. 29, at Briggs Stadium, Detroit 
Cleveland Browns 0 7 7 O—14 
Detroit Lions 17 14 14 14—59 


TD: Browns—Brown, L. Carpenter; Lions—Rote, Ged- 
man, Junker 2, Barr, Doran, Middleton, Cassady. PAT: 
Browns—Groza 2; Lions—Martin 8. FG: Martin. Att. 
55,263. WPS: $4,295.41; LPS: $2,750.30, 


1956—Giants roar past Bears, moving smartly on land and 


in the air. 
1956—Dec. 30, at Yankee Stadium, N.Y.C. 
Chicago Bears 0 7 0 OT 
New York Giants - 13 21 6 %7—47 


TD: Bears—Casares; Giants—Webster 2, ree H. 
Moore, Rote, Gifford. PAT: Bears—Blanda; Giants— 
Agajanian 5; FG: ye 2. Att. 56,836. WPS: 
$3,779.19; LPS: $2,485.16. 


1955—Browns, in sixth straight title match, do everything cor- 
rectly in ripping Rams before record crowd. 
1955—Dec. 26, at Memorial Coliseum, Los Angeles 
Cleveland Browns 3°14 14 7-38 


Los Angeles Rams 0 7 O 7—14 
Browns—Graham 2, Renfro, Lavelli, Paul; eee 
Quinta Waller, PAT: Browns—Groza 5; 
Richter 2. FG: Groza. Att. 85,693. WPS: $3, 508. B21; 
LPS: $2,316.26. 
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1954—Browns finally find way to beat Lions, and do a good 
job as Otto Graham scores three times. 
1954—Dec. 27, at Municipal ig ope er 
Detroit Lions 0—10 
Greveland Browns rH a ul 7—56 


Lions—Bowman; Browns—Renfro 2, Brewster, 
Graham 3, sah et Hanulak, PAT: Lions—Walker; 


8. FG: (a Att. 43,827. WPS: 
paae. 57; LPS: $1,585.6. 


1953—Detroit does it again despite three field goals by Groza. 
1953—Dec. 27, at Briggs Stadium, bene 


Cleveland Browns 3 7 6-16 
Detroit Lions 7 3 0 7—17 
TD: Browns—Jagade; se ay ol Doran. PAT: 
Browns—Groza; Lions—Walke! FG: Browns—Groza 


3; Lions—Walker, Att. 54,577. viPs: $2,424.10; LPS: 
$1,654.26. 


1952—Too much defense turns back Browns. Groza scores 
first TD of his career. 
1952—Dec. 28, at Municipal Stadium, Cleveland 


_ Detroit Lions 0 7 7 3—I7 
Cleveland Browns 0 0 7 O07 
TD: Lions—Layne, Walker; Browns—Jagade. PAT: 
Lions—Harder 2; Browns—Groza. FG: Harder. Att. 


50,934. WPS: $2,274.77; LPS: $1,712.49 


1951—Rams finally win one, Norm Van Brocklin pitching to 
Tom Fears for decisive TD. 


1951—Dec. 23, at Memorial GoleAuny, it Angeles 
Cleveland Browns 0 7—1l7 
Los Angeles Rams 0 9 7 10—24 
TD: Browns—Jones, Carpenter; Rams—Hoerner, Towl- 
er, Fears. PAT: Browns—Groza 2; Rams—Waterfield 
3.’ FG: Browns—Groza; Rams—Waterfield. Att. 59,- 
475, WPS: $2,108.44; LPS: $1,483.12. 


1950—Lou Groza drives home winning field goal with 28 

seconds remaining to play as Browns make NFL debut. 
1950—Dec. 24, at Municipal Stadium, Cieveland 

Los Angeles Rams 144 640 14 «#0-—28 

Cleveland Browns 7 6 7 10—30 

TD: Rams—Davis, Hoerner 2, Brink; Browns—Jones, 

Lavelli 2, Bumgardner. PAT: Rams—Waterfield 4; 


Groza 3. or eres, Att. 29,751. WPS: $1,113.16; 
LPS: $686.4 


1949—Steady rain hurts Rams’ aerial attack and helps Eagles 
to second title in a row. 
1949—Dec. 18, at Memorial Coliseum, Los Angeles 
Philadelphia Eagles 0 7 7 O14 
Los Angeles Rams 00 0 O70 


TD: Pihos, Skiadany. PAT: Patton 2. Att, 27,980. 
WPS: $1,094.68; LPS: $739.66. 
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1948—In driving snowstorm, Steve Van Buren powers off 
tackle for only score in final quarter. 
1948—Dec. 19, at Shibe Park, Puilpdelnhis 
Chicago Cardinals 0 0 OdO 
Philadelphia Eagles 


0 0 0 7 
TD: Van Buren. PAT: Patton. Att. 36,309. WPS: 
$1,540.84; LPS: $874.39. 


1947—Card running attack, featuring two touchdowns each 

by Charlie Trippi and Elmer Angsman, downs Eagles. 
1947—Dec. 29, at Comiskey Park, ees 

Philadelphia Eagles 7 7 7-21 

Chicago Cardinals 7 #7 7-28 

TD: Eagles—McHugh, Van Buren, Craft; Cardinals— 

Trippi 2, Angsman 2. PAT: Eagles—Patton 3; 


foe ea ee ae age 4. Att. 30,759. WPS: $1,132.00; 
LPS: $754.00. 


1946—Luckman breaks game open, scoring fourth-period TD 
on naked reverse. 
1946—Dec. 15, at Pole Grounds, oye 
Chicago Bears 0 oO 10—24 
New York Giants 4 0 7 O—4 
TD: Bears—Kavanaugh, Magnani, Picken Giants— 
Liebel, Filopowicz. PAT: Bears—Maznicki 3; Giants— 
Stang 2. “ofc: Me Maznicki, Att. 58,346. WPS: 41, 975.82; 


1945—Cleveland (now Los Angeles) Rams triumph only be- 
cause Baugh’s behind-goal pass smashes into uprights 
for winning safety. 
1945—Dec. 16, at Municipal Stadium, Cleveland 
Washington Redskins 0 7 7 O-I4 
Cleveland Rams 2 7 6 O15 
TD: Redskins—Bagarus, Seymour; Rams—Benton, 


Gillette. PAT: Redskins—Aguirre 2; Rams—Waterfield. 
sna Att. 32,178. WPS: $1,469.74; LPS: 


1944—Ted Fritsch does it by himself, his two tallies too much 


for Giants. 
1944—Dec. 17, at Polo Grounds, N.Y.C. 
Green Bay Packers 014 O O14 
New York Giants 0 0 0 77 


TD: Packers—Fritsch 2; Giants—Cuff. PAT: Packers— 
Hutson 2; Giants—Strong. Att. 46,016. WPS: 
$1,449.71; LPS: $814.36. 


1943—Bears pick up third championship in four tries, clicking 
on Luckman’s five TD tosses, 
1943—Dec. 26, at Wrigley Field, Chicago 

Washington Redskins 0 7 7 F721 

Chicago Bears 0 14 13 14—41 

TD: Redskins—Farkas 2, Aguirre; Bears—Clark 2, 

Magnani 2, Nagurski, Benton. PAT: Redskins— 

Masterson 2, Aguirre; eo brat 5. Att. 34,320. 

WPs: $1, 146. 87; LPS: $765. 
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1942—Upset. Washington defenses halt Bears’ furious offense 

and prevent Chicago from taking third straight crown. 
1942—Dec. 13, at Griffith Stadium, Wesnineion D.C. 

Chicago Bears 0 o— 6 


Washington Redskins 0 ; 7 o—14 
Bears—Artoe; Redskins—Moore, Farkas. PAT: 
Vast 2. Att. 36,006. WPS: $965.89; LPS; 


1941—A record low in attendance as Bears gather strength in 
last half to sink New York. 
1941—Dec. 21, at Wrigley Field, Seg 
New York Giants 0 3 OO 9 
Chicago Bears : 6 14 14—37 
TD: Giants—Franck; Bears—Standlee 2, McAfee, 
Kavanaugh, PAT: Sn ler, Maniaci, Artoe, McLean. 
FG: Giants—Cuff; PE ae 3. Att. 13,341, 
WPS: $430.94; LPS: $288.70. 


1940—The T-formation becomes a most destructive force and 
helps Bears roll for record score. 
1940—Dec. 8, at Griffith Stadium, so D.C. 
Chicago Bears 26 19—73 


Washington Redskins “ H 0 o—OdO 
: Osmanski, Luckman, Maniaci, Kavanaugh, Tur- 

ner, Pool, Nolting, McAfee, Clark 2, Famiglietti. PAT: 
Manders, Snyder 2, Martinovich, Plasman, Stydahar. 
Maniaci. Att. 36,034. WPS: $873.99; LPS: $606.25. 


1939—First championship blanking recorded by sturdy Packer 


defense. 
1939—Dec. 10, at State Fair Grounds, Milwaukee 
New York Giants 0 0 0 OOD 
Green Bay Packers 7 O 10 10—27 


TD: Gantenbein, Laws, Jankowski. PAT: Engebretsen 
2, Smith. FG: Engebretsen, Smith. Att. 32,279. 


1938—Giant defense causes two blocked punts and furnishes 
margin of triumph. 
1938—Dec. 11, at Polo Grounds, N.Y.C. 

Green Bay Packers 04 3 «O17 

New York Giants 9 7 7 O—23 

TD: Packers—Mulleneaux, Hinkle: Giants—Leemans, 

Soar, Barnard. PAT: Packers—Engebretsen 2; Giants 

Pras S FG: Packers—Engebretsen; Giants—Cuff. 


1937—Sammy Baugh begins fabled career, hitting for three 
TD tosses in second half and upset triumph in uphill 


contest. 
1937—Dec. 12, at Wrigley Field, Pelcaes 
Washington Redskins 6 7 14—28 
Chicago Bears ; 7 7 Q21 


TD: Redskins—Battles, Justice, Millner 2; Bears— 
Manske, Manders 2. PAT: Redskins—Smith 4; Bears 
—Manders 3. Att. 15,870. 
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1936—Neutral site for this battle because Boston failed Red- 
skins at turnstiles during season. Arnie Herber heaves 


two TDs. 
1936—Dec. 13, at Polo Grounds, N.Y.C. 
Green Bay Packers 7 0 JF F—21 
Boston Redskins 0 6 O0O O6 


TD: Packers—Hutson, Gantenbein, Monnet; Redskins 
—Rentner. PAT: Smith 2, Engebretsen. Att. 29,545. 
WPS: $250.00; LPS: $180.00. 


1935—Too much ground power as Glenn Pressnell and Ace 
Gutowsky pace Lions to easy triumph. 
1935—Dec. 15, at Detroit U. Stadium 


New York Giants 07 0 OO 7 


Detroit Lions 130 #O 13—26 
TD: Giants—Strong; Lions—Gutowsky, Clark, Parker, 
eer aA Giants—Strong; Lions—Pressnell, Clark, 


5, 

1934—Donning sneakers, the Giants race for four TDs in 
last quarter to dazzle Bears on ice-bound turf. Ken 
Strong scores 18 points, a record which stands up for 


27 years. 
1934—Dec. 9, at Polo Grounds, N.Y.C. 
Chicago Bears 010 3 O13 
New York Giants 3 0 O 27—30 


TD: Bears—Nagurski; Giants—Frankian, Danowski, 
Strong 2. PAT: Bears—Manders; Giants—Strong 3. 
FG: Bears—Manders 2; Giants—Strong. Att, 35,059. 


1933—Jack Manders boots three field goals to give Bears first 
pro football world championship. 
1933—Dec. 17, at Wrigley Field, nucage 
New York Giants 7 7 7-21 
Chicago Bears 3 3 10 7—23 
TD: Giants—Badgro, Krause, Strong; Bears—Karr 2. 


PAT: Giants—Strong 3; Bears—Manders 2. FG: Man- 
ders 3. Att. 26,000. WPS: $210.34; LPS: $140.22. 


PART EIGHT 


DEPARTMENT OF RECORDS—AFC 


(AFL Prior to 1970) 


The American Conference, led by the Baltimore Colts, may 
have won the NFL championship in the Super Bowl, but 
statistically it finished a poor second to the rival NFC. The 
AFC's passing leader, Oakland’s Daryle Lamonica, ranked 
only fourth among NFL passers, Denver’s Floyd Little finished 
fourth overall in rushing, Buffalo's Marlin Briscoe caught 14 
fewer passes than NFC leader Dick Gordon, and Kansas City’s 
placekicker, Jan Stenerud, the American Conference scoring 
leader, amassed nine fewer points than Minnesota’s Fred Cox. 
The only decisive area in which the American Conference 
finished better was in interceptions; K.C.’s Johnny Robinson 
was the league leader and propelled the Chiefs into the NFL’s 
team interception lead. 

Lamonica, who had been the old AFL’s top passer in 1967, 
won his passing title with a completion percentage of 50.3, 
22 touchdown passes, an average gain of 7.07 yards, and a 
4.2 interception percentage. He also threw for the most yards 
(2,516), attempted the most passes (356), and had the most 
completions (179). San Diego quarterback John Hadi tied 
Lamonica with 22 touchdown passes and Miami’s Bob Griese 
led the Conference with a completion percentage of 58 and 
an average gain of 8.24 yards. Virgil Carter of Cincinnati had 
the lowest interception percentage—3.2, 

Little gained 901 yards to earn his first rushing title, but 
John Fuqua of Pittsburgh had the best average gain in the 
AFC—a fiat five yards on 138 attempts for 691 yards. Fuqua 
had the longest run of the season when he carried 85 yards 
for a touchdown against Philadelphia on December 20, and 
also compiled the best one-game performance among rushers 
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—218 yards on 20 carries. That was only the 18th 200-or- 
more-yard game in NFL history. The record is 243 yards by 
Cookie Gilchrist of Buffalo in 1963. Fuqua, Bo Scott of 
Cleveland and Jim Nance of Boston each scored seven touch- 
downs rushing to lead the AFC. 

Marlin Briscoe’s 57 receptions outdistanced runnerup Ed 
Hinton of Baltimore by 10. Briscoe gained a total of 1,036 
yards to lead the conference in total yardage by a pass re- 
ceiver. The only other pass catcher in the AFC to top 1,000 
yards on receptions was San Diego’s Gary Garrison, who 
finished with 1,006. Garrison had the highest average gain per 
teception—22.9 on 44 receptions. The best one-game per- 
formance was given by Jets’ rookie Ed Bell, who caught 12 
passes for 151 yards against Baltimore on October 18. The 
longest receptions were made by Pittsburgh’s Dave Smith and 
Houston’s Charlie Joiner—87-yarders from Terry Bradshaw 
and Jerry Rhome, respectively. The Jets’ Don Maynard gained 
525 yards, boosting his record yardage total to 10,898. But 
Don’s 31 receptions put his 12-year total at 582. Fifty more 
receptions and Maynard will break the all-time career record 
held by Raymond Berry (631). 

Jan Stenerud won his first scoring title with 116 points on 
26 PATs and 30 of 42 field goals. Gary Garrison was the 
only AFC nonkicker to finish among the AFC’s top ten 
scorers; he had 12 TDs, all on pass receptions. The only other 
AFC kicker to score more than 100 points was Cincinnati’s 
Horst Muhimann, who kicked for 108 on 33 extra points and 
25 of 37 field goals. 

In kickoff returns, Baltimore’s Jim Duncan led the entire 
NFL with an average of 35.4 on 20 carries. Johnny Robinson’s 
10 inteceptions were best in the NFL. Jerry Logan of Balti- 
more returned two interceptions for touchdowns, most in the 
conference. Dave Lewis of Cincinnati was the best punter in 
the league with a 46.2-yard average on 79 punts. Ed Podolak 
of Kansas City was the league leader in punt returns with an 
average of 13.5 yards. 

The Oakland Raiders had the best team offense in the con- 
ference with a combined passing and rushing total of 4,829 
yards. The Raiders were tops in passing, gaining 2,865 yards, 
but on the ground Miami ranked first with 2,082. The only 
other AFC team with more than 2,000 yards gained on the 
ground was Cincinnati, with 2,057. Baltimore scored the most 
points in the conference—321, and its 38 TDs were also best 
in the AFC. 
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Defensively, the Jets were rated number one in the con- 
ference, giving up only 3,655 yards. Kansas City was tops 
in pass defense and in interceptions, with 31. Miami permitted 
the fewest points in the Conference—228. 
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TOP TEN INDIVIDUAL LEADERS OF 1970 


AFC 

Scoring 
Player Team T™ PAT. FG. Pis. 
Stenerud Kansas City 0 26 30 116 
Muhimann Cincinnati 0 33 25 108 
Yepremian Miami 0 31 22 97 
O’Brien Baltimore 0 36 19 93 
Turner New York 0 28 19 85 
Blanda Oakland 0 36 16 84 
Howfield Denver 0 27 18 81 
Gerela Houston 0 23 18 77 
Garrison San Diego 12 0 0 72 
Cockroft Cleveland 0 34 12 70 

Rushing 
Player Team Atis. Yds. Avg. TD 
Little Denver 209 901 43 3 
Csonka Miami 193 874 45 6 
Dixon Oakland 197 861 44 1 
Podolak Kansas City 168 749 45 3 
Fuqua Pittsburgh 138 691 5.0 7 
C. Smith Oakland 168 681 41 3 
Kiick Miami 191 658 3.4 6 
Kelly Cleveland 206 656 3.2 6 
Phillips Cincinnati 163 648 40 4 
ott Cleveland 151 625 4.1 7 

Passing 
Player Team Atts. Comp. Pct. Yds. TD 
Lamonica Oakland 356 179 50.3 2516 22 
Hadl San Diego 327 162 49.5 2388 22 
Dawson Kansas City 262 141 53.8 1876 13 
Griese Miami 245 142 58.0 2019 12 
Shaw Buffalo 321 178 55.5 2507 10 
Unitas Baltimore 321 166 51.7 2213 14 
Carter Cincinnati . 278 143 514 1647 9 
Nelsen Cleveland 313 159 50.8 2156 16 
Woodall New York 188 96 51.1 1265 9 
€.Johnson Houston 281 144 51.2 1652 7 


un 
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Pass Receiving 


Player Team No. Yds. TD 
Briscoe Buffalo 57 1036 8 
Hinton Baltimore 47 733 5 
Denson Denver 47 646 2 
Reed Houston 47 604 2 
Biletnikoff Oakland 45 768 7 
Garrison San Diego 44 1006 12 
Jefferson Baltimore 44 749 7 
Wells Oakland 43 935 ll 
Chester Oakland 42 556 7 
Kiick Miami 42 497 0 


INDIVIDUAL LEADERS, YEARLY 


Scoring 
Year Player Team Bit) PAT. FG. Pis. 
1970 Stenerud, Jan KC 0 26 30 116 
1969 Turner, Jim NY 0 33 32 129 
1968 Turner, Jim NY 0 43 34 145 
1967 Blanda, George Oakland 0 56 20 116 
1966 Cappelletti, Gino Boston 6 35 16 119 
1965 Cappelletti, Gino Boston 9 27 17 132 
1964 Cappelletti, Gino Boston 7 38 25 155 
1963 Cappelletti, Gino Boston 0 35 22 113 
1962 Mingo, Gene Denver 4 32 27 137 
1961 Cappelletti, Gino Boston 8 48 17 147 
1960 Mingo, Gene Denver 6 33 18 123 
Rushing 
Ave. G. 
Year Player Team YG Atts. PerAtt. TDS 
1970 Little, Floyd Denver 901 209 43 3 
1969 Post, Dick San Diego 873 182 43 6 
1968 Robinson, Paul Cinn 1023 238 4.3 8 
1967 -Nance, Jim Boston 1216 269 45 7 
1966 Nance, Jim Boston 1458 299 49 il 
1965 Lowe, Paul San Diego 1121 222 5.0 Z 
1964 Gilchrist, Cookie Buffalo 981 230 4.2 6 
1963 Daniels, Clem Oakland 1089 215 5.1 3 
1962 Gilchrist, Cookie Buffalo 1096 214 5.1 15 
1961 Cannon, Billy Houston 948 200 47 6 
1960 Haynes, Abner Dallas 875 156 5.6 9 
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Pass Receiving 


Year Player Team Caught 
1970 Briscoe, Marlin Buffalo 57 1036 
1969 Alworth, Lance San Diego 64 1003 
1968 Alworth, Lance Oak 68 1312 
1967 Sauer, George New York 75 1189 
1966 Alworth, Lance San Diego 73 1383 
1965 Taylor, Lionel Denver 1131 
1964 Hennigan, Charley | Houston 101 1561 
1963 Taylor, Lionel Denver 78 1101 
1962 Taylor, Lionel Denver 77 908 
1961 Taylor, Lionel Denver 100 1176 
1960 Groman, Bill Houston 72 1473 
Passing 

YG Avg. 

Per, Pct. 
Year Player Team Att. Atts. Com. Com. YG 
1970 Lamonica, Daryle Oakland 7.07 356 179 50.3 2516 
1969 Cook, Greg Cin 94 197 106 54 1854 
1968 Dawson, Len KC 94 224 131 58 2109 
1967 Lamonica, Daryle Oakland 7.6 425 220 52 3228 
1966 Dawson, Len KC 8.9 284 159 56 2527 
1965 Hadi, John SanDiego 8.1 348 174 50 2798 
1964 Dawson, Len KC 81 354 199 56 2879 
1963 Rote, Tobin SanDiego 8.7 287 170 59 2510 
1962 Dawson, Len Dallas 89 310 189 61 2759 
1961 Blanda, George Houston 9.2 362 187 52 3330 
1960 Kemp, Jack LA 74 406 211 652 3018 


TEAM LEADERS, YEARLY 


Points Scored 


Year Team Total 
1970 Baltimore 321 
1969 Oakland 377 
1968 Oakland 453 
1967 Oakland 468 
1966 Kansas City 448 
1965 San Diego 340 
1964 Buffalo 400 
1963 San Diego 399 
1962 Dallas 382 
1961 San Diego 399 
1960 New York 386 


Year 
1970 
1969 
1968 
1967 
1966 
1965 
1964 
1963 
1962 
1961 
1960 


Total Yards Gained 


Team 
Oakland 
Oakland 
Kansas City 
New York 
Kansas City 
San Diego 
Buffalo 
San Diego 
Houston 
Houston 
Houston 
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Yards Rushing Yards Passing 
Year Team Total Year Team Total 
1970 Miami 2082 1970 Oakland 2865 
1969 Kansas City 2220 1969 Oakland 3271 
1968 Kansas City 2227 1968 Kansas City 2276 
1967 Houston 2122 1967 New York 3845 
1966 Kansas City 2274 1966 New York 3464 
1965 San Diego 1998 1965 San Diego 3103 
1964 Buffalo 2039 1964 Houston 3527 
1963 San Diego 2203 1963 Houston 3210 
1962 Buffalo 2437 1962 Denver 3404 
1961 Dallas 2183 1961 Houston 4392 
1960 Dallas 1814 1960 Houston 3371 
DIVISION WINNERS 
Season Records 
Year Division Winners W LT Pet. Team Coaches 
1970* Baltimore Colts (E) 11—2—1 846 = Don McCafferty 
Cincinnati Bengals (C) 8—6—0 571 Paul Brown 
Oakland Raiders (W) 8—4—2 .667 John Madden 
1969 Kansas City Chiefs (W) 11—3—0 ~=«.786~—Ss Hank Stram 
Oakland Raiders (W) 12—1—1 .923 John Madden 
1968 Oakland Raiders (W) 12—2—0 ~=.857 = Johnny Rauch 
New York Jets (E) 11—3—0 =.786)~=3=—- Wee Ewbank 
1967 Oakland Raiders (W) 13—1—0 +=.929 Johnny Rauch 
Houston Oilers (E) 9—4—1 .692 Wally Lemm 
1966 Kansas City Chiefs (W) 11—2—1 .846 HankStram 
Buffalo Bills (E) 9—4—1 692 Joel Collier 
1965 Buffalo Bills (E) 10—3—1 .769 Lou Saban 
San Diego Chargers (W) 9—2—3 .819 Sid Gillman 
1964 Buffalo Bills (E) 12—2—0 857 ~ Louw Saban 
San Diego Chargers (W) 8—5—1 615 Sid Gillman 
1963 San Diego Chargers (W) 11—3—0 =.786_~—s Sid Gillman 
*Boston Patriots (E) 7—6—1 538 Mike Holovak 
1962 Dallas Texans (W) 11—3—0 + .786 Hank Stram 
Houston Oilers (E) 11—3—0 786 # Poptvy 
1961 San Diego Chargers (W) 12—2—0 ~=-«.857_~—s Sid Gillman 
Houston Oilers (E) 10—3—1 .769 WallyLemm 
1960 Los Angeles Chargers (W) 10—4—0 4.714 _~ Sid Gillman 
Houston Oilers (E) 10—4—0D_~—Ss «.714_~—Ss Lou Rymkus 


*The Miami Dolphins earned a play-off berth as the second-place team with 


the best won-lost percentage in the Conference, .714. 


* Patriots and Buffalo Bills tied for division title; Patriots won play-off, 
26—8. 
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PREVIOUS CHAMPIONSHIP GAMES 


Line scores, scorers, attendance, winning players’ share and losing players’ 
share of all title games 


1970—The Raiders lost their magical powers as Colt quarter- 
back Johnny Unitas led a faultless attack to win the 
championship for Baltimore, 27-17. 


1970—Jan. 3, at Memorial Stadium, Baltimore 
Baltimore 3°72 10+ J—2F- 
Oakland 0 3 7 717 


TD: Baltimore—Bulaich 2, Perkins; Oakland—Biletni- 
koff, Wells. PAT: Baltimore—O'Brien 3; Oakland— 
Blanda 2. FG: Baltimore—O'Brien 2; Oakland—Blanda 
1. Att. 56,368. WPS: $8,500; LPS: $5,500. 


1969—Saved on four occasions by timely interceptions (three 
in the last quarter) the Chiefs upset the Raiders, 17—7. 


1969—Jan. 4, at Oakland-Alameda County Coleus Oakland 

Kansas City 7 7 3-17 

Oakland ; 0 0 O07 

TD: Oakland—Smith; Kansas City—Hayes, Holmes. 

PAT: Oakland—Blanda; Kansas City—Stenerud 2. 

FG: Kansas City_-Stenerud. Att. 54,544. WPS: 
$7,815.70; LPS: $6,375.57. 


1968—Dec. 29, at Shea Stadium, New York. 


1968—Dec. 29, at Shea Stadium, New York 
Oakland 0 10 3 10—23 
New York 1D"3> Sigs =27F 
TD: New York—Maynard 2, Lammons; Oakland—Biflet- 
nikoff, Banaszak, PAT: New York—J. Turner 3; Oak- 
land—-Blanda 2. FG: New York—J. Turner 2; Oakland 
Peres 3. Att. 62,627. WPS: $7,007.91; LPS: 


1967—Raiders crush Oilers, 40-7, as Blanda kicks for a 
record 16 points. 


1967—Dec. 31, at Oakland Coliseum, Oakland 
Oakland 3 14 10 13—40 
Houston 0 0 0 77 
TD: Oakland—Kocourek, Dixon, Lamonica, Miller; 
Houston—Frazier. PAT: Oakland—Blanda 4; Houston— 


Wittenborn. FG: Oakland—Blanda 4. Att. 53,330. 
WPS: $6,321.77; LPS: $4,996.45. 
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1966—Chiefs’ varied attack topples Bills, 31-7. 


1966—Jan. 1, 1967, at War Memorial Stadium, Buffalo 
Kansas City 7 10 O 14—31 
Buffalo 7 0 0 O7 
TD: Kansas City—Arbanas, Taylor, Garrett 2; Buffalo 
—Dubenion. PAT: Kansas City—Mercer 4; Buffalo— 


Lusteg. FG: Kansas City—Mercer. Att. 42,080, WPS: 
$5,308; LPS: $3,800. 


1965—Bills upset hapless Chargers, holding them scoreless, 


23-0, 
1965—Dec. 26, 1965, at Balboa Stadium, San Diego 
uffalo 04 6 3—23 
San Diego 0 0 0 O0—O 


TD: Buffalo—Warlick, Byrd. PAT: Buffalo—Gogolak 2. 
FG: Buffalo—Gogolak 3. Att. 30,361, WPS: $5,189.92; 
LPS: $3,447.85. 


1964—Bills dethrone Chargers with bruising ground attack 
and blitzing defense. 


1964—Dec. 26, at War Memorial Stadium, Buffalo 
San Diego 7 0 0 Q—7 
Buffalo 3 10 O 7-20 
TD: Buffalo—Carlton, Kemp; San Diego—Kocourek. 
PAT: Buffalo—Gogolak 2; San Diego—Lincoln; FG: 


Buffalo—Gogolak 2. Att. 40,242. WPS: $2,668.00; 
LPS: $1,738.00. 


1963—Chargers rout Patriots in most one-sided game in AFL’s 


brief history. 
1963—Jan. 6, Balboa Stadium, San Diego 
San Diego 21 10 7 13—51 
Boston 7 3 O O—10 


TD: Chargers—Rote, Lincoln 2, Lowe, Norton, Al- 

worth, Hadl; Patriots—Garron. PAT: Chargers—Blair 
; Patriots—Cappelletti. FG: Chargers—Blair; Patriots 

aa jappeliett Att, 30,127. WPS: $2,498.89; LPS: 
596.52. 


1962—Texans score in second sudden-death overtime period 
and beat Oilers in pro football’s longest game—77 min- 
utes, 54 seconds—on Tommy Brooker’s 25-yard field 


goal. 
1962—Dec. 23, at Jeppesen Stadium, Houston 
Dallas 314000 220 
Houston 0 0 7 10 O Q17 


JD: Texans—Haynes 2; Oilers—Dewveall, Tolar. PAT: 
Texans—Brooker 2; Ojlers—Blanda 2. FG: Texans— 
Brooker 2; Oilers—Blanda. Att. 37,981. WPS: 
$2,261.80; LPS: $1,471.09. 
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1961—Chargers and Oilers each gain same amount of ground 
but Houston tightens when necessary to earn second 


championship. 
1961—Dec. 24, at Balboa Stadium, a Diego 
Houston 3 7 O10 
San Diego 3 0 0 33 


TD: Cannon. PAT: Blanda. FG: Oilers—Blanda; Charg- 
eres Att. 29,556. WPS: $1,792.79; LPS: 


1960—George Blanda and Billy Cannon make connections for 

an 88-yard TD pass in last period to give Oilers first 

AFL title. Cannon named game’s most valuable player. 
1960—Jan. 1, at Jeppesen Stadium, Houston 


Los Angeles 3 7 O—16 
Houston ; 10 7 7—24 


TD: Chargers—Lowe; Oilers—Smith, Groman, Cannon. 
PAT: Chargers—Agajanian; Oilers—Blanda’ 3. FG: 
Chargers—Agajanian 3; Oilers—Blanda. Att. 32,183. 
WPS: $1,016.42; LPS: $718.61. 


SUPER BOWL 


1970—With the score tied, 13-13, and the threat of sudden- 
death overtime approaching reality, Baltimore place- 
kicker Jim O’Brien booted a 32-yard field goal to 
beat the Dallas Cowboys, 16-13, for the league 


championship. 
1970—Jan. 17, 1971, at the Orange Bowl, Miami, Fla. 
Baltimore Colts 0 6 O 10—16 
Dallas Cowboys 3 10 O Q13 


TD: Baltimore—Mackey, Nowatzke; Dallas—Thomas. 
PAT: Baltimore—O'Brien; Dallas—Clark. FG: Balti- 
more—O'Brien; Dallas—Clark 2. Att. 80,055. WPS: 
$15,000; LPS: $7,500. 


1969—Dawson shatters Viking defense as the Chiefs smother 
the Vikings, 23-7. 


1969—Jan. 11, at Tulane Stadium, ney Crieres, Louisiana 
Kansas City Chiefs 7 0—23 
Minnesota Vikings a % 7 O7 
TD: Kansas City—Garrett, Taylor; Rinnesote oan 

PAT: Kansas City—Stenerud 2; Minn 


sota—Cox. FG: 
sro 3. Att. $0, 998, OWS: $15, 000; 
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1968—Jets stun Colts in upset of the decade, 16-7, as Namath 
calls brilliant game. 


1968—Jan. 12, 1969, at the Orange Bowl, Miami, Fla. 
New York Jets 0°27. ‘Ge g—t 
Baltimore Colts 000 77 

TD: Jets—Snell; Colts—Hill. PAT: Jets—J. Turner; 


Colts—Michaels. FG: peed Turner 3. Att. 75,377. 
WPS: $15,000; LPS: $7,5 


1967—Packers show overwhelming iuepasicniey as they topple 
Raiders, 33-14. 


1967—Jan. 14, 1968, at the Orange Bowl, Miami, Fla. 
Green Bay Packers 3 13 10 7—33 
Oakland Raiders 0 7 O 7—I4 
TD: Packers—Dowler, Anderson, Adderley; Oakland— 
Miller 2. PAT: Packers—Chandler 3; Oakland— - 


Blanda 2. FG: Packers—Chandler 4. Att. 75,546. 
WPS: $15,000; LPS: $7,500. 


1966—Strong second-half burst makes Packers kingpins of pro 
football, with 35-10: victory over the Kansas City 


Chiefs. 
1966—Jan. 15, 1967, at Memorial Coliseum, Los Angeles 
Kansas City Chiefs 010 #O O—10 
Green Bay Packers 7 7 14 7-35 


TD: Packers—McGee, Taylor, Pitts 2; Chiefs—Mc- 
Clinton. PAT: Packers—Chandler 5; Chiefs—Mercer. 
He mala Att. 63,036. WPS: $15,000; 

A.) 
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AFC-NFC PRO BOWL GAME 


1970—National Conference 27, American Conference 6. 


ALL-STAR GAMES 


1970—Kansas City 24, All-Stars 3. 
1969—New York Jets 26, All-Stars 24. 
1968—Green Bay Packers 34, All-Stars 17. 
1967—Green Bay Packers 27, All-Stars 0. 
1966—Green Bay Packers 38, All-Stars 6. 
1965—Cleveland Browns 24, All-Stars 16. 
1964—Chicago Bears 28, All-Stars 17. 
1963—All-Stars 20, Green Bay Packers 17. 
1962—Green Bay Packers 42, All-Stars 20. 
1961—Philadelphia Eagles 28, 

All-Stars 14. 
1960—Baltimore Colts 35, All-Stars 7. 
1959—Baltimore Colts 29, All-Stars 0. 
1958—All-Stars 35, Detroit Lions 19. 
1957—New York Giants 22, All-Stars 12. 
1956—Cleveland Browns 26, All-Stars 0. 
1955—All-Stars 30, Cleveland Browns 27. 
1954—Detroit Lions 31, All-Stars 6. 
1953—Detroit Lions 24, All-Stars 10. 
1952—Los Angeles Rams 10, All-Stars 7. 


1951—Cleveland Browns 33, All-Stars 0. 
1950—All-Stars 17, Philadelphia Eagles 7. 
1949—Philadelphia Eagles 38, All-Stars 0. 
1948—Chicago Cardinals 28, All-Stars 0. 
1947—All-Stars 16, Chicago Bears 0. 
1946—All-Stars 16, Los Angeles Rams 0. 
1945—Green Bay Packers 19, All-Stars 7. 
1944—Chicago Bears 24, All-Stars 21. 
1943—All-Stars 27, Washington 

Redskins 7. 
1942—Chicago Bears 21, All-Stars 0. 
1941—Chicago Bears 37, All-Stars 13. 
1940—Green Bay Packers 45, All-Stars 28. 
1939—New York Giants 9, All-Stars 0. 
1938—All-Stars 28, Washington 

Redskins 16. 
1937—All-Stars 6, Green Bay Packers 0. 
1936—Detroit Lions 7, All-Stars 7. 
1935—Chicago Bears 5, All-Stars 0. 
1934—Chicago Bears 0, All-Stars 0. 
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